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NFL 1958 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Yankee Stadium, New York, Dec. 28, 1958 


SCORE BY PERIODS 


Baltimore Colts... 0 14 0 3 j— 23 
New York Giants... 3 0 7 A—17 


SCORING 
New York—Field goal Summerall 36. 
Baltimore—Ameche 2 run (Myhra kick) 
Baltimore—Berry 15 pass from Unitas (Myhra kick), 
New York—Triplett 1 run (Summerall kick), 
New York—Gifford 15 pass from Conerly (Summerall 
kick), 
Baltimore—Field goal Myhra 13. 
Baltimore—Ameche 1 run (no extra-point try attempt 
ed). 


TEAM STATISTICS 
Baltimore 
First downs... 
Rushing yards 
Passing yards 
Return yards, 


Penalties-Yar 
Attendance—64, 1: 


Colts running back Alan Ameche lies on his back in the end zone after scoring the game-winning touchdown. 


A Day That Changed Football’s Future 


By JOHN STEADMAN 


BALTIMORE—It was a game that carried lasting impact, a 
classic ending to a championship confrontation that was like 
no other played before . . . or since. A masterpiece. An epic. 
Then and now. 

The historical significance gave it an identity, set it apart. 
An acceptance of pro football was stimulated in a way its 
uncertain pioneers had never dreamed possible. What even 
now seems like pure fantasy, certainly not hard fact, unfolded 
in dramatic tones on December 28, 1958. Yes, twenty-five 
years ago—when the Baltimore Colts and New York Giants 
extended each other into the first overtime the sport had 
known. 

The Western Division champion Colts, by the documenta- 
tion of the clock, prevailed over the Eastern Division cham- 
pion Giants, 23-17, after an hour, plus eight minutes and fif- 
teen seconds of what became instantly famous in the sports 
idiom as “sudden death.” 

The most meaningful aspects of that world championship 
weren't developments on the field of play. 

What the game meant for Baltimore was instant recogni- 
tion. The world-champion Colts became synonymous with the 
city only five years after the struggling franchise—then the 
bankrupt Dallas Texans—had been brought to Baltimore 
after area fans had purchased $300,000 worth of season tick- 
ets to guarantee the move. A group of local business leaders, 
headed by Zanvyl Krieger and R. C. (Jake) Embry, had to 
threaten suit against National Football League Commissioner 
Bert Bell before the team returned. 

With the 1958 championship game came. belated accept- 
ability for the NFL. The contest created a new level of inter- 
est for the entire sport. From its 1920 charter meeting in a 
garage in Canton, O., to the Colts-Giants encounter thirty- 
eight years later in New York’s impressive sports palace, 
Yankee Stadium, the NFL had been able to establish only 
pockets of provincial interest. College football—Yale, Har- 
vard, Princeton, Army, Navy, Notre Dame, Minnesota, Ala- 
bama, Texas and Southern California—had the focus of atten- 
tion. The NFL was looked upon as a kind of postgraduate 
scrimmage, like Sunday afternoon semipros. who should oth- 
erwise have been pursuing more worthwhile endeavors. But 
the events of that December day changed all that. 
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Some purists will argue, and justifiably, that the Sports Il- 
lustrated headline “The Best Game Ever Played” was a care- 
less misnomer, a contrived catch phrase used to draw the 
attention of readers. Most of the Colts themselves believed 
their winning of the Western Division a month before against 
the San Francisco 49ers, when they came from a halftime 
deficit of 27-7 to win 35-27, was a more effective and emotion- 
al performance. 

The championship, however, would evolve into a true 
grudge match. The Colts had defeated the Giants in two exhi- 
bition games that summer, but had lost a regular-season 
meeting, 24-21, as quarterback George Shaw took over for the 
injured John Unitas, who was recovering from a punctured 
lung in Union Memorial Hospital. Shaw threw for all three of 
the Colts’ scores and, had it not been for a dropped pass in the 
end zone, would have had another. When the game was over, 
Giants quarterback Charley Conerly, with the assistance of 
ghostwriter Dave Eisenberg of New York’s Journal Ameri- 
can, lent his name to a first-person story that mentioned de- 
tails of the victory. One line had Conerly saying, “We outgut- 
ted them.” 

The Colts interpreted the phrase as an insult to their cour- 
age. It became a revengeful reminder, a battle cry, as they 
prepared to go to New York for the showdown. 

Coach Wilbur (Weeb) Ewbank not only prepared his Colts 
physically and technically for the all-out test but made what 
was probably the most effective pep talk since Knute Rockne 
delivered his “win one for the Gipper” weeper to a Notre 
Dame team in the same stadium thirty years before. 

Ewbank established the theme that the Colts had been put 
together with a string of castoffs: 14 of the 35 squad members 
had been rejected by opposing teams and given a fresh start 
in Baltimore. He told Unitas, “Pittsburgh didn’t want you, but 
we picked you off the sandlots,” referring to the most mo- 
mentous misjudgment in pro football history. Only three 
years before, Unitas, after being cut by his hometown Pitts- 
burgh Steelers, played for the semipro Bloomfield Rams for 
$6 a game. It was the pattern of earlier rejection and doubt 
that Ewbank seized upon to prepare all the Colts for what 
would be the “game of their lives.” 

Ewbank next looked at cornerback Milt Davis and said, 
“Detroit didn’t want you, but I’m glad I got you.” To the two 
starting guards, Art Spinney and Alex Sandusky, he said, “You 


couldn’t play offensive end. And you were both too small for 
defensive end. We made offensive guards out of you. I 
wouldn’t trade you for any two guards in the league.” And on 
he went around the room. 

All eyes were trained on Ewbank as he rolled the program 
and game-plan notes in his hands. He finally switched to talk- 
ing about his own background and how Colts Owner Carroll 
Rosenbloom first had attempted to sign Blanton Collier, con- 
sidered the leading coach on Paul Brown's staff with the 
Cleveland Browns. Rosenbloom failed and, taking “second 
best,” gave Ewbank the job. 

Baltimore, filled with enthusiasm for the 1958 Colts, re- 
sponded with three special trains of excursionists. In all there 
were 12,000 Baltimore partisans in New York that day, giving 
the Colts a feeling of hometown support. They chanted cheers 
and applauded the Colts’ band. 

It was a gray winter day with the temperature in the high 
30s as the teams came out to play. So here was the match-up 
—blue-collar Baltimore versus the glamorous Gotham in the 
most famous sports amphitheater of all, Yankee Stadium. 

In the first quarter there was no way to foretell that a 
classic was in the making. At one point Unitas fumbled after 
a hard tackle by linebacker Sam Huff, and the Giants reeov- 
ered at Baltimore’s 38. But then Don Heinrich, Conerly’s 
backup quarterback and a sometime starter, bobbled an ex- 
change with fullback Mel Triplett. The bali fell loose, and 
Colts defensive end Gino Marchetti pounced on it. Two more 
plays, however, and possession changed again as defensive 
back Lindon Crow intercepted a Unitas pass. 

Finally, the Giants posted the game's first score on a 36- 
yard field goal by Pat Summerall. Then the Colts took advan- 
tage of a fumble at the Giants’ 11 by running back Frank 
Gifford. On the fifth play after the recovery, fullback Alan 
Ameche went over the goal line, and the score became 7-3 
with linebacker Steve Myhra’s point after. 

Still more turnovers were to come. After the Colts’ Jackie 
Simpson dropped a punt deep in his own territory, Gifford 
again lost the ball, and deferlsive end Don Joyce retreived it 
for Baltimore. With the offense flowing for the first time, the 
Colts advanced 86 yards in 15 plays. Unitas connected with 
wide receiver Raymond Berry for the touchdown with only 
1:20 remaining in the first half, boosting the score to 14-3. 

(Continued on Page 50, Column 1) 
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By PAUL ATTNER 


WASHINGTON—Because they have been so unconventional 
and so controversial, John Riggins’ quixotic antics usually have 
overshadowed his playing gifts. 

For every electrifying 43-yard touchdown run in the Super 
Bowl, there are two or three just-as-memorable stories about 
John Riggins out of uniform in his wandering jog through life. 

There was the Mohawk haircut when he was a member of 
the New York Jets. The top hat and tails at the Washington 
Redskins’ pre-Super Bowl party. The shocking one-year retire- 
ment in 1980 that cost him $300,000. 

He’s always been color and pageantry during the week and 
reliable and methodical on game days. No one in NFL history 
has crepi to the top of the record list more quietly than Rig- 
gins. In his first 11 years, he had only three 1,000-yard seasons. 
Otherwise, i: was off-tackle right, off-tackle left, up the gut for 
four yards a carry and off to the bar for another beer. 

But that ali began to change near the end of the 1982 season. 
In the playoffs, he had four games straight out of Hollywood. 

None of the immortals before him had ever duplicated his 
string of performances. Nor had anyone outshone him in a 
previous Super Bowl. He had stepped out of the trenches and 
into history, and in the process he had lifted an underrated, 
crazy mix o/ free agents and stars to the top of the league. 

The gutty fullback told his coach going into the playoffs: 
“Give me the ball.” The coach, no fool, followed orders. Result: 
119 yards against Detroit, 185 against Minnesota, 140 against 
Dallas anc 166 against Miami to gift wrap the Super Bowl tro- 
phy for the Redskins. 

Riggins no ionger could shake conventional notoriety. He 
was in the public eye. Hey, this guy was something more than 
the joker who showed up in Army fatigues for an extraordinary 
week-before-the-Super Bowl press conference and revealed as 
his secret for longevity: “formaldehyde.” 

The fun hasn’t ended this season. Entering the season's final 
game, he had gained 1,225 yards, surpassing both his personal 
best and the Redskin club record set by Larry Brown in 1972. 
Nor has any other Washington player, or Riggins, ever carried 
as much (345 times in 15 games). 

He scored touchdowns in 13 consecutive games to break the 
Nationaj Footbal] League record of 11, and his 23 rushing 
touchdowns broke another. Those 23 TDs also tied O.J. Simp- 
son’s league record for touchdowns by any means. 

Riggins moved into fifth place on both the all-time rushing 
(more than 9,000 yards) and touchdown (90-plus) lists and into 
fourth on both the all-time carries (with more than 2,300) and 
rushing touchdown rankings. 

“Everything we do on offense starts with Riggins,” Coach 
Joe Gibbs said Riggins rarely fumbles (only eight times in the 


John Riggins’ Dependability and Gut-Check Toughness 
Separate the Redskins From the Rest of the NFL. 


last 875 attempts) and he almost always gains the third-and- 
short yardage and the goal-line yardage even though Aunt 
Martha knows he’s going to get the ball—and Aunt Martha 
thinks a fullback is a breed of cattle. 

It is Riggins’ dependability and gut-check toughness amid all 
the Redskins’ flash and quarterback Joe Theismann’s bril- 
liance that separates this splendid Washington team from the 
rest of the league. He gives the Redskins a hammer: the big 
diesel truck (tank?) ramming his way to another Super Bowi 
with the unrelenting rhythm of another era, when the game 
was played without face masks and players had nicknames like 
Bronco and Turk. 

This is the ultimate twist in Riggins’ roller-coaster ride 
through the NFL. At an age when he should be on his Kansas 
farm, smelling the wheat growing in the fields, he is enjoying 
his vintage pro years and his greatest fame as a player. The 
man who has spent all his life trying to be different off the field 
is now achieving his ultimate fame by being different on the 
field, 

They say a running back’s game life is five years. After nine 
years, Jimmy Brown preferred movie cameras to shoulder 
pads. After 11 years, Simpson had nothing left but bad knees 
and great looks. Jimmy Taylor faded out as a bit player for the 
New Orleans Saints. Gale Sayers was finished in seven. 

Runners just aren’t supposed to play at age 34, much less 
play well. Only one other man in league history (John Henry 
Johnson, playing on a dreadful Pittsburgh Steelers team) had 
gained more than 1,000 yards after crossing the 34-year-old 
barrier. 

Franco Harris, pursuing Brown’s career rushing pinnacle, 
has been crawling toward the 1,000 barrier, but his efforts so 
infuriated Brown that the Grea! One threatened to jump out of 
retirement at age 47, graying mustache and all. 

You didn’t hear Brown snarling out one word of complaint 
about John Riggins’ style. Riggins is not the type to run out of 
bounds to avoid a tackler and save his legs, as Brown implied 
in criticism of Harris. 

Last January, Riggins’ motivation (he had ordinary pre-play- 
off statistics in the strike-shortened season) came from a feel- 
ing that he had one last shot left at a championship ring. 

This year, the motivation comes, quite simply, from pride. If 
the Redskins fail to repeat as champs, he said in training camp, 
“7 don’t want them blaming ii on Big John.” So he ended camp 
in extroadinary shape, molded by training exhibitions in the 
hot summer sun that have become legend at Redskin Park. 

“He put on some great performances at the end of practices 
during camp,” said Joe Bugei, the Redskins’ offensive line 
coach. “He’d run those 220s on his own or he'd lift weights or 
he’d jump rope, I never thought he’d go through camp like that. 
Tt was an inspiration for every young player there.” 


He has been an inspiration ever since. “We've had lots o/ 
kids nicked this year, and John’s been down a couple of times, 
but he’s still in there, pounding away, taking a beating that you 
can’t expect any 34-year-old back to take.” said Bugel. “He’s 
magnificent. He’s knocked out three or four safeties already. 
They've had to pick them up with a blotter after he ran them 
over.’ 

How could the Redskins ask this old man to carry the ball at 
a pace that is near the NFL record for most rushes in a season? 
“Tf he wants out, he teils me,” said Gibbs, who then sends in Joe 
Washington, Mr. Flash to Riggins’ Mr. Boom. “John knows his 
body and his limits better than anyone. | lei him decide how 
long he can go.’ 

_ Remember, this is the same man who, afraid of tearing up 
his body and devoic‘of any football spark, walked away afte 
the 1979 season and spent a year in Kansas “painting my house. 
I'm a slow painter.” 

(Continued on Page 14, Column 1) 
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Surprise! Dr. Brown Is Anti-DH 


ST. LOUIS—The 
Expos’ Bill Virdon 
and Whitey Herzog 
of the Cardinals, 
both former 
American League 
managers, are in a 
minority of Nation- 
al League skippers 
who favor adoption 
of the designated 
hitter rule. “There 7 
is no excuse for having it in one league and not the other,” said 


Virdon at the winter meetings. “I think we'll get it done. My 
personal opinion is that as we change management people, we 
eventually will go to the DH.” Enter Dr. Bobby Brown, newly 
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Put in a fresh fill of Prestone’ now. Here’s why. 


the Prestone difference. 


elected president of the A.L., surprising everyone, especially 
those who hired him, by voicing opposition to the controversial 
rule. “As a baseball purist, I have a preference for going with 
the original nine guys in the starting lineup,” said Brown, em- 
phasizing that his views were not official. “I liked it when the 
pitcher was in the lineup. He could then be cut out for a pinch- 
hitter”... Back in 1959, LeGrande Young led Brigham Young 
University in total offense with a season total of 423 yards. His 
son, Steve Young, who will quarterback the Cougars against 
Missouri in San Diego’s Holiday Bowl game, surpassed that 
total in four different games this season. . . . The Orioles’ Jim 
Palmer predicts that Earl Weaver, his old manager and chief 
antagonist, will be “the first person ever thrown out of a game 
from the broadcast booth.” 

ONE FOR THE BOOK: The Rangers-Brewers trade in which 
Texas sent catcher Jim Sundberg to Milwaukee for catcher 


goes with Prestone. 


Putting it off could cost you. After just ten thousand miles 


of driving on weak, neg| 


lected antifreeze, a radiator can 


become rusted and corroded. But Prestone protects against 
rust, against corrosion, against freeze-up, down to thirty- 
four below. That’s the Prestone difference. 


Ned Yost proved to be more complicated than announced and 
most expensive for the Rangers. To complete the transfer, 
Texas had to buy out Sundberg’s contract for $250,000 and 
make two years of deferred payments, at $360,000 a year. Thus, 
the Rangers paid Sundberg $970,000 for the privilege of trading 
the six-time Gold Glove winner. . . . Utah Jazz center Rich 
Kelley, a 7-footer from Stanford University and self-styled 
“world’s tallest flake,” has a recording of his mother’s voice on 
a telephone answering device that responds to calls by saying. 
“Little Rich is out playing right now, but I told him to be home 
for supper, so leave a message.” . . . There’s method in the 
madness of major league coaches who trek to Latin America, 
where the fans are sometimes dangerously volatile, to take 
$3,500-a-month jobs managing winter league teams. “The win- 
ter leagues are heavily scouted,” said Cardinal coach Hal Lan- 
ier, currently piloting the Escogido club in the Dominican Re- 

public, “so you get a lot of exposure. They're a good 


proving ground.” .. . CBS broadcaster Pat Summerall says 


the network figures having the Dallas Cowboys on nation- 
al television means an automatic 4.4 million additional 
viewers. .. . Insurance executive Ted L. Ridings, whose 
interests center on baseball and country music, will sub- 
mit to the Tennessee Baseball Commission plans for a 
guitar-shaped stadium to help Nashville land a major 
league franchise. 

AROUND THE HORN: Murray Cook, general manager 
of the Yankees, believes the success of the 1983 Orioles 
will have “a profound effect” on the approach many 
major league teams take to shaping a pennant contender. 
“There’s more inclination to go with farm systems and 
away from free agency,” said Cook. The Yanks, who has 
prospered from free-agent signings in the past, picked 
only one player, Dwight Evans, in the 1983 re-entry draft. . 
.. When Coach Al Kerr sends his University of California 
School of Medicine basketball team into action he never 
knows who might be called to surgery or to deliver a 
baby. “I never know how many players I’m going to have 
or when they’re going to leave,” said Kerr. “Several of 
them bring a beeper and set it on the scorer’s table. The 
game will be going on and the beeper goes off—‘Dr. So- 
and-So, you're needed in surgery.’ Just like that, I lose a 
player.” The intern or practicing resident may be needed 
only for telephone consultation. “He'll run off the court 
and make a diagnosis over the phone,” said Kerr. . , . 
Press box wags figure the ‘Carlos Diaz-Sid Fernandez 
trade between the Mets and Dodgers at the winter meet- 
ings was the first in major league history involving native 
Hawaiians. Both pitchers are natives of Honolulu. 


WHEEL OF FORTUNE: Major league players should 
have a voice in the selection of a commissioner, in the 
opinion of Frank Robinson, manager of the Giants, but he 
predicts, “It'll never happen.” Robinson believes his pro- 
posal might relieve some of the tension in player-manage- 
ment relationships. “Certainly, it’s a one-sided situation as 
it stands now,” Robinson said. “The owners pick the com- 
missioner and they pay his salary. How can the commis- 
sioner expect to be objective when he depends upon the 
owners for his job? My suggestion would be that the play- 
ers have an equal number of representatives on the 
screening committee. That way, there would be no 
pressures or partiality in making decisions that concern 
both sides.” However, said the Hall of Fame outfielder, 
“The owners don't seem inclined to give up any of their 
clout.” . ... Dallas Cowboys Coach Tom Landry figures the 
Washington Redskins’ average of plus-3 turnovers a game 
is worth 150 yards per contest in field position. “That’s 
pretty potent,” said Landry. . . . Hall of Famer Lefty Grove 
figures he helped send former American League player, 
manager and league president Joe Cronin to Coopers- 
town. “He could hit me at midnight with the lights out,” 
said Grove. “I was a fastball pitcher and he was a fastball 
hitter. About once a year he’d hit me in the fanny with one 
of his shots back through the middle.” 

FOOTNOTES: Buddy LeRoux, Red Sox general partner, 
told friends he offered Haywood Sullivan $5 million for his 
partnership in the Boston club, but Sullivan spurned the 
offer. The proposed deal would have given. LeRoux con- 
trol of the franchise. .. . There wasn’t much hoopla about 
Augustana College winning the NCAA Division Il feotball 
championship, noted Thomas Tredway, president of the 
Rock Island, Ill., school. “Being the best little college,” 
said Tredway, “is like being the nicest guy in the Gesta- 
po.” ... Among the more memorable quotes coming out of 
the winter meetings was Manager Del Crandall’s observa- 
tion, after the Mariners acquired infielder Jack Perconte 
in the Gorman Thomas deal with the Indians. “The one 
thing that has kept Perconte from being a good major 
league player is performance,” said Crandali. . . . Insiders 
say Oklahoma’s Barry Switzer is a leading candidate for 
the Houston Oilers’ coaching job although Switzer has said 
repeatedly, “I can get anything I want at Oklahoma.” . . . 
The Eckerd College basketball team in St. Petersburg, 
Fla., has a 6-2 guard, ‘Roger Maris, son of baseball's Single 
season home run king. ... Former NFL star Alex Karras 
says it only seemed like he played college football longer 
than four years. “Actually,” Karras.cracked, “I was only at 
lowa two terms—Truman’s and Eisenhowe: 
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TSN BRIEFING ... 
Doug Kotar 


The New York Giants lost a friend and football 
lost a battler when former running back Doug 
Kotar Jost his fight against a brain tumor. (Column 
on page 17.) 


Up From the Ashes 


Mike Lansford’s 42-yard field goal with two 
ticks left on the clock lifted the Los Angeles Rams 
into the NFL playoffs, just a year after the club 
finished with the league’s worst record. (NFL 
roundup on pages 18-19.) 


Baltimore Blues 


Coming at the end of another losing season, one 
which began with the trade of John Elway, Colt 
Owner Bob Irsay’s stated intention not to sign 
running back Curtis Dickey was another indication 
that there is little hope for the Baltimore fran- 
chise. (Story on page 20.) 


Dark Times 


It is almost time to revive the bumper stickers 
that.read “Bring Back Professional Football_to 
the New York Metropolitan Area.” And most of 
the current problems with New York football can 
be traced to a parade of undistinguished coaches 
for both franchises. (Column on page 30.) 


inhospitable 


Kentucky continued to look like an unbeatable 
college basketball team, blowing away Brigham 
Young, 93-59, in the finale of the Wildcats’ invi- 
tational tournament. (College roundup on page 
33.) 


Olympian Effort 


San Diego State’s Michael Cage and Cal State 
Fullerton’s Leon Wood toil in relative obscurity on 
the basketball court because of minimal national 
TV exposure. But both stand good chances of be- 
coming members of the U.S. Olympic squad. 
(Story on page 34.) 


No Regrets 


Pat LaFontaine follows the fortunes of the 
New York Islanders closely. But he doesn’t regret 
for a moment his decision to pass up the chance to 
sign with the defending Stanley Cup champions in 
order to play for the U.S. Olympic team. (Column 
on page 36.) 


Stepping Out 
The Detroit Tigers, who usually prefer to watch 
the bidding wars from afar, stepped out of char- 
acter and made much-sought-after siugger Dar- 
rell Evans an offer this year’s top free agent 
couldn’t refuse. (Story on page 48.) 


Death Knell for DH? 


The designated hitter is a dead issue in the Na- 
tional League and apparently a dying one in the 
American, if the sentiments expressed at base- 
ball’s winter meetings are any indication. Even the 
A.L.’s new president is opposed to the rule. (Col- 
umn on page 49.) 


To subscribe to THE SPORTING NEWS 
or make a change of address if you are an 
existing subscriber, see page 35. 
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The Sporting News 
OUR OPINION 


Animal Show at Shea 


Rotten spectators are all too common at sports 
events these days. New York has no monopoly on 
this breed, but the riffraff who tore up Shea Sta- 
dium during and after the New York Jets’ farewell 
game there deserve a special niche in the Hall of 
Ugly Conduct. 

Sports promoters bear the ultimate responsibility 
for policing their events. If they plead that the task 
is impossible, they may have to padlock the gates 
and turn their games into strictly TV shows. Sub- 
jecting customers to the human garbage that stunk 
up Shea Stadium December 10 won't get it. 

For a notable contrast to the mess in New York, 
we're reminded of the show of force in Philadel- 
phia’s Veterans Stadium when the Phillies defeat- 
ed Kansas City to win the 1980 World Series. 
Mounted police and canine patrols ringed the field 
the moment the game ended. If any in the crowd 
had mayhem in mind, they reconsidered. There 
was no trouble. 

The Phillies and the city of Philadelphia drew 
criticism from some visiting writers, who thought 
the display of official muscle was “unnecessary.” 
We'll never know whether it was necessary, but we 
do know there was no destruction that night. 

We also know what happened in Shea Stadium 
when security forces failed to cope with mindless 
punks who took over the premises. Tearing down 
the goal posts was the least of the vandals’ accom- 
plishments at Shea. They terrorized peaceable 
spectators, ripped out seats, hurled cherry bombs, 
tore up sod, destroyed two auxiliary scoreboards 
and fought in the parking lots. 

High-priced tickets don't screen out the bums. It 
cost $10 to $14 to watch the Jets in New York, but 
exhibitionists were there in force. As writer Jerry 
Izenberg of the Newhouse News Service noted: 
“This was wanton destruction by drunks and jerks 
and America’s overprivileged children.” 

The ritual of uprooting the goal posts requires 
more muscle than it did in the days when goal posts 
were merely chunks of wood sunk into natural 
turf. Now they’re reinforced metal, often imbedded 
in concrete, and the cost of replacing them‘can run 
to several thousand dollars. 

Tearing them down can be costly in human 
terms, too, as overexuberant spectators learned at 
the Harvard-Yale game in New Haven, Conn., No- 
vember 19. Celebrating Harvard's victory, fans 
went after the goal posts. When the crossbar was 
ripped loose, one end struck a young woman by- 
stander, a Harvard freshman, in the head. She suf- 
fered massive head trauma and, according to a re- 
cent report, was in stable condition in a New 
Haven hospital. 

As for the Jets, they won't have to contend with 
idiotic fan behavior in New York any longer. 
They're moving to the Meadowlands in New Jer- 
sey next fall, where they’ll share a stadium with 
the Giants, who abandoned New York in 1976. New 
York City. officials estimated the damage to city- 
owned Shea Stadium at $261,000, a bill the Jets will 
turn over to their insurance company. 

Insurance doesn’t cover the damage to customer 
confidence, however. The sports promoter’s cost of 
doing business includes a security force big enough 
to maintain order. If the Jets can’t supply that kind 
of security in New York, they'd better do so in New 
Jersey. 

The Jets' performance on the field was as woeful 
as their response to trouble in the stands. The rout 
by the Pittsburgh Steelers may have stirred re- 
sentment among those assembled for the Jets’ New 
York swan song. That's no excuse for what hap- 
pened, but it may help explain it. 

Will the Shea Stadium mob scene impact Na- 
tional Football League ticket sales? Probably not, 
but NFL no-shows for weeks 14 and 15 were not 
encouraging. For week 14, there were 153,934, and 
the next week 147,083. For the two weeks, the no- 
show per-game average was 10,751, about double 
the season average of 5,656. 


Sitting Around With Joe Falls 
One of the things I yearn to do is to have dinner and talk 
baseball with Joe Falls some night this coming spring training. 
Thanks, Joe, for all the great stories.;~ 
JUM BUDKA 
St. Petersburg, Fla. : 


Joe Falls (December 12), indicates he would like to cover or 
see “... a Johnstown at Hershey hockey game.” 

Mr. Falls will probably never see that game. Hershey is in 
the American Hockey League. Johnstown does not have a pro- 
fessional hockey team, nor have they ever played in the same 
league as the Hershey Bears. 

GREGG MACE 
Sports Director, WHTM-TV 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


If it were up to Tampa Bay fans, I’m sure Joe Falls could 
spend 16 quiet weekends with John McKay next season. 
ED LUEPKER 
St. Louis 


Point and Counterpoint 

In Mike Douchant’s December 5 column, he hit the nail 
squarely on the head when he said the NBA product is stereo- 
typed. With regard to style and execution, all NBA games are 
the same and they are about as exciting as a turtle race. Even 
the coaches and the referees are stereotyped. 

It must be a real bore for coaches in the NBA where they are 
stripped of their-personality, imagination, strategy, team de- 
fense and other important aspects of the game. 

I would say it is now time for the NBA to take a hard look at 
its product. 

G.W. ADAMS 

Arbyrd, Mo. 

The only complaints about the NBA have come from those in 
the media and skeptics of pro basketball who care very little 
about the game. Changes are not needed in the NBA; they are 
needed inside the media, whose continuous sniping is primarily 
responsible for the negative image pro basketball has received 
in the first place. 

HERMAN HAWKINS JR. 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Douchant’s plans to “collegize” the NBA are ludicrous. If he 
doesn’t want to watch the greatest players in the world, let him 
go watch an exciting 52-43 college game where one team runs 
around with the ball the last five minutes. The NBA players 
should not be penalized because they have achieved such a 
high level of performance. 

Douchant should try to renovate the college game, where 
talent is secondary to the “old college try.” 

DAVID T. CHASTAIN 

Cincinnati 


A Debate 
When you said your “greatest college quarterbacks of today” 
would start debate, you asked for it. 
How come Boston College’s Doug Flutie was omitted? He 
only finished third in the Heisman Trophy voting. 
JOHN SLUPSKI 
Norwell, Mass. 


North Carolina’s Scott Stankavage one of the year’s best col- 
lege quarterbacks? 

Pardon me while I laugh! 

HANK WYLIE 

Virginia Beach, Va. 

Listing Stankavage with the best quarterbacks made me 
wonder if the article was co-authored by Choo-Choo Justice. 
Mr. Green stated that Stankavage found himself in a league 
with Boomer Esiason, Ben Bennett, Gary Schofield and Mike 
Eppley. Why wasn’t the article about one of those obviously 
better players? 

DAVID LINVILLE 

Winston-Salem, N.C. 


Against Duke’s porous defense, Stankavage was 5 of 15 for 
less than 100 yards. Bennett was 27 of 35 that day for more than 
300 yards. He was so great, in fact, that the North Carolina 
coaches and players gave the game ball to him. 

CHUCK WRIGHT 

Camden, S.C. 


Celtic Glory 

Perhaps it is reader John Scott who needs to do his home- 
work, not Charlie Vincent. In his December 5 letter, John dis- 
torts the facts. He indicates that the Boston Celtics’ accom- 
plishments are a part of the distant past. He goes on to pay 
homage to the Lakers for winning eight NBA titles but neglects 
to mention that five of those crowns were captured before 1955. 

As for Boston not being much without Bill Russell, the Celtics 
have still achieved more than any other team in the last 14 
years since Russell's retirement—a transient period marked by 
expansion, free agency, overblown salaries and above all, no 
back-to-back champions. In the post-Russell era the Celts have 
won more games than any other club and have matched the 
Lakers for the most NBA titles with three. In addition, Boston 
has had the league’s best record five times and has won eight 
division crowns. 


VOICE OF THE FAN 


The names may change from Cousy to Russell to Haviicek to 
Cowens to Bird, but the Celtics continue to be the pride of the 
NBA. 

STEVEN BERKOWITZ 


Bayside, N.Y. 


Darts for Young 

In the December 12 issue, Dick Young stated, “Eddie Murray 
would have been named MVP if he weren't so churlish. The 
voters just won't go for a good hitter who waves at ground balls 
unless he’s a nice guy.” 

Is this the same Dick Young who considers All-Star Game 
balloting a travesty because the fans turned it into a popularity 
contest? 

I'm sure Mr. Young wouldn't mind including the fans in the 
MVP voting since it is apparently nothing more than another 
popularity contest. 

F.M. MOONEY 

Pocomoke City, Md. 


Eddie Murray is involved in United Cerebral Palsy, Sickle 
Cell Anemia, American Red Cross and the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity Children’s Center, among other ‘things. He has. pur- 
chased 50 box seats at every Orioles’ home game for the past 
four years for underprivileged children in Baltimore. 

On the field, his numbers speak for themselves. 

If he opened himself up to the media, America’s children 
would see a worthy hero. But the fact that he is reserved in 
public doesn’t make him any less of a man. 

N. JAMES GUEVARA JR. 

Washington 

Dick Young himself is becoming as grouchy as the Ayatollah, 
but assuming he’s right about Eddie Murray, should we then 
conclude that there’s a box marked “Sunny Disposition” on the 


MVP ballot? 
KEN KLEE 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Nothing Lasts Forever 

Why didn't Jim Brown come back when his single-season 
rushing record (1,863 yards, 1963) was broken by 0. J. Simpson 
(2,003 yards, 1973)? Then, he was only 37 years old. 

What will Brown do when Walter Payton passes both him 
and Franco Harris in career yardage? 

Brown should forget about it. He’s generally rated the great- 
est running back in NFL history and he should know that “rec- 
ords are made to be broken.” 

DINO L. MARSILI 

Bakersfield, Calif. 


Against College Playoff 

David Heeren (Voice, December 5) put forth the much- 
espoused college football playoff idea to determine the No. | 
college team. One of his primary reasons is that the current 
bow! format allows the choosing of No. 1 by “ballot box.” Yet 
his idea depends on that very thing. Choosing the final 16 teams 
by “consensus” is indeed choosing No. 1 by ballot box. Addition- 
ally, his idea of using the bowls as.the playoff sites is unrealistic 
and unworkable. It would require that all pre-final games be 
held prior to New Year's Day. This is never going to happen, 
nor should it. = 

One of the grandest modern traditions of celebrating New 
Year's Day is watching the major college bowl games on TV. 
Adopting the above playoff plan would require that only one 
bow! game be played on January 1. Ridiculous! 

Major college football should retain its unique identity. Why 
should college football be like every other sport in choosing the 
best team? The current format allows fans of some four to five 
teams to claim that they are No. 1. Why let it come down to a 
computer-regulated system? There are no winners’ shares to 
divide! Let it remain as it is. 

RANDY FREEMAN 

Riverside, Calif. 


Verbalizing 

Did Furman Bisher actually write that Furman University 
“has scholarshiped” 140 athletes? 

Is it also possible that in the same article (TSN, December 5) 
he made fun of today’s television announcers? 

Wow! 

RUTH BROCK 
Rheinbeck, N.Y. 


Big Ten Booster 

1 was upset with Tom Barnidge’s December 5 column in 
which he termed the University of Illinois football team a 
“dog,” a reference to the Illini’s single loss to Missouri (a Holi- 
day Bowl team) in the opening game of the season. 

Iiinois came on to beat Iowa (TSN's No. 9-ranked team), 
Ohio State (TSN’s No. 8ranked team) and Michigan (ranked 
No. 7 in TSN’s Top Twenty). 

No other conference placed four teams in the top 15 in any 
rating system. 

The Big Ten is one of the strongest conferences and to refer 
to its champion as “dog” shows a lack of understanding of 
college football. 

KEITH COX 

Birmingham, Mich. 
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Jets Ready for ‘Bloodbath’ With USFL 


NEW YORK—Jets Owner Leon Hess has declared talent 
war with USFL. “It'll be a real bloodbath,” says Hess, with 
uncharacteristic rhetoric. Jets’ owner is opposite of George 
Steinbrenner, always shying away from publicity, but USFL 
raids on Jets’ key personnel obviously struck a nerve. Summer 
league has raided New York for Jerry Holmes, Johnny Lynn 
and Ron Crosby. “There may be one more of our men already 
commited, but that will be the last one they'll ever get,” says 
Hess. “We'll pay whatever it takes to keep the men we want, 
and if that takes us above our salary budget, I'll pay the differ- 
ence out of my personal money.” Leon Hess is Amerada-Hess 
Oil. 

Nelson Doubleday has signed one 
of the greatest ball players of all 
time—but not for Mets. Doubleday 
Publishing will do Mickey Mantle’s 
autobiog, advancing $150,000, biggest 
number ever for a sports book... . 
Ron Davis, then Johnny Castino. The 


By 
DICK YOUNG 


way Cal Griffith is suddenly spending 
money to keep his stars, I’m worried 
about value of U.S. dollar. Castino 
signed for four years at 600 thou per 
with no-trade clause first two years. 
No-trade in Minneapolis? Next thing 
somebody will ask me to believe is 
that players are demanding no-trade 
clausés in Cleveland. 

No Dave:Parker. No Mike Easler. 
Pirates are going to have to do a lot 
of running, Parker, minus 10 pounds, 
looks like whippet. At $800,000 per, 
Cincy could be getting biggest bar- 
gain in free-agent annals. He has 
something to prove to Pirates. Irony: 
In three years, Dave starts collecting 
$200,000 a season, deferred, from 
Bucs, and could be beating their 
brains out with bat... . With Cincy 
G.M. Bob Howsam on rostrum, along 
with Manager Vern Rapp, who do 
you suppose made speech announc- 
ing Parker signing in Nashville? 
Parker’s agent, Tom Reich, that’s 
who. This is what intimidated owners 
have let happen to baseball. 

I have lost all respect for Sugar 
Ray Leonard. I always thought here 
was one bright young man, rungs 
above the average jock, with his life 
neatly and securely laid out after a 
scary brush with semi-blindness. 
Now, he is ready to risk his sight by 
returning to boxing, and for what? 
He’s wealthy. He is famous. He says 
it’s “the challenge.” What challenge? 
The cheap thrill of defying danger? 
Is it a thrill for his wife? For Ray Jr.? 
How selfish can a man get? 

Al Rosen discloses that Astros’ 
brass discussed bringing in fences at 
dome, where homers aren't cheap, 
but decided on status quo for present. 
. .. Jack McKeon says within one 
hour after Padres obtained Carmelo 
Martinez from Cubs, two other clubs 
had made him offers for the slugging 
first-base prospect. “I might turn 
around and trade him, or we could 
farm him out, or we might use him in 
the outfield. He’s good to have 
around in case Steve Garvey gets 
hurt again,” McKeon said. 

I can’t understand attitude of NBA 
players’ union toward Michael Ray 
Richardson case, They sign agree- 
ment with owners on drug-fighting 
plan, but first time a case goes to ar- 
bitration they threaten to pull out of 
entire agreement if they lose. Is the 
player-management agreement only 
for decisions that favor the druggies? 
... Joe Torre on DH: “I’m against it 
because it take strategy out of 
game,” says Atlanta manager. “But if 
they were to modify it, say limiting 


use of DH to twice a game, then strategy would be restored. A 
manager would have to conserve his use of the DH, looking for 
just the right spot. That would give fans lots of second-guessing 
excitement, which is a large part of baseball.” 

Players claim they.fired Ken Moffett as union chief because 
he didn’t work hard enough.’Am I hearing this right? The play- 
ers Say somebody else doesn’t work hard enough? And Marvin 
Miller insists he had nothing to do with Moffett ouster. He'll 
have plenty chance to prove it in court. Moffett plans to sue 
him for his lungs. 

Ralph Houk, now managing Red Sox, admiring Dodgers’ 


& 


Tommy Lasorda: “He pitched for me at Denver. Two things I 
remember about him. He had damnedest curve bail i ever saw. 
and he knocked down more hitters than anyone in the league. 
Anybody got a hit off him, he’d go down next time up! .. - 
Baseball is demo sport in '84 Olympics, but unique gold, silver, 
bronze medals are being struck for winners, resembling real 
thing. Cubans are favored in six-team competition because 
they have been playing together forever and have no pro ball. 
Same as USSR in other sports, and Cuba in boxing. Other na- 
tions in Olympic baseball are U.S., Italy, Nicaragua, South 
Korea, Taiwan. 
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Hair-Raising 

When you’ve got a lousy 
haircut, you just can’t dis- 
guise it, as second-year 
guard Jerry Eaves of the 
Utah Jazz discovered to his 
embarrassment during a re- 
cent game in Las Vegas. 
Eaves had tried cover-up | = 
tactics by gluing a clump of A 
hair back in place, but when By BOB McCOY, 


fhe began to sweat during the 3 - 
ane the hair fell Siren Executive News Editor 


onto the court. 

The Utah team is playing 11 home games this season at the 
new Thomas and Mack Center in Las Vegas, and Eaves decid- 
ed to get a trim the afternoon of the November 29 game with 
the Phoenix Suns. Eaves wasn’t saying where he got the hair- 
cut, but it was obvious he hadn't gone to a regular barber. 

Anyhow, whoever worked on Haves set the clippers too low 
and sheared off a portion of hair on the right side of Eaves’ 
head, near his part, leaving a bald spot. 

According to Dave Fredman, vice-president of the Jazz’ op- 
eration in Las° Vegas and the club’s former public relations 
director, the bald spot was about the size of a half-dollar. And 
Fredman said Eaves didn’t look much better when the clump 
was in place. 

“I noticed early in the game that his hair looked funny,” 
Fredman said. “It was cut lower on one side than the other.” 

In the second quarter, Eaves was defrocked. His hairpiece 
fell out, and he picked it up quickly and stuffed it into his pants, 
trying to be nonchalant about the whole thing. A few people, 
including Fredman, noticed that Eaves now had a bald spot 
ihat hadn’t existed a few minutes earlier. Fredman, believing 
that Eaves may have become ill, asked Jazz trainer John 
Sparks and the coaching staff if Eaves had a disease or some- 
thing and then quizzed customers in the VIP seats at courtside 
to find out what had happened. 

At the next timeout, Eaves took himself out of the game and 
headed toward the dressing room. Fredman followed and 
asked Eaves what was going on. 

“Jerry said, ‘I've gotta go back to the Dunes (the team’s 
hotel),’" said Fredman. “Could 1 use your car? He told me he 
could be back in time for the second half, but 1 told him 1 
thought he was overreacting.” 

Eaves continued to skirt the issue, and Fredman, still going 
on the theory that the player had an ailment that caused him to 
lose his hair, said, “What did you do, Jerry? If you didn’t do 
anything, I think I'd recommend a shot of penicillin.” 

Eaves then said he had to go to the hotel to fix his hair, and 
Fredman gave him the keys to his car. When Eaves returned 
during halftime, with the bald spot covered again, he told 
Coach Frank Layden a doctor had diagnosed his problem as a 
case of nerves. Layden, normally a fun-loving character, de- 
clared there would be no teasing. 

Eaves played the second half without incident. The Jazz beat 
the Suns, 114-110, and the next day Eaves got an extra-short 
haircut so that his blank spot wouldn’t be noticed. 

Then came the fun. Hot Rod Hundley, the team’s radio an- 
nouncer, began referring to Eaves as “Razor.” The players 
held a kangaroo court, and Eaves took a lot of ribbing. A couple 
of days later, as the Jazz reviewed films of the game in prepa- 
ration for a rematch with the Suns in Phoenix, there was a 
raucous scene as the film was slowed down and then run back- 
ward, showing Eaves’ hair coming off his head, and then going 
back into place. 

Fredman had the last word. “I told Jerry his wasn’t the worst 
haircut I'd ever seen,” he said. “One of our players got that one 
from a barber at the Atlanta airport a few years ago.” 


Back on the Bus 


John Jackson, basketball coach at Dean Junior College in 
Franklin, Mass., thought he had the solution for his team’s 


INSIDERS SAY 


PETE AXTHELM, prognosticator for NBC on its NFL tele- 
casts, after he picked the New York Jets to beat Pittsburgh and 
the Steelers took a 20-0 halftime lead, en route to a 34-7 tri- 
umph: “I did feel that the occasion of the final home game at 
Shea Stadium would bring out the true character of the Jets. 
And, come to think of it, maybe it*has.” 


EMMANUAL CLEAVER, a Kansas City councilman, on the 
city’s reaction to Royals players being sent to prison, and then 
suspended from baseball, on drug charges: “We're embar- 
rassed. Kansas City is a place that feels snubbed when a snow- 
storm passes it by. We've tried to uplift our image, but what 
we're best known for is the collapse of a building (the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel), the doping of ball players and the nuking of 
Kansas City and Lawrence, Kan. (in the ABC-TV movie “The 
Day After”). It’s hard to live with, sometimes.” 


TOM PENDERS, Fordham basketball coach, on the effort- 
less manner in which the Tar Heels of North Carolina win their 
games; “They play like they're wearing tuxedoes. At the end of 
a game, they aren't sweating.” 


problem of failing to win on its home court. 

Jackson had his players dress in their visiting uniforms, and 
he rented a bus to drive the team around town for awhile 
before a December 12 game with high-scoring Springfield Tech 
Junior College. Jackson hoped his ploy would give the players 
the feeling they were playing away from home. 

“We're just going to ride for about 40 minutes,” he told the 
players as they boarded the bus, explaining that he just wanted 
to loosen them up a little. 

Before the game, the Dean players were introduced to the 
crowd first—just as if they were the visitors. But Jackson's plan 
didn’t work. The real visitors won, 84-65. That dropped Dean’s 
record to 5-4, with all the losses at home and all the wins on the 
road. 


The Running Nun 

Sister Marion Irvine, principal of Sacred Heart Elementary 
School in San Francisco, took up jogging 514 years ago as a 
means of relaxing after a hard day in the classroom. Now, the 
54-year-old nun is the world’s fastest female marathoner in the 
over-50 age group, and she is the oldest person ever to qualify 
for the U.S. Olympic Trials. 

Sister Marion shattered the women’s over-50 record by more 
than eight minutes with her clocking of 2:51.01 in the California 
International Marathon at Sacramento. To qualify for the 
Olympic Trials next May in Olympia, Wash., she needed a time 
of 2:51.16 or better. 

“Her performance was probably the greatest ever by a 
woman over 50,” said Marty Post, statistics editor of Runner’s 
World magazine. “It’s the equivalent of a man over 50 running 
a 2:18, which is 10 minutes faster than any man that age has 
ever run.” 


Ticked Off 


The old fake countdown trick by the Wisconsin band worked 
twice in the Badgers’ basketball game with Nebraska, but the 
visiting Cornhuskers eventually won anyway in double over- 
time, 71-69. 

At the end of a period, in regulation time or in overtime, the 
band counts down the clock, but does it early, hoping to rattle 
an opponent into taking a poor shot. Band members count 
“five, four, three two, one . . .” while the clock may show 10 
seconds or more remaining. 

Against Nebraska, the countdown caused Huskers guard 
Eric Williams to rush an off-balance shot at the end of the first 
half. Jay Laszewski rebounded for Wisconsin, then held the 
ball. “The band fooled us, too,” said Badgers Coach Steve 
Yoder. 

The game went into overtime tied at 61-all, and it was 67-67 
at the countdown in the first extra period. The Huskers’ Brian 
Carr heard the band’s count, went up for a shot, but was cov- 
ered and passed to David Ponce, who lost the ball in the confu- 
sion over getting off a last-second shot. 

After his Huskers won in the second overtime, Coach Moe 
Iba was asked about the band’s countdown. “I didn’t hear it,” he 
said. “If it did (fool us), it’s a helluva play by the band.” 


YOUR QUESTION, 
PLEASE 


By JOHN DUXBURY 
—aae SS SSS 

Q. When Edgar Garbisch accounted for all of the 
points in Army’s 12-0 victory over Navy in 1924 with four 
field goals, were the field goals dropkicked or place- 
kicked? .. . George G. Dorer, Baltimore. 


A. According to Tim Cohane’s history of West 
Point football, “Gridiron Grenadiers,” Garbisch’s 
field goals were dropkicks of 32, 42, 26 and 36 
yards. Cohane writes that Garbisch had piaced- 
kicked a field goal against Navy in 1922, but drop~ 
kicked during his jast two seasons. 

Cohane also points out an interesting bit of triv- 
ia about Garbisch: 

“Probably, Garbiseh is the only football man 
who ever played five full 60-minute games against 
Notre Dame. He played the first in 1917 as a guard 
for Washington and Jefferson and the other four 
for Army.” (He played for Army in the 1921-24 
games.) 


Q. Did Jack Morris of the Detroit Tigers pitch a no-hit- 
ter in 1980 or 1981? . . . Erik Dawes, Princeton Junction, 
N.J. 


] A. No. 


Q. Isn’t it true that Bobby Murcer led the Yankees in 
homers for five straight years (1969-73)? . , . Kurt Fran- 
cis, Palm Harbor, Fla. 


A. Murcer led the Yankees in homers in 1970 
(23), 1971 (25) and 1972 (33) and tied with Graig 
Nettles in 1973 (22). In 1969, Joe Pepitone ied the 
Yanks in homers with 27, and Murcer was second 
with 26. 


Q. I recently read that the California Angels have re- 
tired uniform number 26—Gene Autry. What's the story 
behind that? .. . Butch Waisanen, Suttons Bay, Mich. 


A. The Angels retired uniform No. 26 on Octeber 
3, 1982, in honor of Autry, the club’s owner, “sym- 
bolic of the 26th man on the club.” 


Q. What were Arkansas’ football records when Pat 
Summerall played there and when Lance Alworth 
played there? ... Edward Fischer, East Troy, Wis. 


A. Summerall played at Arkansas in 1949, 1950 
and 1951, and the Razorbacks were 5-5, 2-8 and 5-5. 

Alworth played at Arkansas in 1959, (960 and 
1961, and the Razorbacks were 82 each season. 
They defeated Georgia Tech, 14-7, in the Gator 
Bowl following the 1959 season; lost to Duke, 7-6, in 
the Cotton Bowi following the 1960 season; and lost 
to Alabama, 10-3, in the Sugar Bowl foliowing the 
1961 season. 


Q How many errors did Marv Throneberry make in 
his major-league career? How many errors did he make 
in the World Series? . .. Lance Worthey, San Diego, Calif. 


A. In his seven seasons in the majors (1955, 1958- 
63), Throneberry made 17 errors in 1,661 chances 
in 307 games as a first baseman and in 45 gamesas 
an outfielder. He played in only one Worid Series 
game (as a pinch-hitter in 1958 with the Yankees) 
and was never in the field. 


Q. With which team did Rick Barry start his pro bas- 
ketball career and what were his statistics? . . . James C_ 
White, Represa, Calif. 

A. Barry started his pro basketball career with 
the San Francisco Warriors of the National Bas- 
ketball Association in 1965-66. He averaged 25.7 
points, 10.6 rebounds and 2.2 assists a game. 


ANSWER TO LAST WEEK’S TRIVIA QUESTION: St. 
Louis Cardinals pitching coach Mike Roarke was a 
teammate of future pro football players Art Donovan, 
Butch Songin, Art Spinney and Ernie Stautner on the 
1949 Boston College football team, which had a 4-1 rec- 
ord. In his three varsity seasons at Boston College (1949- 
51), Roarke, an end, established B.C. career records for 
pass receptions (49), pass reception yardage (808) and 
touchdown passes caught (12). 


THIS WEEK’S TRIVIA QUESTION: What two football 
players led the nation’s major college players in passing 
and passes intercepted in the same season? 


Do you have a question on sports history, records or 
trivia? If so, send ifto John Duxbury, THE SPORTING 
NEWS, P.O. Box 56, St. Louis, Mo. 63166. Please under- 
tand that because of the large volume of mail we can- 
not answer all questions in the column and we cannot 
personally respond te letters. 
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A Clear Case of Pigskin Overexposure 


DETROIT—Watching Monday Night Football used to be a 
ritual at my home. I'd plan my day so that nothing would inter- 
rupt my evening with Howard Cosell & Friends. 

I'd get the fireplace going and my wife would plan dinner for 
kickoff time. I even took to turning off the phone in the family 
room or by telling callers who got through, “Oh, you'll have to 
excuse me. My wife just put dinner on the table and I don't 
want to keep her waiting.” 

I didn’t dare tell them it was third and long for the Chargers 
and I wanted to see how Dan Fouts was going to handle the 
situation. 


and it’s hard to get excited over all the games when so many of 
them are available to us. 

I also believe last season’s strike has had some carry-over 
effect on the fans. In my town, the Lions made the playoffs with 
a 4-5 record, for heaven sakes, and that memory lingers. 

In any case, interest in the NFL is down. Attendance is off 
and so are the television ratings. No one factor is responsible, 
but many of them, and while I don’t think it’s all that serious— 
the game is too good to die—I don't have the answers as to 
what can be done about it. 

I wonder what Pete Rozelle thinks? 


You could take a New England and 
a Houston and put them into Seat- 
tle and Kansas City uniforms and 
some football fans would never 


know the difference or even Care. 
————— 


Now, I hardly look in. I'll watch an 
occasional game, if the pairing is 
good, like Washington against Dallas, 


or I'll flip on the ABC channel to 
check on the score. But there is none 
of the urgency of the past. 

Sometimes, I just read on Monday 
night. Or play with my puppies, Ame 
and Kash. Or take a nap. Sometimes, 
I even talk to my wife. 

Or engage in self-diagnosis. 

I’m not sure what’s happened, but I 
think I've been overexposed to foot- 
ball. We talked about this possibility 
way back in the 1960s when TV first 
took its hold on professional football. 
Pete Rozelle spoke about it all the 
time. 

Overexposure was an important 
matter, but nobody seemed to care 
much about it because we were all 
enjoying the games and, besides, 
what could anybody do about it any- 
way? 

So the years went by and double- 
headers and tripleheaders came into 
our homes. We got pro football on 
Sundays, then Monday nights, then 
Thursday nights, and also on Satur- 
day afternoons and, occasionally, on 
Friday nights. The games began pil- 
ing up in our minds until, inevitably, 
they began to lose some of their nov- 
elty. 

My personal problem is that so 
many of the games look the same. I 
see them doing the same things. A 
zig-out is a zig-out, a curl is a curl, a 
blitz is a blitz. I have enjoyed all of 
these plays but when you see them 
hundreds of times, then thousands, 
they begin to pale a little. 

I’m not saying pro football is dull. 
It is just that a certain sameness is 
now part of the sport and I don’t get 
turned on as much as I once did. 

In fact, I’ve always maintained you 
could take a New England and a 
Houston and put them into Seattle 
and Kansas City uniforms and some 
football fans would never know the 
difference. Or even care for that 
matter. 

Certainly, this business of parity 
has hurt the NFL. But I think the 
problem goes even deeper. 

I think the length of the season—20 
games now, counting the exhibitions 
—hurts the quality of play. !t’s almost 
impossible for teams to maintain a 
high quality of play for that long. 
They simply go out of sync and lose 
their competitive edge, if for no 
other reason than that they’re play- 
ing all the time. 

Secondly, I believe the well-publi- 
cized drug problems have had some 
effect on the quality of play, though it 
would be impossible for me to pin- 
point any examples. 

I believe the emergence of the 
USFL has hurt, and not just by si- 
phoning off some of the talent in the 
NFL, With the USFL, we now have 
football almost 10 months of the year 


PROBLEM 


HOW TO MAKE LEASING TROUBLE-FREE. 


SOLUTION 


ONE STOP LEASING. 


NSH SV ANTE ColU IN S=X0 B 

One stop at your Ford Author- 
ized Leasing System Dealer can 
solve all your transportation has- 
sles quickly and easily. You can 


*_custom-tailor your own car or 


truck leasing package. Just 
=choose the leasing features and 
benefits that-bestfit your needs 
from your FALS Dealer's compre- 
hensive program: Your vehicle, 
‘license, taxes, insurance and 
ianfetialcyarcunerewers lan elm arclarel{cro}r- le 
_oné convenient location and cov- 


* ered in one monthly payment. 


Professional Maintenance 
for Peace of Mind. ; 
ifayeeXo{olli(ofancom tater cer=iliciale 
elke Mars\w merle lianlicexemnvelacclal ya 
you can choose the extra parts 


and service protection of Ford's 
Extended Service Plan. Another 
way to keep your car or truck 
running smoothly is the FALS 
Maintenance Leasing coupon 
book. The handy coupons are 
programmed to correspond to 
your vehicle's maintenance 
schedule with service fees aver- 
ElolcroMial on elu imic=xe)0]c-Umanre)aitaliy 
lease payment, for minimum has- 
sle. Whatever plan you choose, 
your FALS Dealer's Ford-trained 
service professionals use the 
latest diagnostic equipment and 
tools to keep you rolling. 


Insurance and Emergency 
Road Service. 


Why not include emergency 
road service reimbursement and 


proper insurance protection in 
your lease payment? Your FALS 
Dealer can arrange both.when 
you lease using the Preferred 
Insurance Program and'the Ford 
PNUiCoM@)Vl oma Ulsver=tare} noms). clu elles 
of one-stop leasing. Your Ss 
Dealer puts it all together to save 
you time and trouble. Get all the 
details now. Check the Yellow 
Pages for your nearest Ford 
Authorized Leasing System 
Dealer. 


| —— ; 
‘ FORD AUTHORIZEDILEASING SYSTEM: 
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A’s Bring Little Joe 


OAKLAND— 
High above the 
rain-drenched 
streets of his home- 
town, Joe Morgan, 
in a manner of 
speaking, reached 
the summit of a 
splendid baseball 
career. 

In elegant sur- 
roundings of the 
21st-floor restaurant at Oakland’s lavish Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
surrounded by lifelong friends, besieged by dozens of journal- 
ists, Morgan officially and tearfully became a member of the 
Oakland A's, 

Reviewing the days of Wine, as in Bobby, and one of the 
Roses—a wilting blossom named Pete—Morgan wistfully re- 
membered names and places along the road by which he ar- 
rived at this moment. 

And then, haying advanced step by step from franchise to 
franchise, Morgan tried to express his joy at the opportunity 
now presented him. But emotion proved a formidable obstacle. 

“T'm very proud to wear the green and gold of the Oakland 
A’s,” Morgan said haltingly. He wiped at his eyes. The voice fell 
silent. 

This man who has.no trouble picking up ground balls groped 
agonizingly for a handkerchief, first in one pocket of a double- 
breasted gray suit, then in another. 

“I've got it someplace,” he blurted out. So he did. Composure 
was regained. “I’m all right,” he reassured the audience. And 
so he was. 

A smile lifted the familiar thin mustache. A hand lifted the 
familiar A’s cap onto his head. 

Most Valuable Player awards, World Series championships 
and encomiums by the score had graced Morgan's baseball life 
in the last decade. Yet now he was overwhelmed by the simple 
act of acknowledging a one-year contract. 

“I can’t remember the last time I got this choked up,” he 
would say later without embarrassment. “It’s been a long 
time.” 

Perhaps he was moved by the accolades from those who 
preceded him to the rostrum, a group that varied from Mor- 
gan’s agent, Tom Reich, to Oakland's mayor, Lionel Wilson. 

Perhaps he realized this would be the last hurrah. The tu- 
mult and the shouting eventually must cease. No one, not even 
an athlete as capable and determined as Morgan, goes on for- 
ever. 

A few weeks ago, Morgan, 40 and graying, if ever so slightly, 
doubted he would go this far, He believed that last season, 
when he helped elevate the Philadelphia Phillies to the Nation- 
al League pennant, would be his last. 

Philly was about to be eliminated by the Baltimore Orioles in 
the World Series when Morgan tripled in the bottom of the 
eighth inning of the fifth—and final—game. 

Arriving at third, Joe brushed the dirt from his pinstriped 


Gifts That Fit 


ST. LOUIS—Well, 
I see by the ol’ cal- 
endar on the wall 
that we’re smack 
dab in the middle of 
the holiday season. 
And it’s time, once 
more, to dig deep he 
* into our bag of goo- t 
dies and pull out Managing Editor 
gifts for all our 
friends in sports. 
Pardon me, while I spread these things out and put names 
together with the proper presents. 
For Don King—a curling iron, a megaphone and a Dale Car- 
negie course, “How to Come Out of Your Shell.” 
For Tom Brookshier—an honorary degree from the Univer- 
sity of Louisville. 
For Al Davis—a handlebar mustache and a mortgage to 
foreclose. 
For Howard Cosell—a spotlight, a mirror, a self-portrait and 
a copy of “Howard Cosell'’s Most Memorable Quotes.” 
For Gary Player—a rake. 
For Steve Carlton—a public speaking course. 
For Bobby Knight—a Puerto Rican vacation. 
For John Elway—a year’s supply of crabcakes, a road map 
of Maryland and a lifetime subscription to Baltimore Magazine. 
For Merlin Olsen—a bouquet of posies, a wrist corsage and a 
boutonniere. 
.For Magic Johnson—an ego massage and an 1.0.U. for all 
the money in the continental United States. 
For George Brett—a gift selection of resins, tars and stick- 
ums. 
For Tom Lysiak—a tackling dummy with black-and-white 
Stripes. 
For Don Coryell—a new flight plan. 


SPANDER 


TOM 


BARNIDGE 


Joe Morgan will give 
the young A’s a stabil- 
ity they have lacked. 


Phils uniform and then made an unusual request. 

“T asked the umpire, Ed Vargo, for the ball,” Morgan said. 
“He looked at me. I said, ‘Get the ball.’ He understood. I thought 
it would be my last at-bat. I wanted the souvenir. I was going to 
retire.” 

Reich had heard that song before, if with a different arrange- 
ment. “I wasn’t so sure,” said Morgan’s adviser. “Nobody's 
been able to write his baseball epitaph yet.” The gravestone as 
yet remains unchiseled. 

“I hadn't planned to play,” said Morgan. “But everything was 
right. I love the city of Oakland. I couldn’t pass up the opportu- 
nity.” 

Did he mean it? In this age of high finance, when so many 
athletes seem motivated only by dollar signs, Morgan’s words 
fall softly on the ear. But a natural skepticism persists. Isn’t 
there an ulterior motive? Wasn't he promised the key to the 
Garden of Eden, or a stratospheric salary? 

“Money,” said A’s President Roy Eisenhardt, “wasn’t even 
discussed until the end. We are in the process of remodeling 
the team. We wanted Joe for his leadership, his charisma, his 
emotion. We feel lucky to get him.” 

Morgan, born in Texas, moved with his family to Oakland at 
the age of 4. 

“J went to elementary school, junior high, Castlemont High 
and Oakland City College in this city,” said Morgan. “I used to 
watch the Oakland Oaks play. I played across the Bay for the 
Giants. I used to think that was home. Now I know differently.” 
- What everyone seems to know is that Morgan, no matter 
what his statistics, will give the young A’s a stability they have 
lacked. His leadership is verified in won-lost records. 

Another athlete who grew up in Oakland and was now pres- 
ent in the room, Bill Russell, the great Boston Celtics basket- 
ball player, had a comment about Morgan. 

“There’s a reason those good teams keep following Joe 
around,” Russell said with a laugh. 

For Joe Morgan, the journey is over. He’s home at last. 


the Man 


For Butch Johnson—a seismograph. 

For Billy Martin—a‘box of marshmallows. ‘ 

For George Steinbrenner—a scholarship to charm school. 

For Tom Lasorda—a three-day weekend with Julia Child. 

For Frank Kush—a whip and chains. 

For Bruce Sutter—split-fingered gloves. 

For Gerry Faust—a rosary. 

For Wayne Gretzky—a check. 

For Larry Holmes—the names and addresses of all the off- 
spring of famous boxers. 

For Jim Plunkett—a flock of wounded ducks. 

For Jim Brown—a gift assortment of sour grapes. 

For Sugar Ray Leonard—a boomerang. 

For Gerry Cooney—a compass, a flashlight, a road map and 
20 cents for the telephone. 

For Pete Rose—a case of Grecian Formula. 

For John Madden—a new chalkboard, a train schedule and 
a model plane. 

For Dale Murphy—an apple pie and an American flag. 

For John McKay—a mug shot of his fan club. 

The problem with giving gifts, of course, is that someone is 
always overlooked. No matter how thorough the list, it’s easy to 
forget the deserving names. The New York Giants and St. 
Louis Cardinals merit some recognition for playing what surely 
was the worst game in history of football, a 20-20 tie, and doing 
it on national television on a Monday night. A case of No-Doz 
might be the right gift. 

And what do you get for baseball's answer to Laurel and 
Hardy—Lee Elia and Dallas Green? A couple of yo-yos? A 
truckload of outfield lights? A copy of War and Peace? 

And let's not forget the crew of the Liberty, skippered by 
Dennis Conner, which had a part in turning America’s Cup into 
Australia’s. For them, I think a trophy is in order, sitting atop a 
winged keel. It will be accompanied by special instructions. 

“This is not to be placed on top of your desk. Put it where it 
belongs—down under.” 
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By HAL LEBOVITZ 
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Q. Ole Miss leads Mississippi State, 24-23, with 24 sec- 
onds left, State lines up for a 29-yard field goal attempt 
into a 40-mile-an-hour wind. The ball was kicked well, 
almost dead center between the uprights. However, just 
before the ball reached the crossbar it was caught by the 
wind, went almost straight up and was no good. The ball 
did not cross the plane of the uprights, but if it had 
crossed the bar and then was blown back over the cross- 
bar and landed in the end zone, would the kick have 
been good? ... Richard A. Montague Jr., Jackson, Miss. 
A. No. If it had gone over the crossbar and then 
been blown back beneath the bar, it would have 
been good. But if it goes over and then is blown 
back over the bar, the return trip erases the field 
goal. That was an ill wind that blew for Ole Miss. 


Q. In this year’s Mississippi State-Mississippi game, on 
the first play of the fourth quarter Mississippi quarter- 
back Kelly Powell handed off to running back Arthur 
Humphrey on the MSU 3-yard line. He was hit and fum- 
bled. The ball bounced off the turf once and Powell 
picked it up and ran for six points, Should Powell have 
been able to advance the ball after it hit the ground? - . . 
John Reese, Memphis. 

A. Absolutely. The bail is alive and the offensive 
team always can recover and advance a fumbie, 
The defense can recover a fumble, but can’t ad- 
vance it unless the ball is caught in the air. 


Q. Let’s say the Packers are playing the Vikings for 


* the NFC championship. Green Bay is down by two points 


and has the ball on its own 20 with one second remain- 
ing. Dickey drops back to pass and hits Lofton over the 
middle at the 50. Lofton scampers to the 30-yard line and 
realizes the defense has closed in on him. Suddenly, he 
dropkicks the ball and it sails through the uprights. Is 
this a legal play and would it give the Packers the three 
points they need to win? . . . Pvt. Robert Grob, Fort 
Lewis, Wash. 


A. Yes. The dropkick beyond the line of scrim- 
mage is legal in pro ball. But don’t held your 
breath waiting for it to happen. 


Q. If a basketball player is fouled while shooting, but 
one referee awards him a two-shot opportunity and the 
other referee calls goaltending on his shot, will the play- 
er get a chance for a three-point play or will one cail 
overrule the other? . .. Tim Jordan, New Orleans. 


A. The basket counts becausé of the goaltending, 
And the shooter gets one free throw, not two, be- 
cause he was fouled during a successful shot. If he 
makes the free throw, he’s got the three points, 


Q. I read about the following situation in a Dallas 
newspaper, so please do not automatically say it didn’t 
happen. From what I read, there appears to be a one- 
point safety in college football. Here's the situation: 
With the score 7-6 in Team B’s favor, Team A elects to 
go for a two-point conversion in order to win the game. 
On the attempt the Team A runner is tackled on the 
l-yard line and fumbles the ball into the end zone. A 
Team B player recovers the fumble, whereupon the ref- 
eree signals a one-point safety. Is there a one-point safe- 
ty under the above scenario? I just can't believe it. , . . 
Mark Carlisle, Louisville, Ky. 

A. It’s true that when a safety is scored on a 
conversion attempt, it is worth only one point, 
rather than two. And since it is possible to have a 
safety on the try, a scenario could be developed 
whereby one point is scored. But not en the play 
you describe. Since Team A fumbled the ball into 
the end zone it would be a touchback if recovered 
by Team B and the conversion would be no goad. 

But let’s take the same play and change it some- 
what. The Team A runner fumbles on the l-yard 
and a Team B player, trying to recover, knocks 
the ball into the end zone. Ii is recovered in the 
end zone by Team B. This is a safety because 
Team B put the ball in the end zone. In ruling 
whether the play is a touchback or a safety, the 
officiais always must determine which team pro- 
vided the impetus that sent the ball into the end 
zone. Team B knocked it in. Team B recovered. So 
it’s a safety and one point fer Team A. 


Please direct your questions to “Ask the Referee.” c/o 
Hal Lebovitz, The Plain Dealer, 1801 Superior Ave., 
Cleveland, 0. 44114. A self-addressed stamped envelope 
rnuist Bs included; otherwise, your letter will not be an- 
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Jakarta Is Wild About World Cup Golf 


JAKARTA, Indo- 
nesia—Among the 
many turns of the 
River Grogel, a 
stream of mocha- 
colored water that 
slithers through the 
outreaches of Ja- 
karta, an American 
named Jones has 
laid out a golf 
course. The Indone- 
sians have called it Pondok Indah, which translates in our 
tongue to “beautiful home,” or “lodge.” 

It is a description not wasted on the clubhouse, which is 
hardly an adequate reference to the immense temple built to 
accommodate members and guests of Pondek Indah. It cost 
2,940,000,000 rupiah, which comes out to about $3 million, con- 
siderably more than it cost to build the golf course that Robert 
Trent Jones Jr. designed. 

On these 7,000 yards of former jungle and squatters’ grounds 


FURMAN 
BISHER 


the International Golf Association brought its 30th anniversary 
World Cup Championship, not immodestly referred to as the 
“Olympics of Golf.” 


The World Cup began as the Canada Cup, a home-bred idea + 


of the late industrialist John Jay Hopkins, whose original plan 
was to play the event each year in Montreal. Fred Corcoran, 
the promoter, convinced him that if it was ever to become 
what Hopkins wanted it to become, the tournament had to pack 
its bags and go international. 

It has since been played from Bangkok to Dublin, from 
Buenos Aires to Manila. The World Cup has become a world 
traveler, making friends and influencing populaces since 1953. 

It was the winning by Torakichi Nakamura and Koichi Ono 
in 1957 that set Japan off on its golf tear. The highest point in 
the history of golf in Ireland remains that astonishing victory 
by Harry Bradshaw and Christy O'Connor in the World Cup of 
1967 at Mexico City. 

Until 15 years ago, Indonesia still lived in the dark ages of 
golf, but a movement force-fed by an industrial giant, builder 
and engineer named Ciputra—many Indonesians have only 
one name, and Ciputra is simply Ciputra—led to Pondok Indah 


Lot of Heat on Brookshier 


BOSTON—It is a 
wonder there have 
not been more faux 
pas similar to the 
one uttered recent- 
ly by Tom Brook- 
shier when he un- 
thinkingly denigrat- 
ed college athletes. 

The mind cannot 
begin to calculate 
the volumes of 
spontaneous thoughts that have embarrassed broadcasters in 
the last two decades. 

The most celebrated such episode of this NFL season, until 
the Brookshier incident, was Howard Cosell’s “monkey” re- 
mark in referring to Alvin Garrett of the Washington Redskins. 
The storm that stirred, unwittingly fueled by the announcer 
himself, was more curious than the remark. 

Brookshier’s blunder, uttered during the December 11 New 
Orleans-Philadelphia telecast, was made much worse because 
he reinforced it with a followup comment. 

That was a shocker even to those who like Brookshier and, 
understanding his hipshooting style, thought they would not be 
surprised by anything he might say offhand on the air. 

The people who know him best also realize he is not mean- 
spirited, is color blind and, in fact, offers a reflex sympathy for 
underdogs, exhibited when he over- 
zealously defended Billy Kilmer on 
the air after the latter was arrested 
for drunkenness. 

Still, Brookshier’s remarks have 
him ensnared in a web. They were 
precipitated by a promotion run dur- 
ing the football telecast for the North 
Carolina State-Louisville basketball 
game upcoming on the network the 
following Saturday. 

“Denny Crum always has a great 
team at Lousville. They have a col- 
lective 1.Q. of about 40, but they can 
play basketball,” Brookshier said. 

“Oh, don’t say things like that,” re- 
sponded his partner, Charlie Waters. 

“Tt’s the truth,” Brookshier inex- 
plicably replied. 

About-25 complaints were re- 
ceived at CBS in the first-hour after 
Brookshier’s remarks, made on a 
telecast that was carried through 
much of the South. 

The next day, Brookshier was noti- 
fied by Jim McKenna, CBS Sports 
vice-president, that he was being re- 
moved from his scheduled broadcast 
of the Philadelphia-St. Louis game 
that would wrap up the NFL season. 
He also was off CBS’ Super Bow! pre- 
game program. 

Brookshier made a public apology. 
CBS Sports President Neal Pilson 
sent a sensitive letter of apology to 
the university and the network is- 
sued a public statement disowning 
Brookshier’s remarks. 

But the issue would not go away. It 
widened as Louisville Athletic Direc- 
tor Bill Olsen requested that CBS 
apologize on a national basketball 
telecast, contrary to CBS’ plan. And 
the NCAA said Brookshier’s remark 


SporTView Lan 


By 
JACK CRAIG 


was an insult to all college athletes. 

Indeed it was for those who wanted to turn a dumb comment 
into a sweeping insult. 

Brookshier said that the worst part of the incident was the 
possibility that the public would think he had uttered a racial 
slur. 

Still, what possessed him to get into such a box? His explana- 
tion may make sense only to fellow announcers. Said Brook- 
shier: 

“T guess 40 1.Q. was in my mind because before the game my 
Eagles jersey being retired came up and someone asked my 
number. I told him it was No. 40, and joked that it also was my 
row 

Thoughtful Dick Enberg felt impelled to offer a prepared 
commentary during an “NFL ‘83” program in the wake of the 
furor over Cosell’s “monkey” remark. 

He observed that announcers often speak for three hours 
without the aid of an eraser or a five-second delay. 

Brookshier’s career may be on a razor’s edge, with a con- 
tract that will expire in May. 

The answer depends on how much pressure CBS feels, or 
imagines, from outside sources, notably the NCAA, with which 
it has in place some $250 million in basketball and football 
contracts. 

But perhaps working on Brookshier’s behalf at CBS is the 
sure knowledge by folks there that he did not mean it the way 
his thoughts came out. 


seven years ago, a project directed by this man. There are still 
no native Indonesian professionals capable of playing World 
Cup. 

Representation was left to two brothers from the adjoining 
island of Sumatra. Their names are Sumarno and Suparman. 

Yes, you read correctly, I know it sounds like something 
from an American gag line, but Suparman is the No. 2 player in 
this archipelago, next to his brother, in blood if not name, Su- 
marno. 

It was Sumarno who may have advanced golf several leaps 
ahead of itself in Indonesia. This young man of 29°blistered the 
course in the pro-am with a score of 65. That tied the record set 
by David Graham last year, but more than that, when the Indo- 
nesian team teed off in the championship the following Thurs- 
day, a native gallery stampeded after them in the manner of 
Americans whooping along after Palmer or Nicklaus. 

Unfortunately, the Indonesian exuberance went unrewarded. 
Sumarno suffered a 13-stroke recession and played the first 
round a stroke behind brother Suparman’s 77. But the seed of 
enthusiasm had been planted. 

The rest of the week galleries in growing numbers swarmed 
the course, no matter that they baked under the equatorial sun. 
The time is dangerously near the start of the monsoons, but 
Ciputra was taking no chance with the weather. He imported 
three rain-stoppers, who fasted, chanted, prayed and burned 
foul-smelling stuff to keep the rain away. One came from Thai- 
land, where they say not a drop of rain has fallen on the Thai- 
land Open in 13 years. 

In the second round, the heat became too much for the team 
of West Germans. When Kar! Goegole, his country’s No. 2 play- 
er to Bernhard Langer, fell out on the course, he and teammate 
Torsten Giedeon retired. They had just come from sub-freezing 
temperatures. 

It isn’t untoward to point out that so had the Swedes, who 
finished 10th on a final round of 68 by the brilliantly named 
Magnus Persson, an 18-year-old whose ambition it is to come to 
the U.S, and play the tour. 

As remarkable a performance as any was that of Oswald 
Gartenmaier, 35 years old, an Austrian pro who came out of his 
wintry country where he hadn't been able to strike a ball for 
weeks. He played rounds of 74, 72, 75, 74, “and he does that 
consistently every year,” Ron Coffman, the Golf World corre- 
spondent, said. He was carrying the heavy load of a partner 
who failed to break 80, and together they suffered the ignominy 
of finishing last. 

This is a far cry, though, from the old World Cup days when 
any country with two sets of clubs and a couple of masquerad- 
ing players could make it. Those were the times of the Yugosla- 
vian player who shot 107 and was elated. He had never broken 
110 before. And of the Icelanders, Libyans, Tunisians and Mad- 
agascareans who looked on 100 as par, and often failed to 
break it. Continental qualifying took over a few years ago, and 
those carefree days of United Nations golf for the fun of it are 
gone. 
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TTON BOWL 
January 2 at Dallas, Tex. 


GEORGIA (9-1-1) vs. TEXAS (11-0-0) 
1:30 p.m. EST, CBS-TV 


Georgia Team Statistics Texas 
229.8 Rush Off. 202.5 
135.7 Rush Def. 95.8 
115.4 Pass Off. 127.4 
169.2 Pass Def. 116.2 

24.0 PF 25.5 
13.5 PA 9.5 


Defense figures to be the name of the game in the Cotton 
Bowl. Texas finished first nationally in total defense, fourth in 
rushing defense, second in passing defense and second in scor- 
ing defense. The Longhorns also were fifth in net punting. Suc- 
cinctly stated, they are tough to score on. 

Georgia also has a strong defense, headed by All-America 
safety Terry Hoage. Hoage is an extraordinary performer who 
does it all—makes tackles, intercepts passes, breaks up passes, 
recovers fumbles and blocks kicks. 

If Georgia is to penetrate the Texas defense, it’s most likely 
to happen via a ground attack. Despite the loss of 1982 Heisman 
Trophy winner Herschel Walker; the Bulldogs finished among 
the NCAA Division I-A leaders in rushing offense. There are no 
outstanding runners, statistically speaking, but Coach Vince 
Dooley has a number of solid performers—Keith Montgomery, 
Tron Jackson and Barry Young—who can put constant 
pressure on an opposing defense. 

John Lastinger is the Georgia quarterback. His best pass is 


ORANGE BOWL 


January 2 at Miami, Fla. 
NEBRASKA (12-0-0) vs. MIAMI (Fla.) (10-1-0) 
8:00 p.m. EST, NBC-TV 


Nebraska Team Statistics Miami 
401.7 Rush Off. 136.4 
149.4 Rush Def. 106.4 
145.0 Pass Off. 233.2 
218.9 Pass Def. 153.0 

52.0 PF 25.6 
15.5 PA 9.6 


Miami Coach Howard Schnellenberger says, “People ask me 
how good my football team is and I say I don’t know. We'll find 
out in the Orange Bowl.” 

The Miami defense put together a string of 11 consecutive 
shutout quarters at one stage and gave up just 10 points in the 
fourth quarter. The Hurricanes allowed no play from scrim- 
mage longer than 28 yards during the regular season. 

These are impressive defensive statistics, but they obviously 
haven't been registered against the likes of Nebraska, a club 
that knowledgeable gridiron observers rank among the best 
offensively in the history of the collegiate game. 

The Huskers have Heisman Trophy winner Mike Rozier, who 
Jed the nation in yards rushing (2,148), average yards per carry 
(7.8), touchdowns (29), average rushing yards per game (179.0) 
and scoring (174 points). Besides breaking runs from scrim- 
mage, Rozier is a dangerous kickoff returner. 

The Huskers also have one of the nation’s finest athletes in 
quarterback Turner Gill, capable both in running and passing. 

Besides Rozier, the Huskers have All-Americas in game- 
breaking receiver Irving Fryar and guard Dean Steinkuhler, 


SUGAR BOWL 


January 2 at New Orleans, La. 
MICHIGAN (9-2-0) vs. AUBURN (10-1-0) 
8:00 p.m. EST, ABC-TV 


Michigan Team Statistics Auburn 
276.5 Rush Off. 293.7 
95.5 Rush Def. 123.0 
130.8 Pass Off. 89.0 
175.5 Pass Def. 190.7 
31.6 DE 27.5 
13.7 PA 16.3 


Michigan Coach Bo Schembechler says the Sugar Bowl is 
going to be the type of game he enjoys seeing. That’s because 
the Southeastern Conference, of which the Wolverines’ Sugar 
Bow! opponent, Auburn, is champion, plays football “like we 
used to.” 

What Bo means is that there will be little use of such new- 
fangled contraptions as the forward pass. The accent will be on 
the running game. Auburn uses the wishbone offense while 
Michigan employs multiple sets, using everything except the 
flying wedge, which might be Bo’s favorite formation. 

Bo says, “In the South, they understand football. They play 
defense and they run the ball. It’s not boring to me. I enjoy it.” 

Both of Michigan’s defeats this season came at the hands of 
teams that extensively use the pass. Michigan was eaten alive 
by the passing of quarterbacks Steve Pelluer of Washington 
and Jack Trudeau of Illinois. 

Bo will have no such worries with Auburn. Auburn Coach Pat 
Dye is even more conservative in his thinking than Schem- 
bechler. The Tigers’ Randy Campbell seldom puts the ball in 


the short, quick flare. If he can connect consistently, he’ll keep 
the Texas defense honest. 

Although Texas is noted for its defense, the Longhorns have 
versatility on offense. Coach Fred Akers has three quarter- 
backs at his disposal. He'll probably start with junior Rob 
Moerschell, but there are experienced reserves in junior Todd 
Dodge and senior Rick Mclvor. Against Texas A&M, Mclvor 
rallied the Horns from a 13-0 deficit to a lopsided 45-13 victory 


with a dazzling display of passing. 

The Longhorns have one of the best freshman running backs 
in the country in Edwin Simmons. Simmons missed some ac- 
tion the latter part of the campaign, but he’s ready for the 
Cotton Bowl. 

Texas senior defensive back Mossy Cade, senior linebacker 
Jeff Leiding and senior offensive guard Doug Dawson all have 
received All-America recognition. 


winner of both the Lombardi Award and the Outland Trophy as 
the nation’s No. 1 lineman. 

Indeed, Miami hasn't faced an offense like Nebraska’s. 

But Nebraska’s defense did not face the type of passing at- 
tack that Miami can muster. And if there’s anything suspect 
about this Nebraska team, it’s the secondary. Miami has the 
potential to exploit that weakness. 

Hurricane freshman quarterback Bernie Kosar completed 
61.5 percent of his passing attempts (201 for 327) for 2,329 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. 


the air. 

But the Auburn wishbone could cause Michigan some prob- 
lems. The Wolverines haven't faced a wishbone team since 
1975 and Schembechler says containing it “is a difficult concept 
for us.” 

Auburn finished No. 3 nationally in rushing offense. The at- 
tack is spearheaded by sophomore tailback Bo Jackson, who in 
158 carries racked up 1,213 yards, an average of 7.7 yards per 
carry. The Tigers also have a game-breaker in Lionel (Little 


Kosar has a coterie of fine receivers in tight end Gienn Den- 
nison (54 catches for 594 yards), wide receiver Stanley Shake- 
speare (34 catches for 452 yards), fullback Albert Bentley (32 
catches for 294 yards) and wide receiver Ed Brown (30 catches 
for 640 yards). When the Hurricanes talk about ball control, 
they mean control through a short-passing game. 

An oddity of the contest is that although Miami plays its 
home games in the Orange Bowl, Nebraska, because it is from 
the host Big Eight Conference, is the “home” team and Miami 
is the “visitor.” 


Train) James, a threat from scrimmage or returning a kick. 

Michigan’s offense is triggered by senior quarterback Steve 
Smith. Smith suffered a separation of his right shoulder in last 
year’s Rose Bowl game and the condition of his throwing arm 
has been suspect ever since—or at least until Michigan’s final 
three games this season. Smith's main threat is as an option 
runner. He's a highlyetalented athlete, and Auburn must stop 
him to contain the Wolverines. Michigan also has an excellent 
tailback in junior Rick Rogers, who gained 833 yards. 
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ROSE BOWL 
January 2 at Pasadena, Calif. 
ILLINOIS (10-1-0) vs. UCLA (6-4-1) 


5:00 p.m. EST, NBC-TV 

Illinois Team Statistics UCLA 
172.1 Rush Off. 156.9 
94.0 Rush Def. 163.4 
251.6 Pass Off. 222.0 
212.5 Pass Def. 222.4 
30.7 PR 24.0 
15.3 PA 23.3 


This is the granddaddy of them all. The Tournament of Roses 
began with a chariot race as its chief attraction just after the 
turn of the century, but football has been the name of the game 
continuously since 1916. 

No matter the importance of other bowl games, the Rose 
Bowl always is No. 1 in attendance, in television viewers and in 
money paid to the teams. 

The modern era of the Rose Bowl dates from January 1, 
1947, when the champions of the Big Ten (there were only nine 
teams in the conference at that time) and the Pacific Coast 
Conference (now the Pacific-10) began their bow! tieup. 

Coincidentally, the 1947 teams were Illinois and UCLA. Iili- 
nois won that one, 45-14, and the Midwestern teams dominated 
the series for nearly 20 years. But the West Coast teams have 
been victorious in 12 of the last 14 games. 

This year’s game is a return trip home for Illinois Coach 
Mike White, a former assistant at Stanford and head coach at 
California. His Illini are solid offensively and defensively. Al- 
though Illinois under White has become noted for its passing— 
sophomore quarterback Jack Trudeau threw for 2,446 yards 
and 18 touchdowns during the season—the Illini have a strong 


FIESTA BOWL 


January 2 at Tempe, Ariz. 
OHIO STATE (8-3-0) vs. PITTSBURGH (8-2-1) 
1:30 p.m. EST, NBC-TV 


Ohio State Team Statistics Pittsburgh 
229.3 Rush Off. 199.8 
111.2 \ Rush Def. 118.0 
192.8 Pass Off. 166.4 
228.3 Pass Def. 160.8 

34,7 PF 24.1 
16.6 PA 12.5 


These two schools are located less than 200 miles apart, but 
are traveling about 2,000 miles to play each other. The bowl 
game is a preview of things to come, because Ohio State and 
Pitt will begin a six-game home-and-home series in a couple of 
years. 

This is the youngest of the New Year’s postseason games. 
The Fiesta Bowl began in 1971 and the two competing teams, 
Arizona State and Florida State, received $166,237. This year 
the Buckeyes and the Panthers will divide a pot of about $2 
million as the Fiesta Bowl continues to grow both financially 
and artistically. 

Both schools have been to Tempe before. Pitt lost to Arizona 
State in 1973 and beat Arizona in 1979; Ohio State lost to Penn 
State in 1980, 

Coach Foge Fazio had to do a lot of things to make Pitt a 
strong team this season. Besides replacing all-star linemen, he 
had to replace ace quarterback Dan Marino. He found Marino’s 
replacement in the second game of the season when sopho- 
more John Congemi moved into the No. 1 signal-calling spot 
after John Cummings was injured and lost for the season. Con- 


WE PREVIEW 


ground attack paced by Thomas Rooks, a 6-2, 205-pound sopho- 
more fullback. This year, Illinois gained 1,893 yards on the 
ground and 2,768 through the air. 

Illinois finished second nationally in rushing defense. Senior 
tackle Don Thorp (6-4, 250) is an All-America. 

UCLA got off to a horrible start this season, failing to win in 
its first four outings. But Coach Terry Donahue's Bruins won six 
of their last seven. 

Senior Rick Neuheisel began the season as the No. 1 quarter- 
back, lost his job to Steve Bono, regained it when Bono suffered 
an injury, and then came on strongly. He finished fifth nation- 


gemi has done a remarkable job, completing 134 of 242 passing 
attempts (.574 percentage) for 1,599 yards and 14 touchdowns. 
He suffered only six interceptions. 

Congemi’s main target has been junior split end Bill Wallace, 
with 37 receptions for 630 yards and eight touchdowns. Dwight 
Collins, Pitt’s all-star flanker, was injured much of the cam- 
paign, but he is ready for the Fiesta Bowl. 

The Panthers’ top running back is senior Joe McCall, who 
Tushed for 846 yards on 171 attempts this year. It has been said 
that of McCall's 171 attempts, 170 were behind tackle Bill Fra- 


ally in passing efficiency, completing 163 of 236 attempts (60.1 
percent) for 1,947 yards. 

Senior safety Don Rogers is an All-America. 

UCLA should feel comfortable in the Rose Bow! as the 
Bruins made the stadium their home field a year ago. 

A considerable number of the Illinois players won't feel out 
of place in the Golden West. No less than 22 of the Illini went 
either to high schoo! or junior college in California. 

Illinois has been to the Rose Bowl three times—the last in 
1964—and has won all three times. UCLA played in the Rose 
Bowl a year ago and beat Michigan, 24-14. 


lic. Fralic, a virtual unanimous All-America, is rated by some 
as the best offensive lineman in college football. 

Ohio State has an outstanding quarterback in Mike Tomezak, 
who was among the nation’s leaders in passing efficiency, toss- 
ing for 1,716 yards. 

But the Ohio State offense is basically run-oriented and the 
big gun is sophomore tailback Keith Byars, Byars is a real 
moose, standing 6-2 and weighing 230 pounds, and just runs 
over people. He averaged 5.4 yards per carry and scored 20 
touchdowns, 


LIBERTY BOWL 
December 29 at Memphis, Tenn. 
BOSTON COLLEGE (9-2-0) vs. NOTRE DAME (6-5-0) 
8:30 p.m. EST, Katz Sports TV 


Boston College Team Statistics Notre Dame 
180.5 Rush Off. 238.8 
175.7 Rush Def. 133.9 
267.5 Pass Off. : 189.6 
154.2 Pass Def. 152.8 

30,3 PF 27.0 
15.5 PA 14.5 


This game has been called the Vatican Bowl as it pits the 
only two Catholic colleges playing NCAA Division I-A football. 
It also showcases a couple of 1984 Heisman Trophy candidates 
in B.C. quarterback Doug Flutie and All-America running back 
Allen Pinkett of the Fighting Irish. 

Flutie was fourth nationally in individual total offense, 
averaging 269.9 yards a game. He’s an excellent passer who 
can scramble effectively. 

Pinkett averaged 126.7 rushing yards per game (No. 5 na- 
tionally) and also was the Irish’s leading pass receiver and 
scorer. 


PEACH BOWL 
December 30 at Atlanta, Ga. 
FLORIDA STATE (6-5-0) vs. NO. CAROLINA (8-3-0) 
3:00 p.m. EST, CBS-TV 


Florida State Team Statistics No. Carolina 
229.3 Rush Off. 276.9 
179.7 Rush Def. 135.8 
215.2 Pass Off. 164.9 
200.2 Pass Def. 160.0 

32.1 _ PF 30.4 
28.1 PA 17.1 


North Carolina has a better won-lost record than Florida 
State but the Seminoles have had a much tougher schedule, 
playing close games, albeit losing, against Auburn, Pittsburgh 
and Miami (Fla.). 

FSU has a powerful offense, with Greg Allen being one of the 
premier running backs in the country. But the’ defense is po- 
rous. 

Running backs Ethan Horton and Tyrone Anthony pace 
Carolina’s offense while the defensive line has All-America 
tackle William Fuller as its keystone. 


GATOR BOWL 
December 30 at Jacksonville, Fla. 


IOWA (9-2-0) vs. FLORIDA (8-2-1) 
8:00 p. EST, ABC-TV 


Towa I: = Statisties Florida 
208.5 ~ sh Off. 197.0 
129.5 k. 4 Def. 132.5 
279.3 Puss Off. 200.9 
213.5 Pass Def. 151.2 
34.0 PF 26.4 
15.9 PA 13.6 


This shapes up as an interesting prime-time bow! matchup— 
a test of strong teams from the Big Ten and the Southeastern 
Conference. Iowa is triggered by quarterback Chuck Long, who 
has averaged 240.4 yards per game total offense. 

Florida has an outstanding player in senior signal-caller 
Wayne Peace, who passed for 2,079 yards during the regular 
season. 


BLUEBONNET BOWL 


December 37 at Houston, Tex. 
BAYLOR (7-3-1) vs. OKLAHOMA STATE (7-4-0) 
8:00 p.m. EST, Miziou TV Network and ESPN 


Baylor Team Siatistics Okiahoma St. 
185.2 Rush Off. 183.9 
166.9 Rush Dei. 102.0 
224.4 Pass Off. B44 
188.8 Pass Def. 204.0 

29.5, PF 22:5 
22.0 PA 13.5 


Baylor may be the most underrated team in the country. The 
Bears were the only team to defeat Brigham Young and they 
lost to Texas by only three points. Baylor has a fine freshman 
quarterback in Cody Carison, fourth nationally in passing effi- 
ciency. 

Oklahoma State held the powerful Nebraska offense te its 
lowest total of tHe season in dropping a 14-10 decision to the 
Cornhuskers. The Cowboys’ ground-oriented offense has junior 
Shawn Jones (92.4 yards per game rushing) and senior Earnest 
Anderson, who was slowed by injuries much of the season. 
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By DAVE DORR 


CHAMPAIGN, Ill.—As a boy of 12, the son of a California 
stockbroker, Mike White sat on a curb in Pasadena, Calif., with 
eyes as wide as saucers while the Rose Parade passed smartly 
by on New Year’s morning. 

The day made such a meaningful impact on White that even 
now, 35 years later, he can close his eyes and see the kaleido- 
scope of colors ... he can hear the bands. . . he can feel the 
excitement and the anticipation of the throngs of people .. . 
and again he is swept up in it. 

On January 2, 1984, White will once more live that day in 
Pasadena. This time, however, the parade won't be passing 
him by. He will be a featured part of the extravaganza when 
his University of Illinois football team plays UCLA in the Rose 
Bowl game. 

For guiding the Illini to their first Big Ten Conference cham- 
pionship in 20 games, White has been named THE SporTING 
News 1983 College Football Coach of the Year. 

If fate should have it that Illinois kicks off at Pasadena, 
White will look at his stepson, Chris, and Chris will look at his 
dad and the two of them will think—for a moment, at least— 
that they are in a,dream world. 

The script: Chris, the Illini kicker, was a walk-on who played 
not one minute of football in high school. His preference was 
basketball. Illinois is in the Rose Bowl for the first time in 20 
years with 19 native Californians on its roster. Mike White will 
be standing on the sideline, not sitting on a curb, playing out a 
theme in his life. 

“Magic,” White says of the season in which the Illini were 
touched by destiny. After Illinois, unveiling a new quarterback 
in sophomore Jack Trudeau, lost its opener, 28-18, on a scorch- 
ing September afternoon at Missouri, the Illini won 10 in a row, 
finishing up by defeating Northwestern at jam-packed Dyche 
Stadium at Northwestern. That full house was a rare sight, but 
the predominant colors in the stadium were orange and blue, 
not purple and white. 

The Illini became the first team in Big Ten history to go 9-0 
in the conference, drew record crowds to Memorial Stadium in 
Champaign, gladdened the heart of an old Illini, Red Grange, 
and prompted a song that captured in words the whirlwind 
season. It was recorded by a group called Captain Rat And The 
Blind Rivets. 

When Mike White walked into a postgame press conference 
following a 49-21 victory over Indiana, his Big Ten champion 
Illini officially were on their way to Pasadena. He was handed 
24 red roses. 

“That says it all, right there,” said White, nodding at the 
flowers. “Rose Bowl. Those two words are like magic, especial- 
ly if you were born and raised in California like I was.” 

He repeated himself in remarks November 28 at a luncheon 
of the Big Ten Club of Southern California. 

“I’m so excited to be here. Sometimes, you don’t know how 
coaches feel on the human side,” said White. 

Wistfully, he added: “It’s too bad the players can’t go to the 
parade.” 


—Mr. Boom 


(Continued From Page 3) 


Remember, this is the same man who played so poorly when 
he returned in 1981 (“I’m bored, I’m broke and I’m back.”) that 
Gibbs and his staff thought he was finished. 

Now, he is having wonderful fun frolicking in this boy’s 
game. He is running behind the best offensive line in football, 
his body strengthened by a late-blooming adherence to a 
weightlifting program he once despised. He’s never been so 
strong, nor has he been surrounded by such gifted teammates. 

“Riggo's Rangers” he calls that line, which the world knows 
lovingly as the Hogs. He wines and dines them, buys them 
expensive hunting rifles, shares their beers and their jokes. No 
Wall Street smoothy, this Riggins. But don’t be blinded by his 
common sense pronouncements and his outrageous dress (a 
favorite training camp outfit: shorts and cowboy boots.) He 
says he does crazy things because he is bored, but he isn’t 
dulled enough by life’s routine to ignore such fundamentals as 
financial security. 

Dumb ol’ Riggo was slickered into a 1976 contract with the 
Redskins that paid him $1.5 million (much of it deferred) over 
five years. It only was one of the best deals in the league at the 
time. And his latest two-year contract, which he signed after 
the Super Bowl, contains a complicated annuity agreement 
that will send significant money his way long after he retires. 
Meanwhile, he is making do on a base salary of $500,000. 

His Super Bowl fame has brought other rewards. He does a 
few commercials now, he says, “to pay for my kids’ education.” 
In one, he touts a law firm dressed in a three-piece suit. In 
another, for a car manufacturer, he is in top hat and tails 
again, saying that sometimes “I just don't feel like being sur- 
rounded by a bunch of hogs.” And, on cue, some real hogs come 
into view. The car manufacturer says response to the ad in 
Washington has been overwhelming and credits the ad with an 
increase in sales. 

Riggins also makes weekly appearances on a local television 
news show, to see if broadcasting might be a potential post- 


championship in 20 years. 


It was at this luncheon that Max McCartney, White’s assis- 
tant head coach, a longtime friend and a fellow Californian, 
said he realized how far the Illini had come in the four years he 
and White have been in Champaign. 

The Illini were awful before White arrived. They had gone 13 
consecutive home games without a victory. They were 3-8-0, 
1-8-2 and 3-7-1 in the three seasons Gary Moeller held forth in 
Memorial Stadium. The torch was handed to White, who 
brought Pacific-10 innovations to the Big Ten when he arrived 
in 1980. Combined with changes Iowa’s Hayden Fry already 
had in place, White’s imagination helped alter offensively the 
face of the Big Ten. 

“This is an important accomplishment for Mike as a person,” 
said McCartney of the Rose Bowl. “It’s something that every 


football career. He'll do a speech or two, and sign an autograph 
when asked, but he prefers a more private life away from his 
adoring fans. 

Still, they love him. Two extraordinary scenes come to mind 
from last season. 

At the end of the Minnesota playoff game, after he had 
gained 185 yards, he was about to walk off the field for the last 
time. But first he removed his helmet and bowed slowly in one 
direction, then another as the crowd stood and shook RFK 
Stadium with applause. “That moment was more golden to me 
than the Super Bowl,” he said. “I like people and when they are 
telling you they love you, I had to do something.” 

Then, after the Redskins had been welcomed home by 
500,000 rain-soaked fans in a joyous victory parade, the players 
attended a private reception in a Capitol Hill hotel. Riggins 
overslept and missed the parade; he didn’t make the party until 
everyone was filing out. But as he walked through the lobby 
and down the stairs and into the near-empty room, the people 
turned and followed him like children trailing after the Pied 
Piper. He was surrounded and pushed against a wail, a hero 
mingling with the masses. 

Just two years before, during his Kansas retirement, he won- 
dered out loud to a reporter whether it ever would be safe 
again for him to wander the streets of Washington. “They prob- 
ably want to shoot me,” he said: 

But there is something so attractive, so charismatic about 
Riggins that he was quickly forgiven. Sure, he works at being 
different; no one dresses that way by accident. Yet he never 
comes across as artificial. What you see with him is what you 
get: somebody who admits he doesn’t have a long attention 
span, who admits he sometimes acts too impulsively, who says 
one of his strong points is his ability to do the right thing at the 
right moment. 

He is totally comfortable with the smell of the locker room 
and the violence on Sundays, yet he also has a deep dislike for 
the system which makes that locker room and that violence 


single Californian has a feeling for.” 

All of White's coaching had been at West Coast schools and 
in the National Football League (as an assistant with the San 
Francisco 49ers) before going to Illinois. He twice produced 8-3 
seasons at California, the first of which was in 1975 when his 
team led the nation in total offense. 

White turned the Big Ten into a passing league, he intro- 
duced the Big Ten to large numbers of junior college players 
and he gave the Big Ten a pro look. Three other conference 
schools have hired head coaches off NFL staffs. Conference 
coaches who soundly criticized White’s use of junior college 
athletes are on the West Coast now trying to recruit them. 

Michigan’s Bo Schembechler, the dean of the Big Ten 
coaches, is -1-6 at Pasadena playing against superior passing 
teams in the Pac-10. Says Bo: 

“You don't get there (the Rose Bowl) passing. This (the Big 
Ten) is a running league—running and defense.” 

Wrong. Fry got to Pasadena in three years by passing. It 
took White four years, but White's 1983 team does many things 
well. It ranked second nationally in rushing defense and it 
averaged 172 yards on the ground. It has balance. 

White’s coaching strengths? “If ever there was a record that 
speaks for itself, just line up the quarterbacks he’s been asso- 
ciated with,” said McCartney. 

At Illinois, White had Dave Wilson and Tony Eason, both 
products of the California junior college system. When he was 
on the Coast, he helped develop Jim Plunkett, Craig Morton, 
Steve Bartkowski and Vince Ferragamo. 

How do two of White’s former players see him? 

Says Minnesota Vikings linebacker Jeff Siemon, recruited by 


‘White when Mike was John Ralston’s assistant at Stanford: “I 


was also considering UCLA and Southern Cal, but White sold 
me. He was a tremendously intense man. He is the kind of guy 
who jogged five miles before jogging was popular.” 

Says Mark Helle, center on the 1982 Mlini team: “He knows 
exactly how to bring a team together. He knows when {o react. 
He lets you know what he’s up to—but then again there's a little 
of that secrecy that keeps you guessing. He’s going to be one of 
the country’s great football coaches, if he’s not already.” 

Despite the high marks he has received at Illinois, White has 
been frustrated by turmoil. Questions about his past (at Cal) 
preceded him. He skirmished with the Big Ten about the eligi- 
bility of Wilson, an issue that ended up in the courts and left 
wounds on both sides that haven't healed yet. His Illini pro- 
gram has been investigated by the NCAA for almost two full 
seasons with no end in sight. 

White’s haven is a home overlooking Lake Sara, 80 miles 
south of Champaign near Effingham, Ill. He escapes there 
often, even during the season, to keep the creative juices flow- 
ing. It is an easy trip compared to the four-hour drive he would 
make in California to Lake Tahoe on getaway days. 

White's Illini staff is a family. The coaches gather on week- 
ends at Lake Sara to water ski and barbecue. On two occasions 
they have, as a staff, gone to Utah and Colorado to ski. 

White made history at Illinois this season. He broke out of 
the Little Eight in the Big Ten and crashed past the Big Two, 
Michigan and Ohio State. The roses never smelled sweeter. 


possible. 

The piece-of-meat mentality of pro football has always 
rubbed him raw. That is one reason he has flourished in Gibbs’ 
liberal-but-demanding atmosphere. 

The Redskins are allowed to be individuals (there are the 
Hogs, the Fun Bunch, the Smurfs and J.R.) but they also must 
conform to their coach's exacting requirements on game day. 
An individualist can embrace that approach. 

Says Bugel: “Most of the time, he (Riggins) ignores us and we 
ignore him. It’s worked out real well that way. But no one is 
better prepared on game day. And when he has something to 
say, he tells us. And we listen.” 

Gibbs listened last January. Backfield coach Don Breaux lis- 
tened when Riggins asked about the Super Bowl rushing rec- 
ords a few days before that game. Breaux listened again re- 
cently when Riggins inquired about the league touchdown 
record. 

In the off-season, Riggins would rather listen to the sound of 
bait hitting pond water, or feet trampling through woods in 
pursuit of game. Yet the farmer from Kansas now says he most 
likely will retire in big-city Washington, where he has learned 
to feel comfortable amid the adulation. 

He'll remain a study in stark contrasts, this man that tackle 
George Starke describes as a “living representation of an old 
Hank Williams Jr. song. Hard-drinkin’, hard-fightin’, ornery. 
That’s what makes him a good runner.” 

Riggins once said he prefers to see himself as a 1953 Cadil- 
lac, “back when Detroit was putting steel in cars.” 

But to Washington fans, no matter what happens in years to 
come, he always will be the diesel breaking around left end in 
the fourth quarter agaisst the Miami Dolphins, breaking away 
from the grasp of Don McNeal. breaking into a sprint that 
ended only when he crossed into the end zone 43 yards later, 
carrying with him a Super Bowl victory that snapped 40 years 
of championship frustration for a city that so dearly loves its 
Redskins—and its fullback. 
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Yale Prexy Rebukes Critics 


Yale alumni and fans who 
have been unhappy with the 
Elis’ 5-15 record the last two 
years can stay unhappy, so 
far as Yale President A. 
Bartlett Giamatti is con- 
cerned. In an interview pub- 
lished in the Hartford Cou- 
rant, Giamatti made it clear 
that he is perfectly satisfied 
with the work of Athletic 
Director Frank Ryan and 
Coach Carmen Cozza and 
that no changes are planned in personnel or policies. Ryan has 
drawn the ire of old grads who believe he is the willing instru- 
ment of what they perceive as a Giamatti policy, deemphasiz- 
ing football. 

Giamatti, although constrained to grant the interview, main- 
tained that he has had few complaints about the school’s foot- 
ball team. The 1983 Elis posted a 1-9 record, the school’s worst 
in 111 years. 

Giamatti first voiced his philosophy toward athletics in 1980 
in a speech before the Association of Yale Alumni. “The inten- 
tion of Yale athletics is not to win the national bowls, the inten- 
tion of Yale athletics at the varsity level is to win the Ivy 
championsip,” he said. 

At the moment, the Bulldogs are light years away from win- 
ning the Ivy League or any other football championship. 


Pac-10 Adds Scholarships 


The Pacific-10 Conference, fearing it was hurting itself un- 
necessarily, has raised its football scholarship limit from 90 per 
institution to the 95 limit permitted by the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association. 

The new limit will keep 50 players in the Pac-10 who might 
otherwise go to other conferences. Big Ten schools in particu- 
lar have become increasingly active in West Coast recruiting. 

Washington Coach Don James, an outspoken critic of the 
90-scholarship limit, was pleased with the move. “Hopefully, it 
will help us upgrade the league a little in non-conference play,” 
said James. ‘This should make us competitive if we play a 
Nebraska or an LSU.” (James’ team this season traveled to 
Baton Rouge and absorbed a 40-14 thrashing at the hands of the 
Bayou Tigers.) 

The presidents and chancellors of the Pac-10 schools, howev- 
er, said they remain strongly in favor of reducing scholarships 
but they believe such action can only be effective at the nation- 
al level and so they will offer a proposal at next month’s NCAA 
convention in Dallas that would set a limit of 40 football schol- 
arships in any two-year period. 

It will be a major surprise if that proposal wins approval. 


The Memphis State Tragedy 

The death of Memphis State Coach Rex Dockery in a plane 
crash was shocking news. Killed with Dockery were offensive 
coordinator Chris Faros, freshman defensive back Charles 
Greenhill and the pilot of the plane, Glenn Jones. They were en 
route to a dinner at Lawrenceburg, Tenn., where Dockery was 
to address the Quarterback Club and Greenhill was to receive 
an award as the group’s Tennessee Player of the Year. 

Dockery had just completed his third year at Memphis State 
and had turned the program around. His 1983 team finished 
with a 6-4-1 record, MSU's best in years. 


Villanova Restores Football 

Yielding to intense pressure from alumni and students, the 
board of trustees at Villanova voted to restore the university's 
football program at the NCAA Division I-AA level. The decision 
was announced by the Rev. John Driscoll, university president. 
After reading a prepared statement, Father Driscoll refused to 
answer questions. He had been under fire for his part in the 
termination of the football program for financial reasons two 
years ago. That move, which came in the middle of spring 
practice, touched off a bitter battle among alumni, students, 
faculty and administration. 

A number of alumni withheld contributions to the school and 
called for Driscoll’s ouster. 

In his statement, Driscoll called for unity among all factions. 
Unity will be a necessity if the new gridiron program is to 
succeed. Alumni groups have pledged contributions, and sea- 
son-ticket orders and students will be charged a football activi- 
ties fee to support the enterprise. 

Athletic Director Ted Aceto said the first order of business 
was to hire a coaching staff. He admitted, however, it would 
take “a year or two” to get the program going. 


Coaches On The Move 


Lou Holtz of Arkansas was the latest victim of “coaching 
burnout.” Holtz resigned December 18 after compiling a 60-21-2 
record in seven years with the Razorbacks. Athletic Director 
Frank Broyles, who announced the resignation, said Holtz had 
told him he was “tired and burned out.” The Hogs were 6-5 in 
1983, their poorest record under Holtz, and the coach came 
under fire when two defensive coaches were fired and two 
resigned. In addition, Holtz was criticized for taping two TV 
commercials endorsing conservative Sen. Jesse Helms (R.- 


a 
By JOE MARCIN, 
Associate Editor 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL NOTEBOOK 


N.C.), whom Holtz came to know when he coached at North 
Carolina State in the early 1970s... . . Jack Elway of San Jose 
State was named head coach at Stanford, succeeding Paul Wig- 
gin, who was fired. Terms of Elway’s contract were not an- 
nounced, but it was believed he will receive close to $100,000 a 
year on a three-year agreement. Elway had four winning sea- 
soms in the five years he coathed San Jose State and in that 
period he won three times over Stanford. His overall record at 
San Jose was 35-20-1. . . . Six hours after Elway’s departure, San 
Jose State elevated Claude Gilbert to the head coaching job. 
Gilbert had been an assistant to Elway the last three years 
after compiling a record of 61-26-2 as head coach at San Diego 
State from 1973 through 1980. . . . Bill Baldridge, an assistant on 
the Kansas staff, was named new head coach at his alma 
mater, Morehead (Ky.) State. Baldridge succeeds Steve Loney, 
who quit following three disappointing years in which he com- 
piled a 7-24 record, including a 2-9 mark in 1983. One of Bal- 
dridge’s tasks will be to assist the Eagle Athletic Fund in rais- 
ing money for upgrading the MSU football program. Morehead 
regents recently rejected a study committee’s recommenda- 
tion that the Eagles drop out of the Division I-AA Ohio Valley 
Conference and play at a lower level. 

Louisiana State defensive coordinator Charles (Buddy) Nix 
was named head coach at Tennessee-Chattanooga. He suc- 
ceeds Bill Oliver, who resigned to join the USFL Memphis 
Showboats. ... Tulane announced that Coach Wally English has 
signed a formal contract. English had worked in '83 without a 
signed agreement. English and Tulane Athletic Director Hind- 
man Wall made the announcement and said that he and Eng- 
lish are “looking forward to working together for a long time to 
foster the growth of the Tulane football program.” English and 
Wall have had their differences this year, primarily because 
English’s son, Jon English, sued the NCAA and Tulane in an 
unsuccessful challenge of the NCAA transfer rule. 

Stan Parrish, the quarterback coach at Purdue for one sea- 
son after building a small college powerhouse at Wabash Col- 
lege in Crawfordsville, Ind., was named coach at Marshall Uni- 
versity. Parrish succeeds the fired Sonny Randle. In five 
seasons at Wabash, Parrish coached the Little Giants to 42 
victories, three losses and one tie, and had a 24-game unbeaten 
streak. Parrish retained Jim Grobe as Marshall's defensive co- 
ordinator. . .. Mack Brown, who just completed his first season 
as coach at Appalachian State with a 6-5 record, was given a 
four-year extension of his contract. .. . Chuck Stobart of Utah 
was interviewed for the University of Cincinnati coaching job 
left vacant when Watson Brown went to Rice, but Stobart said 
he was staying at Utah. Brown, meanwhile, named six more of 
his former Cincinnati assistants—Rick Christophel, Mark Brad- 
ley, Bill Schmitz, Gary Shephard, Van Hollaway and Lynn Hail- 
stock—to his staff at Rice. Early, he had hired Greg Mantooth 
and Dick Hopkins from his Bearcat staff... . Don McCarty, 
coach at Oregon City High School the last five years, was 
named head coach at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, Ore. 
. .. Bill Arnsparger, new coach at Louisiana State, named for- 
mer NFL defensive back John Symank as defensive coordina- 
tor. Symank’s last coaching job was in 1981, when he worked 
with the Baltimore Colts’ secondary. 

Minnesota Athletic Director Paul Giel, who had postponed 
heart bypass surgery while searching for a head football coach 
for the Golden Gophers, couldn’t wait any longer and under- 
went the operation December 12. The operation was successful 
but the search for a coach was on the back burner, at least 
temporarily. . .. Dan Underwood, a linebacker coach at Ari- 
zona State, accepted the head coaching job at Ferris State in 
Big Rapids, Mich. Ferris State was 0-9 under Nick Coso in 1983. 


Punts and Passes 


Hula Bowl officials were huddling with attorneys after Heis- 
man Trophy winner Mike Rozier and his Nebraska teammate, 
All-America wide receiver Irving Fryar, said they would skip 
the Hula Bowl and play instead in the East-West Shrine game 
that same day (January 7). Mackay Yanagisawa, executive 
director of the Hula Bowl, said he had a signed agreement 
from Rozier, dated July 4, and from Fryar, signed October 5, to 
play in the Hula Bowl. Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne told the 
East-West committee it could count on quarterback Turner Gill 
and offensive lineman Scott Raridon of the Cornhuskers as well 
as Rozier and Fryar. Rozier said he preferred the Shrine game, 
which benefits hospitals for crippled children. “It’s a cause I 
care about, and can identify with,” he said. . .. An Ohio State 
football player who injured his leg when he ran through a 
plate-glass door during a team practice is suing the state of 


‘Ohio, OSU and the university’s Board of Trustees for $2 million. 


Senior linebacker Curt Curtis cut his left leg from the ankle to 
the knee when he crashed through a door at French Field 
House October 18. Two hours of surgery were required to close 
the wound. Curtis’ attorney said the injury may prevent Curtis 
from ever playing organized football again and he said it was 
“absolutely inexcusable that they would have wire plate glass 
on the doors in French Field House.” An Ohio State spokesman 
said the university would pursue “a vigorous defense.” . . . Quar- 
terback Doug Flutie of Boston College and running back Napo- 
leon McCallum of Navy, each of whom will be a strong candi- 
date for the Heisman Trophy in 1984, were selected ECAC 
Division I-A Co-Players of the Year. Boston College was named 
the ECAC Division I-A Team of the Year. . . . The East Indies 
Award will be presented to Boston College offensive guard 
Glenn Reagan at the B.C. Varsity Club banquet January 29. 


Reagan will receive a plaque and a $500 check in his name will 
be presented to the school’s general scholarship fund. 

An eight-year controversy surrounding Iowa State's no-name 
football stadium was finally resolved when ISU President Rob- 
ert Parks, acting with the wisdom of Solomon, recommended 
to the state Board of Regents that the stadium be called Cy- 
clone Stadium and the playing field inside the stadium be 
called Jack Trice Field. The school’s alumni and faculty have 
been engaged in a battle with the students over the stadium 
name. The alumni and faculty preferred Cyclone Stadium 
while the students wanted the facility to be called Jack Trice 
Stadium, in memory of Iowa State's first black athlete. Trice 
died as a result of injuries suffered in his first varsity football 
game, in October of 1923. .. . Bryce Oglesby, the starting full- 
back for Oregon State, and defensive back James Burton were 
released on bail after being charged with attempted rape of a 
campus coed in their off-campus apartment. Oglesby was al- 
ready on probation for two years after pleading guilty last Jan- 
uary to a misdemeanor assault charge. ... When Jerry Clai- 
borne became head coach at Kentucky, he said he would 
enforce discipline, and he obviously means it. Claiborne sus- 
pended the team’s regular placekicker, Chris Caudell, prior to 
the Wildcats’ Hall of Fame Bowl engagement against West 
Virginia. Claiborne would not elaborate except to say the sus- 
pension was indefinite and was for disciplinary reasons. 


Salukis Intercept I-AA Title 


Southern Illinois University capitalized on seven intercep- 
tions, four of them by free safety Greg Shipp, to. crush Western 
Carolina, 43-7, in the NCAA Division LAA championship game 
December 17 at Charleston, S.C. The Salukis’ defense applied 
pressure all day to Western Carolina quarterback Jeff Gilbert, 
the Southern Conference’s leading passer, sacking him three 
times and forcing him to unload the bail early. “Gilbert had 
much to learn,” said SIU Coach Rey Dempsey, praising his 
pro-style defense. SIU quarterback Rick Johnson completed 19 
of 25 passes for 213 yards and two touchdowns, and he also ran 
for a score. The Salukis ended the season with a 13-1 record, 
including three playoff victories, and the Catamounts finished 
11-3. 


Carson-Newman Is NAIA Champ 


Carson-Newman of Jefferson City, Tenn., won the NAIA Divi- 
sion I title with a 36-28 victory over Mesa College on Mesa’s 
field in Grand Junction, Colo. This marked the second straight 
year Mesa had lost the championship game. The Mavericks 
were beaten, 14-11, by Central State of Oklahoma in 1982. Larry 
Smith ran for 150 yards and two touchdowns to pace Carson- 
Newman. 


Vols, N. Illinois Win in Bowls 


Tennessee tailback Johnnie Jones scooted for 154 yards and 
two fourth-quarter touchdowns to earn the Most Valuable Play- 
er award as the Volunteers held off Maryland, 30-23, in the 
Florida Citrus Bowl (former the Tangerine Bowl) in Orlando, 
Fla. Maryland Coach Bobby Ross refused to blame his team's 
fortunes on the loss of quarterback Boomer Esiason, who sul- 
fered a separated passing shoulder in the second quarter. “Los- 
ing Boomer hurt, but you’ve got to go with what you've got,” 
said Ross. “Frank Reich came in and did a heck of a job.” 
Reich completed 14 passes for 192 yards, but too often the Ter- 
rapins came up short on touchdown opportunities and had-te 
settle for field goals. The Terps’ Jess Atkinson set a bow! rec- 
ord with five three-pointers. 

Lou Wicks, a 5-8, 190-pound fullback, ran for 119 yards and 
won MVP honors in the California Bowl at Fresno, Calif., as 
Mid-American Conference champion Northern Illinois gained 
a 20-13 triumph over Fullerton State, champion of the Pacific 
Coast Athletic Association. Tailback Darryl Richardson scored 
both touchdowns for the Huskies on short-yardage dive plays. 


Fair Catches 

Pro running backs Craig James and Eric Dickerson, South- 
ern Methodist's “Pony Express” of a year ago, each commitied 
$7,500, a year’s full scholarship, to the Mustang Club, the princi- 
pal fund-raising and booster group for SMU athletics. The Mus- 
tang Club raised almost $3 million for SMU sports last year. . . - 
Jackson State has been publicly reprimanded and censured by 
the NCAA for recruiting violations in the school’s football pro- 
gram. But the penalty does not include sanctions and will not 
affect the school’s eligibility for postseason competition or 
bow! appearances. . . . Virginia's George Welsh was named 
Atlantic Coast Conference Coach of the Year by the Atlantic 
Coast Sports Writers Association. Weish was selected on 62 of 
the 100 ballots cast while Clemson's Danny Ford received 38 
votes. Duke quarterback Ben Bennett was named the ACC 
Player of the Year. Maryland quarterback Boomer Esiason 
finished second. . .. Tom Harmon, Michigan’s famed No. 98 
who now handies radio and television broadcast duties for the 
Los Angeles Raiders, has been selected by the Walter Camp 
Football Foundation as its 1983 “Distinguished American of the 
Year.” 

Kansas quarterback Frank Seurer and his favorite target, 
wide receiver Bob Johnson, were named the Jayhawks’ Most 
Valuable Player and Offensive Player of the Year, respective- 


ly. Sophomore linebacker Willie Pless was named Kansas’ De- 
fensive Player of the Year. 
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Kotar’s Fight Ends 

The New York Giants lost 
a friend and the world lost a 
battler when Doug Kotar 
died December 16 at the age 
of 32, more than a year after 
developing a malignant 
tumor in his brain, 

In a prepared statement, 
the Giants said, “His courage 
in fighting the disease that 
took his life was in every 
way consistent with the 
toughness that made him the ; ; 
player and the person he was. Our thoughts now are with his 
wife, Donna, and his children, Doug and Christie, who will al- 
ways remain part of the Giant family.” , 

Kotar, fourth orthe team’s all-time rushing list, retired prior 
to training camp in 1982 because of persistent knee and shoul- 
der troubles. Soon after, the tumor was discovered, and Kotar 
underwent a six-hour operation August 25 for the removal of 
the tumor. However, surgeons were unable to remove it be- 
cause the tumor was too close to vital areas of the brain. 


A Binding Contract 

The contract’ status of Detroit running back Billy Sims ap- 
peared headed to the courtroom after it was revealed that Sims 
had signed contracts with the Houston Gamblers and the Lions. 
Sims signed the deal with the United States Football League's 
Houston Gamblers last July 1, but it was kept quiet. When seri- 
ous talks began between the Lions and Sims during the week 
before Detroit’s final game, Sims told the Lions the morning of 
December 16 that he had a contract with the Gamblers. That 
night, Sims signed the Lions’ contract. 

Sims reportedly was offered a five-year deal by Detroit for 
$3.5 million before the start of training camp. However, part of 
Sims’ case seems to be his claim that then-agent Jerry Argo- 
vitz, now part-owner of the Gamblers, never told him about the 
real figures in Detroit’s offer. The contract Sims just signed 
with the Lions includes a $1 million bonus and has salaries of 
$600,000, $650,000, $700,000, $750,000 and $800,000, making the 
total package worth’ $4.5 million. 

Said Patrick Forte, Sims’ new agent, “We feel we have a 
perfectly binding contract.” Forte also alluded to the “way the 
other document was signed” as the bone of contention but 
would not go into specifics. 

“Billy Sims will be a Houston Gambler,” Argovitz said. “The 
Detroit Lions induced him. They interfered with the contract of 
the Houston Gamblers. Billy isn’t going to stay in Detroit. This 
is between the USFL and the NFL, and we will prevail just as 
we did in San Diego.” 

The Chargers signed Gary Anderson last spring after he al- 
ready had played part of the season with the USFL’s Tampa 
Bay Bandits. A court case followed, and it was ruled Anderson 
had a valid contract with the Bandits. Sims already has re- 
ceived some bonus money from the Gamblers but said he 
would pay it back “if I have to.” Added Sims, “My heart is right 
here (Detroit). It’ll come down to what the judge decides.” 

Sims spoke to the Lions at the pregame meal before the 
December 18 game with Tampa Bay. He said, “It’s going to get 
nasty, but I’m going to be a Detroit Lion.” z 

Said defensive tackle Doug English, “The fact that he’s will- 
ing to go through all the legal hassles to stay on the team 
means a lot to us,” 

Meanwhile, while Argovitz was being interviewed at half- 
time of the Lions-Bucs game, screens went blank in the middle 
ofan Argovitz sentence. 


A Hatchett Jab? 


Former Colts cornerback Derrick Hatchett, now with fhe 
Oilers, claims Baltimore Coach Frank Kush punched him dur- 
ing a confrontation that occurred before Hatchett was waived 
by the team November 23. 

Hatchett, suspended by Kush earlier this season, did not ac- 
company the team on a November 20 trip to Miami because of 
what Kush caljled attitude problems. On the day of the alleged 
incident, Hatchett went to Kush’s office to clarify his status and 
confronted Kush in the coach's bathroom. Kush asked him to 
leave. 

“I'm not going anywhere,” Hatchett said he told Kusk. “I’m 
not leaving until I get satisfaction.” Hatchett saidé Kush then 
called him a “punk” and threatened to throw him. out of the 
office. Hatchett said he backed away when Kush put “some 
ind of move on me. He still hit me. It was definitely a closed 

ist.” 

Responded-Kush, “I deny unequivocally these accusations as 
a slanderous act and will consider immediate legal action if it 
is not retracted. Derrick Hatchett’s irrational and emotionally 
out of control behavior November 23 in an attempt to provoke 
a confrontation with me resulted in no reaction other than his 
being placed on waivers by the Baltimore Colts. And I have a 
witness to prove it.” 

The witness is pro personnel director Bob Terpening, who 
reportedly was at the door of Kush’s office when the alleged 
incident took place. Hatchett’s agent, Ron Stanko, said he 
would counter any lawsuit brought against either him or Hat- 
rete It was Stanko who first went public with Hatchett’s 
claims. 


/ | 
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Hatchett’s wife also entered the fray, claiming the Colts had 
racial problems and that the Hatchetts never were accepted. 
Derrick is black, and his wife is white. 


A Tough Weekend for CBS 


It all began December 11 on CBS-TV’s “NFL Today,” when 
Jimmy (The Greek) Snyder reported that University of Miami 
Coach Howard Schnellenberger “absolutely” had a handshake 
agreement to become coach of the USFL's New Jersey Gener- 
als. It continued the following night on CBS Radio, when Brent 
Musburger reported a trade rumor at halftime of the Monday 
night football game. 

The Musburger story involved a rumor that has made the 
rounds of the entire National Football League in recent weeks 
and was reported here last week. In the deal, Oilers running 
back Earl Campbell would go to New Orleans, Saints running 
back George Rogers would be sent to Philadelphia and the 
Eagles would send Houston a 1984 No. 1 draft pick. Saints 
Coach Bum Phillips called-the report “preposterous” and won- 
dered whether people were trying to distract his team. 

Musburger spoke to-Phillips and apologized for his “bad tim- 
ing.” However, Musburger said, “I still think there’s something 
to.it. Maybe George Rogers isn’t involved, but there's still some 
smoke there.” In his conversation with Phillips, Musburger said 
he’d never seen Phillips that mad. 

“He said there was absolutely no substance to the story,” 
Musberger said. “And I believe him. I don’t think Bum would 
just flat-out lie.” Musburger apparently forgot the flat-out lie 
Phillips told a few years ago when asked about trade rumors 
involving quarterbacks Dan Pastorini and Ken Stabler. Phil- 
lips, then with the Oilers, denied the story when reporters 
heard of the apparent deal with the Raiders. When the trade 
was made, Phillips said he had to lie or otherwise the deal 
would have been canceled. 

In Miami, Schnellenberger was forced to call a press confer- 
ence to deny the report that he had an agreement with the 
Generals. However, Schnellenberger admitted he had been in 
contact with New Jersey Owner Donald Trump as well as rep- 
resentatives of the New York Giants, whom Snyder also men- 
tioned in his report. He has also been in contact with the Hous- 
ton Oilers. 

“T'm very flattered that everybody thinks I'm qualified to 
coach any kind of football team in America,” Schnellenberger 
said. “It certainly beats the alternative. But I sure wish these 
things were done in a more professional manner so they 
wouldn't run the risk of upsetting my football team before their 
biggest game ever. Fortunately, my players seem to be more 
sophisticated about the rumor mill than a lot of other people.” 

Said Phillips on the same subject, “It’s the whole problem 
with the media. Nobody thinks of players as human beings. 
They regard them as little wind-up toys. They’re not just little 
pawns in a chess game that you can move around.” 


The Negotiating Game 

Redskins quarterback Joe Theismann would not comment 
on a report in a Richmond, Va., newspaper that he had talked 
contract with the New Jersey Generals. The paper said the 
Generals made no formal offer but that Owner Donald Trump 
was willing to make Theismann the highest-paid team sport 
athlete in history. With two years remaining on his current 
contract, Theismann has been meeting with Redskins Owner 
Jack Kent Cooke about a new deal. Theismann’s 1983 salary is 
about $315,000. The paper said Theismann and Cooke met re- 
cently on December 8 but that the two sides were “as far apart 
as they’ve ever been” and that Theismann was “really frustrat- 
ed by the situation.” 

Memphis Showboats Owner Logan Young Jr. confirmed he 
had offered Saints quarterback Ken Stabler a one-year, $1 mil- 
lion contract. Said Stabler, after New Orleans’ loss to the Rams 
om the final day of the season, “My loyalty is with Bum (Phil- 
lips).” . . - Bengals Guard Dave Lapham appeared close to 
signing with the Generals. Lapham’s wife said he had agreed to 
terms.and was waiting for the contract to arrive so he could 
sign it. Since the end of the 1982 season, Bengals players Oliver 
Davis (Panthers), Dan Ross (Breakers) and Cris Collinsworth 
(Bandits for 1985) have signed with the USFL. Additionally, 
sixth-round draft pick Kiki DeAyala signed with the expansion 
Houston Gamblers. . . . Baltimore quarterback Mark Herr- 
mann, who will be in his option year in 1984; already has talked 
with Denver Gold Coach Craig Morton about a possible con- 
tract... . Broncos defensive end Rulon Jones reportedly was 
close to signing with the USFL. . . . The San Antonio Gun- 
slingers are interested in Colts running back Curtis Dickey, 
whose USFL rights are held by Houston. 


Around the USFL 


Chicago Blitz Coach Marv Levy continues to round up his 
former Kansas City Chiefs. The Blitz were expected to an~ 
nounce the signing of guard Bob Simmons and punter Jeff Gos- 
sett. Simmons has been a Chiefs starter for five years while 
Gossett punted this past season for Cleveland after being cut by 
the Chiefs. . . . Saying he had received a clean bill of health 
from two neurosurgeons and an orthopedic surgeon, former 
Bears safety Doug Plank signed a three-year contract with the 
Blitz. The Bears did not offer Plank a contract last spring be- 
cause of a back injury but then decided to appeal Plank’s work- 
man’s compensation claim. The Blitz recently gave a tryout to 
Bob Boris, the punter who has been denied playing status, and 


THE 


sued the league over its eligibility rules. Boris’ rights were re- 
cently waived by the Arizona Wranglers. .. . New Orleans 
Breakers President Randy Vataha said iocal real-estate devel- 
oper Joseph Canizaro has formed a partnership to buy the en- 
tire franchise. Canizaro originally bought 31 percent interest in 
the team but has formed a group that would contro! the entire 
team. Canizaro would own 82 percent of the stock. 

San Antonio Owner Clinton Manges reached a settlement 
with Mobil Oil over a suit involving oil leases on Manges’ Texas 
ranch. In the settlement, the state of Texas will receive $100 
million from Mobil while Manges will receive $390 million over 
the next 10 years. The first installment of $42 million is due 
January 4, the day of the USFL draft.... Team owners voted to 
approve the sale of the Los Angeles Express to San Francisco 
mortgage banker J. William Oldenburg for between $6 and $7 
million, Original owners Alan Harmon and Bill Daniels esti- 
mated they lost $2.5 million in the league's first season but said 
the sale was still not official. “The fact that the owners have 
voted and approved a possible transfer of the club is standard 
proeedure,” Harmon said, “Their vote simply clears the way 
for more serious negotiations. But at this time, no deal has 
been made.” Assuming the sale is finalized, it would be the fifth 
of the league's original 12 teams to be sold. . . . Meanwhile, 
Express Coach Hugh Campbell denied he would be leaving the 
team for the head job with the Houston Oilers. The Oilers re- 
main interested in quarterback Warren Moon, and Campbell 
coached Moon for five seasons with Edmonton of the Canadian 
Football League. 


Faces and Places 

Eighteen NFL teams concluded their season December 18, 
and the order of selection for the first round of the 1984 draft 
can be figured for those teams. Ties are broken using strength 
of schedule with the team playing the easier schedule drafting 
earliest. 1. Cincinnati from Tampa Bay; 2. Houston; 3. New 
York Giants; 4. Philadelphia; 5. Kansas City; 6. San Diego; 7. 
Cincinnati; 8. Baltimore; 9. Atlanta; 10. New York Jets; 11. Chi- 
cago; 12. Green Bay; 13. Minnesota; 14. Buffalo; 15. New Or- 
leans; 16. Los Angeles Raiders (from New England); 17. St. 
Louis; 18. Cleveland. 

Packers kicker Jan Stenerud attributes his longtime success 
to a background in ski jumping. Stenerud attended Montana 
State on a skiing scholarship. “It requires tremendous concen- 
tration,” he said... . The Bengals told running back Archie 
Griffin he would not be offered a contract for the 1984 season. 
... Local authorities in Green Bay have begun an investigation 
to learn who supplied Packers running back Eddie Lee ivery 
with cocaine. ... Former quarterback Joe Namath is scheduled 
for a February 6 trial in California on charges of drunken driv- 
ing resulting from an August 20 arrest. 

Rams quarterback Vince Ferragamo has filed suit against 
former Montreal (CFL) Owner Nelson Skalbania, claiming he's 
been paid only $450,000 of the contract he signed in 1981. Fer- 
ragamo says he’s still owed $2,050,000. . .. The media crush was 
so heavy in the week before the Dallas-Washington game on 
December 11 that Tony Dorsett hid in the sauna one day to eat 
his lunch. .. . The Eagles signed Purdue offensive tackle Tom 
Jelesky for the 1984 season. Jelesky missed the 1982 college 
season after being injured in a car accident and then was ruled 
academically ineligible for the '83 season. . .. When the Fal- 
cons fired Leeman Bennett after the 1982 season, Owner Ran- 
kin Smith said he thought the team had reached a plateau. 
Asked to comment on the ’83 Falcons, Bennett said, “I guess 
this is a different plateau.” 

Will the real Hogs please stand up? The rivairy between 
Dallas and Washington also has extended to nicknames. The 
Cowboys say their offensive line was dubbed the Sweathogs 
before the Redskins' Hogs came along. “The Hogs ended the 
Sweathogs—quickly,” said Dallas tackle Pat Donovan. Added 
Cowboys radio announcer Brad Sham, who stocked his sporting 
goods store with Sweathogs souvenirs, “The Redskins took off, 
and everyone thought we were copycats. Actually, we came 
first.” Of course, the name doesn’t really fit. Have you ever 
seen hogs wallow on AstroTurf? . . . Maryland Coach Bobby 
Ross is being mentioned prominently as the Oilers’ new coach. 
There is also speculation that Houston would then draft Mary- 
land quarterback Boomer Esiason rather than Brigham 
Young’s Steve Young. . . . While recuperating from summer 
back surgery, Chargers tackle Chuck Loewen has been work- 
ing as office manager at Fairbanks Landscape Co, in Rancho 
Santa Fe, Calif. Chargers guard Ed White, who some think will 
retire after this season, has a major interest in the company. 
... Former Patriots running back Jim Nance, who suffered a 
stroke in late September, recently was released from a Boston 
hospital. Nance remains partially paralyzed on his left side, 
and a tribute dinner is scheduled for March 12 to help defray 
his enormous medical expenses. 


Quotable 


Raiders running back Marcus Allen on the sparse crowds 
that have watched 'the team this season: “I think a lot of the 
guys on the team are disgusted. We come out for the game and 
look at the stands and say, ‘Gee, we must be playing a lousy 
team today.’ It happens a lot, though.” 

Patrick Forte, Biléy Sims’ agent, on the USFL: “Between 
(Jerry) Argovitz and (Donald) Trump and that useless football 
league, it’s a good thing talk is cheap. They sure have plenty of 
it. The next thing, they'll sign Red Grange.” 
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Chiefs 48, Broncos 17 


The Cold: On Denver's third play from 
scrimmage, Lucious Smith intercepted a 
John Elway pass and returned it 58 yards for 
a touchdown, Elway completed just 13 of 34 
passes for 143 yards and threw four intercep- 
tions. 

Said he, “It was the first time I've played in 
a game that was that cold. The ball was aw- 
fully hard. Sometimes you could hang onto it; 
sometimes you had no control, It was not a 
lot of fun.” 

Still, Kansas City quarterbacks Bill Kenney 
and Todd Blackledge managed to pass for 
277 yards without an interception. Said Ken- 
ney, “I think the reason we had a better day 
throwing the ball is because we have a better 
passer and better receivers.” Kenney en- 
tered the game on the verge of records for 
completions, attempts and 300-yard games 
but fell short of them all. 

“T would-have liked to have had them for 
myself, for our offense and for our offensive 


Seahawks 24, Patriots 6 


The Key: While the Patriots ran for 112 
yards, the Seahawks did a good job stopping 
the run and forcing New England to pass. 

Said Pats back Tony Collins, “You look at 
the films and you think, ‘Well, we should run 
as much as we possibly can because that’s 
what we do well.’ Also, when we run we 
make it so Tony Eason doesn’t have to do too 
much.” 

“With as many players as they had loaded 
up on the line of scrimmage, we had to take 
the pass,” Pats tackle Brian Holloway said. 
“Our problem was that we didn’t execute the 
passing game better. Then, after we got be- 
hind, we became very one-dimensional.” 


The Quotes: Seattle receiver Steve Lar- 
gent on the franchise’s biggest game ever: 
“We waited a long time for this. Before the 
game I was telling somebody I felt like I was 
almost going to break out in tears just think- 
ing how long I've waited for a game at the 
end of the season that meant something. It 
was on the line for us, and I think we played 
our best game of the year. I don’t think there 
were a lot of believers in us that we could win 
a must-win game.” 

“We're hungry now,” said running back 
Curt Warner. “We got the taste of what it’s 
like against New England. Once you get the 
taste of that fine wine, and that good meat, 
you want some more. We want a better meal. 
We won't settle for a handout.” 


Notable: Chuck Knox won his 100th reg- 
ular-season game and became the first coach 
in history to take three different teams to the 
playoffs. . . . New England took the field 
knowing it could not make the playoffs be- 
cause of Cleveland’s win and Buffalo's loss. 
|... Seattle’s final two touchdowns came fol- 
lowing turnovers. The most costly was a fum- 
bled snap by Eason, which Bruce Scholtz re- 
covered at the Patriots’ 11. Three plays later, 
the Seahawks led, 17-6. ... Seahawks quarter- 
back Dave Krieg threw two touchdown 
passes and ran for the team’s final score. 


Colts 20, Oilers 10 


The Interceptions: The Colts inter- 
cepted three Oliver Luck passes, and that 
was the difference. Larry Anderson returned 
one 71 yards for a touchdown in the second 


ceptions clinched the victory. 

Trailing 13-10, Houston was on the Colts’ 46 
when Vernon Maxwell made the second in- 
terception and returned it 31 yards. That set 
up a Mike Pagel-to-Pat Beach TD pass with 
1:56 left. Then, with one minute remaining 
and the Oilers on the Baltimore 12, James 
Burroughs ended all Houston hopes. 


ture as the Oilers’ coach: “I’m sort of cynical. 
Maybe this season has made me this way. 
Usually, I'm positive in my feelings, but 
they've vacillated over the last three weeks. 


dents with how the decision will be made. But 


line,” he said. “But I knew I wasn’t going to 
get them today,” 


The Controversy: With 1:53 left, 
Blackledge hit Stephone Paige for a 23-yard 
TD on a play that was supposed to go to Ron 
Wetzel, the only Kansas City receiver with- 
out a reception this season. The Broncos 
didn’t agree with the strategy. 

“1'm just glad I don't play for (Coach John) 
Mackovic’s team,” Denver guard Tom Glas- 
sic said. “He's a loser because of what he did 
at the end of the game. They are beating us, 
it is freezing cold and they throw the ball. 
Even the referees were cursing the guy.” 

Said Mackovic, “I didn’t want another 
touchdown. All I wanted to do was let Wetzel 
catch a ball.” 


Notable: The crowd of 11,377 was the 
second smallest since the merger of the 
American Football League and the National 
Football League. The lowest was 10,020 in At- 
lanta against Green Bay in 1974. The Chiefs 
had only 11,902 fans for their 1982 finale. 


quarter, and then two fourth-quarter inter- 


The Quotes: Chuck Studley on his fu- 


I've stopped trying to correlate little inci- 


I made it very clear to the players that the 


A knee injury forced quarterback Kenny Stabler to watch from the bench 


as the Saints were eliminated. 


Rams 26, Saints 24 


The Hero: Mike Lansford kicked the 
Saints out of the playoffs and the Rams in 
with a 42-yard field goal with two seconds 
left. The kick just made it inside the left goal 
post. “It’s the kind of kick that makes you or 
breaks you. I knew the kick was high enough 
and long enough, but the ball had a lot of 
action on it. Let’s just say it wasn’t the clean- 
est kick,” Lansford said. 


The Big Plays: With two minutes leit, 
the Saints had the ball on the Rams’ 31 but 
chose to punt, and Los Angeles took over on 
its 20. Said Saints Coach Bum Phillips, “If you 
go for the field goal, you’ve got to kick an 
awful long one. If you get it blocked, you’ve 
beat yourself. I didn’t think they could drive 
80 yards on us. So why take the chance?” 

Vince Ferragamo then completed six of 
seven passes, including a key 26-yarder to 
Preston Dennard on second-and-25, to reach 
the 31. Dennard then caught a six-yarder to 
set up the winning field goal. 


team wouldn’t become a forum, pro or con. 
We should worry about playing football, not 
about promoting people for a job.” 

Earl Campbell also wondered about his fu- 
ture, “I honest to God don’t know where I'll 
be next year,” he said. Of losing, Campbell 
said, “It hurts. But I try to tell myself it’s not 
the guy who wins the race that gets respect 
but the guy who never quits trying and keeps 
coming. I'll go home to Texas and chase after 
some deer. That's how I like my life, like 
death it’s only an arm’s length, I don’t 


- ask for much, just to be happy.” 


Colts back Curtis Dickey left the field to 
chants of “We Want Dickey” and derogatory 
chants about Owner Robert Irsay, who said 
he didn’t think Dickey was worth the money 
he was seeking. Close friend Randy McMillan 
said to Dickey about the fans, “Check that 
out.” Dickey responded, “That doesn’t put 
money in my pocket.” 

Notable: The Colts won despite net pass- 
ing of 27 yards. Dickey ran for 110. 


Browns 30, Steelers 17 


The Farewell?: In what may have been 
his final game as a Brown, Brian Sipe threw 
four tohchdown passes to spark the Browns’ 
win. Constant speculation has Sipe already 
signed with New Jersey of the United States 
Football League. Said he, “Nothing is final 
yet. You'll know in due course, when every- 
thing is resolved. Don’t worry. I’m not going 
to go sneaking out into the desert.” 

Asked how he thought Sipe would finish, 
Cleveland tackle Doug Dieken said, “a win- 
ner, the same way he came in. I hope people 
remember him as a winner if, in fact, he's 
leaving. I hope he’s not. But the guy is 34, and 
he has to look at the economics of it, to look 
for the best deal possible. I hope it’s here. But 
whatever happens, I wish him luck.” 


The Hit: Steelers linebacker Jack Lam- 
bert was ejected in the third quarter when he 
hit Sipe with both forearms on a play on 
which Donnie Shell had an interception at 


Of the short completion, Dennard said, 
“We just winged it. I didn’t know what Ferra- 
gamo was doing because of the crowd noise.” 


Notable and Quotable: Except for 
the field goal, all of the Rams’ points were 
scored by the defense. .. . Saints quarterback 
Ken Stabler suffered a knee injury on John- 
nie Johnson’s 3l-yard interception return for 
a touchdown and left the game. He did throw 
his 192nd career TD pass, tying Bob Griese 
for 14th place. ... The Rams* Eric Dickerson, 
with 390 rushing attempts, broke George 
Rogers’ record of 378. Dickerson rushed for 
1,808 yards, the sixth-best single-season total 
in National Football League history... . 
Saints punter Russell Erxieben suffered a 
torn muscle in his leg. 

Rams Coach John Robinson: “The Rams 
have a reputation that they will roll over and 
die, but they showed today they will not quit.” 
. . . Said Rams defensive end Jack Young- 
blood, “This football team has aged me 15 
years in one season.” 


Tops of the Week 


Levitating Charles: Late in the Jets- 
Dolphins game, Miami's Mike Charles sacked 
Richard Todd. Charles stooped over Todd 
and did his levitation act, something he'd 
wanted to do all season. Jets tackle Marvin 
Powell shoved Charles while Todd threw the 
ball at his back. Said Todd, “You would have 
thrown it at him, too, if he did that to you.” 

Miami Coach Don Shula wasn’t pleased ei- 
ther. “It was done in poor taste,” Shula said. 
“I've been hearing about this dance for a 
long time. I didn’t know what it was. Now I 
do. It was a clear-cut case of taunting. You 
just don’t do things like that.” 

Said Charles, “I don't think I’m going to do 
that anymore. Some of the guys told me they 
didn’t think Coach Shula would like it much. I 
think that’s the last you'll see of it.” 


Notable: Home teams won 12 of 13 
games. The Rams were the only visitor to 
win. With the Dallas-San Francisco game left, 


the Pittsburgh 5. The penalty kept the ball in 
Cleveland's possession, and a Browns’ TD put 
the game out of reach at 30-10. 

Said Lambert, “The same exact play hap- 
pened in Pittsburgh two years ago. He was 
rolling out near the sideline. Any other quar- 
terback would have run out of bounds, but 
Sipe is a gutsy quarterback. My job is to hit 
him. We've been down that road before." 

“fF didn’t fault him then,” Sipe said, “and’i 
don’t fault him now.” 


Notable: Franco Harris rushed for 1,007 
yards this season, his eighth 1,000-yard sea- 
son. Harris ended up 50 yards short of 12,000 
for his career. . . . Steelers Coach Chuck Noll 
on why Terry Bradshaw did not play: “His 
arm made the decision.” . . . Late in the first 
half, the Browns stopped Harris on fourth- 
and-two from the Cleveland 47. On third-and- 
five from the Steelers’ 16, Sipe threw incom- 
plete, but Keith Gary committed a personal 
foul. With one second left, Sipe hit Ricky 
Feacher for a TD for a 23-10 lead. 


Dolphins 34, Jets 14 


The Hero: Miami defensive back Mike 
Kozlowski returned two interceptions for 
touchdowns in 1:01 of the fourth quarter to 
turn a close game into a rout. 

Usually the nickel back, Kozlowski was 
starting because of an ankle injury suffered 
by Lyle Blackwood. The first TD came with 
Miami leading, 20-14, and with the Jets facing 
second-and-eight from their 26. “I just read 
Richard's (Todd) eyes, and I knew where he 
was going the whole way. I was just hoping 
some slow guy wouldn’t catch me. That 
would have been really embarrassing.” 

The encore came on second-and-six from 
the Jets’ 28. Said he, “The runs felt like 80 
yards, but they tell me they were only 20 (ac- 
tually 35 and 38). I've never had two touch- 
downs in a game, not even when I was a run- 
ning back at Colorado. This is unreal. I felt 
like I was dreaming out there.” 


The Quotes: Miami Coach Don Shula 
on the team’s success: “When you look at all 
the things this team has overcome and you 
see that we won niné of our last 10 games, 
you have to be proud.. The thing we realize 
most is this is just the first step.” 

Jets Coach Joe Walton wasn’t as proud. 
Said he, “I think the whole team has te re- 
group starting Monday. We're going to ana- 
lyze the whole team and figure out which di- 
rection we are going to go. When you've had 
a season such as we've had, you’ve got to 
check every player out.” 


Notable: By not playing the final two 
games, Miami quarterback Dan Marino fell 
two touchdown passes short of the rookie rec- 
ord of 22. However, Marino’s 58.45 comple- 
tion percentage was a rookie record, better- 
ing Jim McMahon’s 1982 mark of 57.14... . 
David Overstreet had his second straight 
good game, running for 96 yards. Overstreet 
owns Miami's top two rushing performances 
this season. . . . Jets linebacker Lance Mehi 
dropped a sure interception that probably 
would have tied the game by halftime. 


home teams led, 118-104, with one tie... . 
Atlanta and Minnesota beat Buffalo and Cin- 
cinnati, respectively, as the interconference 
series wound up tied at 26.... There were 107 
games (48 percent) decided by seven points 
or less and 55 (24.7 percent) by three or tess. 

With the Monday night game to be played, 
the final week had 157,234 no-shows, an aver- 
age of 12,095. That's still far short of the Na- 
tional Football League record of 196,808 set 
on the last weekend of the 1973 season. 

Milestones: Before 1983, passers had 
reached 4,000 yards only four times. There 
was a possibility that four could accomplish it 
this season. Lynn Dickey (4,458) and Bill 
Kenney (4,348) wound up with the third- and 
fourth-best yardage seasons in history, while 
good performdhces by Danny White and Joe 
Montana on the final Monday night could 
have enabled each to reach 4,000... . Ken 
Anderson (59.16) moved closer to Ken 
Stabler’s record (60.09) for tareer completion 
percentage. 
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Owner William Clay Ford (left) congratulated linebacker Ken Fantetti 
after the Lions’ won their first division title in 26 years. 


Lions 23, Buccaneers 20 


The Hero: Quarterback Gary Danielson 
replaced Eric Hipple (knee) and completed 
nine of 12 passes for 143 yards, including a 
touchdown pass to Jeff Chadwick that gave 
the Lions a 10-point lead with 2:32 left in the 
game. The extent of Hipple’s injury was not 
known, but Danielson laid claim to the start- 
ing job in the playoffs, “I think I should start,” 
Danielson said. 

Said Hipple, “If there’s any way I can play, 
I'll play. I'll put a splint on it if I have to.” 


The Quotes: Lions linebacker Ken 
Fantetti on not backing into the division title: 
“We wanted to win outright. It was just a 
sense of pride. We wanted to win legitimate- 
ly. We didn’t want somebody to win for us.” 

Lions Coach Monte Clark: “This is the best 
togetherness, unity and atmosphere we've 
ever had here.” 


Falcons 31, Bills 14 


The Penalties: The Bills entered the 
game leading the National Football League 
in penalties and had 15 for 123 yards, includ- 
ing four for offensive holding, three for de- 
fensive holding and two for offensive pass in- 
terference. 

Early in the game, the Bills recovered a 
fumble at the Atlanta 12 but went backward 
in five plays. There were two holding and off- 
side penalties, and Joe Danelo then missed a 
45-yard field goal. 

“They didn’t let up on us after that,” Buffa- 
lo quarterback Joe Ferguson said. Ferguson 
later had to leave the game because of a con- 
cussion. 


The Quotes: The Falcons had just 25 
sacks entering the game but registered six, 
including 214 by linebackers on blitzes. Said 
Coach Dan Henning, “You never intend to 
blitz as much as we did, but as the game wore 
on they really weren't effective against it so 
we used it more.” 

Bills back Joe Cribbs on the team’s lacklus- 
ter effort: “The guys all week were talking 
about going home. That kind of attitude 
didn’t help our performance.” Cribbs on his 
departure for the United States Football 
League: “I gave it all I had this year, but I 
have to do what's best for Joe Cribbs.” 

Atlanta back William Andrews entered the 
game needing 41 yards to reach 2,000 all-pur- 
pose yards for the season and earn a $40,000 
bonus. The offensive line had 41-40 taped on 
their helmets during practice. Andrews 
ended up with 2,176 yards, his second season 
with more than 2,000. Said quarterback Steve 
Bartkowski, “We should all take home a film 
of William Andrews and watch it every day 
this winter. It will make us better players.” 


Notable: Bartkowski threw just five in- 
terceptions all season and finished with an 
interception percentage of 1.16, second best 
in league history. Ironically, Ferguson holds 
the record with .66 in 1976... . There were 
25,217 no-shows in Atlanta. 


Tampa Bay left kicker Bill Capece at home 
and brought newly signed Dave Warnke to 
Detroit, where the rookie had a training- 
camp trial with the Lions this past summer. 
Warnke missed an extra point and missed 
terribly on a field-goal attempt. Offensive 
lineman George Yarno, a left-footed kicker, 
booted the extra point after Tampa Bay’s 
final touchdown. 

Said Coach John McKay, “It’s a funny 
thing, but I think if we’d had an NFL place- 
kicker this year and gotten a few breaks, we 
might be drinking champagne instead of 
them.” 

“We should have hired a high school 
kicker,” Bucs Owner Hugh Culverhouse said. 


Notable: The Lions finished with a 7-1 
record against NFC Central clubs. . . . Lions 
kicker Eddie Murray finished the season with 
a streak of 122 consecutive successful extra 
points. { 


Raiders 30, Chargers 14 . 


The Home-Field Advantage: The 
Raiders’ victory clinched the home-field ad- 
vantage for them for all AFC playoff games 
in which they are involved. Coach Tom 
Flores tried to scare the team into the 
thought of playing in cold weather. 

Said he, “I almost felt like taking out old 
films of championship games in Pittsburgh 
on frozen fields. Funny things happen on fro- 
zen fields.” 

“The only thing we did today was save the 
Raiders money—no plane flights till Tampa,” 
defensive back Mike Davis said. 


The Quotes: The Raiders’ Todd Chris- 
tensen on winning the receiving title with 92 
catches: “If you catch 92 passes for a team 
that finishes 4-12, it’s not going to be very 
satisfying. But I think the passes I’ve caught 
this year have contributed to our success.” 

Said Chargers tight end Kellen Winslow, 
who caught 88 passes this season, “Person- 
ally, I spent a lot of time this year in backside 
pass protection, and I still caught over 80 
passes. There were a lot of times I wasn’t 
even in the route, and I made the catch. 
That's something I can look at positively.” 

“This game was typical of our season— 
dropped passes, penalties, missed opportuni- 
ties,” said Chargers tackle Andrew Gissinger. 


Notable: Raiders kick returner Greg 
Pruitt set a National Football League record 
with 666 punt return yards. The old record of 
655 was held by Neal Colzie, who set it with 
the Raiders in 1975... . Chargers kicker Rolf 
Benirschke established a career record for 
field-goal percentage with 71.97, better than 
Toni Fritsch’s 67.97. Benirschke is 113-for-157 
in his career. . .. The Chargers’ Chuck Mun- 
cie (6,651 yards rushing) passed Lawrence 
McCutcheon and wound up tied with 13th- 
place Mark van Eeghen. . . . The Raiders’ 
Cliff Branch (474 catches) tied 18th-place 
Boyd Dowler. . . . San Diego’s Charlie Joiner 
ended up 19 yards short of 10,000 yards re- 
ceiving and four receptions short of 600. 


Cardinals 31, Eagles 7 


The Hero: St. Louis running back Ottis 
Anderson rushed for 156 of the Cardinals’ 231 
yards and scored the team’s first touchdown 
ona 12-yard run. Anderson gave credit to his 
offensive line, the “man up above” for giving 
him the strength to play ona cold, snowy day 
and Kangaroo shoes, which held up well in 
the snow. Anderson had been criticized early 
in the season for some subpar performances, 
but registered seven 100-yard efforts in the 
last nine games. 

Said he, “I felt like I had been doing what I 
did today all along. But, of course, you guys 
(media) follow stats and base everything on 
that. But every year I finish with my 1,000 
yards. You guys say that O.J. can't run and 
needs to stay inbounds. Sorry, won't do it.” 

Asked what the team should do to make 
sure Anderson stays in St. Louis, receiver 
Roy Green said of his close friend, “I would 
give him a raise and make him happy be- 
cause he’s one of the premier running backs 


Redskins 31, Giants 22 


The Big Play: Trailing 22-17, the Red- 
skins were on the Giants’ 41-yard line in the 
final quarter. New York came on a blitz, 
leaving safety Bill Currier man-to-man on re- 
civer Art Monk. Joe Theismann hit Monk in 
full stride for a first down at the Giants’ 7. On 
the next play, Theismann hit Clint Didier for 
the go-ahead score. 

Said Didier, “I didn’t even have to put my 
hands up. Joe buried it right in my pads.” 
Didier had nine receptions this season, four 
for touchdowns. 


The Quotes: Joe Washington, who 
missed the game with a pulled hamstring, on 
Giants linebacker Lawrence Taylor, who had 
three sacks and one interception. “He's big, 
he’s mean and he’s tough,” Washington said. 
“Maybe the good Lord did me a favor by 
making me pull up lame. If I'd been healthy, 
I'd have had to block him.” 

‘Skins lineman Russ Grimm on the Giants’ 
effort: “They played with nothing to lose, and 
you have to give them credit. 1 can identify 
with their feeling. If I was going to lose, I'd 
make sure I took someone down with me.” 


Notable: Washington had committed 
just 14 turnovers in 15 games, but Theismann 
threw four interceptions after throwing just 
seven entering the game. Said he, “Give our 
defense credit for not letting the Giants take 
my mistakes into the end zone.” . . . Kicker 
Ali Haji-Sheikh kicked five field goals and set 
a season record with 35. “I never thought 
about the record,” Haji-Sheikh said. “There’s 
very little satisfaction in the record. You’re a 
member of a team and, when you don't win, 
the individual things don’t mean very much.” 

The Redskins finished with 541 points, a 
new National Football League record... . 
John Riggins scored his 24th touchdown, 
breaking O.J. Simpson’s mark of 23. Riggins 
(11,458 all-purpose yards) passed 14th-place 
Hugh McElhenny. . . . Grimm played center 
for the injured Jeff Bostic, and Ken Huff 
moved into Grimm's left guard spot. 


Bears 23, Packers 21 

The Game- Winner: After the Packers 
went ahead with 3:08 remaining, Jim McMa- 
hon led the Bears on a 58-yard, nine-play 
drive that resulted in Bob Thomas’ game- 
winning 22-yard field goal with 10 seconds 
left. On the drive, McMahon completed five 
of six passes for 43 yards. 

Said Thomas, “With three minutes left, I 
told Jim, ‘This is where you're at your best.’ I 
told him to get me to the 20-yard line, and he 
got me to the four.” 

The Quotes: Packers Coach Bart Starr 
on the loss, which knocked his team out of 
the playoffs: “This is the most discouraging 
defeat I've ever experienced. There were a 
number of people on the sideline who were 
aware that New Orleans had been defeated. 
We're very disappointed to be out of the play- 
offs. We let a couple of games slip away from 
us a couple of weeks ago. Because we lost 
those games, the season came down to 
today.” 


in the NFL. And I'd also take care of his best 
friend.” 


The Quotes: St. Louis Coach Jim Hani- 
fan on the Cardinals’ ground success: “We 
felt like we wanted to have a balanced at- 
tack. We didn’t think we could just slam that 
vall into them, because we hada lot of re- 
spect for the Eagles’ defense. Things worked 
out good for us in that department. But we 
didn’t know it would be that good.” 

Eagles quarterback Ron Jaworski on the 
Cardinals’ passing late in the game to get 
Green team receiving records; “One thing 
you have to remember about footbail players 
is they've got long, long memories.” 


Notable: St. Louis scored 24 points after 
four interceptions of Jaworski, . - . Retiring 
Cardinals center Dan Dierdorf got in for one 
play in the third quarter as Hanifan respond- 
ed to fans’ chants of “We Want Dan.” . . - 
Philadelphia’s Harold Carmichael ended up 
tied for fifth place with Fred Biletnikoff on 
the all-time receiving list with 589 catches. 


Vikings 20, Bengals 14 


The Goat: Bengals running back Rod- 
ney Tate fumbled twice, and both led to Min- 
nesota touchdowns, including the game-win- 
ning score. The first came at the Cincinnati 
10 and was recovered by Willie Teal, who 
returned the ball to the 5. Two plays later, 
Minnesota led, 7-0. 

With the score tied at 14 in the fourth quar- 
ter, Tate fumbled at the Bengals’ 35 with 
Dennis Fowlkes recovering the ball. Nine 
plays later, on fourth-and-inches ai the goal 
line, Tony Galbreath scored the winning 
touchdown. Galbreath had also scored the 
tying TD on a similar fourth-and-inches play. 


The Quotes: Vikings quarterback 
Wade Wilson made.his first National Football 
League start and threw the first TD pass of 
his career. Said he, “I was nervous at the 
start. I think I’ve lost 10 pounds in the last 
two days visiting the bathroom.” On his nick- 
name of Whiskey, Wilson said, “My wife and 
parents aren't too proud of that nickname. 
When all the guys started going to Hazelden 
(the league's drug rehab center), I was think- 
ing of changing my name to Tab or some- 
thing.” 

Cincinnati Coach Forrest Gregg: “I can’t 
tell you how happy I am this season is finally 
over. I've never been this happy that a sea- 
son had ended this early before.” 


Notable: Bengals back Pete Johnson 
reinjured his hamstring in the second quarter 
and did not return. . . . Minnesota's Benny 
Ricardo’s final extra-point attempt was 
blacked, snapping a personal string of 69 con- 
secutive conversions. ... The win was Bud 
Grant's 15Ist in regular-season games, tying 
Steve Owen for sixth place on the all-time 
list. It was the first time the Vikings had won 
their last game of the season since 1965, That 
includes playoff losses. . .. Minnesota finished 
4-0 against the AFC Central, . . . Cincinnati's 
Ken Riley capped his career with two inter- 
ceptions. ... The Bengals’ Dan Ross kept the 
ball after scoring a TD. He'll now go to the 
United States Football League. 


Said Chicago Coach Mike Ditka, “We did 
something today we haven't been able to do 
since the exhibition season. We came back 
and won a game in the last two minutes. It'sa 
great tribute to the way we turned the season 
around, I hope we've turned the corner. 

“There will be some changes made,” Ditka 
added. “Our nucleus is good enough to be 
competitive, but we're still not finished yet.” 


Notable: Packers kicker Jan Stenerud 
broke George Blanda’s career field-goal rec- 
ord in Green Bay’s win over Tampa Bay on 
December 12. Stenerud finished with 338 field 
goals. His 115 points gave him his seventh 
100-foint season, another National Football 
League record. . . . Before the winning field 
goal, Green Bay’s one-point lead was because 
of a missed extra point after a McMahon 
touchdown run*for Chicago. Holder Brian 
Baschnagel couldn't get the wobbly snap, 
down and was tackled trying to run the ‘ball 
across. “I just missed it,” Baschnagel said of 
the snap. 
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Irsay Antics 
Hit New Low 


BALTIMORE—Watching the antics of Bob Irsay, you don’t 
know whether to laugh or cry. The erratic owner of tne Balti- 
more Colts put on a classic show December 11 in Denver. 

It was easy to think of Irsay’s actions as a parody of “Satur- 
day Night Live.” If John Belushi were still alive, it’s easy to 
imagine him playing Irsay in a skit with a white wig and red 

makeup on his face. 
Irsay was vintage Irsay as he sloshed down 
drinks and wore a blue cap inscribed “John 
Elway, 7, Denver Broncos” before the Colts’ 
game with the Broncos. He seemed to have a 
grand time as he went through the press box 
and called one reporter a “dirty old man.” 
This, of course, was the Colts’ first game in Denver since the 
infamous Elway trade last spring. 

But Irsay didn't seem to pay much attention to the first quar- 
ter. He left the owners’ box and sat next to John Steadman, 
sports editor of the Baltimore News-American, in the press 
box. 

It was no surprise that Irsay said a few outrageous things to 
Steadman that made headlines the next day. 

While he rambled on, he told Steadman, among other things, 
that: 

1. He wasn’t going to pay Curtis Dickey $4 million. (Dickey is 
in his option year and is asking for $3 million.) 

2. He was negotiating with sophomore running back Bo 
Jackson of Auburn and could sign him for $2.5 million. 

3. He had turned down the offer from New York City officials 
of a 99-year rent-free lease to move the Colts to Shea Stadium. 

The second and third items were figments of Irsay’s imagi- 
nation. Irsay had not talked with Jackson and New York hadn't 
offered a 99-year lease. When Susan Reimer, a sportswriter for 
the Baltimore Morning Sun, called Auburn officials for com- 
ment, the first question she was asked was whether it was a 
crank call. 

But Irsay’s announcement that he wouldn't sign Dickey was 
a bombshell. General Manager Ernie Accorsi had worked for 
weeks in quiet negotiations with Patrick Forte, Dickey’s agent. 
They had worked out a five-year, $3 million pact and Accorsi, 
Coach Frank Kush and even Jimmy Irsay, the owner’s son, had 
been trying to persuade Irsay to agree to the package. 

Irsay, though, listens only to Michael Chernoff, the Colts’ gen- 
eral counsel. Chernoff recommended that Irsay reject the 
package. 

“If i don’t sign Dickey, the newspapers will probably rip me 
apart,” Irsay told Steadman. 

Actually, the newspapers are not enamored of Dickey’s atti- 
tude. Steadman wrote that Dickey was not the equal of such 
past Coit runners as Lenny Moore, Lydell Mitchell or Chet Mu- 
tryn. (Only Steadman, the only man who has seen every Colt 
game ever played, knows who Mutryn is.) 

Accorsi and Kush were crushed by the news that Irsay was 
refusing to pay another veteran, this time Dickey. The fran- 
chise was already glum over the fact that Elway had thrown 
three fourth-quarter touchdown passes to wipe out a 19-0 Balti- 
more lead and give the Broncos a 21-19 victory. 

When Irsay traded Elway without telling him last May, Kush 
had time to compose himself before facing the press. He made 
the comment on the phone, “I'll read about it in the papers” the 
morning the trade was made. 

Kush declined to comment on the Dickey developments at 
his Monday press conference after the Denver game. “The 
reason I’m being evasive is my mind is still turning on other 
things,” he said. 

There was a pause and Kush added, “I could blow this whole 
thing up in two minutues.” 

There was silence in the room. Reporters wondered whether 
Kush was going to quit on the spot. 

Kush, who has three years left on his contract, isn’t the quit- 
ting type and the press conference ended with nothing dramat- 
ic happening. 

One radio commentator went on the air, advising Kush and 
Accorsi to resign in protest. They did not respond. 

Coming on the heels of the Elway trade, Irsay’s announce- 
ment that he won't sign Dickey was another sign that there is 
little hope for the Colt franchise. 

Forte, Dickey’s agent, said, “Irsay is a jerk. And Chernoff isa 
joke. The sad thing is that the fans of Baltimore don’t deserve a 
team like this. This isa perfect example of why the franchise is 
in its present condition. Chernoff is a tax man. He doesn’t know 
a football from a football uniform. He’s a bean shooter who 
thinks he knows football. He should stick to filling out 1040 
forms.” 

Nobody argued with Forte’s comments. Unless Irsay 
changes his mind, Dickey will sign with a USFL team. 

The Colts have now had six straight losing seasons and have 
been losers in nine of the 12 years Irsay has owned the team. 
Still, Irsay says, “We are only four or five players away (from 
being a contender). My word of honor.” 

The question is, are they one owner away? 

Colt Corral: A bad officiating call in the Broncos-Colts game 


had major implications in the AFC wild-card race. If not for the 
call, five teams would have been tied at 8-7 in the wild-card 
race going into the final weekend of the season. Instead, Den- 
ver won and clinched a wild-card berth at 9-6, leaving four 
clubs at 8-7. The call came in the fourth quarter when an offi- 
cial ruled that Clint Sampson caught a touchdown pass even 
though he had one foot out of the end zone. . . . The Colts’ 
Bernard Henry, who has trouble coping with bump-and-run tac- 
tics, caught eight passes for 169 yards as the Broncos’ corner- 


backs played way off him. 
VITO STELLINO 


New G.M. Bledsoe 
—— Joins Stable Ship 


BUFFALO—When the 1982 season wound up, the Buffalo 
Bills were in an unsettled state. Coach Chuck Knox was on the 
verge of leaving, players were grumbling about contracts and 
poor relations with the front office, and there were 15 unsigned 
veteran free agents. 

A year later, the situation is vastly different. When Terry 
Bledsoe, the Bills’ new general manager and vice-president for 
administration, joins the club January 1 he will find a stable 
situation. 

Bledsoe; assistant general manager of the New York Giants 
the last five years, succeeds Pat McGroder as the Bills’ chief 
operating officer. McGroder will stay as a senior vice-presi- 
dent. The 79-year-old executive ran the club for the last nine 
months on only a handshake agreement with Ralph Wilson, 
owner of the Bills. 

“Pat did a wonderful job for the franchise,” Wilson said. 

McGroder improved the front office’s relations with the play- 
ers and may leave Bledsoe fewer than five veteran free agents 
unsigned for 1984. 

Kay Stephenson, who took over as coach in 1983, remains in 
charge of football operations, but Bledsoe will be important to 
the success of the team on the field as well because he will be 
negotiating the player contracts. 

“I’m gratified for the opportunity to run a club and thrilled 
it’s Ralph’s club,” Bledsoe said. Wilson and Bledsoe became 
acquainted during the 1975 negotiations with the NFL Players 
Association on the league’s collective bargaining agreement. 
Bledsoe then was an executive with the NFL Management 
Council. 

The Bills have had a history of bitter contract squabbles. 
McGroder ended much of that although he did fail to re-sign 
running back Joe Cribbs and wasn’t able to keep quarterback 
Jim Kelly, the Bills’ No. 1 draft choice, from signing with the 
Houston Gamblers of the USFL. 

How negotiations are handled is important to Bledsoe. “It’s 
vital to allow both sides to enter and leave with dignity,” Bled- 
soe said. “It’s desperately important that-players, or employees 
of any organization, feel they are being treated fairly.” 

Although many NFL teams are signing playersdo long-term 
contracts to prevent raiding by the USFL, Bledsoe said he be- 
lieves short-term contracts serve both parties better. 

As a rule, Bledsoe said, he would never offer a veteran-free 
agent a contract longer than two years and an option year. 

Bill Board: The Bills finished the home season with atten- 
dance of@f¥9,924, an average of 59,990. In their last previous Tull 
season, 1981, the Bills averaged 75,214. The chub had ano-show 
average of 1,472 this year. . . . A shoulder injury to tight end 
Tony Hunter gave Buster Barnett a rare chance for playing 
time and the third-year man from Jackson State had his best 
pro day (five catches for 58 yards) in the 23-10 loss to San 
Francisco. 

MILT NORTHROP 


Untested O’Brien 
Eager for Chance 


NEW YORK—While Dan Marino and John Elway play, Ken 
O'Brien fiddles. The New York Jets’ quarterback of the future 
knew his rookie season would be one of watching and waiting, 
but that didn't make his time on the bench any easier. 

O'Brien was the fifth quarterback selected in the first round 
of the draft last April (Marino was the sixth), yet his last action 
came nearly 20 weeks ago in the second exhibition game. Even 
with Richard Todd suffering through an erratic season, Coach 
Joe Walton never considered taking a look at his $1.7 million 
rookie. When Todd went out, his replacement was Pat Ryan, 
not O’Brien. 

“We're planning to give him a lot of off-season work,” Walton 
said of O'Brien. 

Todd's poor season has sparked speculation about whether 
the quarterback job will be open in 1984. Walton has warned 
this season’s underachievers that he will take off the kid gloves 
at next summer's training camp. 

Todd's relationship with Walton changed this year, and not 
for the better. In two previous seasons when Todd ranked third 
among AFC passers, Walton was the Jets’ offensive coordina- 


tor and Todd’s personal guru. 

But relations cooled when Walton failed to give Todd a 
strong vote of confidence following a loss to Baltimore. Todd 
subsequently met with Walton three times in two days, and 
indications are the dialogue was not exactly, “I love you, you 
love me.” 

“| understand how he perceives mea little better now,” Todd 
said after the mini-showdown. 

Todd is entering the option year of his contract and his 
agent, Gary Wichard, already has placed two Jets—cornerback 
Jerry Holmes and linebacker Ron Crosby—in the USFL. Still, 
with Walton under the gun for such-a poor first season, it would 
be difficult to see O'Brien getting more than a token look again 
next year. 

Asked how he plans to handle the quarterback situation, 
Walton said, “I haven’t even given it any thought.” 

O'Brien never saw politics like this at California-Davis, 
where he was a Division fi All-America. He wants to avoid 
controversy. But despite his willingness to be groomed, he is 
eager to get a chance to play. 

“Tt’s been frustrating the way the season has turned out,” 
O'Brien says. “I haven't done much in terms of football. Mainly 
it’s just been seeing what Richard has to go through. In terms 
of skills, I haven’t improved that much because I haven't had 
the opportunity.” 

“He’s not satisfied sitting,” says Rocky Klever, a first-year 
running back who is a close friend of O'Brien. “We keep telling 
him he’s getting paid the same, but he doesn’t look at it that 
way.” 

The irony of O’Brien’s season is that he twice had to “play- 
act” Marino in practice to prepare the Jets’ defense for the 
Dolphins’ rookie sensation. Because most of the Jets’ offensive 
preparation was geared to get Todd ready, the only chance 
O'Brien had to throw was after practice. He admits his arm 
atrophied. 

“It’s like anything else, if you don’t do it for awhile you lose 
some of that ability,” O’Brien said. “You can tell by the zip on 
the ball and the placement. My arm’s not im the kind of shape it 
was in when I started.” 

O'Brien sits in on all of the quarterback meetings, but he 
says he won't be able to learn the entire offensive system until 
the off-season. His most profound learning experience has been 
watching Todd bear the brunt of criticism for the Jets’ season. 

Jetstream: The Jets gave their most valuable player award 
to linebacker Lance Mehl, who has led team three straight 
years in tackles and has topped all NFL linebackers in inter- 
ceptions. 

PETER FINNEY SR. 


Fair-Weather Fans 
irk Pats’ Blackmon 


FOXBORO, Mass.—With the last AFC playoff spot riding on 
what they would do-against the Seattle Seahawks in the final 
game of ihegeason, the New England Patfiots suddenly found 
themselves surrounded by loyalists. 

But for linebacker Don Blackmon, it ail came too late to 
erase the memories of a season of empty seats and non-believ- 
ers. 

“J understand people in New England are tired of waiting 
(for a winning football team), but we'redifferent people from 
their oldteams,” Blackmon said after the Patriots stayed alive 
by upsetting the Los Angeles Rams, 21-7, on December 11. 

“Those were other teams that lost all their big games (New 
England never has won a playoff game),” said Blackmon. 
“Sometimes, I feel the people back home don’t give a damn 
about us until they see things going well. Then they want to 
jump on the band wagon. 

“T take offense to that because no one believed in us all 
season but ourselves. If they had just stuck with us, the whole 
situation would be better because knowing your fans are be- 
hind you, as they are in Miami and Seattle, is important.” 

For the Patriots, being booed by their fans is a way of life. 
They are the team without tradition in a part of the country 
where tradition is everything. 

The Patriots lack the winning tradition of the Boston Celtics. 
They lack the the maniacal following of the Boston Bruins. And 
they lack the masochistic fan tradition of the Boston Red Sox. 

When it comes to their professionali football team, it seems 
that the people of New England believe only that the Patriots 
will break their hearts. After all, they've done it as often as 
Elizabeth Taylor has broken wedding vows. 

“I don’t see why the people’ ‘here now have to deal with the 
past,” Blackmon said. “From day one this season, people have 
said we weren't going anywhere. They kept saying these Patri- 
ots were losers just like the other teams were. 

“We're not losers. We're fighters to the end. We don't give 
up, even if we don't win every game. 

“You'd think the things we've accomplished would please 
the people, but they've never rallied around us. It’s never hap- 
pened. So now we have to play for the 49 players in the locker 
room because those are the only ones who thought we could 
come this far.” 


(Continued on Page 24, Column 2) 
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DAN MARINO Pittsburgh 6-314 215 D1 Los Angeles USFL 

Suffered through a disappointing senior season, but it might not have been all 
his fault. “That wasn’t a great situation at Pitt,” says one scout. “There were 
too many players doing their own thing, including running bad patterns. They 
dropped a lot of balls on him, too.” Op the plus side, Marino has a strong arm, 
a take-charge attitude and surprisingly good mobility for someone his size. 
Tends to force his passes and is wild high at times. Came back from a miser- 
able first half in Senior Bowl to prove his talent. On THE SPORTING NEWS 
All-America Team in 1981. Drafted in baseball out of high school by Kansas 
City Royals. 


COLLEGIATE STATISTICS 
PASSING 
Year Alt. Cmp. Pet. Yds. TD Int 
1979 -222,«130 58.6 ©1680 10 


9 
1980 224 «116 518 1609 15 (M4 
1981 380 228 595 «28783723. 4 
1982 34) 202 59.2 2251 17 _22 5 
Totals 1167 674 578 8416 79 68 


RUNNING BACKS 


. FIRST-ROUND TALENT 


ERIC DICKERSON Southern Methodist 6-2% 218 D1 Arizona USFL 

Reminds some scouts of Chuck Muncie, right down to the goggles. Not quite as 
physical, but faster, with 4.45 speed. A breakaway threat at all times. Give him 
‘a step and he's gone. Prefers to run around defenders, but when he has to, he 
can lower head and bull for yardage. Only rap is he hasn’t had a chance to 
refine his receiving skills. Broke Earl Campbell's Southwest Conference ca- 
reer rushing record, Had five runs of 60 yards or more in 1982. On THE 
SPORTING NEWS All-America Team 1982. 


‘RUSHING: RECEIVING: 
vB. 


Year At Yds, Avg. TD Rec, Yds. Avg. TI 
77 | 6 35 
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IN THE 1984 DRAFT REVIEW AND teen eee 
1985 PREVIEW YOU'LL GET: | 


A player-by-player analysis of each NFL team's draft and the top rookies in the USFL. 
Preseason scouting reports for the 1985 draft so you can scout along with the scouts 


during the college season. 


EARLY BIRD 


SPECIAL! 
Order by 
January 31, 1984 
~e and SAVE! (Gp. 
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-DAY IN THE NFL 


There is only one day in the pro football year more important than the 
Super Bowl: Draft Day. The day when a team’s fortunes can be inalter- 
ably changed and when Super Bowls are really decided. And now you 
can be as knowledgable as the teams who spend as much as $500,000 
scouting prospects for the draft with THE SPORTING NEWS 1984 Draft 
Guide and the 1984 Draft Review and 1985 Preview. Take a look at how 
we covered these four top college prospects last year. And it won't cost 
you a half-million dollars, just $12.95 if you order now. 


IN THE 1984 = 3 
DRAFT GUIDE |7- GUARDS 
YOU'LL GET: FIRST-ROUND TALENT 


CHRIS HINTON Northwestern 6-4 275 Terr. Chicago USFL 


Scouting reports on more players Made a remarkable transition from tight end and linebacker to offensive 
than any other draft publication. tackle, His final stop might be guard in the pros. Viewed as strictly a great 
physical specimen before the season, he finally found his niche and shot up 
-byv- icti 4 dramatically on scouting lists. Showed a real affinity for pass blocking, and he 
Year by year college Statistics on got lots of practice during his senior season at Northwestern. Good feet, which 
the to’ quarterbacks, runnin should allow him to be a fine pulling guard. Overextends himself too much on 

i i it t, Still not Me f hi If, hi ight be 
j running plays at present, Still not very sure of himself, he mi a year 
backs and FeCelvers. \ away. Has 4.9 speed and intelligence. Tackle on THE SPORTING NEWS All- 


America Team in 1982. 


In-depth coverage of the January 
USFL draft and which USFL 
team holds each draft eligible 
player's rights. 

An insightful look at each NFL 
team’s needs for the draft along 
with a 1983 end-of-season 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


h 
depth chart for each club. FIRST-ROUND TALENT 
Up-to-the-minute reports on WILLIE GAULT Tennessee 6-0 178 Terr. New Jersey USFL 
who's already signed by the One of the real blue-chippers of the draft, a speedster who puts tremendous 
pressure on the defense. A world-class high hurdier with a 4.28 clocking (hon- 
est!) for the 40, Unlike Renaldo Nehemiah, Gault isa football player who runs 
2 ‘ , track, not a track star dabbling in football. Gault’s hands aren't exceptional, 
An alphabetical index of scouting but they're good enough, and he shows inStincts in getting open. Supeisiay 
-to-fi tough. As a bonus, he’s one of the most dangerous kick returners around. Was 
reports for easy to find a member of 1980 Olympic team that boycotted the Games. 


reference. 
COLLEGIATE STATISTICS 

—PASS RECEIVING — ——PUNT RETURNS— ~KICKOFF RETURNS— 

eC. Yds, Avg . vi TD No. Yds. Avg. TD 
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ARLY BIRD SPECIAL 


Yes! Please reserve my copies of the 1984 Draft Guide 
and 1984 Draft Review and 1985 Preview at the special 
early bird price of $12.95. That’s a $3.00 savings off the 
regular price and there’s no need to send money now. Bill 
me when the Draft Guide is shipped in April 1984. 
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Return to: The Sporting News 


P.0. Box 44 @ St. Louis, MO 63166 Asza 
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Ol Iron Mike 
Is a Master 


PITTSBURGH—Mike Webster started his pro career with a 
startling slice of reality. A computerized scouting report said 
he was 30 pounds too light to play in the NFL. The Pittsburgh 
Steelers drafted him in the fifth round in 1974, however, and his 
play at center has become state of the art. 

Ten years after coming out of Wisconsin with the too-small 
label, he is considered a master at his posi- 
tion, a 250-pound technician who makes every 
play a clinic. His peers selected him to the 
Pro Bowl for the sixth straight year, although 
Miami’s Dwight Stephenson nudged him out 
for the starting job on the AFC squad. 

“To continue to do well after 10 years is a 
challenge,” Webster said. “To see if I can make the Pro Bowl 
and can stay on our team are challenges. You can’t go out 
there and relax and think you've got nothing to prove. I got 
paid last week. This week, I have to earn the money again.” 

This year, Webster has played through injuries that would 
have sidelined most players. Of course, Webster didn’t get the 
name Iron Mike because he spent his days in the training 
room. Since joining the team in 1974, Webster has played in 161 
straight games. He hasn’t missed a start since becoming a reg- 
ular in 1977. 

In late November, a virus infection in his upper back caused 
swelling in his neck and muscles in his shoulder locked. He was 
hospitalized, but got out the morning of the Steelers’ game with 
Minnesota. 

Coach Chuck Noll was set to start Emil Boures, a second- 
year lineman, until he saw Webster on the sideline. Noll asked 
if Webster could play. He didn’t miss a down despite persistent 
pain in his neck. 

Four days later, the Steelers played at Detroit on Thanksgiv- 
ing. Webster’s neck still ached and he was weakened by flu 
that had hit several members of the offensive line. In pregame 
warmups, Webster pulled a muscle in his lower back. 

Once again, he played and didn’t miss a down. 

“You get to expect the extraordinary things he does as the 
ordinary,” Noll’said. “He’s an extraordinary talent.” 

Webster fights off such praise as deftly as he blocks defen- 
sive linemen. Each opponent he plays he labels an All-Pro. 
When he discusses his ability, he talks in common terms. 

“Some of the false lies are how legends are built and are only 
done to build images,” Webster said. “I’m paid to play if I can. 
That's what my profession is. You have six months to rest, but 
if you have the opportunity to play, you play.” 

Cincinnati nose tackle Jerry Boyarsky said there is a certain 
fear most NFL nose men feel when they play against Webster. 
It’s the fear of embarrassment. Because of Webster’s textbook 
technique,. they can find themselves being pushed 10 yards 
downfield on every play. 

Cleveland nose tackle Bob Golic is not only amazed by Web- 
ster’s ability, but he is stunned by his humility. In a midseason 
44-17 loss to the Steelers, Golic prepared the whole week to get 
fire into his attack. “I was really psyched,” Golic said. When he 
saw Webster's bulging muscles falling out of his rolled-up 
sleeves, Golic was more excited. When Webster spoke, though, 
Golic deflated. 

“Hi, Bob, how have you been?” Webster said before grabbing 
the ball. “How's your knee?” “Fine,” Golic replied. “Mike, how 
have you been?” From that point, Golic’s fire turned to ashes, 
and Webster dominated him most of the afternoon. 

“I should have been more forceful,” Golic said. “It just tossed 
all my mental psych out the window.” 

Hearing such talk doesn’t please Webster. “I’m not Super- 
man,” Webster said. “No man here in the locker room is. You 
just go out and play the best you can. We're not heroic.” 

Curtain Calls: Quarterback Terry Bradshaw threw two 
touchdown passes before injurying his right elbow 44 seconds 
into the second quarter of a 34-7 win over the New York Jets. 
He was hoping to be ready for the playoffs. Just to make sure, 
he agreed to let a myna bird named Rajah perch on his fore- 
arm. Rajah’s owner, Collin Kerr, claimed the bird had a 2,003- 
78-1 record in curing ailing athletes who let him sit on their 


Ten years after coming 
out of college with a 
“too-small”’ label, 
Steelers center Mike 
Webster is considered 
a master at his posi- 
tion. 


arms. One day after the treatment, Bradshaw said, “I think the 
bird gave me a cold.” . . . Safety Donnie Shell, who alternates 
with veteran safety Ron Johnson, did not make the AFC Pro 
Bow! squad for the first time in six years. Kicker Gary Ander- 
son made it for the first time and linebacker Jack Lambert 


made it for the ninth straight year. 
JOHN CLAYTON 


Cornerback Brown 


Es Learns Hard Way 


HOUSTON—Since the Houston Oilers were in the process of 
rebuilding their secondary, cornerback Steve Brown, a third- 
round draft choice from Oregon, was force-fed into the starting 
lineup. 

In the first game of the season, he was beaten deep by James 
Lofton, Green Bay’s All-Pro receiver. At one point, Brown was 
benched, but then he worked his way back into the starting 
lineup. 

“This whole season’s been a learning experience for me,” he 
says. “My performance has been sporadic. At times, my con- 
centration’s been excellent, and at other times, it’s been incon- 
sistent. I’ve developed like our defense has developed. It’s 
taken some time, but we're all improving.” 

Like most rookies, Brown has been forced to learn the hard 
way. 

“I hate to have to learn by my mistakes, but that’s part of 
growing up,” he says. “I hate to make mistakes. It’s tough to put 
them behind you and forget about them, but it’s a requirement 
if you want to be the best.” 

Although Brown has made his share of mistakes at corner- 
back, he has been one of the best kickoff returners in the 
league. Through 15 games, he averaged 26.3 yards, second in 
the league. He returned one 93 yards for a touchdown in the 
Oilers’ 34-27 victory over the Cleveland Browns. 

Despite his success on runbacks, Brown prefers to talk about 
cornerback, a position the Houston coaches believe he should 
occupy for several years. 

“At the beginning of the season, I don’t know if I really 
doubted myself, but I was confused,” he said. “I didn’t really 
know what to do or how to do it. There was just so much to 
learn. I didn’t know what was expected of me.” 

After he returned to the lineup, Brown’s performance im- 
proved. 

“For five or six games, I didn’t have a pass thrown in my 
area,” he said. “Then quarterbacks started throwing at me. 

“At one point, I think I gave the receivers too much respect. 
It got to the point where I wasn’t playing them the way I should 
have. I still respect them, but I don’t let it affect my play.” 

Gushers: After the Oilers’ last home game, Earl Campbell 
said he thought it was his last appearance in the Astrodome. He 
has asked to be traded, and management is willing to listen to 
offers... . Forget that CBS Radio report of a three-way deal 
involving Houston, New Orleans and Philadelphia. The report 
said the Oilers would trade Campbell to New Orleans, which 
would trade George Rogers to Philadelphia, which would send 
its No. 1 draft pick to Houston. The Oilers will be in the Super 
Bowl before they trade Campbell to Bum Phillips, now coach- 
ing the Saints. 


JOHN McCLAIN 


Bengal Veterans 
Planning Exodus 


CINCINNATI—The Cincinnati Bengals held Ken Riley Day 
ceremonies as the 15th-year cornerback announced his retire- 
ment December 11. And while there were no such proclama- 
tions, that may have been the final home game for three or 
four other veteran Bengals. 

Eight Cincinnati players will become free agents February 1, 
and it would be no surprise if half of them or more departed for 
the United States Football League. 

Veterans Jim LeClair, Glenn Cameron, Dave Lapham and 
Archie Griffin are expected to be leaving. Tom Dinkel and 
Bryan Hicks are talking with the USFL. Isaac Curtis and Gary 
Burley probably will wind up staying in Cincinnati. 

Tight end Dan Ross also will be leaving. He signed last 
spring to join the New Orleans Breakers of the USFL for $1.5 
million over three years. For Some of the departing free 
agents, the move will be strictly for financial reasons. For 
others, it will be a matter of simply wanting out. 

“If I can find an offer even with what they’re offering here, 
I'm gone,” said Dinkel, a sixth-year linebacker. “I’ve seen what 
poor management can do to a team. This is a classic example.” 

Lapham, a 10th-year guard, was talking seriously with the 
USFL’s New Jersey Generals. “I can’t see anything else hap- 
pening, to be honest with you,” he said. The Bengals are offer- 
ing him the minimum 10 percent raise while the Generals’ 
Offer is believed to be for $200,000 to $250,000 a year. 

Cameron, the leading tackler on the No. 1 defense in- the 
league, is negotiating with three USFL teams, including the 


Tampa Bay Bandits. He has been accepted at the University of 
Florida law school and said he will pursue that course if he 
doesn’t sign with the USFL. 

Fellow inside linebacker LeClair also wants out, saying he 
probably will retire unless he signs with the USFL or is traded 
to another NFL team. “I'm going to pursue the USFL right 
now,” he said. He said he won’t return unless the Bengals pay 
him what he believes he is worth. 

Griffin won't say what his plans are, but teammates think he 
will be gone. “I’m not going to say yet. It really depends on how 
things go with the Bengals,” said Griffin, who has spent the 
year on injured reserve and has had a diminished role in re- 
cent years. The Bengals then said Griffin would not be offered 
a 1984 contract. 

Hicks’ agent, Steve Novak, has been talking with the USFL’s 
Jacksonville Bulls, but said there were signs of progress in his 
negotiations with the Bengals. “It looks like we might work 
something out,” he said. Hicks, a free safety, has been on in- 
jured reserve all year. 

Curtis and Burley said they would not get involved in nego- 
tiations until the off-season. 

Bengal Bites: Riley, who is fourth on the all-time NFL inter- 
ception list with 63, was presented gifts from teammates and 


the club at his retirement ceremony. 
MIKE DODD 


I~ 


\ If Sipe Leaves, 
aL Will Sam Care? 


CLEVELAND—Was Brian Sipe trying to say that the final 
week of the season would be his last with the Cleveland 
Browns? 

Asked to assess the Browns’ playoff chances after their 34-27 
loss to Houston, a somber Sipe said, “Sure, sure. We blew it. But 
the important thing is how we handle it. I'm going to try like 
hell to make the next six days the best of my career and next 
Sunday the highlight.” 

Had Sipe let a secret slip out? Or was he merely trying to put 
the best light on his team’s predicament? The Browns neededa 
victory over Pittsburgh in the season finale to have a chance at 
making the playoffs. 

There has been considerable speculation that Sipe, who is 
eligible to become a free agent February 1, already has agreed 
to play for the United States Football League’s New Jersey 
Generals next year. In the week before the Houston game, a 
nationally circulated betting publication stated that Sipe had 
signed with the Generals and that the announcement would be 
made a week after the conclusion of the Browns’ season. 

Moments after Sipe had made his “next six days” remark in 
the visitors’ locker room at the “Astrodome, he covered his 
tracks. Asked whether he would continue his career in Cleve- 
land, he replied, “I've told all of you before that I have nothing 
to say about my contract.” 

Coach Sam Rutigliano also refused to comment on Sipe’s 
future. “That’s something Brian will have to decide,” Rutig- 
liano said. “I don’t think this is the time to talk about it. Brian 
and I both agreed since the Green Bay game (November 6) 
that football is the only thing we're going to talk about.” 

Sipe visited Donald Trump, owner of the Generals, in New 
York on the Tuesday before the Green Bay game, in which the 
Browns were devastated. 

Hoping to put an end to the torrent of rumors, Sipe and Ru- 
tigliano then met to discuss the situation. Although they kissed 
and made up for the public, it is believed that Sipe’s trip to New 
York destroyed his once-strong relationship with Rutigliano. 
Throughout Rutigliano’s six-year tenure as the Browns’ coach, 
any player who has been the least bit disloyal has eventually 
been traded or released. 

Sipe’s flirtation with the USFL was not the only factor in his 
late-season slump. He had a sore arm and was forced to rest it 
during the week. It is highly unlikely that Rutigliano would 
conduct practices that way next year. 

As a result, it is believed that Paul McDonald will be the 
Browns’ No. 1 quarterback in 1984 and that if the club makes 
an effort to sign Sipe, it will be on a “take-it-or-leave-it” basis. 

In November, McDonald agreed in principle to a contract 
that would keep him in Cleveland through 1984. A week later, 
he balked at signing the agreement when the Los Angeles 
Raiders gave Marc Wilson a five-year, $4-million contract. With 
Sipe apparently out of the Browns’ plans, it is believed that 
McDonald soon will formalize his agreement with the club. 

Rutigliano reaffirmed his faith in McDonald before the loss 
to the Oilers. Asked whether the Browns would be interested in 
pursuing Washington’s Joe Theismann, who is eligible to be- 
come a free agent February 1, Rutigliano side-stepped the 
question, saying, “We think Paul McDonald can become that 
kind of quarterback.” 

Brownie Points: The Browns tried to reactivate safety Jud- 
son Flint, who had been dn the injured reserve list with a bro- 
ken ankle, but Flint was claimed on procedural-recall waivers 
by Buffalo. . . . Offensive tackle Doug Dieken, winner of this 
year’s Byron (Whizzer) White Humanitarian Award, presented 
by the NFL, was named the Browns’ Man of the Year for the 
third year in a row and the fifth time in the last six. 

ED MEYER 
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Marcus Seeks 
Heavier Duty 


LOS ANGELES—The jokes about Southern California tail- 
backs began with Coach John McKay, then continued under 
John Robinson. 

Since the Trojan tailbacks were carrying the ball 35 to 40 
times a game, it was naturally the subject of questioning. Both 
coaches answered with humor, noting there was no reason for 
the backs not to carry it often. 

“Why not? The ball’s not heavy,” was one 
rejoinder. “Is the union complaining he’s 
overworked?” went another. 

Well, Marcus Allen, two years removed 
from that 35-carry-a-game pace at USC, was 
feeling underworked as a member of the Los 
Angeles Raiders, so he asked for more work. 

“J talked to Mr. (Al) Davis a while back,” said Allen. “I ex- 
pressed my need, or want, for the ball, whatever you'd call it.” 

Did Davis offer to intervene with Coach Tom Flores? 

“His explanation was that he wants me around awhile, not 
beat up,” said Alien. 

Was there further elaboration? 

“He (Davis) doesn’t say much,” said the Raider tailback. “He 
just smiles.” 

Allen’s request for more work stemmed from a season-long 
feeling that he gets better with additional carries, that toting 
the ball just 18 times a game didn't let him get properly into the 
tempo of the game. 

“J still believe the more you get the ball, the better you get,” 
said Allen. “When you get in a groove, regardless of what’s up 
there, you can do some things and create some yards. You can 
make some things happen.” 

Allen made a lot of things happen a year ago when he burst 
into the Raider offense as the key spark, breaking off a number 
of long runs, including a 53-yarder. He scored 14 touchdowns 
and was the first rookie to lead the league in scoring since 1965 
and the first non-kicker to lead in points scored since 1975. 

He was the only rookie to start in the Pro Bowl and was the 
NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year. 

This year, the publicity has been spread around among the 
AFC West champions, although Allen has been steady as a 
triple-threat man, running, receiving and passing (three of his 
four completions on the halfback option have gone for touch- 
downs). 

With one regular-season game left, he was third among AFC 
backs in combined rushing-receiving yards, trailing only Curt 
Warner and Joe Cribbs. 

But he was still carrying the ball only 18 times a week. He 
was just 52 yards shy of a 1,000-yard season going into the last 
regular-season game. 

“T told him (Davis) I wasn't just asking for me,” said Allen. “I 
feel I can help out a lot and make it easier for the team.” 

Allen’s role in the Raider offense was the subject of shallow 
analysis much of the season. After his spectacular rookie sea- 
son (697 yards rushing, 401 receiving in nine games), much was 
expected. 

When his rushing average dropped from 4.4 yards per carry 


Tie-Breaker for 


ST. LOUIS—For years, followers of the National Football 
League have had to deal with a yearly dose of tie-breakers 
in order to determine the league’s playoff teams. Now, fans 
can rest easy knowing there are also tie-breakers for Pro 
Bow! participants. 

Voting by the league’s coaches and players produced a tie 
for the reserve defensive end spot in the NFC between De- 
troit’s William Gay and San Francisco’s Fred Dean. The 
first tie-breaker is first-place votes, which was tied. The sec- 
ond tie-breaker is the team’s record and No. 3 is points 
allowed by the team, used in this case because the tied 
players play defense. 

Detroit's win over Tampa Bay December 18 not only 
clinched the NFC Central Division for the Lions but gave 
the Lions a 9-7 record. That meant the 49ers had to beat 
Dallas this past Monday to clinch a spot for Dean in the Pro 
Bowl. A San Francisco loss would leave the 49ers at 9-7. The 
Lions entered the final week having allowed 10 points less 
than the 49ers. : 

And going to Honolulu for the January 29 game means 
more than prestige. Each player on the winning team earns 
$10,000 while losers receive $5,000. Washington and the 
Raiders each had seven representatives, followed by Miami 
with six and Dallas with five. The Vikings are the only NFL 
team without a Pro Bowl participant. . 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
OFFENSE—Wide receivers—Carlos Carson, Kansas City; Cris Collins- 
worth, Cincinnati; Wes Chandler, San Diego; Mark Duper, Miami. Tack- 
les—Anthony Munoz, Cincinnati; Marvin Powell, New York; Brian Hol- 


(as a rookie) to 3.8 this year, the questions concerned his effec- 
tiveness. Was he having on off year? 

A quick look showed the Raider offense was gaining more 
yards rushing—with fullbacks Frank Hawkins and Kenny King 
the beneficiaries of defensive plans to stop Allen. And the pass- 
ing offense, with shortened patterns to Allen (63 receptions) 
and Todd Christensen was more effective than previously. 

Pride and Poise Noise: Seven Raiders were named to the 
Pro Bowl squad, the most among AFC teams. But four times 
previously the Raiders had more All-Stars: nine following the 
1972 and '73 seasons, eight following the '69 and '76 seasons. 
They also had seven selectees in '75. . . . The Raiders’ starting 
Pro Bowlers include three first-time selections—defensive end 
Howie Long, linebacker Rod Martin and tight end Christensen. 
Corner Lester Hayes is the fourth Raider starter and will ap- 
pear in his fourth Pro Bowl. Reserve free safety Vann McElroy 
made the squad in his second NFL season, while kick returner 
Greg Pruitt and linebacker Ted Hendricks have made previous 
appearances. 

BOB COX 


New Wave Broncos 
Give Team Effort 


DENVER—Back in 1979, when the Denver Broncos last qual- 
ified for the NFL playoffs, everyone knew where the Broncos 
were coming from. They were Randy Gradishar and Billy 
Thompson and Tom Jackson and Louie Wright and Bob Swen- 
son and Craig Morton and Haven Moses and Rick Upchurch 
and they were mostly coming from Joe Collier’s graduate 
school of defense. 

The New Wave Broncos of '83 are coming from out of no- 
where. 

Key figures in the playoff story are third-string quarterback 
Gary Kubiak, who produced a critical victory over Seattle 
when fellow rookie John Elway was down with the flu; rookie 
receiver Clint Sampson, who caught two touchdown bombs in 
the pivotal triumph over Cleveland; cornerback Steve Wilson, 
the much maligned converted wide receiver by way of Dallas 
who had three interceptions in that same game, and free-agent 
running back Jesse Myles, who scored one of the three fourth- 
quarter touchdowns in Denver's 21-19 come-from-behind vic- 
tory over Baltimore that clinched the playoff spot. 

The Broncos are not a dominant defensive team, not a domi- 
nant offensive team. Until that win against Baltimore, in fact, 
they hardly could be called a team at all. Real teams don’t win 
with three different quarterbacks (two of them rookies), with- 
out an established running back, without an experienced tight 
end, and with more than 30 players doing extensive time (92- 
man games missed) in the whirlpool. 

“T'll tell you what,” said Coach Dan Reeves, “for a team to 
come through all the adversity we've been through and make it 
to the playoffs is just amazing. I can’t say enough about their 
courage.” 

That courage was never more evident than in the Baltimore 
game. The Broncos, down 19-0 with less than 12 minutes to 
play, rallied behind the passing of Elway. 

“It was the greatest team effort I've ever been around,” 
Reeves said. And it was an important lesson for both the coach 


Pro Bowl Spot 


loway, New England. Guards—John Hannah, New England; Chris 
Hinton, Baltimore; Ed Newman, Miami. Centers—Dwight Stephenson, 
Miami; Mike Webster, Pittsburgh. Tight Ends—Todd Christensen, Los 
Angeles; Kellen Winslow, San Diego. Quarterbacks—Dan Marino, Miami; 
Dan Fouts, San Diego. Running backs—Earl Campbell, Houston; Curt 
Warner, Seattle; Tony Collins, New England; Joe Cribbs, Buffalo. 

DEFENSE—Ends—Doug Betters, Miami; Howie Long, Los Angeles; 
Mark Gastineau, New York. Tackles—Bob Baumhower, Miami; Fred 
Smerlas, Buffalo; Joe Klecko, New York. Outside linebackers—Chip 
Banks, Cleveland; Rod Martin, Los Angeles; Ted Hendricks, Los Angeles. 
Middle linebackers—Jack Lambert, Pittsburgh; Randy Gradishar, Den- 
ver. Cornerbacks—Gary Green, Kansas City; Lester Hayes, Los Angeles; 
Louis Wright, Denver. Safeties—Deron Cherry, Kansas City; Kenny Eas- 
ley, Seattle; Vann McElroy, Los Angeles. 

SPECIALISTS—Punter—Rich Camarillo, New England. Placekicker— 
Gary Anderson, Pittsburgh. Kick returner—Greg Pruitt, Los Angeles. 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


OFFENSE—Wide receivers—James Lofton, Green Bay; Mike Quick, 
Philadelphia; Roy Green, St. Louis; Charlie Brown, Washington. Tackles 
—Mike Kenn, Atlanta; Joe Jacoby, Washington; Jackie Slater, Los An- 
geles. Guards—Kent Hill, Los Angeles; Russ Grimm, Washington; R.C_ 
Thielemann, Atlanta. Centers—Jeff Bostic, Washington; Larry McCarren, 
Green Bay. Tight Ends—Paul Coffman, Green Bay; Doug Cosbie, Dallas. 
Quarterbacks—Joe Theismann, Washington; Joe Montana, San Francis- 
co. Running backs—Eric Dickerson, Los Angeles; William Andrews, At- 
lanta; Walter Payton, Chicago; Tony Dorsett, Dallas. 

DEFENSE—Ends—Lee Roy Selmon, Tampa Bay; Ed (Too Tail) Jones, 
Dallas; Fred Dean, San Francisco or William Gay, Detroit. Tackles— 
Doug English, Detroit; Randy White, Dallas; Dave Butz, Washington. Out- 
side linebackers—Lawrence Taylor, New York; Hugh Green, Tampa 
Bay, Rickey Jackson, New Orleans. Middle linebackers—Mike Single- 
tary, Chicago; Harry Carson, New York. Cornerbacks—Ronnie Lott, San 
Francisco; Everson Walls, Dallas; Mark Haynes, New York. Safeties— 
Mark Murphy, Washington; Nolan Cromwell, Los Angeles; Dwight Hicks, 
San Francisco. 

SPECIALISTS—Punter—Car! Birdsong, St. Louis. Placekicker—Ali 
Haji-Sheikh, New York. Kick returner—Billy (White Shoes) Johnson. 


and Elway after their spat in San Diego a few weeks earlier. 
They both learned to stay in control of their emotions, despite 
the frustration of the first three periods. 

“Yes,” said Reeves, “I think we both learned something. 
More importantly, what this does for the team is that as far as 
the players are concerned, we will never be out of a football 
game again.” 

That could be especially important in the playoffs. “We all 
know—especially the veterans that have been here awhile,” 
said Old Wave linebacker Tom Jackson, “that once you get to 
the playoffs, anything can happen. At least, you'd like to be- 
lieve that.” 

Bronco Busters: The Broncos reactivated tight end Riley 
Odoms for the Baltimore game, but he remained out of action. 

.. Former Ohio State coach Woody Hayes was a special guest 
as the Bronco Quarterback Club paid tribute to Gradishar, who 
is retiring. The standout linebacker played for Hayes at Ohio 
State. 

JOSEPH SANCHEZ 


Winslow Remains 
Dynamite Receiver 


SAN DIEGO—Not long ago, following the Los Angeles 
Raiders’ 42-10 thrashing of the San Diego Chargers, L.A. tight 
end Todd Christensen spoke up. 

“I think I’m a renaissance man at my position,” announced 
Christensen, who on that particular evening had caught eight 
passes for 140 yards and three touchdowns. 

Just down the hall in the basement of San Diego Jack 
Murphy Stadium sat Kellen Winslow, long considered not only 
the finest tight end extant, but in some circles perhaps pro 
football’s most gifted player. 

When informed of Christensen’s remarks, the usually lucid 
Winslow refused to comment on the record. All he said was: 
“Did he really say that—renaissance man?” He shook his head. 

Winslow prefers to allow Christensen to discover what Wins- 
low has learned. There once was a time when Winslow was 
allowed to run free in secondaries. But once you acquire a 
reputation, a linebacker is knocking your ears off at the line of 
scrimmage. This is something that Christensen soon will dis- 
cover. 

In all truth, 1983 has not been the greatest of years for Wins- 
low, just as it hasn’t been for the Chargers. Though his numbers 
remain splendid, and bring him closer to becoming the most 
prolific receiver in history, few of his catches in 1983 have been 
memorable. Just as few of the Chargers’ games have been 
memorable. 

“It’s just the way things have gone this year, I guess,” Wins- 
low said earlier. “Sometimes I’m called on to be a dominant 
factor in a game, but not that often so far. The things I’ve done 
this year, I’ve done quietly.” 

But there was one occasion in 1983 when Mr. Christensen 
and the rest of the NFL were reminded of what a remarkabie 
offensive force Winslow can be. It was in San Diego’s 41-38 
victory over Kansas City, and Winslow caught 14 passes for 162 
yards and three touchdowns. And he dropped two passes and 
had a legitimate chance at catching another. 

It came at a point where Winslow needed that kind of day. 
He was down. The week before, Coach Don Coryell sensed it 
and gave the tight end two days off. He should give him more 
vacations. 

“I was down, mentally and physically," Winslow said. “But I 
don’t think there was anything physically wrong with me. I 
didn’t have the oomph .. . the pizzazz. Coach Coryell sensed 
that, and told me to take a couple of days off. You have to 
appreciate a coach who recognizes that and will treat his ath- 
letes that way. It helped me. 

“There are days when you get open and never see a football. 
Then there are times when you’re not open by that much and 
have days like this. When things aren’t going well, people catch 
you when you don’t think they should, and you say: ‘Oh, no, I'm 
in my fifth year, and losing it.’ 

“But I never seriousiy thought I was losing it. You guys know 
I’m too vain to think that. When I finally do lose it, 1 probably 
won't admit it.” 

Lightning Bolts: The Chargers are concerned about the con- 
dition of rookie-cornerback Gill Byrd, who has a bulging disc 
that may require surgery if rest doesn't do the trick. If the 
operation takes place, the career of the No. 1 draft choice may 
be threatened... . To bolster the secondary, San Diego claimed 
cornerback Henry Williams, who had been waived by the 
Rams. 


NICK CANEPA 


Easley Shoulders 
Defensive Blame 


SEATTLE—Kenny Easley, a gifted athlete and an overa- 
chiever throughout his football career, was picked for the Pro 
Bowl in 1982, his second season in the NFL. This year, says the 


(Continued on Page 24, Column 1) 
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Seattle Seahawks’ strong safety, he’s not measuring up. 

“You come to expect certain things from certain people,” 
Easley explained. “From Curt Warner, you expect great runs. 
From Steve Largent, you expect great catches. From Kenny 
Easley, you expect big plays, interceptions, big tackles.” 

Easley, his own worst critic, doesn’t think he’s measured up. 
In a late-season confessional as the Seahawks struggled to land 
a spot in the playoffs, Easley shouldered a big share of the 
blame for the failures of a Seattle defense that was giving up 
yardage at a club-record rate. 

“J’'ve done a horrendous job this year,” Easley said. “If I 
played any worse, I probably would be out of the league. In 
fact, if 1 can play any worse, I deserve to be out of the league.” 
Warming up to the subject he added: 

“T've shamed myself, my teammates and my coaches, When 
I watch films of my play, I want to hide my eyes. Kenny 
Easley has made more mistakes this year than his entire ca- 
reer combined, high school, college or pro. I've cost our team a 
lot of touchdowns and big plays. I've hurt my team a lot.” 

Easley’s critical appraisal is the product of a season of pain 
and frustration. While he’s missed only one game, Easley has 
suffered a series of injuries that have seriously curtailed his 
practice time. By his own count, he had worked out only eight 
days in the first 14 weeks of the season but still played every 
Sunday except one. 

It’s bad enough to, miss practice time but even more deadly 
with a new coaching staff trying to install a new and more 
complex pass defense. Seattle’s pass defense, considered a 
strength of the team going into the season, has led the NFL in 
touchdowns allowed—32, with one game to go. 

Coach Chuck Knox installed a 3-4 defense in place of the 4-3 
that Jack Patera had used and the transition has not been easy. 
While the Seahawks have improved their play against the run, 
they've allowed 90 yards a game more passing. 

“Tf we're giving up an extra 90 yards a game I'll take the 
blame for 89 of it,” said Easley. “A lotta bombs, a lotta touch- 
downs have been my fault.” 

In the new defense, the Seahawks blitz more and leave more 
pass defenders in man-to-man coverage. 

“The 3-4 calls for you to be in a certain area and hang in 
there. But I’ve gambled when I shouldn’t have,” Easley said. 
“J've misread keys on tight ends—I thought they were down 
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blocking, but instead they’re wide open.” 

The perplexing part of the Seahawk defensive woes is that 
the heavy emphasis in Seattle draft picks in the eight seasons 
of the franchise has been on building a solid defense. In addi- 
tion to Easley, the first-round choice in 1981, the Seattle defense 
includes first-rounders Jacob Green, Jeff Bryant, Keith Simp- 
son, Manu Tuiasosopo and Dave Brown and second-round picks 
Bruce Scholtz, Keith Butler and Joe Norman. 

This season, Simpson and Tuiasosoposhave been replaced as 
starters by free agents Joe Nash and Kerry Justin. 

Seahawk Talk: Seattle players and their wives have been 
making a series of public appearances in retail stores through- 
out the area during the holiday season to promote a cookbook 
featuring their pictures and recipes. Proceeds go to the Ronald 
MeDonald House. ... Defensive end Green set a club record of 
13 sacks when he got one against the Giants. . . . Seahawk 
special teams led the NFL in kickoff and punt coverage. .. . 
Seattle’s offense has been the most productive in team history 
with 47 touchdowns and 379 points scored. 

BILL KNIGHT 


Stephone Paige 
A Free-Agent Gem 


KANSAS CITY—Millions of dollars and man hours are spent 
on scouting and evaluating talent, but every year standout play- 
ers slip through the cracks of the NFL draft. The Kansas City 
Chiefs found one in Stephone Paige, a wide receiver from Fres- 
no State, and it’s hard to believe he was missed. 

Going into the final week, the free agent find had 27 catches 
for 454 yards and five touchdowns—and he didn’t even play the 
first four games of the season. Only first-round choice Willie 
Gault of Chicago and Detroit free agent Jeff Chadwick had 
better numbers among rookie receivers. 

“Stephone is something,” said Coach John Mackovic, who 


—AFC East 
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This bunch of overachievers has survived crippling injuries 
to their best players (Steve Grogan, Pete Brock, Ken Sims, 
Steve Nelson) and the loss of an All-Pro cornerback (Michael 
Haynes) and two other starters (offensive tackle Shelby Jordan 
and tight end Don Hasselbeck) in contract disputes. 

In many cities, such a group would be hailed for all it has 
done. But not in New England. 

“Nobody has given us a shot all year,” Blackmon said. “It’s 
mainly been here, in the locker room, where the belief has 
been. 

“That’s why now when we win we like to keep it for our- 
selves. That's just the way it is.” 

Pats Patter: Tony Collins became only the third Patriot run- 
ning back in club history to gain 1,000 yards in a season when 


» he pushed his total to 1,001 by gaining 42 yards against the 


Rams. Jim Nance did it twice, in 1966 (1,458) and 1967 (1,216) 
and Sam Cunningham managed 1,015 yards in 1977... . Wide 
receiver Stanley Morgan broke the single-season club record 
for receptions when he caught six passes to give him 54 for the 
year. That broke Reggie Rucker’s mark of 53, which he set in 
1973. . .. After rushing for 128 yards against the New Orleans 
Saints—the first 100-yard game of his six-year pro career— 
Mosi Tatupu followed it up with three touchdowns against the 
Rams. Those three rushing TDs in one game tied the club rec- 
ord held by Collins and Cunningham. 
RON BORGES 


Marino Named 
Pro Bowl Starter 


MIAMI—Dan Marino almost managed to take the news in 
stride, as he has everything else that has happened in his 
whirlwind rookie season with the Miami Dolphins. Almost, but 
not quite. 

When someone congratulated him on becoming the first 
rookie quarterback in history to be named the starter for the 
Pro Bowl, Marino grinned broadly and dropped the facade. He 
became, for a moment, what he is—a 22-year-old kid who just 
realized the football world is at his feet. 

“This is wild, isn’t it?” Marino said. “I mean, it’s what you 
work for your whole life, and then when it happens it’s just a 
great, great feeling. The Pro Bowl. Man!” 

Marino was one of six Dolphins named to the team. His fa- 
vorite receiver, Mark Duper—a totally unknown quantity until 
he burst on the scene in the season’s sixth game—made it as a 
backup wide receiver. Guard Ed Newman also was named a 
backup, and defensive end Doug Betters, nose tackle Bob 
Baumhower and center Dwight Stephenson all will start. Line- 
backer A.J. Duhe, kick returner Fulton Walker and guard Bob 
Kuechenberg were named first alternates. 

Marino's selection came as no surprise to anyone who had 
watched him lead the Dolphins to a 7-2 record since taking 
over as starter from David Woodley in the sixth game. Marino 


breaks into an ear-to-ear grin when Paige's name comes up. 
“It’s just not his ability, but how he goes about the game. He is 2 
determined young man.” 

Mackovic has been so impressed by Paige that he has 
worked hard to get him the ball. In the 14th week, Paige caught 
five passes for 84 yards and two touchdowns. 

Al Fresno State, Paige played in the shadows of Henry El- 
lard, who was a second-round draft choice of the Los Angeles 
Rams. The knock against Paige in the draft was fis speed, 
supposedly just 4,6 seconds in the 40-yard dash, He signed as a 
free agent with Kansas City because his favorite player as a 
child was Chiefs great Otis Taylor. 

“The 40 is a limited test of ability,” Mackovic said, referring 
to Paige’s supposed lack of speed. “All I knew was, every time I 
looked up (in training camp) Stephone was blowing by some- 
body. I mean, every single route, no matter who the defender. 

“To see a person blowing by defenders is one thing. To see 
him catching the ball once he gets behind them . . . well, you 
know you've got something.” 

The Chiefs say Paige has “functional speed,” or exceptional 
speed off the line of scrimmage, with a great burst over the 
first 15 yards. 

Chiefs cornerback Gary Green, a seven-year veteran, just 
shakes his head when he talks about Paige. “He’s the best play- 
er I've seen come through here,” said Green, “Free agent, 
draft pick, anybody. He is something. In a foot race against 
guys like Carlos Carson and Anthony Hancock, I think Ste- 
phone would be right there. He has deceiving speed.” 

Paige is a bouncy, smiling sort who just seems happy to be in 
the NFL and out of the shadows. In fact, all season the Chiefs 
and reporters were spelling his first name without the “e” on 
the end. Paige waited almost three months before he said any- 
thing. “It wasn’t any big deal,” Paige said. 

Chiefs Chatter: Three Chiefs were named to starting berths 
in the Pro Bowl. The big surprise was free safety Deron Cher- 
ry, who replaced Pro Bowler Gary Barbaro, who was a holdout 
this year and then signed with the USFL. Also named to the 
AFC squad were cornerback Green and wide receiver Carson. 

BOB GRETZ 


entered the season’s final week as the top-rated quarterback in 
the AFC, but a knee sprain he suffered against Houston in the 
14th week kept him out of the last two games and prevented 
him from breaking Bob Griese’s single-season touchdown-pass 
record of 22. Marino threw 20 TD passes. 

Had Marino been able to play the last two regular-season 
games, he also would have broken Woodley’s club record for 
completions (191) set in 1981. He fell just 18 short with 173, His 
2,210 yards passing put him just 263 yards short of Griese’s 
single-season mark. His interception percentage of 2.0 (Six in- 
terceptions in 296 attempts) is a Dolphin record. 

“Anyone who thought at the beginning of the season that 
we'd be congratulating Marino and Duper on the Pro Bowl 
would have been accused of some pretty far out thinking,” 
Dolphin Coach Don Shula said. “But that’s the way it's turned 
out. I couldn't be happier for these guys. Coming on the way 
they did is really something special. 

“Dan has just done a tremendous job for us. He’s everything 
we'd hoped he’d be—and a lot more.” 

There was plenty of celebrating on The Hill, the Oakiand 
district of Pittsburgh where Marino grew up. No thoughts about 
the records that might have been, just joy over what Marino 
had accomplished. 

“Everybody is so happy for Danny,” said Marino's father, 
Dan Sr. “He was.a little down when he hurt his knee at Hous- 
ton, but I told him, ‘Hey, just think about how fortunate you are. 
It could have happened in preseason and then you never would 
have gotten a chance.'” 

Marino took advantage of every chance he got, and in the 
process he shattered the conventional wisdom about the 
amount of time it takes a rookie to achieve success in the NFL. 
The only blemish on the storybook season was the knee sprain, 
and Marino was moving well just before the season finale 
against the Jets. 

“There's no way I'm going to miss the playoffs,” Marino said. 
“The knee is feeling real good now, and I'll have plenty of time 
to get it back 100 percent before the first playoff game. 

“Things have gone real well for me. Better than I could have 
expected. The Pro Bowl is a great honor, and part of what 
makes it so great is that the other guys—Stephenson, Newman 
—they made it too. I know I didn’t do it on my own, and that 
makes it very special.” 

Marino has proved that he is a very special quarterback, a 
player with virtually unlimited horizons to explore. 

Dolphin Flips: Duper was just 65 yards short of Paul War- 
field’s 1971 club record of 996 receiving yards going into the 
season finale. “I will break it,” Duper said, and he did—by six 
yards, ... Shula, while happy the Dolphins landed the most Pro 
Bow! berths in 10 years, was slightiy disappointed that outside 
linebacker Bob Brudzinski was not recognized. Brudzinski led 
the Dolphins in tackles, and most teams ran away from his 
side. 

Woodley said he has had no talks with the Dolphins about his 
contract, which expires after this season, “It’s not unusual not 
to be talking now,” Woodley said, adding that he expects the 
Dolphins to try to sign him and trade him te keep him from 
going to the USFL. 

LARRY DORMAN 
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Butz a Terror, 
Runners Agree 


WASHINGTON—Defensive tackle Dave Butz of the Washing- 
ton Redskins had a hand in sacking Dallas quarterback Danny 
White three times. On one occasion, he’d gripped White’s 
ankles and shook hard, but White managed to stay upright just 
long enough to throw a first-half touchdown pass. 

No matter. The Redskins won, 31-10, at Texas Stadium on 
December 11 to leap over the Cowboys to first 
place at 13-2. Washington needed only a vic- 
tory over the New York Giants on December 
17 to clinch the division title and home-field 

(e) advantage. The 21-point loss matched the 
——~a Cowboys’ worst loss ever at Texas Stadium. 
And Butz, an 11th-year veteran, had won a 
heap of praise. Butz now had a team-high 1114 quarterback 
sacks, a number large enough to satisfy a large man: 6-7, 295 
pounds. 

“They ought to sell him for the Pro Bowl,” said Redskin 
defensive end Tony McGee. And Coach Joe Gibbs added, 
“Every time I looked up, Dave was there.” 

The Redskins rank as the league's best defense against the 
run (80.7 yards per game). Largely, this is because of Butz, now 
33 years old. Dallas ran for 33 yards (net) on 20 carries in the 
game, the lowest rush output in the Cowboys’ 23-year team 
history. 

After clunking for 34 yards on 14 carries in the game, Cow- 
boy running back Tony Dorsett mumbled solemnly, “Butz was 
all over me.” 

Funny thing about Dave Butz. Quarterbacks and running 
backs can’t elude him. But the Pro Bowl can. At least until this 
year. 

“Sure I’d like to make the Pro Bowl. It would mean a lot,” 
said Butz, before being named to his first Pro Bow! recently. 
“But he added, “I can’t be worried about individual things. I’d 
rather win.” 

The Pro Bowl lineup is selected by NFL players. Quite likely, 
Butz will earn the votes of some of the league’s best running 
backs, who produced these sickly numbers against the Red- 
skins this season; the Los Angeles Rams’ Eric Dickerson (12 
carries for 37 yards), Seattle’s Curt Warner (15-for-34), St. Louis’ 
Ottis Anderson (17-for-60) and Dorsett (14-for-34). 

“There haye been a lot of other games in my career where I 
put in the same effort (as against Dallas.) I just didn’t get no- 
ticed, I guess,” said Butz, the former Purdue standout who 
came to the Redskins as a free agent from St. Louis in 1975. As 
compensation, the Redskins gave up two first-round draft picks 
and one second-round pick. 

Prior to this season, Butz had accumulated 28 quarterback 
sacks over. the past seven years, with a personal high of six in 
1980. For the mosi part, he’d been sacking running backs. 

This season, though, Butz has reached a new, higher level of 
productivity. Besides the 1114 sacks, he’s forced a team-high 
five fumbles. 

After Butz had defused Dallas, Washington defensive end 
Dexter Manley said simply, “Butz was awesome.” 

Redskin Rapping: With one week left in the regular season, 
the Redskins had a plus-43 turnover rate, twice as silky as any 
other team in the NFL. Also, their 14 turnovers in 15 games 
gave them a chance to become the first NFL team in history to 
average less than one turnover per game during the regular 
season. 

Running back John Riggins ran for two short touchdowns 
against Dallas, giving him 23 touchdowns (all rushing) for the 
season. This tied the league record set by Buffalo’s O.J. Simp- 
son for touchdowns (of any kind) scored in a season. With 1,225 
yards, Riggins had topped his own season high and the club 
record (1,216) set by Larry Brown in 1972... . Manley, who’d 
been slumping before playing with fierceness against Dallas, 
shaved off his Mohawk haircut before the December 4 game, 
saying, “Mr. D. is dead. The old Dexter is back.” 

GARY POMERANTZ 


Pro Bow! Berth 
={_. Caps Quick’s Rise 


PHILADELPHIA—It was, as the newspaper story predicted, 
“a truly significant day at Camp Swamp Fox.” 

The date was August 22, 1983. The Eagles cut good soldier 
Billy Campfield that day, but that wasn’t the significant thing. 

They also began what turned out to be a not-so-grand experi- 
ment: The shifting of their No. 1 draft choice Michael Haddix— 
and not veteran Perry Harrington—into the starting halfback 
spot to replace the injured Wilbert Montgomery. 

That experiment, plus the Eagles’ inability to run, and Mont- 
gomery’s lingering injury, turned a mediocre team into a 5-10 
unit. 

That also was the day Mike Quick became a starter. Four 
months later, he was elected a starting wide receiver in the 


Pro Bowl. In January, Mike Quick is going to Hawaii. 

“Hell, I'd rather be going to the playoffs,” said an otherwise 
happy Quick, 

The numbers that got Quick voted (by players and coaches) 
to the NFC starting team are impressive. Through 15 games, 
he had caught 65 passes for a league-leading 1,325 yards and 12 
touchdowns. It all became Byssible on that “truly significant” 
day in August. 

Harold Carmichael and Ron Smith were the Eagles’ starting 
receivers at the time. Carmichael was untouchable at his posi- 
tion. He had just signed a new contract and he was starting, 
period. 

Then there was Smith. He was a legitimate speed threat, but 
he also had a penchant for not hanging on to the ball. He also 
was a tad individualistic—which is a mortal sin in the corpo- 
rate National Football League—and had a little trouble with 
punctuality. 

Anyway, despite his flaws, Smith was the starter going into 
training camp. The organization let it be known that the job 
would continue to be Smith’s as long as he didn’t do anything in 
an exhibition game to lose it. 

But then came August 22. For no apparent reason, Smith was 
on the bench and Quick was the starter. 

“T was surprised at the time that it happened,” Quick said. “I 
thoughi that all along I would eventually be the starter, but I 
guess it happened sooner than I expected.” 

Marion Campbell, the man who made the decision, says, “It 
didn’t take me long in camp. He flashed, did a lot of things. It 
was very noticeable in his work. He prepared in the off-season, 
worked very hard, and it paid off.” 

There was another decision, one that turned Quick into the 
Eagles’ featured receiver. For years, that role had been Carmi- 
chael’s. But very quickly, it became apparent that it was Car- 
michael’s no more. 

“It just started happening,” Campbell said. “Like all big re- 
ceivers, he just started catching balls and doing the big things. 
Most definitely, he’s our best home-run hitter, our best yard- 
age-gainer. He breaks tackles .. . and you just want the ball in 
his hands. He’s been our money guy.” 

At the end of last year—Quick’s rookie season as the Eagles’ 
No. 1 draft choice out of North Carolina State—he had only 10 
catches and was playing part time. 

But even if he had received the playing time last year, Quick 
said he couldn't have been an All-Pro. 

“With my abilities, I could have done certain things,” he said. 
“But a lot of things come about as a result of learning.” 

Learning about coverages, tendencies, and opponents, to 
name a few. 

“It dawned on me a long time ago that I could do it in the 
NFL,” Quick said. “It wasn’t an overnight thing, where I sud- 
denly said, ‘I’m ready.’ I just gradually worked my way up to it, 
where I felt confident with everything I was doing.” 

Then Quick picked out some people for special recognition. 
One group consisted of the Eagles’ secondary, which runs the 
opponent’s formations all week in practice. And then there was 
his quarterback 

“Ron Jaworski’s got a bad rap throughout this city,” Quick 
said, “but I couldn't have been in a better situation. Once we 
got a feel for each other, we had a good time passing and 
catching.” 

Finally, Quick was asked about goals. Did he have any for 
this season? 

“T wanted to work my way into a starting role,” Quick said, 
“and to produce.” 

Done. Starting August 22, 1983. 

Eagles Nest: Stan Walters, as everyone had known all along, 
was planning to retire after the December 18 game at St. Louis. 
He retired once before, during the 1983 training camp, but was 
coaxed back after an injury to Dean Miraidi. That first retire- 
ment was an emotional event for Walters. The second one was 
much less painful. In the Eagles’ locker room, he tola report- 
ers, “It’s over. I'm done. One game, that’s it.” 

RICH HOFMANN 


Tough Bill Bates 
A Dallas Favorite 


DALLAS—He has been suggested as the ideai presidential 
candidate. CBS commentator Dick Vermeil says he is the 
prime example of a special-teams player who deserves Pro 
Bowl consideration. He already has a fan club and a number of 
kid league football teams have been named in his honor. 

Rookie strong safety Bill Bates has fast become a Dallas 
Cowboys phenomenon. The aggressive style of play and the 
displays of enthusiasm by the free agent from Tennessee have 
endeared him to Texas Stadium fans. A normally sleepy bunch, 
they cheer each Bates hit on special teams and the 4-0, or 
nickel defense. 

Those clamoring for Bates’ presence in the starting lineup 
got their wish when Dextor Clinkscale missed the Seattle game 
with a sore hamstring. Bates made 2 good accounting with four 
tackles and a fumble recovery. 

“Bill Bates is a football player,” said Tom Landry in as close 
to a ringing endorsement as you'll get from the Cowboys” 


coach. 

“He's a blue-collar guy who's happy to be here,” said second- 
ary coach Gene Stallings. “It's obvious he enjoys what he's 
doin; 

ae receiver Tony Hill said Bates is becoming a team lead- 
er, that his style of play is contagious. 

“Talking isn't necessarily the way to lead,” said Bates, not 
nearly as brassy a personality as his on-field conduct would 
indicate. 

On balance, Bates is probably seeing more playing time with 
the situational defense than he might with the flex. Against 
pass-crazy teamis like Minnesota, Kansas City and San Diego 
the 4) was on the field considerably more than the flex. 

After 15 games, Bates was sixth on the team with 79 tackles 
well ahead of six defensive starters, He had accounted for four 
sacks, recovered two fumbles, forced another and made an 
interception. Bates is the biggest hitter the team has had in the 
secondary since Cliff Harris, the fellow with whom Bates is 
constantly compared. 

What makes Bates tick? Every NFL team employs kamikaze 
pilots on special teams. Special teams hacks are the NFL's 
version of the dockworker, But Bates seems to be the first man 
to the ball on every punt or kickoff 

His aggressiveness comes naturally. As a 5-year-old in Knox- 
ville, he was the neighborhood bully. He claims he didn’t mean 
it. That was simply how he played games. His first organized 
football team was, appropriately, the Headhunters. 

In training camp, Bates made an early imprint. In seven-on- 
seven noncontact passing drills, he nailed veteran wide receiv- 
er Drew Pearson after a ball sailed incomplete. Pearson took 
exception and the two had a brief shoving match. 

“Don’t you know who I am?” screamed Pearson. Bates just 
smiled and walked away. The impression had been made 

“No matter who got in my way, | was going to make an 
impression,” said Bates. “When they puf on the uniform 
they're no different than Iam. That scuffle was over before we 
knew it. But that was the first time I realized 1 could play with 
these guys.” 

It seems only a matter of time before this human rockel 
winds up on injured reserve. Bates disagrees. “The guys who 
get hurt are the guys who are cautious,” said Bates. “If you're 
aggressive, you'll be OK.” 

If Bates is so good, why wasn’t he drafted? After all the 
poking and prodding and psychological testing, how was he 
overlooked? Bates has only average speed, which is what 
turned off scouts 

“They can time you and weigh you,'but they can't look into a 
player's heart,” said Bates of the doubting NFL personne! wise 
guys. 

Bates is a Cowboy rarity. Due to the emphasis on finesse in 
Dallas’ defense, physical players like Bates don’t seem to pop 
up every year. Cowboy fans have always been puzzled over the 
lack of defensive thuggery. 

Bates has drawn a fair local and national following, receiv- 
ing 20 letters a day from all over the country. He would consia- 
er hiring help to handle the fan mail, but as a rookie free agent, 
he’s at minimum NFL scale. 

Not since Tony Dorsett has the public been so enamored of a 
Cowboy rookie. Dorsett, of course, was the No. ! choice in the 
entire draft and as a running back he has great opportunity for 
big financial rewards. 

Bates says he can wait. The roar of the crowd for Bates is the 
only prodding personnel director Gil Brandt should need to 
summon the rookie to his office for a renegotiation session 
during the off-season. 

Bunkhouse: With two receptions agains! Washington, Pear- 
son moved passed Don Hutson into 14th place on the all-time 
career receiving list with 489 catches Dallas’ 33-yard rush- 
ing output against Washington was the lowest in franchise his- 
tory. . Danny White broke Roger Staubach’s records for 
passing yardage in a season (3,586) and passing attempts (461) 
White also tied Roger’s club mark with his 28th touchdown pass 
of the season. ... Team President Tex Schramm said “five or 
six” possible owners have had their auditors review the Cow- 
boys books but that the sale of the team would not be complet 
ed until at least the end of the season. 

KEN SINS 


Ve \3p.) Grooms’ TD Adds 
aC Negotiating Points 


ST. LOUIS—The week before the Cardinals played the Los 
Angeles Raiders, Elois Grooms was bemoaning the fact that 
his injuries this season had cut down on his bargaining power 
with the St. Louis front office. 

On February 1, Grooms wiil become a free agent. Because 
he had missed four games this year, the veteran defensive 
tackle figured the Cardinals would be reluctant to meet his 
salary demands for 1984 

During a five-year span with the New Orleans Saints, 
Grooms played in 78 cénsecutive games. Injuries never had 
ee a problem for the nine-year veteran from Tennessee 

ech. 


(Continued on Page 28, Column 1) 
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Ivery Admits 
Cocaine Trap 


GREEN BAY—Halfback Eddie Lee Ivery of the Green Bay 
Packers admitted December 14 that he had recently complet- 
ed treatment for cocaine dependency at the Hazelden Founda- 
tion in Center City, Minn. 

In a prepared statement that he read to the media, Ivery 
said: 

“] made a very serious mistake in my life. I 
got involved with the drug cocaine. Not know- 
ing the seriousness of cocaine, I thought that I 
could clean up this problem all alone during 
my absence from the team in three weeks, 
but it was difficult alone. 

“Therefore, I decided to seek professional 
help through the Hazelden program. As you well know, (it is) a 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation center. 

“Tt was a very tough decision to make, but my life was be- 
coming unmanageable and I was becoming very irritable to- 
ward my family'members and friends. 

“However, I would like to thank my family, who were there 
with me spiritually and emotionally for 26 days. 

“And, also I would like to thank Coach Starr and the organi- 
zation for their 100 percent support for giving me this opportu- 
nity to straighten out my life. 

“Now I pray that I am forgiven for my mistake and that I can 
go on with my life as a professional athlete.” 

Ivery’s wife, Anna, was with him, and Ivery did not take any 
questions from reporters. 

Ivery had been placed on the non-football injured reserve list 
October 28 for what Coach Bart Starr described then as emo- 
tional strain. Ivery denied having a drug problem at that time. 

His admission into Hazelden was first reported November 24, 
although the Packers never confirmed that Ivery was there. 

Starr said that there was a possibility that Ivery would be 
activated if the Packers made the NFL playoffs. 

“We'd like very much for him to (rejoin the team),” Starr 
said. “It’s obvious that he’s out of condition. I've talked already 
with Domenic Gentile (Packer trainer), and we have him slat- 
ed for a crash course in conditioning.” 

Starr was sympathetic toward Ivery, saying, “Eddie Lee is 
typical of a No. 1 draft choice. He is a very prideful individual. 
You heard his statement. He made a mistake. We all make 
mistakes. 

“] think the thing to do is to abide by his request. He says that 
he hopes that he is forgiven. He is. We'll move on.” 

Starr said that Ivery’s problems were not discovered through 
urinalysis, but through conversations with Ivery. “We provided 
him with.the sources for assistance and urged him to take 
advantage of it, and he did,” Starr said. “And I’m delighted that 


he did.” 
Starr said that Ivery would receive after-care treatment in 


connection with Bellin Memorial Hospital in Green Bay. 

Pack Facts: Starr, asked about the toll being taken on him by 
all the Packers’ close games: “‘A pretty good toll. I'll be 50 in 
January. I may celebrate my 75th.” . . . Placekicker Jan Sten- 
erud on breaking George Blanda’s all-time NFL field goal total 
of 335 with four field goals December 12 against Tampa Bay to 
give him 338: “Coming off the field, I felt about as happy as I 
think I have ever felt. I felt personally as pleased or lucky or 
fortunate or whatever word I’m trying to find as I’ve ever felt 
in my football career.” 

CHUCK SALITURO 


McMichael Using 
Plenty of Muscle 


CHICAGO—On one hand, Steve McMichael says his favorite 
position is kicker because a kicker can score points. He proba- 
bly doesn’t mean it, though. When McMichael forced a quarter- 
back’s fumble and a teammate scooped up the ball for a touch- 
down earlier this season, McMichael said he preferred having 
the sack to the score. 

McMichael has settled in at defensive tackle for the Chicago 
Bears after playing “everywhere except quarterback” since he 
took up the sport at 12. In five games after Pro Bowl defensive 
tackle Dan Hampton tore knee cartilage, McMichael had 
seven sacks, half the Bears’ total and at least one a game. 
Hampton returned to the lineup after three games, but at end, 
to protect his knee. 

If two players want to block him, that’s fine with McMichael. 
It gives him an extra one to punish. 

“I'm the beater, not the beatee,”” McMichael says. “That’s th= 
way I look at it.” 

McMichael wades into the football fray with no more second 
thoughts than a wrecking ball. You can almost see a quarter- 
backs’ shoelaces dangling from the corner of his wide-eyed 
grin. His full-speed play and his occasional banshee screams 
make McMichael the Bears’ best example of a rough-and-tum- 
ble football player since Dick Butkus. 


That’s why his teammates call him Ming the Merciless or 
Mongo, after Alex Karras’ horse-punching character in “Blaz- 
ing Saddles.” 

“T don’t like nicknames,” McMichael says. 

He isn't all that wild and crazy, actually. Off the field, McMi- 
chael is even shy, reluctant to fill in the details of the colorful 
personality he displays on thé field: He is simply a 26-year-old 
man who plays every game and goes home to his faithful dog. 

McMichael says, “Football’s my life,” with a sincerity that 
transcends the cliche. “I can’t explain it,” he says. “I just love 
it.” 

He was out of it, briefly, in 1981 after New England cut him in 
his second pro training camp. The Bears picked up the former 
third-round draft choice and consensus All-America that Octo- 
ber. McMichael remains thankful not only for the opportunity, 
but for the way the opportunity came, which was without 
strings. 

“At New England, the organization wanted to put you under 
their coattail, have you hide out and not live a private life. Up 
here, they don’t care so long as you perform on the field, thank 
God.” 

The Bears also are more tolerant of his exuberant practice 
behavior, to put it mildly. Patriot coaches used to cringe when 
McMichael practiced opposite All-Pro guard John Hannah at 
full throttle. 

“T wanted to see how I could do.against the best,” McMichael 
says. “He didn’t mind. He went 100 percent, too.” 

There was a time when McMichael was not a 100 percenter. 
As a young player, he says, “I was a little fat kid.” He says he 
began standing out from his peers “only when I started work- 
ing at it.” 

He started working longer last off-season, when he stayed in 
Chicago for the first time. “I've worked out harder before,” 
McMichael says. “I used to bench press 500. Now I just do 450. 
But it was a lot more concentrated.” 

It dawned on him that the time had come to become a start- 
er before the coaches decided he was finished. Going into his 
third Bear season, McMichael nearly stole Jim Osborne’s left 
defensive tackle job in training camp. In the seventh game of 
the season, the week before Hampton’s injury, McMichael 
started ahead of Osborne. . 

“I was ready for it,” McMichael says. “When they give you 
an opportunity, you’ve got to perform or you'll be sitting back 
down on the bench.” 

Bear Tracks: After Matt Suhey outgained him on the ground 
for the second time in four games, Walter Payton said, “That 
just proves I'm a better blocker.”. .. Coach Mike Ditka’s expla- 
nation for Ray Stachowicz’ two blocked punts in his first Bear 
game: “Just a real poor job of blocking.” Ditka exonerated 
Stachowicz, but he’s been the victim of four blocks in 26 NFL 
games. Bob Parsons, whom Ditka cut for seeking an assistant 
coach job with the USFL’s Chicago Blitz, had not had a punt 
blocked since 1979. . .. The emergence of McMichael and rook- 
ie defensive end Richard Dent have squeezed frequently in- 
jured Al Harris back to right linebacker, where he started the 
last two games and is projected to battle Gary Campbell for a 
job next season. 

KEVIN LAMB 


Cofer Impressive 
As a Lion Starter 


DETROIT—Mike Cofer has jumped at his chance to play for 
the Detroit Lions. 

The rookie became a Starter in the 12th game when Detroit 
had to make changes in the defensive line because of a weak- 
ness stopping the run. He has become the designated blocker 
on placekicks while holding down a regular job at right defen- 
sive end. ° 

Cofer has performed his specialty in outstanding style. He 
blocked a field-goal try against Green Bay that would have 
beaten Detroit-in regulation time. And he got to another kick in 
the Lions’ loss to Cincinnati. 

But that isn’t all the talented young lineman does. One of the 
best athletes on the team, Cofer did well when he got a chance 
to start, even though he had to make a difficult transition from 
linebacker at Tennessee. Also, at 228 pounds, he is one of the 
lightest linemen in the league. 

What pleases the Lions most of all about Cofer, though, is 
that the best is yet to come. 

“He has a chance to be something special,” Coach Monte 
Clark says. 

Cofer enjoys his dual role—blocking kicks and starting regu- 
larly. 

“Does it look like I like it?” Cofer said, giving the answer 
himself with a bright smile. “I feel great about it. I'd say it’s a 
big opportunity for a rookie. 

“Sometimes it can bring a lot of pressure on a rookie, but it 
has its advantages, as far as getting a tremendous amount of 
experience.” 

Cofer impressed the Lions the moment he arrived in training 
camp as a third-round draft choice. He has speed, strength and 
endurance. In the 350-yard endurance runs, it wasn’t unusual 
for Cofer to finish 75 yards ahead of the closest lineman. 


Lions rookie defensive 
end Mike Cofer enjoys 
his dual role—blocking 
kicks and starting regu- 
larly. 


The Lions figured it would take him a couple seasons to 
develop as a lineman after playing standup linebacker in col- 
lege. Out of necessity, his development was accelerated be- 
cause teams were running through the left side of the Lions’ 
line. William Gay was moved from right end to Mike Dawson's 
spot at left tackle and Cofer was made a starter. 

Cofer can pursue plays all over the field. He made two plays 
late in the season that few defensive linemen could execute. 

In Detroit's victory over Minnesota, Cofer ran down Steve 
Dils from behind in the open field when the quarterback was 
scrambling for what looked like a first down. It was a man-to- 
man footrace,andCofer won. 

Against Cincinnati, he rushed qifarterback Turk Schonert, 
then whirled downfield to help ta@kie receiver Steve Kreider 
after a sideline reception. 

As a kick blocker, Cofer uses the jumping ability that made 
him an all-state prep basketball player in Tennessee. Cofer 
takes a position a few yards behind the defensive line, keys on 
the center snap and makes a running leap when he sees the 
ball move. 

“What the defensive line tries to do is penetrate by knocking 
the offensive guys back,” Cofer explained. “I try to get off on 
the ball and get my hands up. The center tries to bob his head 
to get me off balance, but the thing I look at is the ball.” 

Lions Den: The Lions were disappointed that only one De- 
troit player, defensive tackle Doug English, was named to the 
NFC Pro Bow! team. William Gay tied with San Francisco's 
Fred Dean as a reserve. “I thought several players could have 
made it,” Clark said. Left out were two Pro Bowl picks from 
last year—Tackle Keith Dorney: and running back Billy Sims. 
... Quarterback Eric Hipple hurt the index finger on his right 
hand against Cincinnati. It caused him to miss some practices 
before the final game. . . . English (defense) and Sims (offense) 
were named most valuable by the Lions’ Quarterback Club. . . . 
Bruce McNorton's interception against Cincinnati gave him 
seven in seven starts at right cornerback. 

MIKE O'HARA 


- | McKay Blames Buc 


=—— Woes on Injuries 


TAMPA—Most head coaches would be pondering the job 
market or early retirement after such a dismal season. But 
John McKay, with the full blessing of Owner Hugh Culverhouse, 
is too busy pondering the Tampa Bay Buccaneers of 1984. 

McKay will be back—and he says his team will, too. 

“Tm going to get the Bucs back into the playoffs,” he stated. 
“If so many things hadn't happened—especially an overload of 
injuries that made it almost impossible for us to be competitive 
—I'd be happy to now be asking Mr. C to replace me.” 

Instead, McKay is already immersed in thoughts of how to 
strengthen the Bucs and rebuild their respectability. When he 
speaks of the 1983 season, in which his team recently dropped 
to 2-13, he invariably talks about the injuries. 

Hardest hit was the offensive line, which featured 13 starting 
combinations in 15 games due to injury. Tailback James 
Wilder, the nucleus of the Buc offense, was lost for the season 
in the 11th week with broken ribs. All-Pro defensive end Lee 
Roy aaa has been at half speed with a groin pull for a 
month. 

The Bucs shelved 17 players on injured reserve during the 
season. Only one offensive player, wide receiver Kevin House, 
started all of the first 15 Tampa Bay games. Just two did so on 
defense, nose tackle David Logan and cornerback John Holt. - 

“I would be sick right now if we'd had the normal injuries 
and had this record,” said McKay, whose team has made the 
playoffs three times since 1979. 

“T might just shoot myself up to the moon and stay up there. 
You cannot win in the National Football League with the num- 
ber of injuries the Buccaneers have had. There is just no way to 
do it.” 

McKay has no first-round draft choice to toy with, since 
Tampa Bay traded ito Cincinnati for quarterback Jack 
Thompson. But he believes the team can still prosper with five 
picks in the first three rounds of the '84 draft—a second, a third 
and three fourths. 


(Continued on Page 28, Column 1) 


——— EEE Se ee eee ee eee 
26 THE SPORTING NEWS, DECEMBER 26, 1983 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking |s Dangerous to Your Health. 


{5:mg, “tar”, 1.) mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. 


—NFC East 


(Continued From Page 25) 


This year, Grooms has been hampered by an Achilles tendon 
injury and a strained knee. Going into the game with the 
Raiders, he was the only defensive lineman on the Cardinals’ 


— roster without a quarterback sack, 


Grooms had forced numerous early throws by opposing 
quarterbacks and had paved the way for sacks by his fellow 
linemen, but those facts wouldn’t be worth much at the bar- 
gaining table. ; 

Grooms, 30, considers himself an “old plow horse of the line.” 

But he has always believed in the work ethic—if you keep 
plugging along, doing your job and working hard, you'll even- 
tually get a break. 

One of the things the coaches like most about Grooms is his 
methodical, consistent style of play. There’s very little flash to 
this broad-shouldered Kentuckian, but he’s always in the thick 
oi things. 

His hard work was rewarded in the final seconds of the first 
half in the Los Angeles Coliseum on December 11. Jim Plunkett 
had dropped to pass, and Grooms was charging hard up the 
middie. Bubba Baker was closing fast from the outside and had 
circled behind the quarterback. Curtis Greer was coming from 
a different angle and was about to stuff Plunkett from the front. 

Baker got a piece of Plunkett's arm and the ball flew 
forward. It bounded off Greer and to the turf. Grooms was in 


—NFC Central 


(Continued From Page 26) 


The Bucs are also one of a handful of NFL teams interested 
in free agent quarterback Warren Moon, a six-year star for the 
Edmonton Eskimos of the Canadian Football League. 

« Thompson has strengthened his claim to the Buc quarter- 
back job with several solid efforts in the last month. But the 
salary-conscious club still intends to scrutinize Moon, despite 
his asking price in the range of $800,000 to $1 million. 

“T liked him coming out of the University of Washington,” 
McKay said. “Moon says we're one of three teams he'd like to 
play for. 1 would have to sit down with him after the season’s 
over. But | do know there’s big interest from both the Houston 
Oilers and Seattle Seahawks.” 

Agent Leigh Steinberg, who represents Moon, met Buc ad- 
ministrator Phil Krueger December 3 while the team was in 
San Francisco. Steinberg and his client plan to visit the Bucs 
after the season. 

The Bucs, ironically, refused to pay an extra $200,000 to meet 
the $600,000 demand of five-year quarterback Doug Williams. 
But Steinberg doesn’t think money would be an obstacle if the 
club is ‘genuinely interested in Moon and the quarterback likes 
‘Tampa Bay. 

“T asked questions about Williams,” the agent said. “I feel 

thai if the Bucs were interested, money wouldn't be a problem. 
There’s a whole new economic reality in the NFL, due to the 
competition of the USFL. And more teams are coming to rec- 
ognize it.” 

McKay also would like to add another running back to his 
contingent of Wilder, Melvin Carver, Adger Armstrong and 
James Owens. And he plans to bring in a few kickers to com- 
pete with slumping Bill Capece. 

Through 15 games, Capece had hit on only 10 of 23 field-goai 
tries and missed three extra points, Capece blamed the con- 
stant change in placekicking personnel. Indeed, injuries pro- 
duced four different holders and three snappers. 

But McKay blamed only Capece after he missed a fourth- 
quarter extra point and 35-yard field goal December 11. Those 
failures cost the Bucs a 12-9 overtime defeat to Green Bay o! 
Monday Night Football. : 

“Y lost the game by being stupid enough to think we could 
make a field goal,” McKay said. “We will not kick a field goal 

~«‘igain this year. I don’t care if we're on the 2-yard line or the 
j-yara line, | don’t care what the score is.” 

The next day McKay indicated no field goals would be at- 
tempted in the season finale against Detroit. He added that 
while Capece had not been written off for 1984, he would have 
to compete for his job. 

“It's a sad situation,” Capece said. “There's not much to say. 
It’s just 2 bad slump, I guess. I’m not hitting it too good. Hope- 
fully next year I can get it back.” 

Buc Stoppers: Two bright spots for the Bucs have been punt- 
er Frank Garcia, who maintained his NFC lead with an aver- 
age of 42.4, and free safety Beasley Reece, who had eight inter- 
ceptions with one game remaining. ... Linebacker Hugh Green 
won the annual most valuable Buccaneer award, edging 
Wilder, 5-4, in a vote of local beat writers. 

DAVE SCHEIBER 


Vikings’ Martin 
Wooed by USFL 


TWIN CITIES—In a season in which.the offense first was 
decimated by injuries and then by ineptness, the Minnesota 
Vikings were able to say their defense did its job. 

Sure, the defense was burned by running backs such as 
James Wilder and Billy Sims. But, for the most part, it played 


what he called “trot pursuit” and he picked up the ball on the 
run and dashed 40 yards for a Cardinal touchdown. It was the 
key play in the 34-24 St. Louis upset. 

The touchdown also gave Grooms some bargaining power. 
He has been in contact with the New Orleans Breakers of the 
USEL, but, he said, he prefers to play out his career in the NFL. 
He expects to play only a couple more seasons and would like a 
two-year pact from the Cardinals, a deal that would make it 
worth his while to sell his home in New Orleans and make a 
permanent move to St. Louis. 

Later in the Raiders’ game, Grooms recorded his first sack 
of the season, throwing Plunkett to the turf. 

Afterward, Grooms said some of his best games had been 
played in the stately Coliseum. 

“The last time I played here against the Rams, I scored a 
safety on (Vince) Ferragamo,” said Grooms. He also returned 
a fumble in that game against the Rams in 1981, setting up the 
Saints’ first touchdown. 

“It’s been productive here,” he said. “I’ve had a lot of success 
in the Coliseum.” 

And he should have success at the bargaining table because 
of his performance against the Raiders, keying the most signifi- 
cant win in Jim Hanifan’s four years as head coach of the 
Cardinals. 

Post-Cards: The Cardinals will have nine free agents at the 


well enough for the team to win several games. In losing three 
straight games down the stretch before the season finale, the 
Vikings allowed an average of 16.3 points, but the offense 
averaged just 10.3 points (and scored only two touchdowns in 
that span). 

The defense did not have a particular standout, but the stead- 
iest and perhaps best player was defensive end-tackle Doug 
Martin. 

Martin, 26, received various All-Pro and all-conference 
honors in the strike-shortened 1982 season, when he tied for the 
NFL lead in sacks with 1014. And he led the defensive line with 
31 solo tackles and three forced fumbles. 

Going into the last game of 1983, his numbers were 1144 
sacks in 15 games and 48 solo tackles (again leading his line- 
mates). He had not quite lived up to his late-season raves of last 
year, but nonetheless he was the Vikings’ best defensive per- 
former. 

Now, the bad news. The Vikings face the possibility of losing 
Martin to the USFL. 

Martin signed a three-year contract with an option year 
after being the team’s No. | draft choice in 1980 out of the 
University of Washington. This was the option year. If General 
Manager Mike Lynn has the same problems in coming to 
terms with Martin’s agent (Howard Slusher) that he had in 
1980, it’s possible that Martin will wind up with the New Jersey 
Generals. 

“I'd be lying if I said it wasn’t the money,” Martin said of the 
lure to leave Minnesota and the NFL. “I already have an offer 
from the USFL that is pretty good. The Vikings will have to 
match if or get pretty close. 

“You can make a lot of money in this business, so it comes 
down to just the dollars. If the Vikings get anywhere close, I 
would stay. This is a well-established organization, and going to 
the USFL would be risky. But I’ve left it up to the Vikings.” 

Contract talks stalled with the Vikings last off-season, but 
both parties agreed to drop further talks until after this season. 
Martin did not negotiate with the Generals during the season. 

“We said we would keep their (the Generals’) offer in mind 
and see if the Vikings match it,” Martin said. “That doesn’t 
necessarily make me a greedy player. I just want to be given a 
fair hand; that’s all | ask. I look around the league and see guys 
paid more than me. That makes me wonder if it’s fair. 

“I know from experience that the Vikings are tough to deal 
with. I remember the six weeks | sat out for my first contract, 
and I'd hate to let something like that happen this time. I won't 
let it happen because | have an alternative. There’s not a lot of 
pressure on me. 

“T don’t want to move around like a piece of paper in the 
wind, to move around in the same business. But there is that 
possibility, no doubt, that I’ll leave. Football is a business and a 
sport all in one. 1 have to take care of my business part, and 
then it’s time to play.” 

Viking Vignettes: How do you prepare for Pete Johnson? 
The Vikings did by having 300-pound tackle Curtis Rouse wear 
Johnson's jersey number (46) in practice the week before the 
Vikings met the Cincinnati Bengals. They also had Rouse, 
known affectionately as Boo Boo, run a few plays from full- 
back, Johnson's position. “I always wanted to run the ball,” said 
Rouse, a second-year player from Tennessee-Chattanooga. 
“Last week, I got to play Noah Jackson (the Chicago Bears’ 
guard) and stick out my stomach. There aren't any big quarter- 
backs, though, so running back is probably as high as I can go.” 

. Quarterback Tommy Kramer, out since the third game of 
the season with a torn ligament in his righi knee, says he will 
be back in 1984 and he will be playing for the Vikings—to 
squelch rumors that his knee will not be ready and that he 
might be traded. “They stapled the knee back together, and it’s 
probably stronger than it ever was,” Kramer said. He has been 
undergoing a daily regimen of leg lifts, stationary bicycle rid- 
ing, weightlifting and isometrics. 

GREGG WONG 


close of this season, but only three are starters—defensive 
tackle Grooms, left guard Terry Stieve and strong safety Lee 
Nelson. Two of the soon-to-be free agents, linebacker Craig 
Puki and veteran quarterback Jim Hart, probably will not re- 
ceive contract offers. Puki has a chronic knee problem and 
spent the season on injured reserve. Hart will be 40 by the time 
next season rolls around, and the Cardinals aren't likely to 
renew his contract, which calls for more than $300,000 per sea- 
son. The Cardinals’ other free agents will] be ranning back 
Randy Love, defensive linemen Stafford Mays and Rush 
Brown, and linebacker Chet Parlavecchio. . .. Al his weekly 
news conference after the triumph over the Raiders, Hanifan 
blasted the St. Louis media. “When we win, we're going to talk 
about next week’s game,” he said. “We're not going to discuss 
that game (the victory). No. No. Let’s get on something else 


Let's try to find something negative.” 
JOHN SONDEREGGER 


Angry G.M. Young 
Faces Questioners 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J.—The New York Giants have 
been an embarrassment on the field all season. After a 17-12 
loss to the Seattle Seahawks on December 11, it was the front 
office’s turn to blush. 

General Manager George Young became enraged in the 
dressing room, shouting at reporters and stalking around like a 
wounded bison after being asked for comment on a rumor that 
University of Miami Coach Howard Schnellenberger had been 
contacted by the Giants. 

Perhaps the strain of a 26-45-1 record in his five years of 
“rebuilding” has taken its toll on Young. The Giants had a 1-9-1 
streak going into their last game of the season, their worst 
stretch since a 1-10 start in 1976. Young, whose original five- 
year contract was extended by Owner Wellington Mara last 
year, has come under increasing fire for the team’s failures. 

Young seemed to be fiddling while the Giants crumbled, not 
taking decisive action on anything, He refused to deny a report 
that Schnellenberger would replace Bil] Parcells, thereby lend- 
ing credence to the report. 

The next day, Schnellenberger held a press conference and 
said he would stay at Miami. Schnellenberger said he had been 
contacted by “a representative of the Giants’ who was not 
Young. Mernbers of the Giants’ front office refused to comment 
on the matter. 

Young had said on November 14 that Parcells “will be given 
an opportunity to prove he’s a good coach. In one year, it’s 
difficult to evaluate a coach.” That was interpreted as a luke- 
warm vote of confidence for Parcells, 

Young bellowed at reporters, “Bill Parcells is the coach. 1 
am not going to comment on any other speculation regarding 
any other human being.” As reporters swirled around him, 
Young repeated his “no comments” in various antagonistic 
ways, then retreated to the off-limits trainer's room. 

Who could blame Young for feeling wounded? In recent 
weeks, there have been these developments: 

e All-Pro linebacker Lawrence Taylor met with New Jersey 
Generals Owner Donald Trump on December 6. Taylor has 
three years plus an option year left on his original Giants con- 
tract. Young has told Taylor that he will consider restructuring 
the deal after the season. Taylor's base salary for 1983 was 
$120,000. Taylor has not talked to reporters since late October. 

© Assistant General Manager Terry Bledsoe confirmed re- 
ports that he will leave the Giants to become the Buffalo Bills’ 
general manager on January 1. Bledsoe’s tough negotiating 
had helped keep the Giants’ payroll among the lowest in the 
NFL. 

@ Linebacker Harry Carson repeated-his desire to be traded, 
adding, “It doesn’t have to be to a winner." Carson said he felt 
he needed a change of scenery. 

@ Cornerback Terry Jackson said he will ask the Giants for 
contract concessions he doesn’t expect to get and added that 
the team probably will cut or trade him instead. 

© Linebacker Brad Van Pelt said that after he takes some 
time away from football, he might ask the Giants to trade him. 
Van Pelt has played 11 years for teams with a combined 49-L08- 
2 record, 

@ The Giants did not score a touchdown in their 14th and 15th 
games, getting only six field goals by Ali Haji-Sheikh, who 
broke Pete Gogolak’s 13-year-old club record. Haji-Sheikh had 
hit on 30 of 36 field-goal tries and had 111 points. 

e Jeif Rutledge threw what he thought was the winning 
touchdown pass to Earnest Gray in the final seconds against 
Seattle, only to see it nullified by a holding call on right tackie 
John Tautolo, who was starting his first pro game. 

The only thing right about the Giants was their defense, 
which over a six-gam® stretch had allowed an average of only 
226 yards and !7 points a game, But the Giants were 1-5 in those 
games. 

Giants Jottings: Parcells said that Rutledge would start 
against Washington, based on his 29-for-52, 349-yard effort vs. 
Seattle. Scott Brunner was sidelined by a groin injury. The 
Giants were 3-9 in Brunner’s 12 starts and 0-2-] with Rutledge 
Phil Simms, recovered from a dislocated right thumb, is smil- 
ing a lot lately. Each of the three quarterbacks wilt enter his 
option year in 1984. ‘ 

JIM SMITH 
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Did Destiny 
Call Saints? 


NEW ORLEANS—When the New Orleans Saints met the Los 
Angeles Rams in the Louisiana Superdome on December 18, 
with a chance to reach the NFL playoffs for the first time in 
club history, a sign on the scoreboard said: “It can happen 
here.” 

What happened was that the Rams returned two intercep- 
tions and a punt for touchdowns, and Mike 
Lansford drilled a 42-yard field goal with two 
seconds left, giving L.A. a 26-24 victory. 

If Lansford’s kick had missed, or if a few 
other things had gone right for the Saints, 
their Hollywood script of a season would have 
ended with the Saints still destiny’s darlings. 
Considering what had happened before that final game with 
the Rams, “It seems like somebody wants us to be in the play- 
offs,” observed veteran nose tackle Derland Moore. 

“It’s too coincidental to be coincidence,” linebacker Jim Ko- 
vach agreed, ‘Just think how things have fallen into place. Just 
think how we've stayed alive.” 

In weeks 13 through 15, the Saints won two of three games. In 
each victory, over Minnesota (17-16) and over Philadelphia (20- 
17 in overtime), a field-goal attempt that would have beaten 
them in the final seconds drifted wide to the right. And then the 
Saints got help when the Eagles and and New England Patriots 
beat the Rams. 

As the Saints entered their showdown with the Rams, Moore 
said, “We've ended up in this position in a flukey sort of way.” 

Consider the way the Saints won in Philadelphia December 
ll, and the way the Rams lost in Philly the week before. It’s 
strange. 

Against the Rams, quarterback Ron Jaworski’s pass from 
the L.A. 29 with 21 seconds left slipped through the hands of 
cornerback LeRoy Irvin and Tony Woodruff caught it for a 
touchdown that gave the Eagles a 13-9 victory. 

The next week, the Eagles were on the New Orleans 23 with 
the score tied at 17-17 and 18 seconds left in regulation time, 
but Tony Franklin’s attempt for a 42-yard field goal was wide. 
Given the reprieve, the Saints won in overtime, 20-17. 

“Maybe that’s the way it’s supposed to be,” center John Hill 
said. “We've had our share of tight ones this year. We've won 
our share and lost our unfair share. Things even out.” 

If that’s the case, the Rams owed the Saints one. In the sea- 
son’s second week, the Rams beat New Orleans, 30-27, on a 
three-yard run by Eric Dickerson with 1:22 left. That came one 
play after quartérback Vince Ferragamo and wide receiver 
Otis Grant combined on a 57-yard pass play made possible 
when Saints defensive backs Bill Hurley and Rod Lewis collid- 
ed. 

“We weren't exactly the luckiest team earlier in the year,” 
Kovach said. 

The Saints’ luck was worse two weeks later at Dallas. With 
seven minutes left, Morten Andersen lined up a 43-yard field 
goal attempt that would have given the Saints a 23-13 lead. It 
was blocked and returned by Ron Fellows for a touchdown. 
The Cowboys missed the extra point and trailed, 20-19, but with 
1:58 left Ken Stabler was tackled for a safety by linebacker 
Anthony Dickerson and Dallas won, 21-20. 

“We got a field goal blocked and a safety. How often does 
that happen?” Stabler asked. “Not often.” 

Against the Rams on the final day, the Saints got lucky when 
George Rogers fumbled on the Rams’ 1-yard line with 3:47 left, 
but rookie guard Steve Korte fell on the ball in the end zone for 
the touchdown that put New Orleans ahead, 24-23. 

Destiny’s darlings? It could have happened. 

Saints Scroll: Bum Phillips became the winningest coach in 
Saints history when the Saints defeated the Eagles. That gave 
Phillips 16 victories, one more than Dick Nolan had. 

DAVE LAGARDE 


Johnson Bypassed 
In Pro Bowl Vote 


ANAHEIM—Come Pro Bowl voting time, someone is always 
overlooked. In the Los Angeles Rams’ case, it was free safety 
Johnnie Johnson, who had been voted the team’s most valuable 
defensive player. 

Coach John Robinson, always aware of his players’ needs, 
made a special effort to make his feelings known afer Johnson 
was omitted from the NFC squad. “No one played better or 
deserved it more,” Robinson told Johnson. 

The Rams were especially high on Johnson, who ranked 
third on the team in tackles, because of his willingness to ac- 
cept a challenge. When forced to play cornerback for three 
games, Johnson responded like a veteran at the position, 

Although Johnson was snubbed in the NFC vote, the Rams 
did have one safety make the squad. Nolan Cromwell, who 
moved from free to strong safety so Johnson could play his 


natural position, was selected for the Pro Bowl for the fourth 
consecutive year. P - 

“T don't know how players on other teams feel about select- 
ing two players from the same team at one position,” Cromwell 
said. “It didn’t affect how I voted. To me, the best two receivers 
were (Green Bay's) James Lofton and John Jefferson. And 
that's who I voted for.” 

Said Robinson, “I realize a lot of the voting is a name game. 
But Nolan had to change positions and then reestablish him- 
self. He deserved it.” 

Johnson didn’t complain about his omission. He’s never been 
one to pop off. He's a team player and that's why he didn’t 
gripe when he was asked to move to cornerback when the 
Rams were shorthanded. 

“I'm not disappointed,” Johnson said. “Nolan is one of the 
best safetymen in the league (and) he had to move from free 
safety to strong, That move helped me a helluva lot more than 
it helped him. I’m happy for him. . . and there’s always next 
year,” 

In addition to Cromwell, offensive tackle Jackie Slater, guard 
Kent Hill and rookie running back Eric Dickerson were chosen 
from the Rams for the Pro Bowl. , 

Slater, an eight-year man, had a tremendous season in 1981, 
but was bypassed, probably because of the Rams’ 6-10 record. 
This year, he may have been helped by the national publicity 
he received for interrupting Mark Gastineau’s notorious sack 
dance and starting a fight in the Rams-New York Jets game. 

“T think it helped,” Slater said, “the way the media blew it up. 
It made people notice me.” 

Ram-blings: Hill was chosen for the Pro Bowl for the third 
time. The last time the Rams had more than two players se- 
lected was in 1980, when eight players were named to the NFC 
team. ... The cast was removed from the broken right hand of 
center Doug Smith. He snapped the ball leéfthanded in the sea- 
son finale against New Orleans. . . . Retired quarterback Bert 
Jones (neck injury) planned to visit his former teammates in 
the Superdome. 

JOHN CZARNECKI 


Yeates Still a Tough 
Defender at Age 32 


ATLANTA—For the 1ith year, he joined the autumn migra- 
tion toward rest and no practice and no bruises. When the 
Atlanta Falcons closed their trying season, Jeff Yeates repeat- 
ed his annual exodus toward a lengthy vacation. 

He carried some extra thoughts this time. With the bitter- 
sweet realization that another season had expired came the 
consideration of how many more are to come, if any. It is 
autumn in several ways for Jeff Yeates. 

“I’m planning on coming back next year,” Yeates said. “I 
have no immediate plans for retirement, but everybody has to 
make a decision.” 

Yeates is 32 years old and surrounded by youngbloods who 
approached junior high school when he began his pro career as 
a defensive end. A pool-construction business tugs at Yeates, as 
do the agonies brought on by confronting large blockers for 
more than a decade. % 

Yeates recognizes those realities but concedes nothing. If 
the December 18 game was his last, no one immediately knew. 

“T'll walk out of there saying I hate two-a-day (practices), 
and they’re coming up soon.” Yeates said. “I'll say I’m really 
going to enjoy this rest, but I’d really like to play some more.” 

There are several players standing in the way of Yeates’ 
return. One such player—first-round draft choice Mike Pitts— 
relegated Jeff Merrow to the role of substitute this year. Since 
1978, Yeates and Merrow had combined at the ends, giving the 
Falcons a tough duo. 

The pair’s stop-the-run style clashes with the new thinking. 
To help their defense, the Falcons covet strong pass rushers. 
Yeates had only 3!4 sacks in the last 24 games and none in the 
last nine. 

He has not, however, played poorly. Yeates twice produced 
seven-tackle games this season. One came against Washington. 
He retained a starting position for the sixth straight season. 


Sa a ee 
No one knew if the 
Falcons’ December 18 
game was the last one 
for 11-year veteran 
Jeff Yeates. 


“We've had a lot of player turnover, but you need a blend of 
rookies and veterans to carry you through certain situations,” 
Yeates said. “You get in a tight situation and rookies might be 
a little upset. The veteran can help settle them down. 

“Whether ! fit into their plans is up to the staff. That's their 
decision.” 

Yeates’ business interests require large expenditures of 
time. Football does, too. There is.a clash that must be settled. 

“J don’t know when the decision will be made to play or not,” 
Yeates said. “I don’t think you can make it now, or in February 
or March. The time you have to do that is July.” 

Eventually, even the hardiest NFL players don’t make it 
back, 

Falcon Flights: With his 16l-yard rushing performance 
against Miami, William Andrews shattered his own club rec- 
ord. He pushed his season total to 1,409 yards, surpassing his 
previous high of 1,308 in 1980. In consecutive games against 
Washington and Miami, Andrews gained 235 yards rushing in 
33 attempts and also caught eight passes for 108 yards, “Wil- 
liam Andrews was the best running back we've faced this 
year,” said Miami linebacker A.J. Duhe, who also faced the Los 
Angeles Rams’ Eric Dickerson. “He'll run through you and 


over you.” 
GERRY FRALEY 


Eshmont Award to 
Inspirational Ring 


SAN FRANCISCO—Fullback Bill Ring, the San Francisco 
49ers’ version of the Little Engine That Could, is this year’s 
winner of the Len Eshmont Award. 

The honor, named for a 49er running back in the team’s 
All-America Football Conference days in the late 1940s, goes to 
the San Francisco player judged by his teammates as the 
year’s “most inspirational and courageous” performer. 

Ring, who turned 28 on December 13, the day he was an- 
nounced as the Eshmont winner, grew up in nearby San Mateo. 
“I was a 49er fan,” he said. “I went from being a fan to being a 
49er player. This is the highlight of all the awards I have won in 
football.” 

Ring, a 5-10, 205-pounder who is in his third year with the 
49ers, is a sparkplug on special teams. His reliability in backup 
roles in the backfield has made him a comfort to the coaching 
staff. 

This season, when Coach Bill Walsh had qualms about half 
back Wendell Tyler's fumbling, it was Ring who went in. 

Although Ring has often been described as an overachiever, 
players acknowledge that his physical abilities are better than 
most fans realize. 

“He is the quickest guy on our team hitting the hole,” line- 
backer Jack Reynolds said. “When he goes in the game it picks 
up the whole tempo. He makes defenses respect certain plays a 
lot more because they can't hesitate or he'll be through the line 
and on his way.” 

Going into the regular-season finale December 19, Ring had 
carried 61 times for 245 yards, including a career-best gain of 
25 yards. He had scored two touchdowns and had caught 22 
passes for 184 yards. 

Ring’s entry into the NFL was hardly one that seemed des- 
tined to attract honors. 

After playing two years at San Mateo Community College 
and two more at Brigham Young, he signed with the Pittsburgh 
Steelers as a free agent in 1980. He was released on the Steel- 
ers’ final cut, but his stay was worthwhile because he was be- 
friended by Rocky Bleiér, a well-publicized overachiever. 

“Of course, a guy like that can have an influence on you,” 
Ring said of Bleier, who shook off Vietnam war wounds to star 
in the NFL. 

“He was my idol,” Ring said. “After the Steelers cut me, I 
lived with him a few months. 

“He is an inspiration. Basically, what I learned from his suc- 
cess is the value of hard work and dedication.” 

Ring was signed by the 49ers in the spring of 1981, but after 
his finger was hurt in a training camp mishap, he was placed 
on waivers from August 17 until September 18. Then he lasted 
on the active roster only four days before being waived to 
make room for halfback Amos Lawrence. Three weeks later, 
he was re-signed and helped the 49ers win the NFL champion- 
ship in Super Bowl XVI. The last two seasons, he’s made his 
mark.on special teams. That's what made him the team's spe- 
cial player of ‘83. 

Niner Nuggets: Some believe the Eshmont Award to be 
somewhat of a jinx. The last four winners were running back 
Paul Hofer (a two-time winner), defensive lineman Archie 
Reese, tight end Charle Young and wide receiver Dwight 
Clark. Hofer underwent two khee operations, is now retired 
and is suing former team surgeon Dr. Fred Behling. Reese was 
waived in training camp in 1982 and signed with the Los An- 
geles Raiders, who this year put him on a reserve list because 
of personal problems. Young lost out to Russ Francis last year, 
then was released by the 49ers this year and signed by Seattle. 
Clark, the 1982 winner, seems to have weathered the jinx. How- 
ever, teammates playfully point out that he did get married 
this year. 

FRANK COONEY 
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ew York Itching for Glamour Coaches 


BUFFALO—The 
rumor was hot. It 
was wrong, but it 
was, nevertheless, 
hot. Howard Schnel- 
lenberger had 
called a press con- 
ference to an- = 7 
nounce he was leay- By . 
ing the University | ARRY FELSER 
of Miami to become 
head coach of the 
New York Giants. 

At about the same time, the City of New York was preparing 
a six-figure bill to present to the Jets for the desecration of 
Shea Stadium. Unruly fans ‘did the damage at the Jets’ last 
game in Shea, but the Jets themselves had an even larger hand 
in the spiritual desecration with their shameful run-for-the-bus 
performance against Pittsburgh. 

There are hard times again along the lower Hudson. It’s 
almost time to revive those bumper stickers that read “Bring 
Back Professional Football to the New York Metropolitan 
Area.” 

Schnellenberger’s press conference was to announce that he 
was staying in Miami. It was a pipe dream in the first place. 
The Giants don’t hire coaches like Schnellenberger. 

In fact, most of the dark times in New York football can be 
traced to a parade of undistinguished coaches for both fran- 


FOOTBALL 


team from scratch and theré was early suffering. But no Jets 
coach since Weeb, whose last season was 1973, has come close 
to being considered among the elite. 

Consider the Giants’ coaches since Sherman was pushed out: 


Ww. L. T. 
Alex Webster... 29 40 1 
Bill Arnsparger.. 7 28 0 
John McVay 14 23 0 
Ray Perkins. 24 35 0 
Bill Parcells 3 12 1 


Webster was accused of cronyism. Arnsparger was strong on 
theory, short on motivation. McVay was pushed into the job 
when Arnsparger was fired. Perkins came on like Clint East- 
wood, which is not the right approach in New York. Parcells 
was pushed into the job when Perkins went to Alabama. 

All had one thing in common. Their charisma was on a par 
with that of Calvin Coolidge. 

George Young, the Giants’ general manager, is a respected 
football man. He is unfuriated by people who suggest that Par- 
cells’ head should be lopped off after the Giants’ sad season. 

Maybe Young is right. Chuck Noll started off 1-13 in his first 
year at Pittsburgh. Bill Walsh was 2-14 at San Francisco. Then 
again, an NFL executive who watched Parcells’ expression 
along the sideline during the last half of the Giants’ season 
remarked, “He is wearing the same sort of look that Harland 
Svare used to wear.” It was not meant as a compliment. 

The Jets’ coaching lineup since Ewbank reads this way: 


Winner was Weeb’s son-in-law and he never could overcome 
the nepotism charges. Shipp was an interim coach. Holtz knew 
he had made a mistake by election day in '76 and Holovak 
replaced him for the last game so Lou could get a head start on 
throwing out. Michaels was a favorite son who self-destructed 
after a successful 1982 season. Walton had a losing record with 
a lot of good players. 

The hiring of Holtz was a great idea, the closest thing New 
York fans have had in years to a glamour coach. But Holtz’s 
game is college football. He is an excellent college coach, 
maybe a great one. He found out quickly the pros were not for 
him. 

One word you would not use for the rest of those New York 
coaches is “elite.” 

Strangely, two of the best coaches in NFL history came off 
the Giants’ staff to work wonders with other franchises: Vince 
Lombardi in Green Bay and Tom Landry in Dallas. 

Jet staffs have produced Chuck Knox and Sam Rutigliano, 
who know how to win. 

Maybe the Jets should have moved quicker when they got 
the idea of making a coaching change last season. Knox was 
known to be weary of Ralph Wilson, the Buffalo owner. Chuck 
would have crawled to New York for the Jets’ job, It’s a fran- 
chise for which he stil! has great affection and Leon Hess is an 
owner he respects greatly. 

Those close to the Jets say the team’s strong an, club Presi- 
dent Jim Kensil, would never have hired Knox—that he never 
would hire a strong coach who might later become « rival to 


chises. Ww. L T. the power wielded in the front office. 
The last coach with a winning career record for the Giants Charley Winner... 9 14 0 That may be one of the Jets’ major problems, 
was Allie Sherman, whose final season was 1968. You have to Ken Shipp. 1 4 0 With the Giants it’s Byzantine-style feuding, by which the 
go back even farther, to Steve Owen more than 30 years ago, to Lou Holtz 3 10 0 Maras have been conducting themselves as if their roots were 
find a Giants coach who was ranked among the NFL's elite. Mike Holovak 0 1 0 in the Balkans, not Ireland. 
The Jets never have had a coach with a winning career Walt Michaels 39 47 1 The New York-area fans deserve better from their fran- 
record, but that is mainly because Weeb Ewbank built the Joe Walton............ sh 9 0 chises. 
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“Bobby Knight era, will walk 


COLLEGE 


Rich Get Richer 


As if Indiana didn't have 
enough thoroughbreds in its 
stable, the Hoosiers received 
word that high school star 
Joe Hillman, a 6-2 guard 
from Glendale, Calif., will 
cast his lot with them. 

Hillman, the first player 
from west of Illinois to align 
with the Hoosiers in the 


By MIKE DOUCHANT, 
Associate Editor 


on at Indiana because the 
Hoosiers have no available. 
scholarships remaining for 1984-85. He will become only the 
third player who played high school basketball outside of Illi- 
nois, Indiana and Ohio to play for Knight during his 13 seasons 
at IU. Jim Thomas, now an Indiana Pacer, was from Fort Lau- 
derdale, Fla. Todd Meier, an IU freshman this season, is from 
Oshkosh, Wis. 

According to Jim Russell of the Indianapolis News, Hillman 
has been a straight-A student since the seventh grade, Hillman, 
whose father, Pete, played at Southern Cal, was brought to 
Indiana’s attention by Tandy Gillis, a junior-college coach in 
California who played at California for Pete Newell, a longtime 
friend of Knight’s. 


Tales of Tumult 

Georgetown, continuing its overbearing scheduling policies, 
has threatened to pull out of a December 30 nationally tele- 
vised game at Nevada-Las Vegas. The CBS contest was in jeop- 
ardy because both schools disagree on when Nevada-Las 
Vegas should return the visit. Georgetown wants the game 
next season (All-America center Patrick Ewing's senior year) 
while the Rebels, showing some gamesmanship of their own, 
contend they can’t free a date for two years. 

It generally has been accepted that New York schoolboy 
star Walter Berry will return to St. John’s from San Jacinto 
Junior College (Tex.) next season. However, Berry acknowl- 
edges that he is considering such schools as Arkansas, Georgia 
and Nevada-Las Vegas. UNLV already has an oral commit- 
ment from forward Jarvis Basnight of Mount San Antonio JC 
(Calif.) and former juco All-America Armond Gilliam is on 
campus as a redshirt. Gilliam’s decision to sit out this year 
upset Bob Kivisto, Gilliam’s coach at Independence (Kan.) JC. 
“Armond said he was going to UNLV (as an academic non-pre- 
dictor) if he got the right offer,” said Kivisto. “I’m sure they did 
a few things illegally. They never did contact me.” 

The NCAA's year-long investigation into the University of 
Florida’s athletic department, which started and focused on 
the football program, also has included a probe into the Gators’ 
basketball program. . . . Aggressive St. Peter’s allegedly was 
caught on campus recruiting Wagner star Art Redmond when 
the Staten Island school announced that it was planning to de- 
emphasize its program. . . . Everything was looking rosy for 
Michigan until standout guard Eric Turner was shelved be- 
cause of back spasms. Turner, who is wearing a brace, was 
shooting only 41.5 percent from the floor and averaging only 
8.8 points per game compared to a 19.2 scoring average last 
season. ... TV deals for the Southern Conference and ECAC 
South have fallen through. Some contend it won’t be long be- 
fore several syndicators go under because of advertising and 
station clearance problems. 

A woman described as his ex-girlfriend filed a battery com- 
plaint against Northwestern star Art Aaron. . . . Bradley rein- 
stated Roosevelt Davison, one of two players suspended for 
missing a bus for a trip to St. Louis. The other player, Franz 
Smith, was less repentant and remained out of action. . . . Wis- 
consin-Green Bay suspended Tom Brown, the team’s leading 
scorer and rebounder among returnees, for two games when 
he missed a practice and protested his demotion from the 
starting lineup. .. . Missouri recruit Jeff Strong was one of two 
Moberly (Mo.) Area Junior College players arraigned on rape 
and kidnapping charges stemming from an incident during a 
tournament in Kansas. 


Coaches’ Corner 

Louisville’s Denny Crum signed a new 10-year contract, 
which will run through the 1992-93 season. . . . Several coaches 
recently posted milestone victories: Arkansas’ Eddie Sutton 
(300), Michigan State's Jud Heathcote (200), Santa Clara’s Car- 
roll Williams (200) and Arkansas State’s Marvin Adams (100). 
. .. Insiders say South Alabama’s Cliff Ellis could be in line to 
succeed Auburn’s Sonny Smith if the Tigers don’t turn things 
around, South Alabama whipped Auburn by more than 20 
points recently. ... Abe Lemons’ arrival has helped Oklahoma 
City increase attendance by more than 400 percent (784 per 
game to 3,234). 

San Diego’s Jim Brovelli is still the leading candidate to be- 
come coach at San Francisco when that school resumes its 
basketball program. Brovelli isa USF alum. . . . Fullerton State 
Coach George McQuarn ordered star guard Leon Wood shield- 
ed from interview requests, but he was overruled by Athletic 
Director Lynn Eilefson. One coach who has gotten his. way 


ASKETBALL BULLETIN 


concerning a gag rule is Texas-San Antonio's Don Eddy, who 
declared leading scorer Derrick Gervin off limits to the press. 
_.. Clemson's Bill Foster had to leave a game recently for the 
third time in his career because of a hiatal hernia problem. 
Foster also has missed a pair of games by throwing his shoul- 
der out of joint. 


Here, There and Everywhere 

Denver and Seattle are the finalists for the 1989 Final Four 
after the NCAA Division I Basketball Committee rejected bids 
from Detroit, Louisville, Philadelphia and Syracuse. ... Arizona 
State, North Carolina and Oklahoma have been invited to play 
in the three-team Suntory Ball in Japan next December. . . . In 
a classic example of home cooking, West Virginia benefited 
from a 37-5 edge in personal fouls to defeat Robert Morris, 
72-62. 

The Pacific-10’s governing body turned down a proposal for 
a postseason tournament that had been strongly favored by 
league coaches. . . . Some observers can’t understand why the 
Midwestern City Conference will conduct its postseason tour- 
ney in Chicago. ... North Carolina-Wilmington will become the 
seventh member of the ECAC South. 

Houston Baptist and Fresno State had the hottest shooting 
frontlines in the country. Houston Baptist’s Terry Hairston, An- 
icet Lavodrama and Hamilton Lewis combined to shoot 77 per- 
cent from the floor in their first five games. Forwards Bernard 
Thompson and Ron Anderson each hit more than 70 percent of 
his field-goal attempts in Fresno State’s first seven outings. . . . 
Guard Marcus Gaither became Fairleigh Dickinson's all-time 
scoring leader. . . . Alabama-Birmingham’s Steve Mitchell set a 
school record with 12 assists in a game against Old Dominion. 
UAB officials denied a rumor that the Blazers will leave the 
Sun Belt Conference for the Metro. . . . Tulane junior John (Hat 
Rod) Williams is playing up to expectations after undergoing 
corrective surgery on both legs last summer. Chipped bones in 
his right ankle and a vascular problem in his left calf ham- 
pered Williams a year ago after he had been named first team 
All-Metro as a freshman. . .. Arkansas’ Robert Brannon, the 6-7 
basketball-turned-football player, has returned to the hard- 
wood. But he didn’t make a recent trip because of a sprained 
ankle. 

Indiana State star John Sherman Williams said he would 
have signed with Louisville out of high school except that the 
Cardinals probably were going to redshirt him as a freshman. . 
.. John Horrocks, North Texas State’s leading rebounder, will 
complete his collegiate eligibility on January 20, 1984. .. . Geor- 
gia is desperate for a competent center. The Bulldogs are try- 
ing all kinds of gimmicks to get by in the pivot. . . . Richie 
Johnson, who came to Evansville as a 6-8 guard, is now at 
forward and could see action at center. . . . The nation’s tallest 
guard probably is 6-9 freshman Tellis Frank of Western Ken- 
tucky. 


PRO 


Hoop Scoop 

Chicago Coach Kevin Loughery reportedly defied a dictum 
from part-owner Jonathan Kovler to start Reggie Theus. In 
fact, Loughery didn’t play Theus in a couple of games, snap- 
ping the All-Star guard’s consecutive game streak at 429. 
Loughery apparently signed a three-year contract with the 
Bulls last summer with the understanding that good friend Rod 
Thorn, Chicago’s general manager, would have the bulk of the 
input in personnel decisions. However, that hasn’t been the 
case. In fact, the Chicago Sun-Times reported that Kovler put 
the kibosh on the following deals: Theus to Houston for a 1983 
No. | draft choice (Rodney McCray), Theus to Indiana for a 
1985 No. 1 draft pick (could turn out to be Georgetown's Patrick 
Ewing or Houston's Akeem Olajuwon) and David Greenwood to 
Cleveland for a high draft selection. 

Another streak was shattered when San Antonio’s George 
Gervin managed only eight points at Atlanta December 17, 
ending a run of 406 straight games in which he had scored in 
double figures. . . . Indiana (5-7) was the only National Basket- 
ball Association team with a losing record at home by mid-De- 
cember. One of the reasons for the Pacers’ poor mark was 
rookie center Steve Stipanovich’s 33 percent field-goal shooting 
in Market Square Arena. Stipanovich, nicknamed Stipo at Mis- 
souri, is being called Stiffo by some Pacers fans. ... Word was 
Seattle was trying to unload Danny Vranes, but the Sonics 
weren't finding any takers because of Vranes’ hefty salary. . . . 
Hal Kolker, vice-president of the San Diego Sports Arena, 
called Clippers General Manager Paul Phipps’ plans to build a 
privately funded arena “absurd” and accused Phipps of making 
the comments to divert attention from the team’s poor record. 
The Clippers have been embroiled in a legal battle with Sports 
Arena officials over several items. 

New Jersey’s front office reportedly was upset with Los An- 
geles’ management for not seeking their opinion on Michael 
Ray Richardson. The former All-Star guard is waiting on an 
arbitrator’s decision in a contract dispute with the Nets, who 
waived him and claim they do not have to pay him $750,000 
over the last two years of his contract because he violated a 
drug clause in it. Los Angeles, which is already over the salary 
cap, won’t take a chance with Richardson until his salary status 
is clarified. The Lakers may decide to try to swing a deal for 
Reggie Theus instead. . . . In a similiar situation, San Antonio is 


paying former No. 1 pick John Lucas close to the league mini- 
mum of $40,000, a far cry from his big-bucks days with Houston. 
Oddly, Lucas might have joined the Spurs in 1976 out of Mary- 
land had the American Basketball Association and NBA nof 
merged that summer. “I was all ready to sign a contract with 
San Antonio,” Lucas told the San Antonio Express. “I flew up 
from Corpus Christi (the site of an NCAA regional) to talk with 
Angelo Drossos (Spurs president). I spent the night at Angelo’s 
home.” 

Kevin Grevey said the peculiar clause in his Washington 
Bullets’ contract that provided him with tickets to the Indianap- 
olis 500 is not included in his pact with Milwaukee. He said that 
perk now has a dollar value... . Los Angeles guard Mike 
McGee's excellent work on the offensive boards helped him 
lead the league in field-goal percentage (62 percent), but he 
was hitting a paltry 39 percent from the free-throw line... . 
Cleveland rookie Roy Hinson must have attended the Kim 
Hughes School for Foul Shooters. Hinson hit only five of his first 
20 attempts from the charity stripe. Hughes, now playing over- 
seas, shot 33 percent from the free-throw line during his five- 
year career with three NBA teams. . . . Guy Williams, one of 
Washington’s second-round picks, underwent exploratory 
arthroscopic surgery. Williams, who hasn't progressed as rap- 
idly as hoped, has been sidelined since the middle of last sea- 
son with a knee injury suffered while playing for Wasington 
State. 


NBA Roundup 

Detroit outlasted Denver, 186-184, in triple overtime Decem- 
ber 13 in the highest scoring game in NBA history. Kelly Tri- 
pucka furnished the final Pistons basket at the end of the first 
extra session and scored all 12 of their points in the second 
overtime period. Detroit guards Isiah Thomas (47) and John 
Long (41) combined for 88 points, while Denver got 98 from 
forwards Kiki Vandeweghe (51) and Alex English (47). The 370 
total points broke the old standard of 337 set in 1982, when San 
Antonio defeated Milwaukee, 171-166. 

Another record in jeopardy was the 1953-54 Baltimore Bul- 
lets’ mark of 32 consecutive road losses. San Diego suffered its 
29th straight setback away from home December 18 when 
Golden State upended the Clippers, 99-97. The previous night, 
Indiana incurred its 27th road loss in a row by dropping a 109-94 
decision at Houston. . . . Los Angeles, missing Magic Johnson's 
15 assists per game, managed a total of only 14 scoring feeds in 
a 114-104 reversal at Phoenix December 15. . .. Utah extended 
its home-court winning streak to nine and moved into first 
place in the Midwest Division with a 127-111 verdict over Gold- 
en State December 17.... Larry Bird, coming off a knee injury, 
sank a 20-foot jumper with four seconds remaining to give Bos- 
ton a 110-108 win over Cleveland December 14. Two nights 
later, Bird scored a game-high 30 points, but the Celtics’ six- 
game winning streak was snapped by Washington, 100-93. 


WHERE THEY PLAY 


December 25—New Jersey at New York, Los Angeles at Portland. 

December 26—Denver at Phoenix. 

December 27—New Jersey at Washington, Dallas at Atlanta, Portland at 
Detroit, Milwaukee at Indiana, New York at Chicago, San Diegoat Houston, 
Boston at San Antonio, Philadeiphia at Kansas City, Denver al Los Angeles, 
Utah at Golden State. 

December 28—Milwaukee at New Jersey, Detroit at New York, San Diego 
at Dallas, Golden State at Phoenix, Utah at Seattle. 

December 29—Atlanta at Cleveland, Portland at Chicago, Boston at Hous- 
ton, Kansas City at San Antonio, Philadelphia at Denver, 

December 30—Indiana at New Jersey, New York at Washington, Cleve- 
land at Atlanta, Chicago at Detroit, Portland at Milwaukee, Boston at Dallas, 
San Diego at Kansas City, Utah at Denver, Houston at Phoenix, Golden State 
at Los Angeles, Philadelphia at Seattle. 

January 1—Philadelphia at Portland. 

January 2—Atlania at Indiana. 


Continentai Basketball Association 
Standings Week Ending December 18 


Eastern Division W \*QW Pts.| Western Division W 1*OQW Pts. 
Albany Patroons ...... 6 525 43 | Wisconsin Flyers... 7 327 48 
Bay St. Bombardiers. 6 216 34 | Wyo. Wildcatters... 5 116 31 
«we 4 6 18 30 | Louisville Cathird: 4 416 28 
- 4 212% 24% | Detroit Spirits - 3 31 20 
Lancaster Lightnin’.. 3 4 15% 24% | Ohio Mixers 2 612 18 


Toronto Tornados... 1 6 10 13 | Albuquerque Silvers. 2 5 9 15 


*QW— Quarters Won. Teams get 3 points for a win, 1 point for each quarter 
won and ‘4 point for any quarter tied. 


Silver Ghost-hi-top or low 


Guaranteed for 4 
months or 100 
courthours. 


The Official Shoe of the CBA 
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rebounds per game for the Sonics. 


The Inconsistent Sonics: 


Sikma Sees 


DALLAS—On one 
hand, the theory is 
ludicrous. If lack of 
leadership is the 
reason for the Seat- 
tle SuperSonics’ 
slow start, they 
must have lost a 
leader when they BY 
traded Lonnie Shel! JAN HUBBARD 
ton, James DomalC- qs! 
son and Greg Kel- 
ser or refused to sign David Thompson. 

That is absurd. Those players may have helped the Sonics 
win 48 games last season, but they were hardly team leaders. 

On the other hand, the suggestion makes perfect sense. By 
ridding themselves of those players and three other backups, 
the Sonics lost a strength—familiarity with each other. 

Seven players who were not with the Sonics at the end of last 
season are on the roster. One other, Steve Hawes, came to the 
team in a midseason trade. 

Newness, as much as anything, caused a drastic change in 
the way the Sonics have started this season. Last year, they 
won their first 12 games. This year, they were 7-5 after 12 
games. Then they lost seven of their next 11 games and looked 
lost in doing so. ; 

Seattle Coach Lenny Wilkens said leadership, or lack there- 


‘The Long Long Slump Is Over 


= 


« 


DETROIT—For 
what seemed like a 
long, long time, 
John Long was a 
problem for the De- 
troit Pistons. A pro- 
digious scorer his 
first four years in 
the NBA, the 6-5 By Pala 
guard went into CHARLIE VINCENT m4 
such a severe slump 
last season that : 
when the Pistons tried to unload him during the summer, they 
found no takers. 

When you mention John Long’s name, you get no answers, 
only questions. What happened to him last season? Is he 
healthy? How is his confidence? Has he been exposed as only a 
mediocre offensive player? If he still has it, why do the Pistons 
want to unload him? 

The last question is far easier to answer than the others. 
When Long, who averaged 18.7 points a game his first four 
seasons, slumped to only 10.5 points a game in 1982-83, the 
Pistons hardly missed him. Muscular Vinnie Johnson, a sound 
defensive player despite his size (6-2), stepped into the lineup 
and scored 15.8 points a game and finished fifth among the 
league’s guards in rebounding. Each has a contract that ex- 
pires after the 1983-84 season and between them they earn 
$625,000 a season ($325,000 for Long). If both were to remain in 
Detroit, limited playing time alone almost certainly would dic- 
tate that one would not earn his money. 

When Piston General Manager Jack McCloskey began call- 
ing around the league, trying to whip up interest in Long, he 
got little response. He kept hearing the same questions. And 


when someone did show an interest, he was not interested in a 


trade, but a steal. 

“John just didn’t have much market value,” one Piston offi- 
cial said recently. “Nobody offered us anything we could use 
for him.” 

So the problem was still there when Chuck Daly showed up 
to assume the coaching job and it intensified when Long and 
Johnson exchanged punches in a brief scuffle during a training 
camp scrimmage. 

Solid at three positions, with Isiah Thomas, Kelly Tripucka 
and Bill Laimbeer potential All-Stars, the Pistons suddenly 
found themselves with a time bomb ticking away at big guard. 

Long, outgoing and friendly during his successful seasons, 
became withdrawn last season, sensitive to criticism at best 
and surly at worst. But the run-in with Johnson is the last sign 
of hostility Long has shown. Restored to his starting position by 
Daly on opening night, he scored 16 points and handed out 
three assists in a victory over Boston. Four nights later, against 
Milwaukee, he scored 21. After he pumped in 41 in the record- 
setting 186-184 victory over Denver in triple overtime Decem- 
ber 13, his scoring averaged was at 17.2 and climbing. 

Just as important as his offensive resurgence, though, has 
been his sudden emergence as a defensive player. Never in his 
first five seasons was Long regarded as even an adequate de- 
fender. He was seen in most quarters as a one-dimensional 
player, interested in scoring only. 

That’s a charge to which few players plead guilty. Even 
today, Long will not confess. 

“T don’t think I’m a bad defensive player,” he said after a 


22-point, four-assist, five-steal night against Indiana a few 
weeks ago. “I’m just now getting back to playing the way I was 
before I was hurt.” 

A groin injury was the beginning of his troubles last year, 
followed by an infection—the result of a 15-stitch gash in his 
left forearm suffered in a collision with Laimbeer during a 
battle for a rebound. From there, it was all downhill for Long. 
He lost his touch, his starting position and, probably, some of 
his confidence. 

The Pistons won’t admit they lost confidence in Long, but 
they certainly were willing to part with him as recently as 
October, when they were talking to San Diego about Swen 
Nater, who eventually went to Los Angeles for Norm Nixon. 
Now, though, they are delighted they failed in their efforts to 
unload Long. 

“He has had a positive attitude since the day, he came to 
camp,” Daly said. “People tell me he didn’t play defense be- 
fore, but I wasn’t here, so I don’t know. All I know is he’s 
playing good defense now and he’s taking pride in it.” 


NBA STATS, 


(THROUGH DECEMBER 18) 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
Scoring Steals 
6. 


Dantley, Utah 
Vandeweghe, Denver. 
Aguirre, Dallas 
Gervin, San Ani 
English, Denver 
Free, Cleveland. 
Moncrief, Milwaukee 
Ruland, Washington. 
Tripucka, Detroit. 
Birdsong, New Jer: 
Malone, Philadelphia 
Bird, Boston. 

Davis, Phoenix.. 

E. Johinson, Kansas City. 
Erving, Philadelphii 
Sampson, Houstos 
Thomas, Detroi 

King, New Yor 

Drew, Utah 

Carroll, Golden State ..... 


Cook, New Jersey.. 
Green, Utah... 
‘Cheeks, Phitadelphi 
Thomas, Detroit 
Johnson, Los A\ 
Dunn, Denver 
Williams, New Yor! 
Moore, San Antoni 
Williams, Seattle ... 


Blocked Shots 


Rollins, Atlanta... 
Eaton, Utah. 
Sampson, Houston. 
Dawkins, New Jers 
Walton, San Diego 
Nance, Phoeni 
‘Williams, Indian. 
Malone, Philadelphis 
Gilmore, San Antonio. 


Field Goal Percentage 


Rebounds 


Malone, Philadelphia 
Laimbeer, Detroit 
Ruland, Washingt 
Sampson, Housto 
Williams, New Jersey .. 
Robinson, Cleveland. 
Gilmore, San Anto 


McGee, Los Angeles...... 
Roland, Washingto: 
Johnson, Los Angel 
Lanier, Milwaukee . 
Dawkins, New Jers 
Banks, San Antoni 
Gilmore, San Antonio 
Vranes, Seattle 
McHale, Boston, 

Natt, Portland . 


Parish, Boston 
Sikma, Seattle 
Lucas, Phoenix. 


Free Throw Percentage 


Kelley, Utah. 
Bratz, Golde 
Issel, Denver. 
Sichting, Indian 

Sobers, Washingtos 
Leavell, Houston... 
Johnson, Boston 

Davis, Phoenix. 
Bird, Boston. 


Davis, Dallas, 
Bird, Boston. 
Johnson, Washington 
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Bright Side 


of, was not the issue. 

“Sure, every year you Search to see who's gonna be the lead- 
er of your team,” Wilkens said, “and you'd like to have some- 
one take over that job consistently. But we have eight new 
people and I think it’s more that than the absence of Lonnie, 
Donaldson or whoever else is not here.” 

Said center Jack Sikma: “The first 10 games we were 6-4, 
everybody was pretty happy and there was nothing wrong with 
leadership. What’s disappointing is that the improvement has 
stopped.” 

But no one is ready to panic. 

After the 12-game winning streak to start last season, the 
Sonics won only 21 of their next 50 games. They finished with a 
48-34 record, then folded and were eliminated from the playoffs 
when they lost two straight games to Portland. 

During the off-season, they traded Shelton to Cieveland for a 
second-round draft choice and Donaldson and Kelser to San 
Diego for Tom Chambers and Al Wood, both of whom are in 
the starting lineup. Both have been adjusting to playing with 
Sikma, Gus Williams and Danny Vranes. 

Meanwhile, Reggie King (acquired from Kansas City) and 
rookie Jon Sundvold have joined Fred Brown as the main play- 
ers off the bench, which has been another adjustment. The 
result: The Sonics have been inconsistent. 

But Sikma sees the bright side. 

“] think there is personnel here that can make us a good 
consistent team and a playoff team,” Said Sikma. “That doesn't 
say a lot nowadays in the NBA, but I felt we would take some 
time to get it together. If we can do that and work hard enough, 
we have the opportunity to get it rolling and hit the playoffs at 
our peak, Last year we were burnt out, or stale, We definitely 
weren't playing our best basketball.” 

Sikma, as usual, has done his part, leading the team in scor- 
ing and rebounding with respective averages of 19.0 and 10.5. 
Williams was averaging 18.7 points and 8,9 assists, and Cham- 
bers was averaging 16.9 points and 6.8 rebounds. 

Chambers’ totals were near his career averages of 17.4 
points and 6.8 rebounds. One of the criticisms of him is that he 
never has been a good rebounder despite good size—6-10, 225, 

“We went into exhibition games with Tom Chambers playing 
very well,” said Wilkens. “Then he fractured his hand. When 
we started the regular season, everyone forgot his hand was 
fractured, but he wanted to play. 

“He wasn't rebounding worth a nickel at that time, but how 
could he? So everyone was saying, ‘He’s rebounding terrible.’ 
Well, I wasn't going to jump all over Tom Chambers until J felt 
his hand was in good shape. “A couple of weeks ago we had it 
X-rayed again and it was fine. At that point, I said get on the 
boards. And he has.” 

It was that simple. So now the Sonics have the solution 'to the 
leadership problem. 


STANDINGS 


3-Pt. Fleid Goals 


Pet. 
Griffith, Utah. 30 462 Evans, Denver... 

462 Free, Cleveland... a 
Johnson, Atlanta 450 Cooper, Los Angeles... 
Moore, San Antoni 392 


(THROUGH DECEMBER 19) 


EASTERN CONFERENCE WESTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION MIDWEST DIVISION 
Chub , Le Pet. ' ct. GB. 
Philadelphia. es = “ 
3% 
4 
5M 


Club 
Mitwaukee 
Atlanta 


Detroit 


Indiana 


San Diego 


Games of Tuesday, Dec. 13 
Boston 102, New York 100 
Atlanta 94, Washington 89 

Utah 107, Cleveland 105 

Chicago 96, Milwaukee 8@, 
Houston 129, Phoenix 110 

Detroit 186, Denver 184 (3ot) 
New Jersey 133, Golden State 122 
Portland 102, Seattle 89 


Games of Wednesday, Dec. 14 


Boston 110, Cleveland 108 
Washington 99, Atlanta 96 
Philadelphia 125, Milwaukee 93 
San Antonio 129, San Diego 114 
Dallas 117, Indiana 109 

Kansas City 105, Seattle 99 


Games of Thursday, Dec, 15 
eee 113, New York 107 

Utah 138, Houston 123 
Phoenix.114, Los Angeles 104 
Goltien State 119, Kansas City 116 
Portland 118, New Jersey 105 


Games of Friday, Dec. 16 
Washington 100, Boston 93 
Philadelphia 125, Cleveland 105 
San Antonio 120,indiana 92 
Milwaukee 110, Dallas 105 
Portland 119, Denver 125 

Los Angeles 122. San Diego 109 
Seattle 120, New Jersey 106 


Games of Saturday, Dec. 17 
New York 102, Milwaukee 96 
Washington 129, Cleveland 95 
Boston 129) Detroit 115 

AUvanta 113, San Antonio 108 
Chicago 102, Dallas 84 

Houston 109, Indiana 94 

Utah 127, Golden State 112 
Phoenix 119, KansanCity 99 


Games of Sunday, Dec. 16 


Denver 122, New Jersey 118 
Golden State 99, Sart Diego 97 
Los Angeles 122, Portiand 115 


There was a scarcity of major upsets in the normally zany 
world of college basketball in mid-December. Humbug! Most of 
the coaches must have made a list and checked it twice, trying 
to find out who would be naughty or nice—and wound up feast- 
ing on some nice “pigeons.” Yes, ’tis the season for many big- 
time schools to beat weaker opponents to a pulp. 


SOUTH: Wildcats Wear Down BYU 


Kentucky continued to look unbeatable, overwhelming Brig- 


ham Young, 93-59, in the final of the Wildcats’ invitational tour- , 


nament, The score was knotted, 40-40, with less than 17 minutes 
remaining before Kentucky ran off 23 unanswered points in a 
51-minute span to turn the contest into a rout. 

Forward Devin Durrant was the only BYU player to score in 
double figures, collecting 22 of his game-high 33 points in the 
first half, Durrant furnished 23 points in the opening round the 
previous night when the Cougars overcame an 1l-point, sec- 
ond-half deficit to upend previously unbeaten Virginia Com- 
monwealth, 81-77. 

“Kentucky is the sort of team that can play poorly some 
nights and still win by big margins,” said Tennessee Coach Don 
DeVoe earlier this year. “No one (in the Southeastern Confer- 
ence) has a chance to match up with them.” Tennessee loyal- 
ists had similiar thoughts when the Volunteers met winless 
Georgia State. The Knoxville (Tenn.) Journal was emphatic: 
“Georgia State is what one might call the best 0-5 team in the 
country. Those who aren't as generous would just call Georgia 
State a dog and leave it at that.” However, Georgia State, fired 
up by that story and the headline (Mismatch: A game For Vol 
Subs?) stunned Tennessee, 52-50, on Tony Graham's 12-foot 
jumper with four seconds left. 

Louisville's backcourt combination of 6-3 Lancaster Gordon, 
6-5 Milt Wagner and 6-4 Jeff Hall proved to be too much for 
North Carolina State guards Spud Webb (5-7), Terry Gannon 
(6-1) and Ernie (Mr. Erratic) Myers as the Cardinals overcame 
a 53-34 deficit in rebounds to beat the Wolfpack, 83-79. Gordon, 
who didn’t start in Louisville’s 105-69 romp past Indiana State 
earlier in the week because of a curfew violation, finished with 
25 points on 11-of-15 shooting from the floor. Imposing forward 
Lorenzo Charles had 29 points and 15 rebounds for N.C. State. 

Terry Holland posted his 200th victory in 10 years at Virginia 
as the Cavaliers clobbered North Carolina-Wilmington, 87-42. 
... Guard Phil Cox, hampered by a hip pointer, played sparing- 
ly as Vanderbilt lost at home to Clemson, 70-62. Guard Vincent 
Hamilton popped in 27 points for the Tigers (6-0)... . Auburn 
had to shoot 69 percent from the floor, including a 15-foot jump- 
er at the buzzer by freshman Frank Ford, to register a 65-63 
triumph at Mercer. . . . Southwestern Louisiana remained un- 
beaten (6-0) by capturing its Bayou Classic. The Cajuns smoth- 
ered Southern Illinois, 99-73, in the championship game. . . . 
South Alabama’s players, apparently unfazed by a false fire 
alarm that forced them to leave their 20th-floor rooms at 6:15 
a.m., frustrated New Orleans, 72-68, improving the Jaguars’ rec- 
ord to 5-1... . Haitian import Yvon Joseph scored 33 points as 
Georgia Tech nipped Central Michigan, 73-71, in the final of 
Pacific’s Casaba Club Classic. . . . South Carolina extended its 
winning streak against The Citadel to 32 with an 85-64 success. 


FAR WEST: Hall of Shame 


_ Every once ina while, a top-notch team goes beyond bad and 

borders on complete ineptitude. Take, for instance, Memphis 
State, which shot a mere 25 percent from the floor in the first 
half en route to a 65-51 setback at UCLA. Keith Lee, a Hall of 
Fame candidate according to some Memphis State supporters, 
looked as if he was headed for the Hall of Shame after going 
scoreless, committing three personal fouls and turning the ball 
over five times in the first half. But Lee pumped in 17 points 
after intermission to keep the score respectable. UCLA coasted 
despite hitting only 42 percent of its field-goal attempts. 

Center Steve Woodside scored 16 points in each game to help 
Oregon State upend Utah, 62-49, and Portland, 65-49. . .. Wash- 
ington could challenge UCLA and Oregon State for the Pacific- 
10 crown if the Huskies ever start improving their field-goal 
accuracy. Shooting less than 40 percent, the gritty Huskies 
hung on to beat Idaho, 83-69, in triple overtime as Detlef 


On the Sidelines 


School Pos. Class 
Valparaiso 
McNeese St, 
Utah 
Drake 
Valparaiso, 
Tona 
Ohio State 
G. Wash, 
Stetson 
Drake 
Utah 
McNeese St. 
Virginia 
Ohio State 
Texas S'ern 
Gonzaga fe 
NW La. G- 
St. John’s 
Miss, State 
Alcorn State 
Jacksonville 
California 
New Mexico 
Western Ky. 
Wyoming 
St. John's 
Duquesne 


Reason 
Will transfer to [UPU-Indianapolis. 
Sidelined by chicken pox. 
Dropped out of school. 
Sidelined after reinjuring knee. 
Quit to concentrate on studies. 
Sidelined after minor knee surgery. 
Declared academically ineligible. 
Out 3 weeks with fractured ankle. 
Will transfer to SW Missouri St 
‘Will transfer to Colorado. 
Dropped out of school. 
Out with dislocated shoulder. 
Sidelined by sprained ankle. 
Declared academically ineligible. 
Sidelined by an injury. 
Sidelined by stress fracture in leg, 
Will transfer Lo another school. 
Sidelined by tendinitis in foot. 
. Will transfer to Towson State. 
Sidelined by ankle injury. 
Sidelined after minor knee surgery. 
Career ended after knee surgery. 
Out for season with back injury. 
Will transfer to another school. 
Out for season (shoulder surgery), 
Sidelined by tendinitis in foot. 
Out with dislocated finger. 


Player 
Pete Adams 
Jerome Batiste 
Mike Bozner 
Steplifon Butler 
Nigel Casey 
Bob Coleman 
Joe Conicheck 
Tim Dawson 
Neal Deaner 
Tom Faber 
Byron Haas 
Kenity Jimerson 
Kenny Johnson 
‘Ala Kortokrax 
Earnest Malone 
Bryce McPhee 
Kenieth Moody 
Chris Multia 
Richard Person 
Michael Phelps 
Terry Pike 
Michael Pitts 


onon 


George Scott 
Mike Smith 
Jon Sommers 
Ron Stewart 
Rick Suder 
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COLLEGE ROUNDUP 


TSN’s Top 40 


By MIKE DOUCHANT 


15. MARYLAND 27. TULSA 
16. VIRGINIA 28. INDIANA 
COMMONWEALTH 29. MICHIGAN ST. 

HOUSTON 17. OREGON STATE 30. VIRGINIA 

DEPAUL 18. ILLINOIS . LAMAR 

. LOUISVILLE 19. UCLA . DUKE 

BOSTON COL. 20. MICHIGAN . KANSAS 

. LOUISIANA ST. 21. GEORGIA . OHIO STATE 

). MEMPHIS STATE 22. PURDUE . WICHITA ST. 

IOWA 23. CAL STATE- . PITT 

. TEXAS-EL PASO FULLERTON N.C. STATE 

WAKE FOREST 24. TENNESSEE- |. MONTANA 

. VIRGINIA TECH CHATTANOOGA 39, BRIGHAM 

. SO'WESTERN 25.ST.PETER'S YOUNG 
LOUISIANA 26.FRESNO STATE 40. TEMPLE 


. KENTUCKY 
N. CAROLINA 
GEORGETOWN 


tone 
FPSLeNeVayNH 


Be 
Bw 


BEST OF THE REST: Alabama, Alabama-Birmingham, Ala- 
bama State, Arkansas, Auburn, Clemson, Georgia Tech, Houston Bap- 
tist, Illinois State, Iona, Iowa State, LaSalle, Loyola of Chicago, Mar- 
quette, Miami, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada-Las Vegas, Oklahoma, St. 
John’s, St. Joseph’s, San Diego State, South Carolina, Utah State, Van- 
derbilt, Villanova, Washington, Weber State. 


Lancaster Gordon’s 25 points helped Louisville 
defeat N.C. State, 83-79. 


Schrempf scored 16 points and snagged 21 rebounds. Washing- 
ton hit 14 of 18 free-throw attempts in the third extra session. 
.. . Texas-El Paso was ripe for an upset, but the Miners erased 
a halftime deficit to defeat St. Mary’s (Tex.), 64-57. 

Nevada-Las Vegas fell behind, 11-2, in the first 24% minutes 
before the Rebels rebounded to upend Kansas State, 84-78. . . . 
Utah State posted a 66-64 win at Utah on Mike McCullough’s 
fast-break layup with one second remaining. But then things 
took a turn for the worse for the Aggies, who lost in the Indiana 
Classic to Illinois State, 80-74, and Texas A&M, 78-73. . . . Tal- 
ented California-Irvine can’t seem to get its act together. The 
Anteaters bowed at the University of San Diego, 85-77. 


MIDWEST: Demonic DePaul 


Venerable Coach Ray Meyer of DePaul must think his troops 
are possessed by an evil spirit that only permits the Blue 
Demons to play well enough to win. Seemingly activated by 
some extraordinary force, the Demons’ penchant for just get- 
ting by surfaced again in the Suntory Ball in Japan as they eked 
out victories against Alabama, 77-76, and Texas Tech, 50-47. 
Forward Kevin Holmes of DePaul was selected most valuable 
player of the round-robin competition. 

Coaches Rick Majerus of Marquette and Jim Boeheim of 
Syracuse called for an end to cheerleaders’ stunts after a Mar- 
quette cheerleader suffered severe neck injuries attempting a 
flip during a second-half timeout. Syracuse, leading 57-56 when 
play was halted for 45 minutes while medical personnel immo- 
bilized the cheerleader before placing him on a stretcher, 
scored the game’s next basket before sputtering. “I don't know 
what it will take before they put a stop to it,” said Boeheim, 
who witnessed a similar incident two years ago in a game 
against Georgetown. “There have been too many accidents.” 
Kerry Trotter scored 21 points, including a jumper with 114 
minutes remaining that put the Warriors ahead for good. 

Most of the top Big Ten teams stayed at home and whipped 
mediocre opponents. . . . Illinois survived a seven-minute scor- 
ing drought when Loyola of Chicage reeled off 20 straight 
points to overcome an 11-point, second-half deficit and level the 
Ramblers, 74-69. . .. Freshman Marty Simmons collected 19 
points and 10 rebounds as Indiana whipped Illinois State, 54-44, 
for the Hoosiers’ 10th straight Indiana Classic title... . Guard 
Steve Reid scored 15 of his game-high 21 points in the second 
half to propel Purdue to a 65-54, come-from-behind victory over 
Youngstown State. . . . Michigan raced to a 21-point first-half 
lead on its way to an 84-63 drubbing of Detroit. . . . Forward 
Tony Campbell had 19 points and 10 rebounds as Ohio State 


rallied for a 73-69 overtime win against Ohio. Earlier, Campbell 
contributed 29 points as the Buckeyes trounced Tulane, 80-57. 

Drake rallied from 12-point deficits in each half and (ook 
Iowa State into overtime before surrendering its 12-year home 
dominance over the Cyclones, 79-72. . . . Surprising Hlinois-Chi- 
cago continued to raise eyebrows with a 91-85 success against 
Southwestern Athletic Conference favorite Alcorn State... . 
Butler was off to its best start (5-1) in 35 years before bowing at 
Ball State, 73-68. ... Bradley dressed only nine players in a 73-55 
setback at Valparaiso and had five players foul out. Still, the 
referees let Roosevelt Davison play the final 14 seconds after 
fouling out so the Braves could field a full team. 


NEAR WEST: Sour Lemons 


Oklahoma City Coach Abe Lemons had his team walk off the 
court with seven seconds remaining at North Texas State, giv- 
ing the Eagles a 66-61 win. Lemons was assessed a technical 
foul after complaining that the referees would not recognize 
the Chiefs’ intentions of fouling a particular player. Oklahoma 
City was given one minute to return after leaving the court, but 
when it did not respond, officials ended the contest. 

The memories still delight fans of Chaminade, a school of 900 
students in Honolulu that shocked then-No. 1 ranked Virginia a 
year ago. The magic wasn’t there, however, for the Silver- 
swords when they dropped an 87-78 decision to Missouri. The 
Tigers shot 74 percent from the floor in the first half and led by 
as many as 25 points after intermission before Chaminade 
went on a 16-2 spurt. 

Michael Young scored a total of 46 points and Akeem Abdul 
Olajuwon added 43 as host Houston pounded Stetson, 92-71, and 
Princeton, 65-40, to capture the Kettle Classic crown... . SMU 
kept pace with Houston, at least in the won-loss column (7-1), 
by winning the Dallas Morning News Classic. . . . Guards Steve 
Harris and Ricky Ross teamed for 41 points as unbeaten Tulsa 
(6-0) erased a five-point second-half deficit and won at Oklaho- 
ma State, 91-79. ... Lamar posted a pair of impressive victories 
on the road. The Cardinals knocked Weber State from the un- 
beaten ranks, 58-55, then whipped host Evansville, 87-71, in the 
final of its holiday tourney. 


EAST: Tarnished Reputation 


Excluding mighty Georgetown, the Big East Conference's 
image was tainted as many of the league’s members suffered 
losses to teams that are considered less than heavyweights. In 
addition to Syracuse's setback at Marquette, the following Big 
East schools bottomed out: Villanova, Pitt, Connecticut and 
Seton Hall. . .. Villanova fell against Philadelphia Big Five rival 
LaSalle, 90-80, as Chip Greenberg dished out nine assists for the 
Explorers. . . . Pitt star Clyde Vaughan hit only six of 20 field- 
goal attempts in a 56-53 loss at West Virginia. . . . Seton Hall 
couldn't overtake unbeaten St. Peter’s, 71-60. . .. Massachusetts 
edged Connecticut, 67-65, in overtime on Donald Russell's layup 
with no time remaining. Massachusetts was coming off an 88-56 
reversal at Duke, the 26th consecutive road loss for the Minute- 
men. 

Boston College kept the week from being a total disaster for 
the Big East by frustrating Holy Cross, 87-85. Jay Murphy tossed 
in 31 points and Michael Adams chipped in with 25, including a 
pair of decisive free throws with five seconds left, for the 
Eagles. . . . Julian McKelly’s school-record 10 blocked shots 
were in vain as St. Francis (N.Y.) succumbed to Fordham, 77- 


WHERE THEY PLAY 


December 24—Kentucky at Illinois, Boston College at Maryland. 

December 25—Chaminade® vs, Fresno State and Houston vs, Louisville in 
Chaminade Classic. 

December 26—Toledo at Detroit, Rutgers vs. Seton Hall at Meadowlands. 

December 27—Auburn vs. Wake Forest and Jacksonville® vs, Villanova in 
Gator Bowl Tournament; Baylor vs. Illinois State and Duquesne vs. Pitt® in 
Golden Triangle Classic; Davidson vs, Miami and Marquette* vs. McNeese 
State in Milwaukee Classic; Air Force vs. Vanderbilt® and South Florida, vs. 
Texas A&M in Music City Invitational; Arizona vs, Texas Tech and Michigan 
vs. UTEP in Sun Bowl Classic; Fordham vs. St. John’s and Iona vs, North 
Carolina in ECAC Holiday Classic; Boise State vs. Oregon State, Portland vs, 
Washington State, Cornell vs. Oregon and Gonzaga vs. Robert Morris in Far 
West Classic; UAB vs. Pacific, Navy vs. Tennessee, Duke ys. SMU and Ha- 
waii* vs. Holy Cross in Rainbow Classic, Loyola (IL) at California, TCU at 
Colorado, Pepperdine at Tulsa, Cleveland State at Northwestern. 

December 28—Ark.-Little Rock vs. Oklahoma City® and Oklahoma vs. 
Texas-San Antonio in All-College Tournament, Arizona State vs. Penn State 
and Connecticut® ys. Columbia in Connecticut Mutual Classic, Alabama vs. 
Michigan State and Georgia Tech* vs. Nebraska in Cotton States Classic, 
Penn vs. Providence* and Rhode Island vs. Temple in Fleet Classic, Florida 
vs. Southwestern Louisiana and Kansas vs. Tulane* in Sugar Bow! Classic, St. 
Peter’s at Arkansas, Minnesota at Detroit, Illinois vs. Missouri at St. Louis, 
Purdue vs. Kentucky at Louisville, Brigham Young at UCLA. 

December 29—Army vs. Toledo* and Eastern Michigan vs. Lamar in 
Blade-Glass City Tournament, Alaska-Anchorage vs. Santa Clara* and Ohio 
State vs. St. Joseph's in Cable Car Classic, East Tennessee State vs. San Diego 
State* and Virginia vs. Washington in Cabrillo Classic, Central Florida* vs. 
Stetson and Cincinnati vs. South Carolina in Citrus Bowl Classic, Ball State 
Indiana* and Boston College vs. lowa State in Hoosier Classic, lowa vs. USt 
and Memphis State vs. Mississippi State in Winston-Tire Classic, Cal-Irvine vs. 
Weber State and Texas vs. Utah* in Utah Classic, Old Dominion vs. Virginia 
Commonwealth and Richmond vs. Virginia Tech in Times-Dispatch Tourna- 
ment, Dayton* vs. Yale and Oklahoma State vs. Wisconsin in Merrili Lynch 
Classic, George Washington vs. LaSalle and Maryland* ys. Randolph-Macon 
in Maryland Invitational, Xavier at Georgia. 

December 30—Loyola (Ill.) at Colorado, Minnesota al Montana State. Mar 
quette at Northern Illinois, Evansville at Pepperdiwe, Alcorn State at UTEP, 
Georgetown at Nevada-Las Vegas, Oral Roberts at Bradley. . 

December 31—DePaul at Creighton, Western Michigan at Stanford. 

January 1—Vanderbilt at LSU, St. Louis University at Drake. 


*Indicates tournament host team. 
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Basketball’s 


. Backwaters 


A Blessing 


By NICK PETERS 


BERKELEY, Calif.—It’s not easy to be a gifted basketball 
player and still toil in anonymity, yet that’s practically a fact of 
life on the Pacific Coast if you don't attend a basketball power- 
house like UCLA, Oregon State or Nevada-Las Vegas. 

Basketball stars from this region have the added problem of 
games ending long after Eastern and Midwestern newspapers 
(and their readers) have gone to bed. Thus, even a spectacular 
performance usually goes unnoticed except on the Pacific 
Coast. 

Such is the case for San Diego State’s Michael Cage and Cal 
State Fullerton’s Leon Wood. The two talented seniors rank 
among the top dozen players in the nation, if making the cham- 
pion U.S. Pan American Games squad is a criterion, but few 
people are aware of that. 

Cage and Wood perform in relative obscurity because they 
receive minimal television exposure. As a result, even fans in 
most parts of California can better relate to North Carolina, 
Kentucky and Indiana players than to a pair of standouts who 
command little attention outside San Diego and Fullerton, a 
sprawling community south of Los Angeles. 

The 6-9, 225-pound Cage, who entered the season as the na- 
tion’s career rebound leader (11.5 average in 84 games) among 
active players, has an added handicap. San Diego State, though 
a stone’s throw from the Pacific Ocean, plays in the Western 
Athletic Conference, which is based in the Rockies. Conse- 
quently, he’s not a West Coast player even by NCAA district 
standards, so he receives little publicity outside the WAC. 

Wood is a 6-3, 190-pound playmaker who averaged 18.1 points 


: Cage set a school record with 26 rebounds against LaSalle. He 


“h 


San Diego State’s Michael Cage (left) and Cal State 
Fullerton’s Leon Wood perform in relative obscurity. 


“TJ wanted to go away where I’d have room to grow as a tantly opted for Arizona. Before long, he pined for home, realiz- 
person. I had never been out West, so it appealed to me. I didn’t ing he’d made a mistake. But it was too late, If he were to 
want the Pac-10. I wanted to go where I could make a signifi- transfer to UCLA, the Pac-10 would have required him to sit out 
cant impact.” two years. Instead, he switched to CSF and had to redshirt only 

It didn’t take long. A few games into his freshman season, one year. 

Like Cage, Wood made a sudden impact. The Titans were 
was the nation’s No. 3 rebounder that season, averaging 13.1, 4-23 his redshirt year, but won 10 of their last 13 games to finish 
and he duplicated that feat with a 12.6 average as a junior. The 18-10 when he was a sophomore. They finished 21-8, with an 


while setting an NCAA assist record of 319 last season. He plays 
in the giant shadow of UCLA and the Pac-10. Despite a surge to 
prominence by the Pacific Coast. Athletic Association, of which 
CSF is a member, there is a myopic tendency in these parts to 


regard the Pac-10 major and the other leagues minor. 


But don't shed any tears for Cage and Wood. They're mature, 
level-headed young men who know where they're going, espe- 
cially-in. basketball. They are secure despite the slights. More- 
over, it was their choice to attend schools not well known for 


basketball prowess. 


Cage could have taken the easy way out following a sensa- 

tional schoolboy career in which he played on West Memphis 

™, (Ark.) High teams that won 90 games in a row. Unlike prep 
teammate Keith Lee, who merely crossed the Mississippi and 
attained instant recognition at neighboring Memphis State, 

Cage wanted to establish an identity away from his possessive 


parents. 


“T had to get away,” said Cage, who averaged 26.4 points and 
12.6 rebounds per game and shot over 70 percent from the floor 
in the Aztecs’ first five games. “I grew up in a very tight-knit, 


religious family and my mom and dad had a hold on me. 


Aztecs, 6-21 before Cage, quickly improved to 15-12, 20-9 and 


~ 18-10 with him and Coach Smokey Gaines. 


Cage still didn’t get much ink, but his inspired play didn't 
escape the attention of numerous coaches. He was invited to 
the Pan American tryouts, along with 57 others, and proved he 
belonged with the best by notching one of the 12 spots on the 
team. Lee was among those cut. 

“T was a little nervous,” Cage admitted. “I looked around at 
all the talent and my eyes bugged. All the stars who had all that 
TV exposure and all the magazine write-ups were there. I felt 
like a minority. 

“J was under pressure to survive and it prodded me. I think I 
surprised a lot of people. I knew I had to be a role player, so I 
concentrated on rebounding. I was ready.” 

Wood, California’s all-time high school scorer as a Santa 
Monica prep, was reared virtually on the UCLA campus. It was 
a foregone conclusion he would become a Bruin, but it wasn’t 
to be. The youngster was close to Larry Farmer, then a UCLA 
assistant, but Farmer was bypassed and Larry Brown was 
named head coach during Leon’s senior year. 

Crushed because his friend didn’t get the job, Wood reluc- 


NIT berth, last season. 

As a junior, Wood topped the nation with 11.0 assisis per 
game, not bad for a youngster who entered college witha repu- 
tation as a gunner who had to have the ball. 

“The lack of publicity kind of bothered me at first, but now 
it’s no big thing,” said Wood, who powered CSF to.a 6-1 start 
this season by averaging 26.8 points and 7.3 assists. “When I 
was in high school, the Pac-10 was the taik of the town, but I 
have no regrets.being at Fullerton. I believe the PCAA is just as. 
tough now. Fresno State won the NIT last season and Las 
Vegas was No. 1 for awhile.” 

The redshirt year may have been a blessing in disguise for 
the backcourt whiz. Had he not transferred, Leon probably 
would be playing pro ball now, missing an opportunity to play 
in the Olympic Games, practically in his backyard. “That defi- 
nitely would be a dream come true,” Wood said. 

If Wood and Cage realize their dreams, ail that hard work 
without much recognition will have been worth it. If they make 
it to Los Angeles with the U.S. Olympic squad, maybe their 
names finally will become more than lines of agate type in 
newspaper box scores. 


Knight the Best in Olympic Gold Quest 


ST. LOUIS—Unit- 
ed States Olympic 
officials did not let 
politics intrude in 
the spring of 1982 
when they ad- 
dressed the delicate 
issue of selecting a 
basketball coach for 
the ’84 Games in DAVE DORR 
Los Angeles. 

.The inescapable 


conclusion reached by the U.S. Olympic Committee was that 
Indiana University’s Bob Knight was the best possible choice. 
He was recommended to the USOC by sound basketball men, 
who were not swayed by conflicting reports of what happened 
between a San Juan policeman and Knight in the 1979 Pan- 
American Games. The climate in San Juan at the time was 
hostile and anti-American. Knight, coach of the U.S. team, was 
jailed and it is possible that the furor of the San Juan matter 


will bubble up briefly in Los Angeles. 


Not many will pay much attention to it, least of all the Olym- 
pic officials, who believe Knight was railroaded in San Juan 
and publicly have said as much. Knight is their man and they 
stand by their decision in the face of several broadsides fired 


by critics of Knight. 


I'd bet my mortgage on Knight. He is Henry Iba’s man, too. 

“Bobby Knight knows as much basketball as anyone right 
now,” said Iba, who coached two U.S. teams that won gold 
medals (’64 in Tokyo and ’68 in Mexico City) and a third U.S. 
team that met a bizarre fate in '72 in Munich in a controversial 


51-50 loss to the Soviet Union. 


“This is an important Olympics,” said Iba. “There’s a reason 
why it is—what went on in previous Olympics. Here’s the whole 
thing about it. We must be sure we pick the best possible team. 
Up to now the people who have put ‘USA’ across their chests 
have done a good job for us. We want men who can compete 
the way we want American teams to compete. 

“Let me tell you something. It must be a team game, not an 
individual game. We'd better be sure we understand one an- 
other. My heart and soul are in the Olympics and I know 
Knight is a terrific basketball man. He'll work his head off to do 
a good job.” 

He already has. It is a million-dollar gold medal the U.S. will 
be chasing in L.A. Knight and his coaching staff are being 
backed by the largest Olympic basketball budget in history 
and, as a result, they will have a team that is well prepared. 

The commitment to a gold medal in ‘84, after America was 
denied an opportunity to win in ‘80 because of the Carter ad- 
ministration’s boycott of the Moscow Games, could not be 
more intense. - 

“When people find out how sophisticated Bob’s organization 
is, they're really going to be surprised. It’s down now to where 
he’s concerned about the design of the uniform,” said Iowa 
Coach George Raveling, one of Knight's assistants. Knight's 
other assistant is Dayton’s Don Donoher. Vanderbilt’s C.M. 
Newton is team manager. 

With the financial assistance of the Amateur Basketball As- 
sociation/USA, the governing body of the sport in this country, 
Knight's staff has assembled a library of 100 videotapes of 
every important game played by foreign teams in the last four 
years and a notebook with 100 pages of analyses of the best 10 
foreign teams and their top players. The money has enabled 
the American coaches to scout more teams abroad than ever 


before, to film more games and, in short, to leave no stone 
unturned in the quest for a gold medal. 

In the old days, there was no need to spend a lot of money on 
U.S. Olympic teams. The U.S. never lost a game until 1972. We 
were so Superior, in fact, that the: American pubiic paid only 
minimal attention to Olympic basketball. Meanwhile, we were 
busy teaching the rest of the world our sport as a goodwill 
gesture and we taught it so well that the world has caught up 
with us. Our budget for the 72 Games was $200,000. Compare 
that to the $1 million we have allocated to go for gold medais 
for the American men and women in '84. The price we are 
willing to pay is a carryover from the aborted '80 Games. 

“We worked for four years to play the Russians in Moscow,” 
said Bill Wall, executive director of ABA/USA. “Everything we 
did led up to having to face Vladimir Tkachenko (the Soviets’ 
7-4 veteran center) and his buddies at home. We were pre- 
pared; we just didn’t have anywhere to go.” 

The road to L.A. begins with the Olympic Trials in Blooming- 
ton, Ind., April 16-22. From an original group of 48 to 60 players, 
a team of 28 will be“picked and then reduced to 12 and three 
alternates. The final team will return to Bloomington May 15 
for a four-day mini-camp, then will be sent home and brought 
back June 15 for a month of training. On July 15 the team will 
go to San Diego for two weeks of workouts with NBA Summer 
League teams. : 

Knight has asked coaches of the last six Olympic teams to be 
in Bloomington in April as observers and consultants. They are 
Pete Newell (60), Iba ('64, 68 and 72), Dean Smith (76) and 
Dave Gavitt (’80). A 

The committee that selects the team will be chaired by Ga-~ 
vitt. A significant change in the selection process will give 
Knight a larger voice than previous coaches had. 
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Bruins’ Keans Leads a Goalie Revival 


NEW YORK— 
Some of the sea- 
son's best goaltend- 
ing has come from 
some of the most 
unlikely sources. 
Goalies, in fact, 
have represented 
some of the biggest By 
changes—and big- PAT CALABRIA 
gest surprises—in a 
season that has 
been remarkably free of earthshaking developments. 

Oh, Wayne Gretzky, Peter Stastny and Bryan Trottier are 
again making headlines for their scoring and the New York 
Islanders and Edmonton Oilers are occupying their usual lofty 
positions. The Kings are getting crowned, New Jersey is bedev- 
iled and St. Louis has the Blues. But some careers have been 
revived, with goalies the foremost opportunists. 

“One thing about a goalie,” New Jersey’s Glenn Resch said, 
“you can lose it and think you've lost it forever, and then three 
weeks later you feel like you can do anything. Nobody else is 
like that because nobody stands out there in front of the net, all 
alone.” 


The evidence is mounting in support of Resch’s theory. In 
the Prince of Wales Conference alone, goalies who are enjoy- 
ing a revival include Boston’s Doug Keans, Pittsburgh's Denis 
Herron and Glen Hanlon of the Rangers. 

In an astonishing domination of NHL statistics, in fact, Wales 
Conference teams recently occupied the top eight positions in 
goaltending averages and 10 of the top 14. The range of careers 
restored to places of eminence include goalies ripening into 
elder statesmen, goalies plucked from obscurity and goalies 
finally seeming to recover from injury and misfortune. 

Long maligned as flakes and players who dabbled in odd 
superstitions, some resurrected goalies now are proving un- 
commonly reliable. And they're grateful. 

“This could be the best thing that’s ever happened,” said 
Doug Keans, who has helped keep the Bruins afloat in the 
Adams Division. Claimed on waivers in June from Los Angeles 
after appearing in only six games for the Kings, the 25-year-old 
Keans had every reason to expect he would wind up in the 
minors while the Bruins used Pete Peeters, last year’s Vezina 
Trophy winner, and either Marco Baron or Mike Moffat. 

Then there was a turn of events: Moffat was sent to Hershey, 
Baron was loaned to Moncton and Peeters conked his head on 
the crossbar and was knocked unconscious and forced from the 
lineup. It was just the break Keans needed. He proved to be 


Without a Goalie, Kings Fans 
Can’t Blame Perry for Fiasco 


EDMONTON— 
There are nights 
when Don Perry 
must feel like the 
captain of the Titan- 
ic. No matter how 
often he changes 
the deck chairs, the 
ship has been listing 
for a month now 
and it’s going down. 

The Los Angeles 
Kings’ coach is helpless. His forwards have been caught up the 
ice in their enthusiasm to score, the defense has sprung contin- 
ual leaks, and his goaltending tandem of Mike Blake and Gary 
Laskoski is too new to the NHL to be able to stem the tide of 
shooters. The result has been a tidal wave of 6-4, 7-5 and 8-6 
losses, almost a month of futility in which the Kings didn’t win 
a game. 

It’s been so frustrating to the long-suffering fans in Los An- 
geles that five of them were handing out a boycott message 
before the Kings’ 4-4 tie with New York Islanders on December 
7 and a subsequent 6-4 loss to Quebec. Spearheaded by UCLA 
journalism student John Birke, the group handed out fliers— 
with pictures of General Manager George Maguire and Perry 
—at the door to the Forum, canvassed the press box, the park- 
ing lots, just about everywhere. They want the fans to stay 
away from a December 21 game against Calgary to emphasize 
their dismay with the way Owner Jerry Buss is letting the team 
slide. 

Here's a sampling of their message: 

“Why does Jerry Buss continue to field a hockey team that 
sets new standards of ineptitude every game? Why does he 
allow the incompetent general manager and head coach to 
destroy the team? Why do the Kings find themselves further 
from contention than ever? 

“The answer is simple: Jerry Buss knows the Los Angeles 
fans will pay his price no matter how bad a team he delivers. 
Let’s tell Jerry Buss we won't stand for the mediocrity he’s 
made a tradition of. Boycott this upcoming game.” 

The fans seem just as mad as Peter Finch was in the movie 
“Network.” But their anger may be misplaced. Blame Buss for 
having blinders on when it comes to his hockey team; he cer- 
tainly doesn’t wait to act with his NBA Lakers. Blame Maguire 
for trading his No. 1 draft choices and making some bad deals, 
for not getting an experienced goalie somewhere, somehow. 

Don't blame Perry for not winning. He’s an unwitting victim. 
He’s the same hard-working coach who rallied the Kings to a 
shocking playoff victory over the Edmonton Oilers two years 
ago. In this case, Perry’s hands are tied. Until he gets a major 
league goalie, he’s doomed to failure. 

The Kings have some good people up front,in Marcel Di- 
onne, Charlie Simmer, Dave Taylor, Bernie Nicholls, Jimmy 
Fox, rookie Brian MacLellan, some industrious checkers like 
J.P. Kelly, and two strong defenders in Brian Engblom and Jay 
ers But you don’t win in the NHL when all the games are 6-4 
or 7-5. 

The Kings need a goalie and what they have are two under- 
trained kids in Blake and Laskoski. 

Buss can’t see the problem, though. When asked how he re- 
sponded to fans wanting to boycott a Kings game, he became 
serious and said only, “It’s a free country.” Indeed it is, but the 
Kings are averaging less than 10,000 fans a game and the team 
is off to its worst start in 12 years. Yet Buss is either being very 
patient or very loyal to his employees by not acting. 

“If I would have fired George, that would mean we don’t 
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have the talent,” said Buss. In Buss’ eyes, the Kings have the 
guns and the horses, but they merely lack “confidence.” Can 
confidence be the problem three years in a row? Regardless, 
Buss remains unfailingly close to Maguire, a gruff G.M. who did 
make a good deal getting Engblom from Washington for Larry 
Murphy, but whose track record is spotted with mistakes—like 
trading No. 1 draft picks for Jerry Korab and Rick Martin, 
selections that turned out to be Phil Housley and Tom Sarr 
so. And he traded a third-round draft pick for goalie Markus 
Mattsson, who's in the minors. 

Perry, a genuinely likable fellow, has been given a vote of 
confidence from Buss. “There 
will relieve Don Perry of his 
team has problems and this i f 
not the time to get rid of one uss, early in Decembe: 

But even so, Perry is walking a tightrope. “There's nothing 1 
can do about it. I'm not a person who dwells on it,” said Perry. 
“Since I started coaching, I've aly noWn 2 coAa yb is 
the line every night. I've lived with that for 18 years. © 
it could happen. You can’t change a whole team around. 

“Jerry Buss has been very patient. I don’t think you could 
work for a better owner. We meet almost every night after 
games, it’s almost a ritual.” It’s become a soul-searching ses- 
sion lately, though. Even Buss was seen shaking his head as he 
shook hands in the dressing room after the 6-4 loss to Quebec 
December 10. “I can’t understand it . . . tough times, eh?” said 
Buss, as he talked to the players. 

* * * 

Lou Nanne has been the butt of some funny lines by some 
NHL teams, particularly Philadelphia, for some of the trades 
he wants to make. In the long run, Nanne usually makes good 
deals: He consistently gets good players, and one of these days 
he’s going to get the right mix of flashy skaters and grinders. 
His team struggled in the early part of the season, but the 
North Stars have come on in the last month. “They're loaded 
with talent,” said Islanders captain Denis Potvin, after a tough 
4-2 win over the North Stars December 10. 
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well worth the $100 he cost General Manager Harry Sinden. He 
went 6-3-1 in his first 10 appearances and saw action in 12 of the 
team’s first 25 games. He held Hartford and Minnesota to a 
single goal each—both coming in the third period—and one of 
his losses was to Buffalo in a game in which the Sabres scored 
just twice before adding an empty-netter. The scenario in Pitts- 
burgh was similar as Herron expected to back up the much 
sought-after Michel Dion, an all-star two years ago and a hero 
in the team’s near-upset of the Islanders in the playoffs, New 
Coach Lou Angotti told Dion before the season: “You can play 
as much as you want.” 

But when Dion faltered early in the season, the Penguins 
turned to Herron. At 31, Herron likes to think he is aging grace- 
fully, and he had five of the lowly Penguins’ six victories to 
prove it, He shut out Washington in one game and suffered 
three losses in which his teammates could manage a total of 
only two goals. 

Now Dion, a talented, quotable, flashy goalie is biding his 
time while Herron handles most of the workload. 

Another veteran enjoying a renaissance is Glen Hanlon, 
whose career seemed to be dwindling after two trades in less 
than a year. Knee injuries hobbled him and cut into his playing 
time in Vancouver, where Hanlon once was brilliant. Shipped 
to St. Louis in March 1982, he did little with the Blues and was 
dealt to the Rangers last January. 

Hanlon slowly was worked into the lineup behind Eddie Mio, 
finally establishing enough faith in management’s mind that it 
was able to deal Mio to Detroit in the Ron Duguay trade. Now, 
Hanlon is the No. 1 goalie. He won over the tough Madison 
Square Garden fans with a 7-0-1 record at home midway 
through December. And he has become a leader on the young 
and energetic Rangers. 

Gerry Hart, the former Islander who played with Hanton in 
St. Louis, still is an interested observer of the New York hockey 
scene. And Hart says: “Hanlon has the ability to get hot the way 
John Davidson did for the Rangers in the 1979 playoffs, and 
that could make the team very tough.” Maybe the success of 
several of the long-forgotten goalies will make general manag- 
ers think twice when they shape trades or scan waiver lists. 

* * * 

The youth movement is already being dismantled in New 
Jersey, where struggling first-round draft choice John 
MacLean has been sent back to his junior club and where vet- 
erans such as Mel Bridgman and Riek Meagher are seeing 
more ice time... . One r : s dealt Kevin 


suffered two years ago. 


WHERE THEY PLAY 


December 22—Minnesota at Boston, Montreal at Queber 
New York islanders, New Jersey at Philadelphia. 

December 23—Minnesota at Hartford, New York Islanders af Washington, 
Chicago at New York Rangers, Pittsburgh at New Jersey, Toronto al Detroit, 
St. Louis at Winnipeg, Calgary at Edmonton. 

December 26—Boston at Buffalo, Montreal at Hartford, New York Rang- 
ers at Pittsburgh, Philadelphia at Washington, Detroitat Toronto, St. Louis at 
Chicago, Minnesota at Winnipeg, Edmonton at Calgary, Los Angeles at Van- 
couver. 

December 27—Hartford at Quebec, Buffalo at Montreal, St. Louis at New 
Jersey. 

December 28—Boston at Calgary, New York Islanders at Los Angeles, 
New York Rangers at Chicago, Detroit at Washington, Toronto at Minnesota, 
Edmonton at Vancouver. 

December 29—Quebec at Buffalo, Detroit at New Jersey, Toronto at St. 
Louis. 

December 30—Boston at Edmonton, Los Angeles at Hartford, New York 
Islanders at Winnipeg, Philadelphia at New York Rangers, Vancouver at 
Calgary. 

December 31—Boston at Vancouver, New York Rangers at Buffalo, Que- 
bec at Montreal, New York Islanders at Minnesota, Washington at New Jer- 
sey, Pittsburgh at St. Louis, Los Angeles at Toronto, Chicago at Detroit. 


January 1—Calgary at Winnipeg. 
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A New Dream 

He says he reads all he can 
about the New York Is- 
landers, But Pat LaFontaine 
doesn’t want anyone to get 
the wrong idea. He wouldn't 
for a minute second-guess his 
decision to pass up a con- 
tract offer from the defend- 
ing Stanley Cup champions 
so that he could play for the 
United States Olympic Team. 

“T’d never second-guess 
that decision,” LaFontaine 
said after a two-goal performance in a 4-3 victory December 16 
against a touring Soviet all-star team in St. Louis. “Besides, that 
decision was made for me a long time ago.” 

When LaFontaine says a long time ago, he doesn't mean a 
couple of months. In fact, he has one particular night in mind— 
February 22, 1980. 

“Tt was my 15th birthday,” Pat recalls. “There was a party at 
my house, and I was sitting in front of the TV, watching the 
game. 

“T still remember Mike Eruzione scoring the winning goal to 
beat the Russians, 4-3, in the Olympics—wrist shot, through a 
screen. I've seen it so many times I’ve got the whole thing 
memorized.” 

LaFontaine was a first-round draft choice of the Islanders 
last June, but they are going to have to wait for him until after 
the Olympics. “I hope they don’t forget about me,” LaFontaine 
said. “I'd sure like to play for them in March.” There’s not 
much chance anyone in the Islanders’ front office will forget 
about him. 

LaFontaine scored six goals and had four assists in the six- 
game series with the Soviet Selects. He and his linemates, Ed 
Olezyk of Chicago (a sure first-rounder in this June’s amateur 
draft), and Dave A. Jensen of Needham, Mass. (a first-round 
pick by Hartford last June), were in on 11 of the 20 goals the 
U.S. team scored as they won the series, three games to two 
with one tie. 

“We know we're in for a tougher match if we meet the Rus- 
sians at Sarajevo,” LaFontaine said. “We know they didn’t 
bring their best players with them for this series. But they are 
Russians, and they are a good team, nonetheless. 

“In this series, we’ve had similar intensity and emotion to 
what we're going to have in the Olympics. It’s been a good 
preparation. It’s been a good test to see how far we've come 
and how far we have to go. We're not kidding ourselves about 
this victory. We still have a lot of work ahead of us. And we 
know it’s the two weeks in February that really count.” 

The victory in St. Louis was a special homecoming celebra- 
tion of sorts for LaFontaine, who was born in St. Louis but has 
returned only once since his family moved to Michigan when 
he was seven. But the standing-room-only crowd of 18,101 was 
something special for all the players to remember. 

“T've never played in front of crowds like these, chanting, 
‘USA! USA!” said Olezyk. “I know I've been a spectator in 
some pretty noisy crowds at the Stadium in Chicago, cheering 
on the Black Hawks. But I’ve never seen anything like this. 

“We know we won't have the home crowds cheering for us 
like the 1980 team did at Lake Placid. But when times get tough 
at Sarajevo, we'll remember the 18,000 people in St. Louis and 
the crowds in Minneapolis, Lake Placid and Cleveland. If we 
get behind a goal or two and seem to be down, I'll remind them 
about this series and the supporters we have back home.” 

Coach Lou Vairo was understandably pleased with the result 
in St. Louis, but he was cautious to accept any of the credit for 
the victory. 

“The bottom line for all coaches and general managers is 
that we're all like jockeys,” he said. “We can teach the players 
all the fundamentals we know, but we're not going to win with- 
out the horses. When Willie Shoemaker wins the Kentucky 
Derby on a mule, then I'll know the jockey makes that big a 
difference. 

“If this team has any success at all, the true credit belongs to 
the players. You know, I could be real dumb fast if about four of 
these players decided to sign professional, contracts, You may 
remember that Casey Stengel was a world champion with the 
Yankees, but he lost 100 games with the Mets.” 


An 80-Game Streak? 


There's a feeling among the Edmonton Oilers’ traveling con- 
tingent that Wayne Gretzky isn’t making any predictions on 
how long he thinks his consecutive game point streak can con- 
tinue because he’s waiting to see if he can extend his National 
Hockey League record 34-game streak to 40 first. Should he 
make it that far, then the feeling is that he might go on record 
as saying that he’d like to get a point in every game this sea- 
son. 

Gretzky told Hotline a few weeks ago that he didn’t think 
any player could be at his best game in and game out because 
of the physical and mental strains of playing an 80-game sched- 
ule. He was especially squeamish when he talked about all the 
travel that is involved, since he is on occasion a self-pro- 
claimed basket case when air travel gets a bit bumpy. But he 
talked about his 30-game point streak in 1982-83 (when he beat 
Guy Lafleur’s:28-game streak) with more than a little interest. 

“A lot of people like to knock Wayne Gretzky for one reason 


By LARRY WIGGE, 
Associate News Editor 


or another,” Wayne said. “But one thing no one is ever going to 
say is that Gretzky didn’t come to play every night. Scoring 
points in every game, whether the streak is 20, or 30 or more 
only serves to prove to those critics that I do come to play 
every game.” 

When No. 99 was asked how long he thought his streak might 
last, he just shrugged his shoulders. But you could tell by the 
twinkle in his eyes and the mischievous little smile on his face 
that he might have something really interesting in store. 

Consider this for a moment, if you doubt that Gretzky could 
score a point in every game this season: He scored in 76 of the 
80 games the Oilers played in 1982-83, and he has scored in 311 
of the 353 games he has played since Edmonton entered the 
NHL in 1979-80. 

Gretzky broke his own record point streak of 30 games when 
he assisted on a third-period goal by Willy Lindstrom, then 
scored his 300th NHL goal in an 8-5 setback to the New York 
Islanders December 13. The next night against the New York 
Rangers, No. 99 had three goals in a 9-4 triumph. He extended 
his streak to 34 games with one goal and five assists in an 8-1 
victory over Quebec December 17 (that gave him more than 
500 assists and 800 points in four-plus NHL seasons) and had 
two goals and two assists in a 7-5 triumph over Winnipeg one 
night later, raising his season totals to 37 goals and 63 assists 
for his fifth straight 100-point season. 

Gretzky's 300 goals in 350 games is the fastest in league his- 
tory, faster than Mike Bossy’s 300 goals in 381 games. Lafleur 
got 300 goals in 516 games, Phil Esposito 564, Marcel Dionne 
582 and Bobby Hull 650. 


Hawks Hope for Early Christmas 


“] thought Santa Claus had arrived early with those three 
goals in the first period,” Chicago Coach Orval Tessier said in a 
postgame synopsis December 16. “I was in heaven. I thought 
we'd get seven or eight goals.” Instead, the Los Angeles Kings 
rallied for a 6-5 victory. 

One night earlier, following a 4-1 loss at St. Louis, Tessier 
pointed out that he had only three players on his roster who 
had 20 points this season. 

“We don’t have any offense,” he said. “We just about have to 
have a shutout on the road to win. Last season, Al Secord 
scored 54 goals. This year, he’s going to be eating Christmas 
dinner with only two goals in nine games.” 

Secord is suffering from shooting pains in his stomach which 
have baffled five doctors the Hawks have hired to review his 
case. Troy Murray is out five weeks with ligament damage to 
his knee. Tom Lysiak is sitting out a 20-game suspension. And 
Curt Fraser is out until February with torn knee ligaments. 

Tessier said others teams had offered to help the Black 
Hawks out with various forwards in trade offers. But, he said, 
just because the Hawks have eight good defensemen doesn’t 
mean they would be willing to give up a Keith Brown or Doug 
Wilson to shore up a position temporarily. . . . Talk about bad 
luck: Edmonton goalie Andy Moog was on top of the world last 
season. But he has stumbled this year. Moog was yanked un- 
ceremoniously in a recent game against Winnipeg. He decided 
he needed some cheering up, so he visited a ward of sick chil- 
dren. Unfortunately, he wandered into a quarantined area, got 
the flu and lost six pounds. ... Terry Martin recently returned 
to the Toronto lineup after a long absence. Martin lost 15 
pounds and was in the intensive care ward in late November as 
a result of food poisoning after eating a roast beef sandwich in 
a New York deli. Teammates Gary Nylund and Greg Terrion, 
who had other sandwiches, also became ill, but not to the same 
extent as Martin. ... The Black Hawks retired Bobby Hull’s 
uniform No. 9 in ceremonies December 18. . . . Doug Wicken- 
heiser and Guy Carbonneau plus Montreal’s No. 1 draft choice 
(Hartford’s pick) to New Jersey for the Devils’ No. 1 draft 
choice is the hottest rumor making the rounds these days. The 
Canadiens will have to do better, however, if they covet Laval 
center Mario Lemieux (projected as the No. 1 draft choice next 
June) as much as they say they do. 


Cigars and Champagne 


Bernie Federko swore to reporters that the night he would 
break Garry Unger’s St. Louis record of 575 points would be no 
EGR than any other day at the office. Oh, how wrong he 
was! 

Federko, in fact, was up all night December 12. He wasn’t 
worrying about the record, however. His wife, Berna, rushed 
him out of bed at midnight. A little more than nine hours later, 
they were the proud parents of DuStin Patrick Federko, their 
second son. 

But daddy wasn't finished for the day. He still had to play the 
Chicago Black Hawks that night. And a goal in the first period 
gave Federko the record. 

“I know I said the day wasn’t going to be anything special, 
but I was wrong,” Federko said. “I was on a high all day. I only 
got a couple hours of sleep. But who needs sleep when all this 
stuff is pumping through you? 

“T got to watch the whole delivery, and the doctor let me cut 
the umbilical cord.” 

Federko is off to his best start ever, with 20 goals and 25 
assists after 32 games. 

“The last time we had a good season, Berna gave birth to. our 
first son,” Federko said after the Blues whipped Chicago, 4:1, 
December 13. “I guess I could suggest that we haye a baby 
every year, but I don’t think Berna would go for it.” ; 


Rooting for Mr. T 


In Vancouver, they're calling Tony Tanti “Mr. T.” He already 
has 25 goals and could be headed for 50. There’s-at Jeast one 
guy on the Canucks who's hoping he gets 50. 

“T hope he becomes a 50-goal scorer and gets info the 
$200,000 bracket,” said Tiger Williams recently. “Maybe then 
he'll stop borrowing my TV and stereo.” .. , After starting the 
season with seven straight losses, the Washington Capitals fi- 
nally reached the .500 level at 16-16-2 with a 5-0 triumph over 
Los Angeles December 18. Behind Al Jensen’s fourth shutout of 
the season, the Caps finally got even after going 0-6-1 in seven 
previous tries at evening their record. . . .One night Rod Lang- 
way and his Washington teammates would just as soon forget 
during the long climb to .500 was a 9-4 beating by Philadelphia 
December 15. The Flyers had three shorthanded goals—by 
Mark Howe, Miroslav Dvorak and Ilkka Sinisalo—during a 
seven-goal second period. “I feel like 1 want to find a hole and 
bury myself,” said Langway, the NHL's best defenseman last 
season, ... Winnipeg’s Dale Hawerchuk couldn't have picked a 
better time to snap out of his slump when he poured in three 
goals and added three assists to equal a Jets record with six 
points in an 8-4 victory over Toronto December 14. Willy Lind- 
strom previously had six points in one game in 1982 for Winni- 
peg. The same night, veteran center Tim Young reached the 
500-point level. Three nights later, Doug Smail set a Winnipeg 
record with his fourth shorthanded goal in one season. ... The 
Islanders’ Butch Goring’s four-goal game against Edmonton 
December 13 was the second four-geal game in his career. He 
first accomplished the feat 10 years ago while playing in Los 
Angeles. Teammate Bryan Trottier got his 900th career point 
in the same game. . . . Times were tough on goaltenders during 
the week. The tip of the ring finger on Edmonton goalie Grant 
Fuhr’s right hand was broken, and he will be sidelined for at 
least 10 days. Boston backup netminder Doug Keans had sur- 
gery on his left knee following a victory over Hartford Decem- 
ber 15. He will be sidelined indefinitely. And the Pittsburgh 
Penguins were warming up G.M. Eddie Johnston in the press 
box late in their 3-1 loss at Montreal the same night. Michel 


? 


(NHL statistics on Page 45) 


Dion was forced from the game with a badly bruised coliar- 
bone five minutes into the third period when was he was hit by 
a Greg Paslawski slap shot. Denis Herron replaced Dion in 
goal, and he suffered a broken finger while stopping a slap shot 
from Mats Naslund. But Herron finished the game. .. . Agent 
Brian Burke said that free-agent goalie Bob Mason's interest in 
Signing with the New Jersey Devils has lessened since the 
firing of G.M. Billy MacMillan. However, the Devils may be teo 
worried about signing the Team USA netminder. Veterans 
Chico Resch and Ron Low are doing quite well, thank you. 
Resch, in fact, recorded his 26th career shutout with a 2-0 deci- 
sion at Minnesota December 17. Resch stopped 41 shots, includ- 
ing several from point-blank range, while the Devils killed off a 
10-minute match penalty when defenseman Bob Hoffmeyer 
slashed Minnesota’s Brian Bellows in the back of the neck late 
in the first period. . . . Steve Shutt scored two goals in Montre- 
al's 6-3 win over St. Louis December 17, and he had a glorious 
chance at netting his 400th career goal. But the veteran left 
wing was thwarted on a penalty shot by Mike Liut late in the 
second period. . . . Buffalo's Ric Seiling scored his 300th career 
point, and Bob Bourne of the Islanders reached milestone goal 


No. 200. 
THROUGH GAMES OF DECEMBER 18 
WALES CONFERENCE CAMPBELL CONFERENCE 
PATRICK DIVISION NORRIS DIVISION 
W. L. T. Pts. GF GA T. 
N.Y. Islanders... 22 2 46150 112 4 oo ane 138 
i 5 41 148117 2 30119 133 
4 38 133 130 4 30 130 137 
ss a a or 5 29134 151 
4 24109 
2 le 93145 sitions 
ADAMS DIVISION SMYTHE DIVISION 
- T. Pts. GE GA W. L. T. Pts. GF GA 
2 44148 97 Edmonton 3 5120237 
4 44134120 Vancouver... 3 311% 137 
3 37 157 127 5 29 1h 127 
2 32124 126 % 26 197 157 
3 25 108 123 6 26 341 166 
Game of Monday, Dec. 12 Games of Friday, Dec. 16 


Winnipeg 4, New Jersey 1 
Vancouver 5, Calgary 3. 


Games of Saturday, Dec. 17 
Chicago 5, Boston 2. 

NY, Istanders 7, N.Y. Rangers } 
Detroit 3; Philadelphia 3 (ot) 
Edmonton 8, Quebec 1. 

Buffalo 4, Hartford 1 

Montreal 6, St. Louis 3. 

Los Angeles 6, Pittsburgh 5. 
Washington 3, Toronto 2 

New Jersey 2, Minnesota 0. 


Games of Sunday, Dec. 18 
Buffalo 3, Vancoiwer 2 

Detroit 3, Phitadeiphia 31a) 
Pittsburgh 3, Toronto S lot 
Washington 

Boston 5, Chi 
Edmoaten 7, Wianpeg 5. 


New Jersey 7, N.Y. Rangers 3. 


Games of Tuesday, Dec. 13 
Pittsburgh 3, Hartford 2. 

Los Angeles 7, Detroit 5. 

N.Y. Islanders 8, Edmonton 5. 

St. Louis 4, Chi is 

Vancouver 6, Quebec 2. 


Games of Wednesday, Dec. 14 
New Jersey 3, Buffalo 3 (ot). 
Edmonton 9, N.Y. Rangers 4 

Winnipeg 8, Toronto 4. 

St. Louis 4, Minnesota 4 (ot) 

Los Angeles’6, Chicago 5. 

Calgary 4, Quebec 2. 


Games of Thursday, Dec. 15 


Boston 4, Hartford 2 
Montreal 3, Pittsburgh 1 


Philadelphia 9, Washington 4 
WY, IsundefS Detroit 2 
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Camel Lights. 
Kiya eve 
Camel taste. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking !s Dangerous to Your Health. 


College 


Schedules, 


Results 


1983 results in boldface. 


AIR FORCE ACADEMY 

Colorado Springs, Colo. © Ken Hatfield 
Sept. 3) Colorado State 3413 
Sep! 10 Texas Techt® 2% 13 
Sept 17 Wyoming 7 4 
Sepl. 24 Brigham Youngt 2 46 
Oct 8 Navy 44 17 
Oct. 15  Texas€l Pasot 7B 
Oct 22 taht 3 21 
Oct. 29. Amyt al 20 
Nov. 5 Hawai 45° 10 
Nov. 19 Notre Dame B 2 
Dec. 3. San Diego State 87) 
ALABAMA, UNIVERSITY OF 

Tuscaloosa, Ala. ° Ray Perkins 
Sept 10 ‘Georgia Techt 2 7 
Sent 17. Mississippit 40 0 
Sept 24 Vanderbilt? 44 8 
Oct. 1 Memphis Statet 44 13 
Oct 8 Penn State 23 34 
Oct 15 Tennessee? MA 
Oct 29. Mississippi Statet 35 18 
Nov. 5 Louisiana State® 32 26 
Nov. 12 Southern Mississipprt 2 16 
Noy, a Boston College 13 20 
Dec Auburn 20 23 
SSrhan Aa 

Foxboro, Mass. 

ARIZONA, UNIVERSITY OF 

Tucson, Ariz. ° Lary Smith 
Sept. 3. Oregon Statet® 50 6 
Sept. 10. Uteht® 3 0 
Sept. 17, Washington State 45 6 
Sept. 24 Fullerton Statet® 37 10 
Oct 1 California® 33 33. 
Ocl. 8 Colorado Statet® 52 21 
Oct. 15 Oregont® 10 19 
Oct. 22 Stanford 2 i 
Nov 5 Washinglont 2 2B 
Nov. 12 UCLAT a 28 
Nov. 26 Arizona State® 7 15 
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY 

Tempe, Ariz. e Darryl Rogers 
Sept. 10 Utah Slatet® 39 «12 
Sepl. 17 UCLA® 26. 26 
Sept. 24 Wichita Statet® 444 
Oct 1 Stanford ® au 
Oct 15 Southern California uo 
Oct, 22 Washington Stalet® a 31 
Oct. 29 Florida Statet® 26 29 
Nov 5 California a 26 
Nov. 12 Oregon Statet® 3 3 
Nov. 19 San Jose Statet* 24 17 
Nov. 26 Anzonat® 15 17 
ARKANSAS, UNIVERSITY OF 

Fayetteville, Ark. e Lou Holtz 
Sept 10 Tulsat 7 14 
Sepl 17. New Mexicot® 7 0 
Sept. 24 Mississippi 10 13 
Oct. 1 Texas Chrstian® B 2 
Oct 15 Texas 331 
Oct 22 Houston ma 3 
Ocl 29 Ricet= 30 
Nov 5 Baylort 21 24 
Nov 12 Texas A&M 23 36 
Nov 19° Southern Methodist 07 
Now 26 Texas Tech 16 13 
Little Rock, Ark 

sackson, Mis. 

ARMY (US. MILITARY ACADEMY) 

West Point, NY. ° Jim Young 
Sept 10  Colgatet B15 
Sept. 17 Louswille® 7 31 
Sept. 24 Dartmoutht 13 12 
Oct 1 Harvard 2 24 
Oct 8 Rulgerst 20 12 
Oct. 15 Notre Damet 0 42 
Oct 22 -Lehight 2 13 
Oct 29. Air Force 2 41 
Nov. 5 Boston College 4 34 
Nov. 12. Pittsburgh 7 3 
Nov. 25 Navy 13° 42 
East Rutherford, NJ 

“Pasadena, Cal 

__ AUBURN UNIVERSITY 
© Auburn, Ala, ° Pat Dye 
Sept. 10 Souther Mississippit® 2m 3 
Sept. 17 Texast? 7 20 
Sepl. 24 Tennessee 7 4 
Ocl, 1 Flonda Stalet 2 24 
Ocl 8 Kentucky? 49° 21 
Oct 15. Georgia Tech 32 13 
Ocl. 22) Mississippi Statet 2% 13 
Oct 29. Flondat 2B 2 
Nov. 5 Maryland 35 23 
Nov. 12° Georgia 1B 7 
Dec. 3. Alabamay 23 20 
$Birminghani, Ala 

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY 

‘Waco, Texas Grant Teaff 
Sept 10 Brigham Young? 40 36 
Sepl. 17 Texas El Paso® 2 6 
Senl. 24 Texas Techt® M26 
Oct. 1 Houston® 42° 21 
Oct. 8 Southern Methodist® 26 42 
Oct 15. Texas A&NY® 13°13 
Ocl. 22 Texas Christiant 56 21 
Oct 29° Tulanet 24 18 
Nov. 5 Arkansas 2 21 
Nov 12. Ricet 48014 
Nov, 19° Texas 21 28 
BOSTON COLLEGE 

Chestnut Hil, Mass. ° Jack Bicknel 
Sept 3° Morgan State 45 12 
Sepl 10° Clemsont® 31 16 
Sept 17 Rutgers§ 42 2 
Sept. 24 West Virginat® W 2 
Oct. 1 Temple 18 15 
Oct. 8 Yale 4207 
Oct. 29. Penn States 27 
Nov 5 Army 4 14 
Nov. 12° Syracuse 10 21 
Nov. 19. Holy Crosst 7 7 
Nov, 25 Alabama 20 13 


Cambridge. Mass 
Foxboro, Mass 
§Fast Rutherford. Ni 


938 


7+Home game. 


*Night game. 
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY 
Provo, Utah ° Lavell paar 
Sept 10 Baylor® 36 
Sept 17 Bowling Greent 63 a 
Sept 24 Air Force 46 28 
Oct 1 UCLA 37 35 
Oct 8 Wyoming 41 10 
Oct 15 New Mexicot 66 21 
Oct. 22 San Diego State 47 (12 
Oct 29 Utah Statet 38 3a 
Nov. 5 Texas-El Paso® 3109 
Nov 12 Colorado Statet 24 6 
Nov 19 Ulaht 55 7. 
CALIFORNIA, UNIVERSITY OF 
Berkeley, Calif. ° Joe Kapp 
Sepl. 3 Texas A&M? 19 17 
Sept 10 San Diego State 14 28 
Sepl. 17 San Jose Statet 309 
Oct, 1 Arizonat® 33-33 
Oct 8 Oregon 17 24 
Oct 15 Oregon Stalet 45 19 
Oct 22 UCLA 16 20 
Oct, 23. Southern Calforniat 9 19 
Nov. 5 Arizona Statet 26 24 
Nov. 12 Washington State 6 16 
Now, 19° Stanford 27 18 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
Clemson, S.C. ° Danny Ford 
Sept. 3 Western Carolinat 44 10 
Sept. 10 Boston College® 16 31 
Sept. 17 Georgiat 16 16 
Sept 24 Georgia Techt 41 14 
Oct, 8 Virginiat 42 2 
Ocl, 15 Duke 38 31 
Oct. 22 North Carolina Statet 27 
Ocl. 29 Wake Forestt 24 17 
Noy 5 North Carolina 16 3 
Nov. 12 Maryland 52 27 
Nov. 19. South Catolina 2 13 
COLORADO, UNIVERSITY OF 
Boulder, Colo. ° Bill McCartney 
Sept. 10 Michigan State 7 23 
Sepl. 17 Colorado Statet 3103 
Sep! 24 Oregon Statet 38 14 
Oct. 1 Notre Damet 3°) 2t 
Oct. 8 Missourit 20 59 
Oct 15  lowa State 10 22 
Oct. 22 Nebraska 19 69 
Oct. 29 Oklahoma Statet 14 40 
Nov. 5 Kansas 4M 23 
Nov. 12 Oklahoma 28 41 
Nov. 19 Kansas Statet 38 21 
DUKE UNIVERSITY 
Durham, N.C, ° Steve Sloan 
Sept. 3. Virginia® 30 38 
Sepl. 10 Indiana 10 15 
Sepl 17 South Carotinat a 34 
Oct 1 Miami, Floridat 17 56 
Oct 8 Virginia Tech 1427 
Oct 15 Clemsont 3 38 
Oct. 22 Maryland. 3 38 
Oct. 29 Georgia Techt 32 26 
Nov. 5 Wake Forest 31 21 
Nov. 10. North Carolina Statet- 2 26 
Nov. 19 North Carolina 27 34 
EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 
Greenville, N.C. ° Ed Emory 
Sepl 3. Florida State* 46 47 
Sepl. 10 North Carolina State* 22 16 
Sept 17 Murray Statet® 50 25 
Oct. 1 Missouri 13° («6 
Oct 8 Southwest Louisiana 21 18 
Oct. 15 Temple 2 
Oct 22 Florida 17 24 
Oct, 29 East Tennessee Statet 219. 
Nov 5 Miami, Florida 7 2 
Nov. 12° William & Mary 40 6 
Nov. 19. Southern Mississippi® 0 6 
FLORIDA, UNIVERSITY OF 
ea, Fla ° Charley Pell 
Sept 3 Miami, Flonidat® 2 3 
Sept i Southern Califorma sy by) 
Sept 17 Indiana Statet™ 1) 13 
Sepl. 24 Mississippi State 3 12 
Oct. 1 Louistana State* 07 
Oct. 8 Vanderbilt 23 10 
Oct. 22 East Carolinat 217 
Oct 29. Auburn 21 2B 
Nov. 5 Georgiat 9 10 
Nov. 12 Kentuckyt: m4 7 
Dec 3. Florida Statet 5314 
+acksonville, Fla 
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Tallahassee, Fla. e Bobby Bowden 
Sept. 3 East Carolinat® 47 46 
Sept. 10 Louisiana Stale 40 35 
Sept. 17. Tulane 28 38 
Oct. 1 Auburn 24 27 
Oct 8 Piltsburgh 16 17 
Oct 15 Cincinnalit® 43 17 
Oct 20 Louisville? 51 7 
Oct. 29 Arizona State® 29° (26 
Nov. 5 South Carotinat* 45 30 
Noy. 12. Miam, Flondat® 16 17 
Dec 3. Florida 14 53 
FRESNO STATE UNIVERSITY 
Fresno, Cail ° Jim Sweeney 
Sept 10 Bowling Greent® 27 35 
Sept 17 Nevada-Renat® 24 22 
Sept 24 Pacific, Calitormia® 3414 
Oct 1 Utah State 2 20 
Ocl 8 San Jose Stalet® 23 Al 
Out. 15 Montana State 31 12 
Oct 22 Fullerton Statet® 7 18 
Oct 29. California Poly SLOt 37 
Nov 5 Nevada-las Vegast 1 7 20 
Nov 12 Long Beach State mh sl 
Nov 19 Northern Angonat 30 22 


GEORGIA, EVERSTTY 

Athens, Ga. 

Sept 3 UCLAT® 

Sept. 17 Clemson 

Sept. 24 South Caroknat 

Oct, 1 Mississippi Statet 

Oct. 8B  Mississippt 

Oct 15 » Vanderbilt® 

Oct, 22 Kentuckyt 
Temple 


Flonidat 
‘Auburnt 
Georga Tech 
Hacksonle Fla 


Bios 


GEORGIA TECH 
Atanta, Ga, ° 
Sept 10. Alabamat 
Sept. 17 Furmant 
Sept 24 Clemson 

1 North Carolina 
Oct 8 North Carolina State 
Oct 15  Aubumt 
Oct. 22 Tennessee 
Oct 29° Duke 
Virginia 
Wake Forestt 
Nov. Georgiat 
#Birmingham, Ala, 


= 
Siu 


HOUSTON, UNIVERSITY OF 
Houston, Texas ° 
Sept 1 Rice* 

Sept. 10 Miami, Floridat® 
Sept 17 Lamart? 

Sept. 24 Oregon 

Oct 1 Baylort® 

Oct, 8 Texas ABM 

Oct. 22 Arkansas 

Oct. 29. Texas Christian 
Nov. 5 Texast 

Nov, 19 Texas Techt® 
Nov. 26. Southern Methodist 
FTokyo, Japan. 


ILLINOIS, UNIVERSITY OF 
Champaign, t. e 
Sept. 10° Missouri 

Sept. 17 Stanfordt® 
Sept. 24 Michigan State 


Oct. 1 lowat 

Oct. 8 Wisconsin 

Oct. 15 Ohio Statet 
Oct. 22 Purdue 

Oct. 29 Michigant: 

Nov, 5 Minnesota® 
Nov. 12 Indianat 

Nov. 19 Northwestern 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Bloomington, Ind. ° 
Sept. 10 Duket 

Sept. 17 Kentucky 

Sept. 24 Northwestern 
Oct. 1 Michigan 

Oct. 8 Minnesotat 

Oct, 15 Michigan Statet 
Oct. 22° Wisconsin 

Oct. 29 lowa 

Nov. 5 Ohio Statet 
Nov. 12 Ithnors: 

Nov. 19 -Purduet 

IOWA, UNIVERSITY OF 
lowa City, lowa ° 


Sept. 10  towa State 
Sepl 17 Penn State 
Sepl. 24 Ohio Statet 
Oct. 1 Minas 

Oct 8 Northwesternt 
Oct 15 Purduet 

Oct 22 Michigan 

Oct. 29° Indiana 
Nov. 5 Wisconsin 
Nov. 12 Michigan State 
Nov. 19. Minnesotat 


JOWA STATE UNIVERSITY 

‘Ames, lowa ° 

Sepl. 10 towat 

Sept. 17 Vanderbilt® 

Sept, 24 Colorado Statet 
1 New Mexico Statet 

Oct, 8 Kansast 

Oct 15 Coloradot 

Oct, 22 Oklahoma 

Oct. 29. Missourit 

Nov. 5 "Nebraska 

Nov. 12 Kansas Stale 

Nov. 19 Oktahoma Statet 


KANSAS, UNIVERSITY OF 


Lawrence, Kan. ° 
Sept. 3 Northern Wlinotst 
Sep! 10 Texas Christian® 
Sept. 17 Wichita State 
Sept. 24 Southern California 
Oct. 8 lowa State 

Oct. 15. Kansas Statet 
cl 22 Oklahoma Statet 
Oct. 29 Oklahoma 

Nov. 5 Coloradot 

Nov. 12 Nebraska 

Now 19 Missounrt 
KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 
Manhattan, Kan. e 


Sep. 3 Long Beach Statet 
Sept. 10 Kentucky 

Sepl. 17 Texas Christiant 
Sept. 24 Wyomingt 

Oct. 1 Oklahoma 
Oct 15 Kansas 

Oct 22 Missoun 

Oct. 29 Nebraskat 
Nov. 5 Oklahoma State 
Nov. 12. towa Slatet 
Nov. 19 Colorado 


KENTUCKY, CERN 
Lexington, Ky. 

Sep 3” Central Michgant 
Sept 10° Kansas Statet 
Sepl. 17 ndianat 

Sep 24 Tulanet 

Oct, 8 Auburnt® 

Oct 15. Louisiana State® 
Oct 22 Georgia 

Oct. 29. Cincinnatit® 
Nov 5 Vanderbilt 
Nav 12 Florida 

Nov. 19° Teonesseet 
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ferry 


LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA STATE U. . 


Long Beach, Calif. ° Dave Currey 
Sept, 3 Kansas State* 28 20 
Sept. 10 Fullerton State 19 25 
Sept. 17 Hawair* 23, 2k 
Oct. 1 Texas AbltT™ 45 10 
Oct 8 San Diego State 20 13 
Oct. 15 Pacilic® 2B 16 
Oct. 22 San Jose Statet 9 1B 
Oct. 29 Eastern Washington 7 20 
Nov, 4 Montana 3B 14 
Nov 12 Fresno Statet 3 7 
Nov, 19 NevadaLas Vegas mw 2 
Nov. 25 Utah Statet 6 3 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 

Baton Rouge, La. ° Jerry Set 
Sept. 10. Florida Statet 35 

Sept 37 Rice® 24 it 
Sept 24 Washingtont® 40 14 
Oct 2 Flondat® 31 
Oct 8 Tennessee* 6 20 
Oct 15 Kentuckyt™ 13° 21 
Oct 22 South Carolinat® 2 6 
Oct 29 Mississippi 24 27 
Now 5 AMlabamat® 26 32 
Novi 12 Mississipp» Statet* 26 45 
Nov. 24 Tulane 20) 
fiachson, Miss. 

LOUISVILLE, UNIVERSITY. OF 

Louisville, Ky. ° Bob Weber 
Sept. 3 Southern Methodist® 6 24 
Sept. 10 Western Kentuckyt® 41 22 
Sept 17 Armyt® 3.7 
Sept. 24 Cincinnatit® 31 23 
Oct 1 Virginia Tech 0 3 
Oct. 8 Miami, Florida 14 42 
Oct, 15  Pittsburght® 10 55 
Oct 20 Florida State 7 et 
Nov. 5 Southern Mississippit: 3 27 
Nov 12 Temple 7 4 
Nov. 24 Memphis Statet® 7 45 
MARYLAND, UNIVERSITY OF 

College Park, Md. e Bobby Ross 
Sept-10 Vanderbilt® a 14 
Sept. 17 West Virginiat® 2 31 
Sep! 24 Pittsburght 3° 7) 
Oct, 1 Virginiat 23s) 
Oct. 8 Syracuset. 413 
Oct. 15 Wake Forest 36 33 
Oct 22 Duet B 3 
Oct 29 North Carolinat 28 26 
Nov. 5 Agburn 23 3 
Nov, 12. Clemson 27 82 
Nov 19° North Carolina State 2 6 
MIAMI, UNIVERSITY OF 

Coral Gables, Fla. © Howard Schnellenberger 
Sept. 3. Florida® 3 28 
Sept. 10 Houston, 2a 7 
Sept. 17 Purduet® 3 0 
Sept. 24 _ Notre Damet* 20 0 
Oct, 1 Duke 56 17 
Oct. 8 Louisvillet 42 14 
Oct, 15) Mississippi State 3107 
Oct, 22 Cincinnati y 7 
Oct. 29 West Virginiat 20 3 
Nov. 5 East Carolinat 12 
Nov. 12 Florida State* 7 16 
MICHIGAN, UNIVERSITY OF 

‘Ang Arbor, Mich, ° Bo Schembechler 
Sept. 10 Washington Statet 20 17 
Sept. 17 Washington 24 25 
Sept. 24 Wisconsin 38 21 
Oct. 1 Indianat 43 18 
Oct. 8 Michigan State 42 0 
Oct. 15 Northwesternt 3 0 
Oct. 22 lowat 16 13 
Oct. 29° Minors, 6 16 
Nov. 5 Purduet ’ 42° 10 
Nov. 12  Minnesota® 58 10 
Now 19 Ohio Statet 24 21 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

East Lansing, Mich. @ +—-<George Perles 
Sept 10 Cotoradot 23 17 
Sept. 17 Notre Dame 2B 23 
Sept 24 Minoist lo 20 
Oct 1 Purdue 29 29 
Oct, 8 Michigant O 42 
Oct, J5 Indiana 12 24 
Oct, 22 Ohio State ll 2 
Oct. 29° Minnesotat 4 10 
‘Nov, 5 Northwestern 9.93 
Nov 12 lowat 6 12 
Nov. 19 Wisconsin 0 32 
MINNESOTA, UNIVERSITY OF 

Minneapolis, Minn, ° Joe Salem 
Sept. 10 Rice” 2) 17 
Sept. 17. Nebraskat® 13 84 
Sept. 24 Purduet® 20 32 
Oct 1 Ohio State 18 69 
Oct 8 Indiana 31 
Oct, 15 Wisconsint* 56 
Oct. 22 Northwestern & 19 
Oct. 29° Michigan State W 34 
Nov 5 tthnoist® 23. 50 
Nov, 12 Mictngant® 10 58 
Nov. 19° lowa 10 61 
MISSISSIPPI, UNIVERSITY Me 

Oxtord, Las Bily Brewer 
Sept Memphis state 7 37 
Sept. 0 Tulane 2327 
Sept. 17 Alabama 0 40 
Sept. 24 Arkansas}? 13° 10 
Oct 1 Southern Mississippit a 
Oct 8 Georgiat ll 36 
Oct. 15 Texas Christian 2 7 
Oct, 22 Vanderbittt 21 14 
Oct 29° Louisiana State¢ 27 2h 
Nov 12 Tennessee 13° 10 
Nov. 19° Misstssipp: State¢ 24 23. 
Flnckson. Miss. 

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY. 

Starkville, Miss. ° Emory Beltard 
Sept 3° Tulanet ~ 4 9 
Sept. 17 Navy $* 38 10 
Sep! 24 Floridat 12 35 
Oct Ll Georgia 7 20 
Oct, 8 Southern Mississippit 6 31 
Oct 15 Mian, Flondat 7? 31 
Oct 22. Auburn BB 
Oc. 29° Alabama 18 35 
Nov 5 Memphis Statet 1330 
Nov 12 Lousiana Stale 4526 
Nov 19° Mississipprt 2 24 
flickson, Miss. 


Columbia, Mo, e Warren Powers 
Sept 10 iiinosst 2 18 
Sep. 17) Wisconsin 2 21 
Sepl 24 Utah Statet 10 
Oct 3 East Carohnat 6 13 
Gc, 8 Colorado 9 20 
Oct 15 febeasaat Bow 
Oct. 22 Kansas Statet 30 
Oct. 29. town State 4. 
Nov 5 Onlanomat io 0 
Nov. 12° Onlahoma Statet 16 10 
Nov 18 Kansas a 37 
NAVY (U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY) 
Annapolis, Md. ° Gary Tranquil 
Sept 10. Virginia® 16 27 
Sept. 17 Messrssippi State 10 38 
Sept 24 Lehight. 300 
Oct. 1 Washington 1 27 
Oct 8 Air Forcet 17 44 
Oct 15 Princeton 7 2 
Oct 22 Pittsburgh 4 2L 
Oct. 29. Notre Dame 12 2B 
Nov. 5 Syracuset 7 14 
Nov. 12° South Carolina 7 3 
Nov, 25 Army» 42 13 
flackson, Miss 
“Pasadena, Cal 
NEBRASKA, UNIVERSITY OF 
Lincoln, Neb. ° Tom Osborne 
Aug. 29° Penn State¢™ a 6 
Sept 10. Wyomingt 56 20 
Sept. 17. Minnesota® 4 13 
Sept, 24 UCLAT 42 210 
Oct. 1 Syracuset 63 7 
Oct 8 Oklahoma State 14 10 
Oct 15 Messouri 4 13 
Oct 22 Coloradat 69 19 
Oct. 29 Kansas State 51 25 
Nov. 5. lowa Statet 2 2 
Nov. 12 Kansast 7 13 
Nov. 26 Oklahoma % 2 
$£ast Rutherford, Nu 
NEVADA-LAS VEGAS, UNIVERSITY OF 
Las Vegas, Nev, ° Harvey Hyde 
Sept. 3. Nevada-Renot® 28 
Sept. 10 San Jose State® 2% 31 
Sepl. 17. Pacific, Californiat® 23 7 
Sept 24 Washington Statet 2 41 
Oct 1 Oregon State 35 21 
Oct 15 Hawairt O 23 
Oct. 22 Ulah Statet 2% 10 
Oct, 27 San Diego Statet 2 10 
Nov, 5 Fresno State 20 7 
bed 12. Fullerton State 130 
19 Long Beach Statet a 2 
spokane, Wash 
NEW MEXICO, UNIVERSITY OF 
Nbugquerque, N, M. ° Joe Lee Dunn 
Sept. 3 Utaht* By az 
Sept 10 Tennessee” 6 31 
Sept. 17 Arkansast* 0 17 
Sept. 24 New Mexico State* 31 10 
Oct. 1 North Texas Statet® & 18 
Oct, 8 Texas Tech® 30 10 
Oct. 15 Brigham Young 2 66 
Oct. 22 Hawail® 16 2 
Oct. 29 Colorado State a 
Nov. 5 Wyomingt® Wy Ww 
Nov. ty ‘Texas-El Pasot® 3 0 
Nov. 19. San Diego Statet® ou 
‘itl Rock Ak 
ORTH CAROLINA, UNIVERSITY OF 
Chapel Hal, N.C. ° Dick Crum 
Sept. 3 South Carolina? a 8 
Sept. 10. Memphis Statet 24 10 
Sept. 17 Miami, Oniot 48 17 
Sept. 24 Wiliam & Maryt Sl 20 
Oct 1 Georgia Tech 38 21 
ct. 8 Wake Forestt 30 10 
Oct. 15 North Carolina State 42 14 
Oct. 23. Maryland 26 28 
Nov 5 Clemsont 3 16 
Nov. 12 Virginia Mow 
Nov. 19) Duket 2 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY. 
Raleigh, N.C. e Tom Reed 
Sept 10. East Carolinat® Ie 22 
Sept. 17) Citadelt® 5 0 
Sept. 24 Virginat® 14 26 
Oct, 1 Wake Forest 3815 
Oct. 8 Georgia Techt 10 20 
Oct 15. North Carolinat 14 42 
Oct. 22 Clemson YW 2 
Oct. 29 South Carolina y 3 
No 5 Repstactean Silat 3 7 
Nov. 10 6 27 
Nov, 19 Rovantt 6 2 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY, 
Evanston, til. ° Dennis Grea, 
Sept, 10° Washinglont 0 34 
Sept. 17 Syracuse* 0 3 
Sept. 24 - indiana io 8 
Oct 1” Wisconsint 0 49 
Oct 8 lowa al 61 
Oct. 15 an 0.35 
‘Oct. 22 Minnesotst io 8 
Oct. 29 Purdue 48 
Nov. 5 Michigan Statet 3 9 
Nov. 12 Ohio State 7 55 
Nov, 19) dinoist 2a 56 
WOTRE DAME, UNIVERSITY OF 
Notre Dame, Ind. ° Gerry Faust 
Sept 10 Purdue 82 6 
Sept. 17. Michigan Statet 23 2B 
Sepl. 24 Miamu, Flonda® 0 2 
Oct i Colorado vale: 
Oct. 8 South Carolina® 6 
ct 15 Anmy$ a2 0 
Oct, 22 Southern Californiat a7 6 
Oct. 29 Navyt 2B 12 
Nov 5 Pittsburght , 2 
Nov. 12 Penn State. 2 3 4 
Nov. 19. Air Foroert 22 23 
€ast Rutherford. NJ. 
HIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
Columbus, Ohio e Earle Bruce 
Sept. 10 Oregont a 6 
Sept. 17 Oklahoma 24 14 
Sept 24 lowa mu 20 
Oct, 1 Minnesotat 69 18 
Oct, 8 Purduet 3 2 
Oct. 15 Minors 1317 
Oct. 22 Michigan Statet a ul 
Oct 29° Wisconsint 45 27 
Nov. 5) Indiana 56 17 
Nov. 12 Nosthwesternt Son 
Nov 19 Michigan 2 24 


Norman, Oks. s Gary Switrer 
Sept 10 Stantord 7 
17 Oteo Statot 4 2 
Sep! 24 Tulsat 2 
Oct 1 Kamas State B 10 
Oct B Tease 2 
Oct 15 Ghlahora State a 2 
Oct. 22. lowa Statet sn 
Octi 29 Kansast 6 
Nov. 5 Messout 6 
Nov. 12 Coleradat al 26 
Nov. 26 Nebragkat a 2 
Dec 3 Hawai” a iT 
Dallas, Tee 
DKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Stilwater, Okla * Sareay Sobeson 
Sel. 10 North Texas Slater » 8 
Sept. 17 Caneintali™ rm Uh 
Sept. 20 Texas ABM % 15 
Oct 1 Tulsat 9 0 
Oct, & Nebraskat 10 14 
Oct 15 Oniehomay a a 
Oct. 22 Kansas 27 10 
Oct 29 Colorado a 1 
Nov, 5 Kansas Stater 21 
Now. 12 Missouri 10 16 
Nov. 19° iowa Stale 0 7 
OREGON, UNIVERSITY OF 
Eugene, Ore. ° Rich Brooks 
Sept. 2 Pacific, Calitermat B 2 
Sept 10° Ohio State 6 3k 
Sept 24 Houstort 1 id 
Oct 1 San Jove State* HM 
Oct. 2 Californie} a 17 
Oct. 15 Anzona* 19 10 
Oct. 22 Washington 3 32 
Oct 23 Washington State 7 24 
Nov. 5 UCLAT 13 28 
Nov. 12 Staniord is 7 
Nov 19 Oregon Stalet 0 6 
OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 
Corvallis, Ore. ° Joe/Avezz2no 
Sept, 3  Antona® 5 
Sept. 10) Portland State” sl id 
Sept. 17 Southern Galitorniat* 0 33 
Sept, 24\ Colorado 14 38 
Oct; 1 Nevada-Las Vegast a 35 
Oct, 8 Washington 7M 
Oct 15 California i 45 
Oct. 29° Stantordt 18 
Nov. 5. Washington Statet 9 27 
Nov, 12 Arizona State* 3B 
Nov. 19 Oregon o 0 
PENN STATE UNIVERSITY 
University Park, Pa. ° Joe Paterno 
‘Aug. 29° Nebraskat® 6 4M 
Sept. 10. Cincinnatit 3 14 
Sept 17 lowat w AD 
Sept. 24 Temple 23 1B 
Oct 1 Rutgers BB 
Oct 8 Alabamat 4H eB 
Oct. 15: Syracuse Y 6 
Qcl. 22 West Virgmiat 1B 
Oct. 29° Boston Colleges oa 
Nov. 5 Brownt 2B 2 
be! 12 Notre Damet 4 30 
19 Pittsburgh uM 
Hest Ruthertord, NJ 
Foxboro, Mass, 
PITTSBURGH, UNIVERSITY OF 
Pittsburgh, Pa. ° Serafino Fazio 
‘Sept. 3 Tenmessee* 13. 3 
Sept. 10 Templet 5 0 
Sept. 28 Maryland) 7 i 
Oct 1 West Virginia 2 24 
Oct 8 Florida Slatet 7 16 
Oct 15 Lousviie™ 5 10 
Oct. 22 Navy a 
Oct. 29 Syracuse 1 10 
Nov. 5 Watre Dame a 1 
Nov. 12 Amyt 3% 7 
Nov. 19° Penn Statet a 
PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
West Lafayette, ind. ° ‘Leon Burtnett 
Sept. 10 Notre Damet 6 52 
Sept. 17 Miami. Florida 0% 
Sepl. 24 Minnesota” 2 2 
Oct} Michigan Statet 3 2 
Oct. 8 Ohio State 2 3 
Oct. 15 fowa 19 31 
Oct! 22 Winoist a 
‘Oct. 29 Northwestern} a 
Noy. 5: Michigan 10 a2 
Noy. 12 Wisconsint 38 42 
Nov. 19° Indiana 3 30 
RICE UNIVERSITY 
Houston, Texas ° Ray Abo: 
Sepl. 1 Houston Ih 45 
Sept. 10. 'Minnesotat® WY 2 
Sept. 17 Lowisiana Statet™ 0 24 
Sept. 24 Southwestombayisionat® 22 21 
Oct 1. Texas® 6 42 
Ocl. 8 Texas Christiant® 3 
Oct 15 Texas Tech* 3 Wa 
Oct, 22 Texas AGM 0 2 
Oct, 29 Arkansas$* 03 
Nov 2 Southern Methodist & 2 
Nov. 12. Baylor Ww 
aula foc tk 
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 
‘New Brunswick, NJ. ° Fraak Bers 
Sept, 10 Conneticut 2 5 
17. Boston College? 2 a 
Sept. 24 Syracuse ao 
‘Oct. 1 Penn State B % 
Oct. 8 Army 12 20 
Oct. 15 Colgater Bw 
Oct. 22 Willan Bi Mary 8B 
Oct. 29° Tennessee? oj 
Nov 5 Cincinnat: 7 ae 
Wav. 12 West Virginia 75 
Nov: 18 Templet, Bw 
East Rutherford, NU. 
SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY 
‘San Diego, Calf, ° Ooug Scart 
Sept. 3 Tuisa® 3H 
Sept, 10, Caitorniat Bu 
Sept 17 Utah* 2) 
Sent. 24 Texas-El Paso? 3 
Oct 1 Hawai aa 
i. 8 Long Beach Seer Er 
Oct, 15 Cotorado: State ibs 0 
Oct, 22 Bigham Youngt Ra 
ct, 27 ‘NevadaLas Weaes 10 2 
Nov. 12 Wyomngt a 3 
Now 19 (New Mexico” uu 
Dic 3 Air Forcet 1% 


5 UNIVERSITY etien Madison, Wis. ° 
AM UNIVERSITY NASENEL AG ERSTE DP errieee ° Jirn Walden Morgantown, W. Va. sD Sepl. 10 Nosthern senoist 
SANDS STE MMS Jack Elway totee Sinn, Tens © ‘lacie Sheri Sette Wash Dog Lewes a hae A se 3 Dat B3 Sot 1? Meso 
Cal ° ac Hen Tees } Sepl 10. Northwestern : fis ot 10 Packet 1-24! Whig 
Sait Nevada-Las Vegast® a 4 Sal i dibeiant aoe rl Seo 17 Meta is 4 ri 4 i" rere 6 45 Fa y [a c cl a 1 Northwestern 
Sept 17 California af See Te lates Salete i534 Sept. 24 Lousiana Sta aa ST ee aca a ston a0 bet 8 tosh 
Sept 24 Stanford 23 ‘4 > 03 Oct. 1 Navyt ; Caldornia 17 38 Oc. 1 Pattsburght Oct 15. Minnesota’ 
Oct, 1 Oregont® at Beticids potent 30 7 Gel. 8 Oregon Statet ul Qe, 8. Suen Cal u 8 Oe een Bo et: 1 laa 
ks Ca ea Oct. 15. Baylor 13. 13 Pie sane 2 3 cl. 22 Arizona State® 32 Pea fa ne Oct, 29. Oho State 
Oct 15 Fullerton Statet* 2 10 cl. 22 Orego et ges a : 4 Be ee GIT 
Oct iB Long Beach State if z ot 55 Soothe Methodist, 7 0 Oat 4 vc HS a Oat uh Ea a 3 How 3 tenet a : Nov. B Pardie a} 
Nov. 12. Pathe, Cailormat? 26 30 Nae ng Aansest a 1 Hav. 12 Southern Calornat m4 0 Now 12 Caliorniat Del ae al i 7 Hoy. 19 Michigan 
a . Nov, 19 Texas Christian 6 17 Nov 19 Washington 
19) ‘Arizona State es 3 45 Nov. 19 Washington Statet 
Nov, 26. Soutivestemn Loosanat® 21. 25 Nev 285 Teast Spokane, Wash 
F 
SH EARL, NA Oe ead TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 
Columbia, 8. ° SIRT y wean 
Sept. 3 North Carolinat® $24 Fort Worth, “4 16 16 
Sept 10. Miamy, Ohiot® m4 3 Sept 10 Kansas bycde 
Sept. 17 Duke 31 24 Sepl 17 Kansas Slate 320 
Sept 24 Georgia 13 31 Sepl 24 Southern Metodstt? 17-21 
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Packers-Buccaneers 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 
SCORE BY PERIODS 


3 0 3 3 3-12 
0 3 0 6 o-— 9 


SCORING 

Green Bay—Field goal! Stenerud 35, 2:55 1st. 

Tampa Bay—Field goal Capece 22, 2:29 2nd. 

Green Bay—Field goal Stenerud 32, 14:18 3rd. 
Tampa Bay—Armstrong 4 pass from J. Thompson 

(kick failed), 7:27 4th. 
Green Bay—Field goal Stenerud 23, 14;32 4th. 
Green Bay---Field goal Stenerud 23, 4:07 OT. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
Green Bay Tampa Bay 
21 12 


33-95, 28-93 


Green Bay.. 
Tampa Bay 


First downs 
Rushes-Yards 


Passing yards. 268, 146 
Sacked- Yards lost 2-10 3-25 
Return yards.. 47 hs 3% 
Passes 24-36-3 12-23-3 
Punts. 4-43.0 4-393 
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 2-0 
Penalties-Yards, 5-45 8-71 


Time of possession 34:59 
Attendance— 50,763, No-Shows—16,269. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS. 

Rushing—Green Bay, Huckleby 8-29, Ellis 9-29, 
Clark 11-38, Meade 2-minus 2, Dickey 3-1; Tampa 
Bay, Carver 22-83, Thompson 3-8, Armstrong 2-6, 
House 1-minus 4. 

Passing—Green Bay, Dickey 24-36-3—278; 
Tampa Bay, Thompson 12-23-3—171. 

Receiving -Green Bay, Meade 3-35, G. Lewis 3-33, 
Ellis 4-27, Coffman 4-53, Huckleby 3-24, Jefferson 
2-23, Clark 2-26, Epps 2-33, Lofton 1-24; Tampa 
Bay, Carver 3-45, Armstrong 5-67, House 2-20, T. 
Bell 2-39. 

Kickoff Returns—Green Bay, T. Lewis 2-26, Huck- 
leby 2-40; Tampa Bay, Morton 3-53, Owens 1-0. 

Punt Returns—Green Bay, Epps 2-20; Tampa Bay, 
T. Bell 3-8. 

Interceptions—Green Bay, Scott 1-12, Lee 2-15; 
Tampa Bay, Reese 1-0, Reece 1-29, Cotney 1-0. 

Punting—Green Bay, Scribner 4-43.0; Tampa Bay, 
Garcia 4-393. 

Field Goals—Green Bay, Stenerud 4-4; Tampa Bay, 
Capece 1-2 (missed: 35). 

Sacks- Green Bay, Cumby, E. Johnson, Boyd; 
Tampa Bay, Spradlin, Cannon. 


Broncos- Chiefs 


DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 


Denver... Row Ab) 3 Oo 14-17 
Kansas City. el 7 10 10-48 
SCORING 


Kansas City L. Smith 58 interception return (Lowery 
kick), 1:07 1st. 

Kansas City Carson 48 pass from Kenney (Lowery 
kick), 7:13 Ist. 

Kauisas City Scott 17 pass from Kenney (Lowery 
kick), 10;00 Ist. 

Deiwer Field goal Karlis 24, 2:39 2nd. 

Kansas City Brown 2 ruin (Lowery kick), 10:33 2nd. 

Kansas City Field goal Lowery 38, 8:00 3rd. 

Kansas City Brown 6 run (Lowery kick), 12:50 3rd. 

Kausas City Field goal Lowery 43, 3:04 4th, 

Denver Willhite 1 run (Karlis kick), 6:03 4th, 

Denver Willhite 2 rum (Karlis kick), 6:25 4th. 

Kansas City Paige 23 pass from Blackledge (Lowery 
kick), 13:07 4th, 


TEAM STATISTICS 

Denver Kansas City 
First downs. 15 7 
Russies- Yards 25-94 33-91 
Passing yards 164 268 
Sacked-Yards lost 0-0 1-9 
Return yards. 153 200 
Passes 15-37-4  17-34-0 
Punts 6-318  — 5-31.0 
FumblesLost 2-1 24 
Penulties-Yards 1-15 6-56 
Tinie of possession 26:26 33:34 


Attendance 11,377.No-Shows 26,337. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing Denver, Winder 12-34, Willhite 7-25, 
Myles 3-24, Elway 3-11, Poole 1-0; Kansas City, 
Browi’16-51, B. Jackson 6-24, Ricks 8-11, Kemey 

5. 

‘Passing Denver, Elway 13-34-4 143, Kubiak 2- 
3-0 21;Kansas City, Kenney 11-24-0161, Black- 
ledge 6-10-0116. 

Receiving Denver, Winder 4-20, Odoms 3-43, 
Watson 2-7, Thomas 1-44, Willhite 1-19, Poole 1-12, 
gloff 1-7, Sampson 1-3; Kansas City, 
, Brown 5-51, Paige 3-74, B. Jackson 2- 
35, Hancock 2-32, Scott 1-17, 

Kickoff Returis Denver, Wilson 3-35, Thomas 5- 
84, Studdard 1-8; Kansas City, Hancock 1-13, Cherry 
1-31, Lindstrom 1-0. 

Punt Returns Denver, Thomas 1-26; Kansas City, 
J.T. Sinith 4-45, 

Interceptions Kansas City, L. Smith 1-58, Bryant 
1-19, Green 2-34, 

Punting Denver, Prestridge 6-31.8; Kansas City, 
Arnold 5-31.0. 

Field Goals Denver, Karlis 1-1; Kansas City, 
Lowery 2-2. 

Sacks Denver, Woodard. 


Chargers-Raiders 


DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 


u oO 7 0 14 
u 6 3 14 30 


SCORING 
San Diego Duckworth 40 pass from Luther (Ben- 
irschke kick), 7:20 1st. 
Los Angeles Allen 8 run (Bahr kick), 8:34 1st 
Los Angeles Field goal Bahr 21, 1:09 2nd. 
Los Angeles Field goal Bahr 32, 14:45 2nd. 
Los Angeles Field goal Bahr 28, 3:44 3rd. 
oi Diewo Muncie 2 run (Benirschke kick), 12:57 
rd. 


Sani Dieyo.. 
Los Angeles Raiders. 


Los Angeles—Branch 4. pass from Plunkett {Bahr 
kick}, 1:12 4th. 
Los Angeles—Alten 5 run (Bahr kick), 7:47 4th. 


TEAM STATISTICS 


San Dieyo Los Angeles 
First downs 8 23 
Rushes-Yards 
Passing yards. 
Sacked- Yards lost 
Return yard: 
Passes 
Punts 


Fumbles-Lost 4 20 
Penalties- Yar: 11-86 11-71 
Time of possessior 1) 33:04 


mn 26:51 
Attendance~-57,325. No-Shows—7,454. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—San Diego, Muncie 18-78, Brooks 3-5; 
Los Angeles, Allen 16-72, King 11-36, Hawkins 7-25, 
Pruitt 1-2, Branch 1-20. 

Passing—San Diego, Luther 20-36-1—236; Los 
Angeles, Piunkett 21-30-1332, 

Receiving—San Diego, Winslow 5-40, Joiner 3-41, 
Duckworth 2-54, Sievers 2-24, Muncie 5-43, Brooks 
3-34; Los Angeles, Christensen 8-136, Branch 6-93, 
Alien 5-49, Barnwell 2-54, 

Kickoff Returns—San Diego, Brooks 4-79, Jackson 
2-47, Sievers 1-6; Los Angeles, Montgomery 3-60. 

Punt Returns—San Diego, Brooks 2-4; Los Angeles, 
Pruitt 3-47. 

Interceptions—San Diego, King 1-19; Los Angeles, 
McElroy 1-2. 

Punting= San Diego, Buford 6-49.5; Los Angeles, 
Guy 3-49.7. 

Field Goals—San Diego, none attempted; Los An- 
geles, Bahr 3-3. 

Sacks— San Diego, Ackerman; Los Angeles, Town- 
send. 


Jets-Dolphins 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 

SCORE BY PERIODS 
7 0 7 0-14 
7 7 3 17-34 


SCORING 

Miani Duper 29 pass from Strock (yon Schamann 
kick), 3:18 Ist 

New York —McNeil 20 pass from Todd (Leahy kick), 
10:13 Ist. 

Miami Overstreet 2 pass from Strock (von Schamann 
kick), 0:55 2nd. + 

New York —Barber 5 pass from McNeil (Ryan run), 
7:16 3rd. 

Miami Fietd goal von Schamann 49, 13:48 3rd. 

Miami Field goal von Schamann 20, 4:16 4th. 

Miami Kozlowski 35 interception return {von Scha- 
mann kick), 4:22 4th, 

Mianii Kozlowski 38 interception return (von Sctia- 
manu kick), 5:22 4th. 


TEAM STATISTICS 


New York Jets 
Miaini... 


New York Miami 
First downs 4 25 
Rushes- Yards 20-71 40-182 
Passing yards, 197 144 
Sacked-Yards lost 4-38 3-30 
Return yard 43 107 
Passes 20-37.2 16-301 
Pinit 8-373 5-460 
Fuimibies-Lost 5-2 1-1 
Penialties-Yar 10-117 7-48 
Time of possession 0 34:53 


25:07 
Attendance -59,975. No-Shows—15,082. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing New York, McNeil 11-45, Barber 1-2, 
Dierking 2-6, Lewis 4-18, Todd 2-0; Miami, Nathan 
9-44, Franklin 13-39, Clayton 1-0, Overstreet 15-96, 
Bennett 2-3. 


Standings 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
FINAL 
EASTERN DIVISION 
Chit WwW. L. T. Pet. Pts, Opp. 
iami. 12 4 O .750 389 250 
8 8 O 500 274 289 
8 8 O .500 283 351 
7 9 O 438 264 
7 9 0 1438 313 331 
CENTRAL DIVISION 
Chib Wey Caste Pct VERS a0) 
Pittsburgh 10 6 O 625 355 303 
Cleveland 9 7 O 562 356 342 
Cincinnati : 346 302 
288 460 
Pts. Opp. 
442 338 
403 397 
302 327 
358 462 


Kansas City 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
THROUGH GAMES OF DECEMBER 18 
EASTERN DIVISION 

LT. Pet. Pls. Opp. 
2 0 875 541 332 
3 0 800 462 318 
7 1 531 374 428 
Philadelphia 5 al 0 313 233 322 
New York Giants... 3 12 2 219 267 347 


L. 


Chicago. 
Minnesots 
Tampa Bay 
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New Orlean: 
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Passing New York, Todd 19-36-2—230, McNeil 
1-1-0—5; Mianu,.Strock 16-30-1—174 

Receiving—New York, Dlerking 4-27. Jones 3-61, 
McNeil 4-47, Lewis 3-38, Shuler 3-30, Barber 1-5, 
Walker 1-10, Gaffney 1-17; Miami, Hardy 1-3, Moore 
1-17, Johnson 5-42, Duper 4-71, Rose 2-10, Over- 
street 2-22, Nathan 1-9. 

Kickoff Returns—New York, Brown 6-97; Miami, 
Walker 1-34, 

Punt Returs—New York, Springs 1-7, Miami, Clay- 
ton 2-0, 

Interceptions—New York, Ray 1-42; Miami, Koz- 
towski 2-73. 

Puiting—New York, Ramsey 8-37.1; Miami, Roby 
5-48.0. 

Field Goals—New York, none.attempted; Miami, von 
Schamann 2-3 (missed; 37). 

Sacks—New York, Crable, Bennett, Lyons; Miami, 
Baumhower 3, Charles ¥2, Bowser 4. 


Patriots-Seahawks 
DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 


New England. 
Seattle..... 


SCORING 
Seattle—Field goal N. Johnson 29, 10:39 Ist. 
Seattle—Largent 46 pass from Krieg (N. Johnson 
kick), 8:08 2nd. 
New England-—-Ramsey 33 pass from Eason (kick 
failed), 13:12 2nd 
Seattle—Doornink 16 pass from Krieg (N. Johnson 
kick), 10:05 3rd. 
Seattle—Krieg 2 run (N, Johnson kick), 7:00 4th. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
New England Seattle 
First downs. 21 
Rushes- Yards... 26-112 39-170 
Passing yards. 198 
Sacked- Yards fost... 3-29 5-32 


Punts. 5-47.6 6-412 
Fumbles-Lost .. 2-1 1-0 
Penalties- Yards. 3-30 7-84 
Time of possession. 27:26 32:34 


Attendance—59,688. No-Shows—5,191. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—New England, Collins 12-48, Tatupy 8- 
36, Kerrigan 1-14, R. Weathers 3-10, Eason 2-4; 
Seattle, Warner 26-116, C. Bryant 5-17, Doornink 
3-14, Dixon 3-12, Krieg 2-11. 

Passing—New England, Eason 10-22-1—104, Ker- 
rigan 6-14-2——72; Seattle, Krieg 13-21-0—230. 

Receiving—New England, Morgan 4-37, Tatupu 4- 
36, Ramsey 3-52, Collins 2-14, Starring 1-16, Jones. 
1-11, C. Weathers 1-10; Seattle, Largent 7-133, 
Young 2-62, Doornink 2-23, H. Jackson 1-9, C. Bryant 
1-3. 


Kickoff Returns—New England, R. Smith 1-28, 


Jones 1-15; Seattle, Dixon 2-60. 


Punt Returns—New England, R. Smith 2-22; Seat- 
tle, Johns 3-32 
Interceptions—Seatile, Easley 1-15, D. Brown I- 


Punting—New England, Camarillo 5-47.6; Seattle, 
West 6-41.2. 


Field Goals—New England, none attempted; Seat- . 


tle, N. Johnson 1-2 (missed: 29). 
Sacks—New England, Adams 2, Tippett, Nelson, 
James; Seattle, Green 3. 


Bengals- Vikings 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 
SCORE BY PERIODS 
Cincinnati 0 ps 7 0-14 
Minnesota 0 7 Oo 13—20 
SCORING 


Minmesota -Jordam 2 pass from Wilson (Ricardo kick), 
10:12 2nd. 

Cwcinnati —Ross 7 pass from Anderson (Breech kick), 
13:44 2nd. 

Cincinnati—Kinnebrew 2 run (Breech kick), 7:32 3rd. 

Minnesota—Gatbreath 2 run (Ricardo kick), 

Minmesota—Galbreath 2 run (kick blocked), 5: 


TEAM STATISTICS 

Cincinnati Minnesota 
First downs. * 16 
Rushes- Yards - 31-141 33-156 
Passing yard! 2: i02 
Sacked-Yards lost . 3-19 3-22 
Return yards. 102 92 

Passes. 26-43-1 16-29-2 

Punts 4-433 4.47.0 
Fumibles-Lost .. 3-1 1 
Penalties-Yard 10-74 2-21 
Time of possession. 09 2751 


eye 
Attendance —51,565. No-Shows—10,545. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing Cincinnati, Alexander 11-42, Johnson 5- 
14, Anderson 2-14, Kinnebrew 11-59, Tate 2-12; 
Minnesota, Redwine 2-4, Galbreath 19-88; Nelson 5~ 
62, Young 4-6, Wilson 3-minus 3. 

Passing Cincinnati, Anderson 26-43-1—257; Min- 
nesota, Wilson 16-28-2—124, Dils 0-1-0—0. 

Receiving—Cincinnati, Johnson 1-8, Curtis 6-76, 
Kreider 9-109, Ross 5-37, Tate 1-2, Alexander 3-12, 
Verser 1-13; Minnesota, Galbreath 3-24, Nelson 5-44, 
Lewis 1-3, Redwine 1-4, Jordan 2-15, McCullum 3- 
33, Young 2-1. 

Kickoff Returns~ Cincinnati, Simmons 3-76, Horton. 
1-5; Minnesota, Redwine 1-34, Netson 2-58. 

Punt Returns Cincinnati, Simmons 3-21. 

Interceptions-- Cincinnati, Riley 2-0; Minnesota 
Swain 1-0. 

Punting Cincinnati, McInally 4-433; Minnesota, 
Coleman 4-47.0, 

Field Goals Cincinnati, Breech 0-3 (missed: 35, 44, 
52); Minnesota, none attempted 

Sacks Cincinnati, Williams 2, Edwards; Minnesota, 
Martin 2's, Elshire, Blair t2. 


Giants-Redskins 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 

SCORE BY PERIODS 
3 3 7 3—22 
7 <l7-31 


New York Gi 
Washingtoir.. 


gal 
», 73, Glaquiato 1-5, Didier 3-5, Warren 2-27. 


Packers Dismiss Starr 
After Missing Playoffs 


GREEN BAY—One day after suffering “the most discouraging defeat I've 
ever experienced,” Coach Bart Starr of the Green Bay Packers found that 
discouragement could be taken yet one step further. 

On December 18, Starr's Packers were beaten by the Chicago Bears, 23-21, 
as a last-minute field goal ended Green Bay playoff hopes. On December 19, 
less than 24 hours later, Starr was dismissed as Packers coach: One year 


remained on his contract. 


Starr had been at the helm of the Packers since 1975, compiling a record of 
52-76-3 in nine seasons. In only two of those years—1978 and 1982—did the 


Pack finish with winning records. 


This year’s Packers had been a wildly erratic club, sometimes displaying 
brilliance, sometimes ineptitude. The Packers managed to defeat the defend- 
ing Super Bowl champion Washington Redskins and lose to the lowly New 
York Giants within a span of four games. 


‘Starr defended his record. 


"T’ve had to learn on the run,” he said. “I’m just getting started. The 
Packers have a much better product than they did when they signed me nine 


years ago.” 


Club President Robert Parins was contrite in the dismissal announcement. 
Although Starr was “synonymous with the Green Bay Packers,” said Parins, 
the time had come to seek a “fresh look.” 


SCORING 

New York—Field goal Haji-Sheikh 20, 5:32 Ist. 

Washington—Brown 17 pass from Theismann (Moseley 
kick), 1:39 2nd. 

New York—Field goal Haji- Sheikh 39, 6:55 2nd. 

New York—Field goal Haji-Sheikh 19, 11:39 2nd. 

New York—Field goal Haji-Sheikh 45, 14:59 2nd. 

New York—Morris 6 pass from Rutledge (Haji-Sheikh 
kick), 6:58 3rd. 

SST eR Ore ect 3 run (Moseley kick), 12:27 

rd. 

Washington—Field goal Moseley 46, 2:18 4th, 

New York—Field goal Haji+Sheikh 28, 5:47 4th. 

Washington—Didier 7 pass from Theismann (Moseley 
kick), 8:58 4th, 

Washiogton—Riggins 2 run (Moseley kick), 13:23 4th. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
New York Wasanginn 


24-79 32-1A2 
306 


First downs, 
Rushes-Yards 


Passing yards. 142 
Sacked- Yards lost 2-18 6-32 
165 124 

24-47-1 16-28-4 

3-39,7 5-40.6 
4-3 1-0. 
Penaities-Vards. 6-65 8-53 


Time of possession. < 29:43, 30:17 
Attendance—53,874. No-Shows—1,171_ 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


Rushing—New York, Woolfolk 10-10, Morris 13- 
69, Rutledge 1-0; Washington, Riggins 30-122, Theis- 
mann 2-20, 

Passing—New York, Rutledge 24-47-1—324; 
Washington, Theismann 16-28-4—173. 

Receiving—New York, Gray 6-60, Scott 3-35, Ed- 

ji Wiliams Bind, Morris 1-6, Mowatt 
.; Washington, Brown 5-63, Monk 5- 


Kickoff Returns—New York, Morris 4-84, Heater 
1-21; Washington, Evans 6-109. 

Punt Returns—New York, Shaw 4-51; Washington, 
Giaquinto 1-0, 

Interceptions—New York, Jackson 2-2, Currier 1- 
7, Taylor 1-0; Washington, Dean 1-15, 

Punting—New York, Jennings 3-39.7; Washington, 
Hayes 5-40.6. 

Field Goals—New York, Haji-Sheikh 5-6 (missed: 
44); Washington, Moseley 1-1. 

Sacks—New York, Taylor 3, Martin, Merrill, Sally; 
Washington, Coleman, Liebenstein 42, Kaufman ¥3. 


Buccaneers-Lions 
DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 
7 6 0 7—20 
0 10 3 10—23 
SCORING 


Tampa Bay—J. Belt 4 pass from J. Thompson (Warnke 
kick), 13:47 Ist. 

Detroit Sims 3 run (Murray kick), 4:58 2nd. 

Detroit—Field goa! Murray 34, 12:11 2nd. 

Tampa Bay—House 20 pass from J. Thompson (kick 
failed), 13:48 2nd. 

Detroit —Field goal Murray 36, 4:33 3rd. 

Detroit Field goal Murray 38, 6:08 4th. 

Detroit Chadwick 6 pass from Danielson (Murray 
kick), 12:28 4th, 

Tampa Bay —Carter 13 pass from J. Thompson ( Yarno 
kick), 13:43 4th, 


TEAM STATISTICS 
Tampa Bay, Detroit 
21 19 


First downs... 
Rushes-Yards 24-84 © 32-131 
Passing yards 9 207 
Sacked- Yards lost 3:24 216 

4 

28-42-1 18-280 

3-403 

Fumibles-Lost 1 22% 
Penalties- Yards, 0-0 4-20 
Time of possession 29: 30:46 


14 
Attendance— 78,392. No-Shows—2,246. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing Tampa Bay, Carver 23-44, J. Thompson 
1-0, Detroit. Joiies 14-69, Sims 15-56, Bussey 1-6, 
Danvetson 2-0. 

Passing Tampa Bay, J. Thompson 28-42-1—373; 
Detroit, Hivpte 9-15-0—-60, Danielson 9-12-0143, 
Jones 0-1-0—0, 

Receiving ~ Tampa Bay, Howse 6-136, Carver 8-67, 
Carter 5-82, J. Bell 3-49, T, Bell 1-14, Tyler 1-36, 


Armstrong) 1-5, Witte 1-5; Detroit, Sims 5-81, Jones. 
5-38, Chadwick 4-46, Rubick 2-2, L. Thompson 2- 


23, Nichols 1-14 
Kickoff Returns—Tampa Bay, Owens 4-47, Middle~ 


ton 1-10, Armstrong 4-10;Detrolt, Hall 2-51, Jenkins 
Punt Returns—Tampa Bay, T. Bell 1-7, Holt 1-0; 
Detroit, Martin 1-5. 
Interceptions—Detroit, Gobb 1-13, 
Punting—Tampa Bay, Garcia 3-34.7; Detroit, Black 
3-40.3. 
Field Goals—Tampa Bay, Warnke 0-2 (missed? 29); 
Detroit, Murray 3-4 (missed: 55). 
Sacks—Tamps Day, Brantley, Logan; Detroit, 
Green, Cofer, English 


‘Rams-Saints 
DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 


Los Angeles Rams... 2 7 2 1026 
New Orleans... ul oO 7 W284 
‘SCORING 


New Orleans—Groth 12 pass from Stabler (Andersen 
kick), 9:18 Ist 
Los Angeles—Safety, Stabler tackled ia end awe, 
Alist 
Los, Angeles—Eliard 72 punt return (Lansfort kick), 
3:21 2nd. 
Los Angeles—Johnson 31 interception return (Lans- 
ford kick), 1:31 3rd, 
preeieds a Witson 1 run (Andersen kick), 12:02 
rd. 


New Orleans—Field goal Andersen 20, 248 4th. 

Los Angeles—Cromwell'43 interception return (Lans- 
ford kick), 4:50 4th. 

New Orleans—Korte fumble recovery in end zone (An- 
dersen kick), 12-13 4th. 

Los Angeles—Field goal Lansford 42, 14:58 4th. 


TEAM STATISTICS, 
Los i a New Orleans 
1 18 


20-78 
160 


First downs... 
Rushes- Yards 
Passing yards. 


Sacked- Yards lost 215 
204 

15-31-1 

8-48.4 
Fumbles-Lost 3-20 
Penalties-Yar 9-92 


Time of possession: 22:02 
Attendance—70,148. No-Shows—1,324, 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—Los Angeles, Dickerson 19-80, Ferraga- 
mo 1-minus 2; New Orleans, G. Rogers 32-124, T. Wil- 
son 6-18, Gajan 4-12, Duckett 2-minus 16, D, Witson 
1-1, W. Witson 2-3. 
Passing—Los Angeles, Ferragamo 15-31-i—175; 
ie Grieans, Stabler 8-14-1—95, D. Witson 3-8-1 — 


Receiving—Los Angeles, Farmer #47Ayendard 3 
40, Dickerson 3-16, Redden 1-7, Guman 3-27, Barner 
1-11) New Orleans, Brenner 3-40, Goodlow 2-36, 
Groth 3-35, Rogers 1-3, Scott 2-17, 

Kickoff Returns—Los Angeles, Eliard 2-44> New 
Orleans, Duckett 4-64, Mauti 1-8. 

Punt Returns—Los Angeles, J. Johnson 1-0, Ellard 
4-86; New Orieans, Groth 3-32. 

Interceptions—Los Angeles, 1. Johnson 2-31, 
Cromwell 1-43; New Orleans, Stemrick 1-26. 

Punting—Los. Angeles, Misko 8-48,4; New Orleans, 
Erxlebeit 3-40,0, Merkens 4-36,0. 

Field Goals—Los Angeles, Lansford 1-1; New Or- 
leans, Andersen 2-1, 

Sacks—Los Angeles, Ja. Youngblood 2, Jeter: New 
Orleans, Jackson, Paul. 


Bills-Falcons 
DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 
Bulfalo. 0 7 o 7-4 
Avanta 3 14 7 731 


SCORING 


Atlanta ~ Field goal Luckburst-40, 9:07 Ist. 
Atlanta—Cox 7 pass from Bartkowski (Luckhurst 
kick), 0:04 2nd. 
spon Rig 10 run (Luckhurst kick), 2233 
a 


Buffalo. Tuttle 13 pass from Ferguson'{Daneto kick), 
soe 


(Continued on Page 4i, Column 1) 
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Atlanta—Andrews 1 run (Luckhurst kick), 6:46 3rd. 

Atlanta—Andrews 6 pass from Bartkowski (Luckhurst 
kick}, 10:37 4th 

Buffalo—Dawkins 28 pass from Kofler (Danelo kick), 
14:16 4th. 


TEAM STATISTICS 

Buffalo Atlanta 
First downs. 14 25 
Rushes- Yards... 12-34 41-243 
Passing yards 243 151 
Sacked-Yards lost 6-61 L6 
Return yards.. 125 27 
Passes 20-32-0 
Punts. 5-41.2 
Fumbles-Lost 4-2 
Penalties- Yards, 8-80 
Time of possessio 37:00 


_ 23:00 
Attendance—31,015, No-Shows—25,217. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Buffalo, Cribbs 7-22, Leaks 3-6, Fergu- 
son 2-6; Atlanta, Andrews 28-158, Riggs 9-61, B. 
Johnson 2-11, Bartkowski 1-10, Cain 1-3. " 

Passing—Buffalo, Ferguson 14-33-2—179, Kofler 
8-10-0—125; Atlanta, Bartkowski 20-32-0—157. 

Receiving—Buffalo, Tuttle 6-103, Dawkins 4-59, 
Franklin 3-46, Cribbs 3-43, Moore 3-19, Barnett 2- 
19, Riddick 1-15; Atlanta, Andrews 7-49, B. Johnson 

4, Cox 3-21, Robinson 2-15, Bailey 1-14, J. Miller 

lodge 1-5. 

Kickoff Returns—Buffalo, Riddick 3-57, V. Williams 
3-56; Atlanta, Riggs 2-18, 

Punt Returns—Buffalo, Riddick 4-12; Atlanta, B. 
Johnson 4-9. 

Interceptions—Atlanta, Butler 1-0, Pridemore 1-0. 

Punting—Buffalo, Cater 6-42.3; Atlanta, Giaco- 
marro 5-41.2. 

Field Goals—Buffalo, Danelo 0-1 (missed: 45); At- 
lanta, Luckhurst 1-1. 

Sacks—Buffalo, B. Williams; Atlanta, Curry, Rade 
Ya, Merrow, Frye, Yeates, Pitts 142. 


Oilers-Colts 


DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 


3 0 0 
3 7 3 


SCORING 
Houston—Field goal Kempf 34, 7:20 1st. 
Baltimore—Field goal Allegre 48, 12:36 1st. 
Baltimore—K. Anderson 71 interception return (Al- 
legre kick), 7:56 2nd. 
Baltimore—Field goal Allegre 37, 14:16 3rd. 
Houston—Dressel 7 pass from Luck (Kempf kick), 
4:33 4th. 
Baltimore—Beach 12 pass from Pagel (Allegre kick), 
13:04 4th. 


Houston. 
Baltimore 


TEAM STATISTICS 


Houston Baltimore 
First downs. 25 14 
Rushes-Yards .. 34-125 39-188 
Passing yards. 236 27 
Sacked- Yards lost 3-16 2-28 
101 200 

23-40-3 5-13-1 

5-37.8 5-42.0 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0 
Penalties- Yards. 9-75 7-68 
Time of possessi 34:21 25:39 

Attendance—20; hows—7,516, 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—Houston, Campbell 27-93, Moriarty 3-22, 
Craft 1-0, Luck 3-10; Baltimore, Dickey 23-110, 
McMillan 8-41, Pagel 4-24, Moore 4-13. 
Passing—Houston, Luck 22-39-3—245, James 1- 
1-0—7; Baltimore, Pagel 5-13-1—55. 
Receiving—Houston, Smith 8-69, Bryant 5-71, 
McCloskey 2-14, Kempf 1-7, Arnold 1-3, Moriarty 1- 
1, Dressel 3-25, Holston 2-62; Baltimore, Henry 1-13, 
McMillan 1-9, T. Porter 1-12, Oatis 1-9, Beach 1-12. 
Kickoff Returns—Houston, Roaches 3-55, S. 
pacay 2-33; Baltimore, L. Anderson 2-41, K. Williams 


Punt Returns—Houston, Roaches 2-13; Baltimore, 
L. Anderson 3-9. 

Tnterceptions—Houston, Tullis 1-0; Baltimore, K. 
Anderson 1-71, Maxwell 1-31, Burroughs 1-8. 
5 eee ey: James 5-37.8; Baltimore, Stark 


Field Goals—Houston, Kempf 1-1; Baltimore, Al- 
legre 2-2, 

Sacks—Houston, Taylor 2; Baltimore, Maxwell 2, 
Ballard. 


Packers-Bears 
DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 
Green Ba: 7 7 0 7-21 
Chicago ... 7 0 7) 9=23 
SCORING 


Chicago—Gault 35 pass from McMahon (B. Thomas 
kick), 5:36 Ist. 
Green Bay—Dickey 1 run (Stenerud kick), 6:50 Ist. 


Green Bay—Lofton 31 pass from Dickey (Stenerud 
kick), 11:55 2nd, 


Chicago—McKinnon 22 pass from McMahon (B. 
Thomas kick), 8:25 3rd. 

Chicago—McMahon’*6 run (run failed), 10:26 4th. 

Green Bay—Coffman 5 pass from Dickey (Stenerud 
kick), 11:52 4th. 

Chicago—Field goal B. Thomas 22, 14:50 4th. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
< GreenBay Chicago 
First downs 23 
Rushes- Yards 25-116 50-236 
Passing yards. 222 133 
Sacked- Yards los 4-40 5-29 
Return yards. 117 150 
P 10-30-4  14-26-3 
Punt 6-377 8-351 
Fumbles-Lost 73 1.0 
Penalties-Vards, 5-30 6-35 


Time of possessioi . 24:17 
Attendance—35,807. No-Shows—29,986. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


Rushing—Green Bay, Clark 7-61, Huckleby 10-39, 
Meade 6-15, Dickey 2-1; Chicago, Payton 30-148, 
Suhey 12-71, McMahon 8-17. 


Passing—Green Bay, Dickey 10-30-4262; Chica- 
qo, McMahon 14-25-2—162, Payton 0-1-1—0 

Recelving—-Green Bay, Coffman 4-122, Lofton 3- 
73, Jefferson 2-35, Clark 1-32; Chicago, Gault 2-50, 
Moorehead 2-18, Payton 3-26, Suhey 3-22, McKin- 
non 2-31, Saldi 2-15. 

Kickoff Returns—Green Bay, Huckleby 2-25, Kit- 
son 1-0, Gray 2-11; Chicago, Duerson 3-66, Cabral 
1-6. 

Punt Returns—Green Bay, Epps 5-19; Chicago, 
McKinnon 2-25, 

Interceptions—Green Bay, T. Lewis 2-62, Jolly 
1-0; Chicago, Richardson 2-9, Fencik 1-14, Frazier 
1-30. 


Punting—Green Bay, Scribner 6-37.7; Chicago, 
Stachowicz 8-35.1. 

Field Goals—Green Bay, none attempted; Chicago, 
B. Thomas 1-2 (missed: 38). 

Sacks—Green Bay, Braggs, E. Johnson 2, C. John- 
son 2; Chicago, Singletary, Osborne, McMichael 1%2, 
Hartenstine %. 


Steelers-Browns 


DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 


Pittsburgh 3 7 } 7-17 
Clevelant 9, 19 7 0—30 
SCORING 


Pittsburgh—Field goal Anderson 34, 5:47 1st. 

Cleveland—Belk 64 pass from Sipe (kick failed), 6:07 
Ast. 

Cleveland—Field goal Bahr 30, 13:56 1st. 

Cleveland—Holt 3 pass from Sipe (Bahr kick), 5:40 
2nd. 

Pittsburgh—Stoudt 3 run (Anderson kick), 9:53 2nd. 

Cleveland—Feacher 4 pass from Sipe (Bahr kick), 
14:59 2nd. 

Cleveland—Holt 1 pass from Sipe (Bahr kick), 10:30 
3rd, 


Pittsburgh—F. Harris 2 pass from Malone (Anderson 
kick), 15:00 4th. 


TEAM STATISTICS 


Pittsburgh Cleveland 
First downs.. 22 18 
Rushes: Yards... 32-129 32-114 
Passing yard! 156 196 
‘Sacked-Yards lost 6-46 1-3 
Return yard: 97 120 
Passes... 14-33-2 14-22-0 
Punts 4-375 4-253 
Fumbl 0-0 1-1 
Penalties-Yards.. 11-92 7-42 
Time of possessior 30:33 29:27 


Shows—7,644. 


Attendance—72,: 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—Pittsburgh, F. Harris 20-56, Pollard 2-4, 
Stoudt 4-29, Abercrombie 6-40; Cleveland, Green 12- 
66, Sipe 2-minus 2, Walker 2-4, Pruitt 15-43, Holt 


Passing—Pittsburgh, Stoudt 7-21-1—94, Malone 
7-12-1—108; Cleveland, Sipe 14-22-0—199. 

Receiving—Pittsburgh, Hawthorne 5-66, Garrity 2- 
57, F. Harris 3-18, Sweeney 1-18, Cunningham 1-13, 
Capers 1-21, Abercrombie 1-9; Cleveland, Belk 1-64, 
Feacher 3-45, Holt’2-4, Green 1-33, Jones 2-16, 
Newsome 4-30, Walker 1-7. 

Kickoff Returns—Pittsburgh, Odom 4-73, T. Harris 
mal Nelson 1-15; Cleveland, Walker 2-50, Green 1- 

4. 


Punt Returns—Cleveland, Hall 3-28. 
intercentlons= Cleveland) Gross 1-18, L. Johnson 
1-0, 


Punting—Pittsburgh, Colquitt 4-37.5; Cleveland, 
Gossett 4-25.3, 

Field Goals—Pittsburgh, Anderson 1-1; Cleveland, 
Bahr 1-1, 

Sacks—Pittsburgh, Merriweather ¥%2, Gary %2; 
Cleveland, Franks 2, Dixon, Matthews, Golic, Camp. 


Eagles-Cardinals 


DECEMBER 18 
SCORE BY PERIODS 


Philadelphia 0 0 0 7-7 
St. Louis.. 7 7 10 Ton 
SCORING 


St. Lovis—Anderson 12 run (O'Donoghue kick), 5:01 
Ast. 


St. Louis—Green 10 pass from Lomax (O'Donoghue 
kick), 14:11 2nd. 

St. Louis—Field goal O'Donoghue 28, 8:37 3rd. - 

St. Louis—Love 1 run (O'Donoghue kick), 14:00 3rd. 

St. Louis—Marsh 29 pass from Lomax (O'Donoghue 
kick), 11:32 4th. 

Philadelphia—Quick 20 pass from Jaworski (Franklin 
kick), 14:59 4th. 


TEAM STATISTICS 


Phila’phia St. Louis 
First downs - 13 24 
Rushes-Yards 12-14 40-231 
Passing yards. 224 147 
Sacked-Yards lost 11-74 4-31 
62 37 

21-45-4 14-28-1 

5-36.8 5-32.0 
0-0 4-1 


Time of possessioy 
Attendance—21; 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Philadelphia, M. Williams 3-minus 5, Oliver 
5-10, Haddix 3-3, Runager 1-6; St. Louis, Anderson 
23-156, Mitchell 6-25, Love 2-minus 1, Lomax 4-19, 
Ferrell 5-32. 

Passing—Philadelphia, Jaworski 21-45-4—298; St. 
Louis, Lomax 14-28-1—178. 

Receiving—Philadelphia, Oliver 5-42, Quick 4-84, 
Carmichael 5-102, Sampleton 1-9, Hoover 1-8, Had- 
dix 4-45, Woodruff 1-8; St. Louis, Anderson 2-8, 
Green 6-64, Tilley 2-31, Marsh 3-64, Pittman 1-11. 

Kickoff Returns—Philadelphia, Everett 1-11, Had- 
dix 2-27, Harrington 1-6, R. Young 1-18, Darby 1-0. 

Punt Returns—St. Louis, Mitchell 3-23. 

Interceptions—Philadelphia, R. Young 1-0; St. 
Louis, Washington 2-4, Mack 1-10, Junior 1-0. 

Punting—Philadelphia, Runager 5-36.8; St. Louis, 
Birdsong 5-32.0. 

Field Goals—Philadelphia, Franklin 0-1 (missed: 38); 
St. Louis, O'Donoghue 1-2 (missed: 40). 

Sacks—Philadelphia, G. Brown 2%, Harrison ¥, 
Darhiy; St. Louis, A. Baker 3, Galloway 2, Greer 434, 
Junior, Mays 44. 


Through games of December 18 


PASSING 
(Minimum of 112 Attempts} 
Pct. Yards Avg.Yd. TD, Pet. Pot. 
Att. Comp. Comp. Gained Gained Pass TD, Int. Int. Points 
Marino, Miami. 296 173 58.4 2210 TAT 20 68 6 2.0 96.0 
Krieg, Seattle 147 60.5 2139 8.80 18 7.4 ube 45 95.0 
Fouts, San Diego..... 215 63,2 2975 8.75 20 5.9 15 44 925 
Anderson, Cincinnati .. 297 «198 66.7 2329 7.84 12 40 43 44 B55 
Plunkett, Los Angele: 379-230 60.7 2935 7.74 20) jos 13 47 82.7 
Grogan, New England. 303 «168 554 2411 7.96 15 «5.0 12 4.0 814 
Kenney, Kansas City... 603 346 57.4 4348 721 24 40 18 30 808 
DeBerg, Denver 215 «119 553 1617 7.52 9 42 z 5ot” Ge 
Sipe, Cleveland ... 496 9291 587 3566 7.19 26 52 23 46 791 
Todd, New York 518 308 595 3478 6.71 TRUSS 26 50 703 
Ferguson, Buffalo. 508 281 55,3, ©2995) 5.90 2% 52 25 49 69.3 
Zorn, Seattle... 205 103 50.2 1166 5.69 tT Sik 7 34 64.8 
Pagel, Baltimore 328 8©6163 497 2353 717 12 Be 7 52 64.0 
Luck, Houston, 217 124 57.1 1375 6.34 B ISL 13 6.0 634 
Stoudt, Pittsburg! 381 197 51.7 2553 6.70 ace Ss. 21 55 60.6 
Luther, San Diego 287 151 526 1875 6.53 7 24 Ww 59 56.6 
Elway, Denver... 123 475 1663 6.42 e 27 14 54 54.9 
RECEIVING 
. Avg. Long No. Yds. Avg, TDs. 
Stark, Baltimore .... 91 4124 453 68 Christensen, Los Angeles. 92 1247 13.6 12 
Camarillo, New England... 81 3615 44.6 70 Newsome, Cleveland. 8 f & 
63 2763 43.9 60 Winslow, San Diego.. i 8 
74 3189 43.1 64 — Smith, Houston i 6 
Guy, Los Angeles 78 3336 428 67 Carson, Kansas City..... , ia 
Colquitt, Pittsburg! 80 3352 41.9 58 Largent, Seattle .. B m1 
McInally, Cincinnati 67 2804 419 60 Allen, Los Angeles 5. 2 
Prestridge, Denver 87 3620 41.6 60 Collinsworth, Cincinnati s 5 
Gossett, Cleveland 70 2854 40.8 60 Joiner, San Diego..... 65 960 148 3 
Arnold, Kansas Cit 93 3710 39.9 64  W. Walker, New York.. 61 868 142 7 
Ramsey, New York. 81 3218 397 56 Watson, Denver... 59 1133 19.2 5 
Cater, Buffalo .... 39.7 60 Morgan, New England 58 863 149 2 
Chandler, San Diego 58 845 146 5 
Cribbs, Buffalo. 9.2 7 
Avg. TDs. Nathan, Miami 89 1 
Springs, New York 287 125 1 Duper, Miami 197 10 
Pruitt, Los Angeles .. - 58 666 11.5 1 Marshall, Kansas Cit 158 6 
Johns, Seattle ... 28 316 113 1 Harper, New York 8.6 2 
Thomas, Denver " 368 112 1 Brown, Kansas City. 39 2 
R. Smith, New England 38 398 10.5 0 SACKS 
Martin, Cincinnati. vEECIES  Xy) t) * 
Clayton, Miami file eet Ie 1 Gastineau, New York 19; Betters, Miami 16; Green, 
Skansi, Pittsburgh 43 363 B84 0 Seattle 16; Willis, Pittsburgh 14; Edwards, Cincinnati 
J. Smith, Kansas Cit} 26 210 82 Q 13; Long, Los Angeles 13; Maxwell, Baltimore 11; 
Roaches, Houston.. 20 159 38.0 0} Townsend, Los Angeles 1072 


TEAM STATISTICS 


For rushing and passing, figure is average per game; for punt and kickoff returns, figure is average per return, 
and for sacks and turnovers, figure is season total. Figure in bold is conference-leading total. 


Rushing Passing Yds./Play  KOReturn Punt Return Sacks Turnovers 
Off. Def. Off. Def. Off. Def. Off. Def. Off. Def. By Vs. Opp. Own 
Baltimore 168.4 128.6 145.2 2201 48 54 193 187 67 117 41 47 36 33 
8.5 1568 1929 2063 47 54 213 17.9 55 96 33 37 31 40 
937° (198.7 1768 51 44 201 191 84 7.6 41 40 39 32 

1291 2288 1921 52 50 205 189 74 103 32 33 32 38 
121.1 189.2 2294 47 51 192 179 11 95 38 55 47 41 
1742 1812 1778 47 55 203 210 80 75 31 49 29 47 
1422 2713 19944 52 49 17.2 204 73 104 35 46 51 38 
991 215.4 1976 52 47 193 180 WS 95 55 36 49 
127.3 1903 1876 5.0 51 23.1190 106 72 49 23 43 27 
1426 1691 2059 53 51 203 193 91 B2 39 44 36 38 
148.6 214.1 1827 51 50 208 213 lll 76 48 43 36 47 
1146 1503 1809 4.7 4.7 181 232 83 95 50 52 45 43 
135.8 2913 2364 57 53 186 204 67 85 31 28 33 53 
137.4 1858 2394 49 56 222 161 108 51 42 47 SA 38 


PASSING 
(Minimum of 192 Attempts) 
Pct. Yards Avg.Yd. TOD. Pet Pet. 

Att. Comp. Comp. Gained Gained Pass TD. Tht. Int. Points. 
Bartkowski, Atl. . 432 274 63.4 3167 7.33 22 51 5 12 97.6 
Theismann, Was! 459 276 60.1 3714 8.09 29 63 11 24 97.0 

489 318 650 3687 7.54 22 45 WM 22 933 

354 209 «590 2636 «= 745 «24 «6B «lS 3.1 92.0 

484 289 «597 4644458 «= 9.21 3229 873 

495 309 624 3703 7.48 28 57 21 42 865 
McMahon, Chi 295 175 4593 2184 #740 12 41 13 44 776 
Ferragamo, Li 464 «274 «591 «327% 0706 22 TS 235.0 75.9 
Jaworski, Phil. 446 235° «527331574320 450 8 4.0751 
J. Thompson, 423 249 «589 2906 687 18 43 21 50 733 
Dils, Minn 444 239 538 2840 640 11 25 16 36 668 
Hipple, Det. 387 2048 «527 «42577 «666 O12 3118 TAT 
Stabler, N.O 311 17 566 1988 639 9 29 18 58 614 
Brunner, New Yor 386 190 492 2516 652 9 23 '22 57 543 

PUNTING KICKOFF RETURNS 

No. Yds. Avg. Long No. Yds. Avg. TDs. 
Garcia, Tampa Bay . 95 4008 42.2 64 — Nelson, Minnesotan. 18 445 247 0 
Runager, Philadelphia 59 2459 41.7 55 — Morton, Tampa Bay. 30 689 230 0 
Scribrier, Green Bay.. 69 2869 41.6 70 Nelms, Washington 35 B02 229 0 

91 3780 415 65 Bright, New York ... 21 475 22.6 0 

85 3529 415 59 — Redwine, Minnesot 38 838 221 0 

Ti 2911 41.0 60 Duckett, New Orleans... 33 719 218 0 
Erxleben, New Orleans... 74 3034 410 60 Mitchell, St. Louis. 36 778 216 60 
Giacomarro, Atlanta 70 2823 403 57 Hall, Detroit 23 492 214° «OO 
Jennings, New York 84 3386 403 66 — G. Young, Phi 26 547 210 0 
Misko, Los Angeles. 82 3301 40.3 67 Jenkins, Detroit. 22 459 209 «(0 
Hayes, Washingto 388 56 

SCORING-KICKING 
. Avg. TDs. 

Ellard, Los Angeles. 16 217 136 1 Moseley, Wash... 
8. Johnson, Atlanta 46 489 10.6 1 — Haji-Sheikh, New York 
Jenkins, Detroit. 23 230 10.0 Oo “Wersching, S. 

29 270 93 0  *Septien, Dall. 
McKinnon, Chicago... 34 316 93 1 — Stenerud,G. 

36 324 «9.0 = 1 ~— Murray, Det 
Mitchell, St. Louis 38 337 89 0 — Ricardo, Minn, 
Irvin, Los Angeles. 25 212 85 0 Luckhurst, Atl. 
Shaw, New York . 29. 234 81 0 — Andersen, N 
R. Hill, Dallas. 30 232. 77 0 O'Donoghue, 


TEAM STATISTICS 


For rushing and passing, figure is average per game; for punt and kickoff returns, figure is average per return, 
and for sacks and turnovers, figure is season total. Figure in bold is conference-ieading total. 


Rushing Passing Yds./Play KOQReturn PuntReturn Sacks Turnovers 
Off. Def. Off. Def. Off. Def. Off. Def. Off. Def. By Vs. Opp. Own 
Atlanta. 2128 2198 53 57 188 202 106 53 31 55 30 29 
. 1939 1958 54 50 164 186 80 73 51 53 3§ 36 

i 235.9 2479 54 53 194 234 89 103 55 34 4 
1847 1945 48 49 195 161 13 77 43 45 37 39 
* 2351 61 55 167 183 80 89 41 42 31 50 
Los Angeles.....140.8 111.3 203.3 2257 54 50 182 187 98 63 33 23 44 47 
Minnesota 113.0 1615 2007 1814 47 5.0 216199 88 74 47 43 47 32 
New Orleans.....153.8 125.0 1548 1682 47 46 203 213 71 112 56 35 39 47 
1121 1083 2182 2038 47 48 188 193 69 60 44 49 36 58 
88.6 165.9 1948 1745 48 50 188 179 58 88 36 57 23 36 
14231149 1793 1979 49 49 188 197 79 65 59 48 48 
145.1 1249 2389 19%7 57 50 179 218 89 69 54 32 37 30 
84.6 1301 1953 2072 45 49 196 208 71102 42 49 41 37 
Washington......164.1 806 2196 2484 54 54 207 195 77 99 5135 61 W 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


*Indicates December 19 participant 


- ~» AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


RUSHING 


Warner, Seattle 
Campbell, Houston... 
Pruitt, Cleveland. 
Gribbs, Buffalo. 
Dickey, Baltimore... 
Collins, New England 
Allen, Los Angeles-... 
F, Harris, Pittsburgh 
Muncie, San Diego........ 
McMillan, Baltimore .... 
Johnson, Cincinnati... 
Winder, Denver 
Franklin, Miami... 
Nathan, Miami 
MeNeil, New YOrk os. 
Pollard, Pittsburgh... 
Crutchfield, Houston 
Tatupu, New England. 
Hawkins, Los Angeles. 
Alexander, Cincinnati 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Watker, Miami .... 
S. Brown, Houston 


i. Williams, Baltime 20 490 245 0 
Dixon, Seattle... 51 1171 230 © 1 
Springs, New Yor 16 364 228 «| 
V. Williams, Buffalo 22 494 225 9 
Brown, New York 29 645 222 7 
Montgomery, ios Angeles 21 464 23.1 ) 
R.Smith, New England... 42 916 218 ) 
Walker Clevelandunnnnm. 29 627 226 0 


SCORING—KICKING 


Anderson, Pittsburgh 
Lowery, Kansas City 
Bahr, Los Angeles 
Allegre, Baltimore 
N. Johnson, Seattle... 
Bahr, Cleveland... 
von Sehamann, Mianti 
Karlis, Denver .... 
Benirschke, San Diego 
Breech, Cincinnati... 


SCORING—TOUCHDOWNS 
zs Rush. Pass, Ret, Pts 
- 0 


Johnson, Cincinnati. 4 98 


Warner, Seattle w2zTt 0 84 
Muncie, San Diego. ZONE 81) 78 
Allen, Los Angeles Bite he 22 
Canypbell, Houston, wo 09 7 
Christensen, Log Angele: 0.12 0 7 
Pruitt, Cleveland TS iol He 
Largent, Seattle oil ad 6 
INTERCEPTIONS 

No. Yds. Long TOs 

Riley, Cincinnati... 


g 89 42 2 


McElroy, Las Angeles 
Easley, Seattle... 
Cherry, Kansas City ... 
Met, New York.. 
Waiters, San Diego 
Sanford, New Engian 


SCORING- TOUCHDOWNS 
Tot. Rush. Pass. Ret. Pts. 
24 2 0 


Riggitts, Wash... 4 24 0 144 
Dickerson, Los Angeles... 20 18 2 0 120 
Green, St. L 140 14 0 84 
Quick, Phil... 1S) (0). Qo 7 

Andrews, Atl. 0 46 


Green, St. LOWS... 
Brown, Washington... 
Gray, New Yor! 
Quick, Philadelphia. 
*Springs, Dallas... 
D. Clark, San Fr: 
B, Johnson, Atlanta...... 
Andrews, Aulanta ... 
Lofton, Green Bay... 
Jefferson, Green Bay. 
Wilder, Tampa Bay 
Bailey; Atlanta... 
Barber, Los Angele: 
Coffman, Green Ba: 
Anderson, St. Louis 
Payton, Chicago. 
Ellis, Green Bay ... 


Att Yds. Avg. TDs. 
Dickerson, Los Angeles,.... 390 1808 4.6 18 
Andrews, Atlanta......., 331 1567 47 7 
Payton, Chicago ........ 314 1421 45 6 
Riggins, Washington... 375 1347 3.6 24 
Dorsett, Dallas .......... 274 1289 «4.7 8 
Anderson, St. Lowis.. 2% 1270 43 i 
G. Rogers, New Otieans.. 256 1144 45 5 
‘Sims, Detroit co. 220 1040 4,7 7 
Woolfolk, New York.. 246 857 35 4 
Tyler, San Francisco....... 168 836 5.0 4 
W. Wilsori, New Orleans....199 787 4.0 9 
J. Washington, Wash. 5 772 5d ) 
Ellis, Green Bay .. ~ 141 69 49 4 
Suhey, Chicago... .149 681 46 4 
‘Craig, San Francisco. 166 672 40 8 
Nelson, Minnesota ... 154 642 42 1 
INTERCEPTIONS 
No. Yds. ton TOs. 
Murphy, Washington... 9 127 4! 0 
Reece, Tampa Bay.. 8 103 29 
Washington, St. Louis 8 92 26 0 
Poe, New Orleans: 7 146 31 kh 
Frazier, Chicago ......... 7 235 58 1 
MecNorton, Detroit ........ 7 30—C5 tt) 


SACKS 


Dean, *San Francisco 1742; Greer, St. Louis 16; & 
Johnson, Green Bay 1442; Gay, Detroit 1342, English, 


Detroit 13%; Martin, Minnesota 13; Board, “San 
Francisco 13; A. Baker, St. Louis Galloway, St 
Louis 12; Hartenstine, Chicago 12; Jackson, New Or 


Jeans 12 


—_—_ SS sss —=”—iDRD iS iG 
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McGee Awed by Gold Glove Honor 


ST. LOUIS—Inasmuch ‘as Philadelphia's Garry Maddox had 
won eight consecutive Rawlings Gold Gloves and inasmuch as 
Willie McGee had been in the major leagues less than two 
years, it was more than a mild surprise to McGee that he had 
earned a spot on THE SporTING News National League All-Star 
Fielding Team this year. 

“No, no, no, it can’t be,” said the St. Louis 
Cardinals’ center fielder. “It’s amazing. It’s 
awesome. To win this in my second year... 
well, I'd always looked at Ozzie’s (shortstop 
Ozzie Smith) sitting up there on the mantel 
and wondered what it would be like to win 
one.” 

McGee impressed the voting managers and coaches with his 
sprinter’s speed, ability to get a jump on the ball and a strong, 
quick release on his throws. 

“T always felt,” said McGee, “that defense was the easiest 
part of the game. It seemed so natural. In all other facets, 
you've got to work much harder.” 

McGee was somewhat inconsistent defensively in his first 
major league season and, in his mind, for part of his second 
season. “I had problems throwing to the wrong base,” he said. 

“The coaches had been telling me about it, and also that I 
was missing the cutoff man. Then one day in Montreal, I threw 
to second base behind Andre Dawson and he went to third. 
From that day on, I came up throwing to the cutoff man.” 

McGee's .987 fielding average wasn’t the highest in the 
league, but he handled more chances than everyone else but 
Dawson, Eddie Milner of Cincinnati and Mookie Wilson of New 
York, even though he missed nearly the first month of the 
season with a separated shoulder. 


=." “McGee hit .286 after a .296 rookie season but he struck out 98 


times, 40 more than he had in 1982. In an effort to correct what 
‘he considers a deficiency, McGee has been hitting in batting 
cages nearly every day in suburban Oakland. 

“I'd never struck out more than 40 or 50 times before, 
McGee said. “I’m just trying to swing as hard as I can and keep 
my head on the ball.” 

Manager Whitey Herzog applauded McGee's diligence but 
said no matter how much McGee practiced, his aggressive 
style wouldn't figure to change much. 

“Willie’s the one hitter I've ever seen,” said Herzog, “who is 
the same hitter when the count is 0-and-2 as he is when it’s 
2-and-0. He has no advantage when it’s 2-and-0 and he’s not in 
the hole when it’s 0-and-2.” 

* * * 

Herzog reported that second baseman Tom Herr, recovering 
from knee surgery, is bicycling and swimming in the off-season 
and is on schedule for spring training. . .. David Green definite- 

_ ly will play some first base in spring training, Herzog said, and 
George Hendrick will be back, at least occasionally, at his old 
stand in right field. 


” 


RICK HUMMEL 


Mets Counting on Fernandez 


NEW YORK—One void was filled but two vacancies were 
created when the New York Mets completed the Sid Fernan- 
dez deal. They hope the 21-year-old Hawaiian, who wasn’t 
going to crack the Los Angeles Dodgers’ staff, will become the 
lefthanded starter they so badly need. But they paid a high 
price, surrendering lefty reliever Carlos Diaz and super sub 
Bob Bailor. 

If Fernandez ever develops into the pitcher 

the Mets think he can be, they will have par- 
layed two minor deals into the one that 
brought them a winner. Bailor, the 32-year-old 
utilityman, became a Met back on December 
12, 1980, for Roy Lee Jackson, a righthanded 
pitcher who has had moderate success with the Toronto Blue 
Jays. Diaz joined the Mets September 10, 1982, when the Atlan- 
ta prayes sought righthander Tom Hausman for their pennant 
push. 

Both Bailor and Diaz became integral members of the Mets, 
especially in 1983. Bailor was used at shortstop, second base, 
third base and in the outfield. He played almost enough to be 
classified a regular and hit .250, about as much as any other 
regular. 

But under the Dave Johnson regime, which begins in Febru- 
ary, Bailor did not figure to get as much playing time. One 
change Johnson planned to make centered on the constant 
shifting of the middle infielders. Under George Bamberger and 
later Frank Howard, you never knew from one day to the next 
who was playing short and who was playing third. Johnson 
plans to establish some stability at the positions, even if he 
must suffer for awhile with his choices. 

But a utilityman is a must, and that is the man Johnson must 
come up with. The new manager has indicated Ron Garden- 
hire might be given a full shot at short instead of Jose Oquendo. 
Johnson also suggests that Wally Backman, because of his of- 

-fensive skills, will get considerable work at second. Gardenhire 
is an ideal utilityman but if he is playing regularly, someone 
else will have to fill the Bailor role. 

Diaz was a surprise performer as one of Jesse Orosco’s bull- 
pen partners. He appeared in 54 games, but his 3-1 record and 
two saves indicate he was not the finisher that Orosco is. Diaz 
is a pitcher who can give you a couple of innings and permit 


you to get to your No. 1 game saver. It’s an important role and 
another one which Johnson must fill. Tom Gorman, Brent Gaff 
and Rich Pickett are the-candiqates the Mets will look at in 
spring training. 

* * * 

Darrell Johnson, a major league manager for 744 years with 
the Boston Red Sox, Texas Rangers and Seattle Mariners, has 
joined the Mets as coordinator of instruction for the entire 
organization. The 53-year-old former catcher is one of the last 
former St. Louis Browns still active in baseball. He was a catch- 
er with the Browns in 1952... . Shea Stadium must be complete- 
ly resodded because of damage wrought by irate New York 
Jets fans who tore the field apart following the football club's 
final game there on December 10. The Jets, who are leaving 
for New Jersey’s Meadowlands, were presented with a bill for 


$261,000. 
JACK LANG 


‘First Base Thing’ Still Unsolved 


CHICAGO-The Chicago Cubs went home from the winter 
meetings having added only one proven major league pitcher, 
but General Manager Dallas Green said, “I’m not saying we're 
done, just done for now.” 

Green was looking for takers for first baseman Bill Buckner 
when the interleague trading deadline expired. The Cubs had 

bartered all week with Seattle about pitcher 
Bryan Clark, but that would have meant giv- 
ing up outfielder Keith Moreland, which 
would mean keeping Buckner at first and 
Leon Durham in the outfield. 
“We had talked about Clark,” said Green. 
“But that wouldn't have solved our first base 
thing. Part of our objective is to get Durham to first base where 
he belongs and can better reach his potential.” 

A proposed deal with the San Francisco Giants fell through 
because, according to Green, “some of our preferences were to 
get Buckner out of the league.” 

“We had two priorities,” said Green. “First was to better the 
pitching staff, which I think we did (in getting Scott Sanderson 
from Montreal). Second was to straighten out the first base 
thing. We didn’t get that totally accomplished.” 

New Manager Jim Frey said he wanted to “guard against 
impatience.” 

“We didn't want to come home and ask ourselves if we had 
made a good trade,” Frey said. “We didn’t want to do things out 
of frustration. We still have February and March. We have to 
guard against trades that might not help. That’s why we got 
Sanderson. We know he’s going to help. We could have made 15 
trades for maybes.”” 

* * * 

The Cubs picked up righthanded pitcher Johnny Abrego 
from the Phillies’ organization in the major league draft. “I 
think he can throw better than anybody we've got other than 
the big tall guy (reliever Lee Smith),” said the G.M. Although 
Abrego missed the 1982 season with an arm injury, Green said, 
“There aren’t many (pitchers) around who haven't had arm 
trouble.” 

DAVE yan DYCK 


Trillo Dropped; Salazar Gets Shot 


MONTREAL—The Montreal Expos plan to present a gigan- 
tic opportunity to 22-year-old infielder Angel (‘my mother 
wishes you would call me Argenis”) Salazar in the 1984 season. 

By breaking off negotiations with Manny Trillo, the Expos 
handed the second base job back to Doug Flynn. 2 

And that means Salazar has the shortstop job to hold or to 

lose. Flynn had been shifted to shortstop after 
the Expos purchased Trillo from Cleveland 
last August 18. 
“Bill (Manager Bill Virdon) is very high on 
Salazar,” said John McHale, the Expos’ presi- 
expos dent and general manager. “A lot of his think- 
z ing is based on the young man’s shortstop abil- 
ity.” 

The Expos’ decision to drop Trillo had little to do with Sala- 
zar. The club simply decided that it couldn’t live. with the up- 
front money and guaranteed clauses that Trillo was demand- 
ing. 

Having resolved that, the Expos then decided that Flynn and 
Bryan Little can play second base. That created the shortstop 
opening for Salazar. x 

Recently, after Trillo hired Chicago player agents Jim 
Brommer and Robert Gilhooley to replace his wife in negotia- 
tions, McHale thought the veteran was being more realistic. 

When Trillo’s wife, Maria, made early overtures to McHale, 
she was seeking a five-year contract at $800,000 per year. She 
said that Trillo, a three-time Gold Glove winner, was the best 
second baseman in baseball and wanted him paid accordingly. 
In 1983, Trillo earned $375,000. 

“They came down in their money demands,” admitted 
McHale, “but there were front-end bonuses involved and they 
wanted a lock-in (guaranteed no-trade clause) for at least three 
years. We don’t want to take that kind of gamble. 

“We have withdrawn our last proposal to the Trillos. We feel 
we can piay with what we have. We have informed the Trillos 
of our decision. 

“This is not a snap decision. We've been agonizing on this, 
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We got him (from Cleveland) to try and help us win. He did 
help us, but we didn’t win.” 

Trillo hit .264 in his 31 games with the Expos. Flynn hit .237 
in 143 games, 107 of them at second. Little hit .260 in 350 at-bats 
and had 24 bunt hits. Salazar, who started the season at Mem 
phis (Southern), hit .216 in 37 at-bats in September play with the 


Expos. 
JAN MacDONALD 


Tunnell’s Light Shone at the End 


PITTSBURGH—Christmastime quiz: Who was the Pittsburgh 
Pirates’ most effective pitcher over the last third of the 1983 
season? The answer is rookie Lee Tunnell, who during the last 
54 games won six times, hurled three shutouts and had an 
earned-run average of 2.06. 

The most sensational Pirate pitcher in the last third was 
another rookie, Jose DeLeon, who came close 
to hurling three no-hit games. His perfor- 
mances almost made Tunnell's steady im- 
provement go unnoticed. 

“Not by me,” said Manager Chuck Tanner. 

| PIRATES | “Tunnell was our best pitcher in the last third, 

———s and it has been my policy since I started man- 
aging to divide the season into thirds when I’m checking the 
stats of my players.” 

Tunnell finished with an 11-6 record and a 3.65 ERA. In one 
stretch starting late in August, he pitched 28 consecutive score- 
less innings. Tanner and General Manager Pete Peterson are 
so confident in him that they may be willing to deal a veteran 
pitcher in order to acquire a much-needed outfielder. 

Scouting director Milt Graff says there is no big surprise in 
Tunnell’s rise. 

“Everything he throws is above average,” Graff said. “He 
has an above-average fastball, an above-average curve, an 
above-average changeup. He seems to be throwing with such 
little effort that it makes people underestimate his ability.” 

Tunnell opened the 1983 season in the starting rotation, but 
he had problems going past the fifth inning. It appeared he was 
in jeopardy of being farmed out, but Tanner insists that Tunnel! 
always had a job with the Pirates. 

“We sent him to the bullpen and he got a chance to relax,” 
Tanner said. “That helped him. He is a mature kid for his age 
(23) and he understands why certains things are done. He 
never complained about his role and he always strived to do 
better.” 

* * * 

The Pirates had the National League’s second best night- 
game record, behind Los Angeles. They were 61-41 for a .598 
percentage, but they were last in day ball with a 23-37 record. 
... The Bucs were the best, East vs. West: 39-33 for .542. 

CHARLEY FEENEY 


Giles Has Interleague Play Idea 


PHILADELPHIA—Bill Giles, president of the Philadelphia 
Phillies, never has been bashful when it comes'to bizarre pro- 
motions that put people in the seats at Veterans Stadium. 

Now, he’s come up with another idea that may not sit too 
well with his peers and other baseball! purists. Giles is plugging 
for interleague play. 

“J think within 10 years it certainly could 
happen,” Giles said after returning from the 
winter meetings in Nashville. “I’m not trying 
to rush things, but I wouldn’t be a bit surprised 
if it happened within four or five years. By 

phillies then, ou might see the designated hitter done 
away with and a few more teams added be- 
cause of expansion.” 

Giles has submitted an informal plan for interleague play to 
same fellow owners. His plan would bring American League 
teams to National League parks once-or twice a year. 

Giles believes that when the major leagues expand, realign- 
ment will be necessary and that will open the door for inter- 
league play. 

“T have to be honest; there’s not a whole lot of sentiment for 
interleague play right now,” he said. 

He says his plan would have each East Division team in one 
league play one game per season against the East teams in the 
other league on a two-year, home-and-away basis. The same 
thing would happen in the West. 

After two years, the teams in the East would play West Divi- 
sion teams in a two-year rotation. 

“T think the whole thing could be accomplished with a maxi- 
mum of 164 games,” Giles said. 

* * * 

Center fielder Garry Maddox was working out at Veterans 
Stadium during the winter meetings and kept hearing reports 
about how the Phillies tried to make a deal for him. “I’m ina 
no-win situation and prefer not to comment on what is going 
on,” said the soft-spoken Maddox, 34, who hit .275 for the Phil- 
lies last season. “The Phillies have tried-to trade me for three 
or four years. I remember the night (former owner) Ruly Gar- 
penter knocked on my door in spring training and convinced 
me to reopen negotiations and sign. It seems like I've had to 
win my job in spring training every year for three or four. This 
year, I don’t think they are going to let me compete for the 
starting job. It’s a sticky issue.” 

HAL BODLEY 


Clark Update: Nothing’s Changed 


SAN FRANCISCO—Almost three months have passed since 
the conclusion of the 1983 season and Jack Clark still is on the 
San Francisco Giants’ roster, which isn’t exactly what the slug- 
ging outfielder had in mind. 

Clark, who repeated in September his desire to be traded, 
waited by the telephone during the winter meetings, hoping to 
hear about a trade. Instead, the Giants’ brass 
came home without making any major 
moves. 

“Nothing’s changed in regard to what I 
want to do, and things surely aren't getting 
any better around here,” Clark said, referring 
to confirmation that free agent Darrell Evans 
will not return to the Giants in 1984. 

“Y'ye just got to wait till spring training and see what hap- 
pens,” Clark said. “But I haven't demanded a trade or anything 
like that, so it’s between them (the Giants) and my attorney 
(Tom Reich).” 

Speculation at Nashville, site of the meetings, was that the 
Giants were desperate to deal and that other clubs tried to take 
advantage of the situation. Clark said the club may be asking 
too much for him. 

“They want two arms and two legs when they could have 
had one arm and one leg,” said Clark. 

Owner Bob Lurie, under pressure to make some moves be- 
cause of strides made by the cross-bay Oakland A’s, said the 
Giants guarded against panic at the meetings and that they 
remain very active in trade talks. 

“We could have made some deals in Nashville,” Lurie said, 
“put we don't want to make them just for the sake of making 
them. We want to do things to help the club. 

“Whereas it’s true the A’s have made some moves and we 
haven't, there’s a long way to go before the season starts. We 
are actively pursuing some free agents (Warren Cromartie and 
Manny Trillo) and we're confident we'll make some moves.” 

* * * 

Clark, Johnnie LeMaster, Duane Kuiper, Max Venable, Jeff 
Ransom, Gary Lavelle and Atlee Hammaker attended a Christ- 
mas party for underprivileged youth at Candlestick Park on 
December 14. . . . Infielder Joe Pettini was sold to the Giants’ 
Phoenix (Pacific Coast) affiliate... .The Giants shifted their 
Pioneer League rookie club from Great Falls, Mont., to Ever- 
ett, Wash., where, coincidentally, Everett (Rocky) Bridges will 
be the manager. 


AByyssyywr 
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NICK PETERS 


Dusty Eyes ‘Maximum Year’ in L.A. 


LOS ANGELES-—Now that he’s still the Los Angeles Dodgers’ 
left fielder, and still not sure why he was ever considered any- 
thing else, Dusty Baker has one goal in mind. 

“Tm determined, more determined than ever, to have a 
maximum year,” Baker said after scrubbing a deal that would 
have sent him to the Oakland A’s for two minor leaguers. 

One day after the close of the winter base- 
ball meetings in Nashville, at the San Diego 
office of his agent, Jerry Kapstein, and in the 
company of three Oakland officials, including 
Manager Steve Boros, Baker declined the A’s 
offer to become a designated hitter. 

Baker probably turned down additional 
money, but no one really knows for sure because the discus- 
sions never got past what his role would be with the A’s, name- 
ly DH. Baker, 34, has two years remaining on his $800,000-a- 
year contract with the Dodgers. He probably would have been 
able to talk the A’s out of another two years, plus a sizable wad 
to buy out his no-trade clause. 

“] listened, and that’s where I was for the whole thing, just 
listening,” Baker said. “I never led anyone on, I never lied. Alll 
said I’d do was listen (to the A’s offer) and that’s what I did.” 

As to why the Dodgers even considered trading Baker, a 
career .280 hitter, Dusty says he hasn’t a clue. 

“?’m not the one who initiated any of this,” he said. “Nobody 
has told me a thing. But, yeah, I'd like to know.” 

Baker said before the start of the winter meetings, when 
there was talk he might be dealt, that it was possibly because 
of something “other than baseball.” Baker didn't elaborate, but 
there were innuendos that the Dodgers, already touchy over 
what has transpired with pitcher Steve Howe, wanted to move 
Baker because of “drug-related” reasons. 

“T don’t know anything about that,” Baker said. “If you guys 
(reporters) want to explore that, it’s your business. A lot of 
people have asked me, but I haven’t heard anything.” 

Dodger Vice-President Al Campanis, who worked out the 
deal with the A’s, said after the swap fell through, “The fact 
that Dusty is coming back certainly doesn’t weaken our club.” 

* * * 

Campanis’ efforts to sign prize free agent Darrell Evans, 
once thought to be excellent, died December 13 when each side 
rejected the other’s offer. The Dodgers’ offer was two years, $1 
million, Reportedly, Evans wanted three years. “It isn’t like we 
don’t have a first baseman,” Campanis said when the negotia- 
tions ended. “We've got Greg Brock, Mike Marshall and (rook- 
ie) Franklin Stubbs, and we like all three.”. . . Campanis also 
indicated the club had no plans to trade Howe, despite the 
one-year ban that Commissioner Bowie Kuhn handed the relief 


pitcher for drug involvement. “We're not going to trade him,” 
Campanis said. “We have never discussed trading him. We're 
behind Steve.” . . . The Dodgers held their annual Christmas 
party December 13 at Dodger Stadium for 200 children in the 


area. 
GORDON VERRELL 


Indians Go for Waddell’s Stats 


ATLANTA—Tom Waddell’s career statistics in the minors 
suggest that he could help the Atlanta Braves: a 24-9 record 
with 22 saves, a 2.28 earned-run average and 241 strikeouts 
(just 64 walks) in 225 innings. 

However, after compiling those numbers the last three sea- 
sons in the Braves’ farm system, Waddell was not included on 
this year’s 40-man roster and. was plucked by 
the Cleveland Indians in the major league 
draft at the winter meetings. The Indians paid 
the Braves $25,000 for Waddell and must offer 
him back at half price if they do not keep him 
on their roster for the entire 1984 season. 

Curiously, the Braves’ roster was at only 39 
players when they lost Waddell. The Braves had no good expla- 
nation, but Waddell was accustomed to not being held in great 
esteem by the organization. 

That, he always figured, was the plight of a relief pitcher 
who was signed after talking his way into a spring-training 
tryout in 1981. 

“You've got to understand, with the career I’ve had, I’ve 
always had to fight an uphill battle,” said Waddell, a 6-1, 190- 
pound, 25-year-old righthander. “I've never had a door opened 
for me; I've always had to knock it open. 

“My feeling is that since I wasn’t a high draft pick and wasn’t 
scouted by anybody in college, I was always just seen (by the 
Braves) as a pleasant surprise. But as a pleasant surprise, I 
didn’t have a net below me. I figured if I ever fell back a little, 
I'd be finished 

“T always thought pitching in Atlanta was a longshot. I hoped 
for it, but I never counted on it.” 

Waddell, who is working this winter in his father’s construc- 
tion business in Closter, N.J., recognizes his opportunity with 
the Indians. 

“Oh, sure, this is the opportunity I’ve been waiting for,” he 
said. “This is my chance for the big leagues. I'd love to play for 
the Braves; however, the years were closing in on me. This is 
the time for it.” 

x * * 

The Braves also lost 21-year-old catcher Terry Cormack to 
Toronto in the draft. He was the Braves’ No. 1 pick in the Jan- 
uary 1981 draft and hit .232 last season at Durham (Carolina). 

TIM TUCKER 


Astros ‘Know Devil’ and Stand Pat 
HOUSTON—The Houston Astros were one of only three 
teams that did not complete a player transaction at the winter 
meetings in Nashville. 
Considering Al Rosen’s reputation as a shrewd trader, the 
Houston general manager’s inactivity may seem surprising. It 
shouldn’t. 


Rosen’s most fruitful transactions have 
come away from the circus atmosphere of the 
convention. Consider his most successful 
trades in just over three years as the Astros’ 
president and general manager: 

e First baseman Ray Knight was acquired 
from Cincinnati for Cesar Cedeno a week 
after the 1981 convention. 

Shortstop Dickie Thon was acquired from California during 
spring training of 1981. 

e Third baseman Phil Garner was acquired from Pittsburgh 
in August, 1981. 

e Center fielder Jerry Mumphrey was acquired from the 
New York Yankees in August of this year. 

@ All-Star reliever Bill Dawley was acquired from Cincinnati 
near the end of 1983 spring training. 

© Ace lefthanded reliever Frank DiPino, starting pitcher 
Mike Madden and utility outfielder Kevin Bass were acquired 
from Milwaukee for pitcher Don Sutton in August, 1982. 

On the Astros’ current 40-man roster, only two players— 
pitchers Bob Knepper in 1980 and Mike Scott in 1982—were 
acquired by Rosen in trades at the winter meetings. 

The approach taken this off-season by Owner John McMullen 
and Rosen is consistent with that in recent years: Shop to fill 
specific needs, but shop with caution. If a major move is neces- 
sary, there is always time to make a deal after seeing the club 
on the field in spring training. 

McMullen, who seldom lacks for a colorful comment, says he 
applies the same theory to baseball that he uses with his other 
businesses: “Usually, the devil that you know is better than the 
devil you don’t know,” he said. 

McMullen and Rosen remained busy trying to re-sign free 
agent Denny Walling, the Astros’ best pinch-hitter for several 
years. The Astros were considered among front-runners to sign 
free agent infielder Enos Cabell, who played for Houston from 
1975 to 1980. 

x * * 
Art Howe, an Astro infielder since 1976 but currently a free 
agent, drove to Nashville in hopes of convincing potential em- 


ployers he is healthy. Howe wasn’t chosen in the re-entry draft 
after sitting out last season because of elbow and Achilles ten- 
don problems. He has a doctor's written report that he is well 
now. The White Sox and Cubs were among clubs. showing an 


interest. 
HARRY SHATTUCK 


Chandler Group Eyes Reds 


CINCINNATI—Even though the Cincinnati Reds have fared 
poorly the last two years, Owner William J. Williams says saie 
of the club has never been seriously considered. 

Williams admits, though, that prospective purchasers have 
made inquiries. One of the latest came from former commis 
sioner A.B (Happy) Chandler. 

“T represent a group that would like to pur- 
chase the Reds,” said the 88-year-old Chan- 
dler, still a political power in Kentucky where 
he has served as both governor and senator. 

“T told Bill if there are plans to sell the 
team, I hoped our offer would be considered 
before any deal was closed,” said Chandler 
while attending the winter meetings in Nashville. 

“Happy did talk to me,” said Williams. “It was when he was 
in Cincinnati the night Johnny Bench was honored September 
17, My answer to Happy was that if we were to sell the Reds, it 
definitely would be to Cincinnati people.” 

Ask Williams whether he's enthused about the Reds’ future 
and he replies, “I don't know whether enthused is the right 
word. Say I'm happy. I feel Bob Howsam is going to do a good 
job. Otherwise, we wouldn't have asked him back.” 

Williams sees the acquisition of Tony Perez and the signing 
of Dave Parker as two very positive moves by Howsam. 

“Parker's bat can help tremendously,” said Williams. “And 
he’s from Cincinnati. Perez has always been a favorite of Red 
fans. I think Tony can do a lot for the club as a leader, even- 
tually, perhaps, as a coach, maybe even as a manager.” 

Shortly before the end of the season, the Reds signed pitcher 
Mario Soto to a contract that made him the highest paid player 
in the club’s history. 

The Reds will be paying Parker an estimated $1.5 million 
over the next two years. 

“We've always had a budget operation,” said Williams. “But 
at no time has a budget ever, in my opinon, cyimped the gener- 
al manager from doing the things he wanted to do.” 

x * *~ 

The Reds still have a chance to sign free agent Dan Schat- 
zeder, who pitched for Montreal in 1983. “The Reds’ offer 
wasn't one that made us jump up and say yes,” said Alan Hen- 
dricks, Schatzeder’s agent. “But it’s one that's under consider- 
ation.” 


EARL LAWSON 


Lefferts to Work in Padres’ Pen 

SAN DIEGO—The San Diego Padres will be taking a calcu- 
lated gamble next season when they bank on a bullpen that is 
younger and less experienced than the one that finished fourth 
in the National League with 44 saves in 1983. 

Lefthander Gary Lucas and his club-high 17 saves went to 
Montreal in a three-way trade that netted the Padres lefthand- 
er Craig Lefferts, first baseman Carmelo Mar- 
tinez and third baseman Fritz Connally from 
the Chicago Cubs. 
® Last August, the Padres dispatched John 
%) a Montefusco (9-4 record, four saves) to the 

SeSS New York Yankees for two minor leaguers, 

lefthander Dennis Rasmussen and second 
baseman Edwin Rodriguez. 

Lucas (5-8 record) and Montefusco recorded wins or saves in 
35 of the 81 San Diego victories. 

Without those two, the relief burden will be on 24-year-old 
righthander Luis DeLeon (646 record, 13 saves) and 32-year-old 
lefthander Sid Monge (8-3 record, seven saves with the Padres 
after being obtained from Philadelphia). 

The Padres believe Lefferts (3-4 record, one save, 3.13 ERA 
with Chicago) has a better long-range potential than Lucas, 
who recorded 49 saves in his four years with the Padres. Lef- 
ferts, a former University of Arizona star, didn’t relieve until he 
joined the Cubs as a rookie last season and then was seldom 
employed in late-inning situations because Chicago had strong- 
armed righthander Lee Smith (29 saves). 

“Lefferts throws strikes and we feel like he'll develop into a 
good one,” said General Manager Jack McKeon, whovalso said 
he believes Martinez and Connally may eventually provide the 
Padres the power hitting they need to go along with estab- 
lished sluggers Steve Garvey and Terry Kennedy. 

The Padres expect an unusual amount of competition for 
bullpen jobs next spring. Among the candidates to join DeLeon, 
Monge and Lefferts will be second-year man Floyd Chiffer and 
righthanded rookies Marty Decker, Mike Couchee, Ed Wojna 
and Greg Booker. 

* O* * 

Club President Ballard Smith said the Padres had made what 
he considered a “very respectable offer” to free agent slugger 
Darrell Evans, who later agreed to terms with Detroit. Smith, 
said the Padres are not seriously involved in negotiations with 
any other free agents, 


PHIL COLLIER 
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FOOTBALL SCHOOL 
OFFENSE — DEFENSE 
RESIDENT PROS: Theismann, Hannah, Franco Harris, Alzado, 
Drew Pearson, Matt Millen, Marcus Allen, Hayes, Plunkett, 
Lawrence Taylor, Curt Warner, Klecko, Tyler, Wes Walker, 
Marino, Duhe, Too Tall Jones & 

more, 60 college coaches daily, 
Boys 8-18, Individual instruction 
inall phases of football. 
‘CONTACT-SCRIMMAGES-GAMES!! 
Camps meet in June and July in 
Connecticut and Northern and 
Southern California and Utah. 
Brochure: Mike Meshken, P.0. Box 
317, Dept. $M, Trumbull, CT 06611 


Drew Pearson 
Dallas Cowboys 


CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-243-4296 


Receive directory, PRO-try- 
out information. SECRETS 
FOR SUCCESS, TRAINING. 
plus catalog of HOW to PLAY 
guides, conditioning. etc 

Send $1 postage & handling 


ALL SPORTS Associates 
P.O. BOX 137, DEPT. SN PAYNE, OH 45880 


“BAS 
FOOTBALL 
“BASKETBALL 


— American League Umpire — 

2 Sessions — California and Florida 
Head Instructors — John McSherry (N.L.) and Nick Bremigan (A.L.) 
P.O. Box 40308, St. Petersburg, FL 33743 e Telephone: (813) 825-0953 


MICKEY OWEN 
BASEBALL SCHOOL 


— In Our 25th Year — 
America’s Authority on Youth Baseball 


FOR BOYS 8-18—Sessions from May-Aug. 
You'll play 15 to 25 games in two weeks. 
Night games every night. 

4 lighted batting cages—4 pilching machines—6 profes- 
sionally groomed fields (4 lighted). Expert instruction in 

fundamentals and techniques. Video tape equipment. 
Write for free illustrated brochure 

MICKEY OWEN BASEBALL SCHOOL 

Dept. SN-84 Miller, Missouri 65707 


VIDEO EQUIPMENT 


OCALA PRO BASEBALL CAMP 


Ocala. Fla., Feb. 12—Apr. 28, 1984 

PRO CONTRACTS & TRYOUTS: 
INDIANAPOLIS CLOWNS PRO CLUB. 
Go on Clowns 1984 WORLD TOUR. 

PRO INSTRUCTORS — Low individual and 
team rates. AGES 8 AND UP. 

FOR FREE BROCHURE CONTACT: 

Dave Clark, 65 Winfield St., 

Corning, NY 14830 — Tel. 607-936-6833 


QUALITY NFL 
REPLICA JERSEYS 


NFL Licensed Jerseys by Rawlings. Quarter- 
length sleeve, single shoulder NFL sleeve strip- 
ing, player numbers, and NFL logo. Streetwear 
cul, 

Adult Sizes: 
$ (34-36) 
M(38-40) 
(42-44) 


a 
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XL (46-48) 

Only $19.95 


i Z & $1.95 P/H 


NFL Helmets—$34.95. NFL Caps—$8.95. Colle- 
giate T-shirts and Caps—$8.95. Collegiate 
Sweatshirts —$14.25. Also—NFL & Collegiate 
dackets, your favorite teams available, from $40. 
QUALITY SAND-KNIT MLB REPLICA JERSEYS 
—$19.95 & $1.95 P/H 
SPORTS FRANCHISE INC, 
Rt. 3, Box 72, Callahan, FL 32011 
Phone (904) 879-2505 @ VC & MC accepted. 
Send $1.00 P/H for Gift Catalogue. 
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SUPER BOWL 
* POSTCARDS * 


%* We supply Super Bowl cards. 
* You write and address them. 
%* We mail from the Super Bowl. 
%* Sample card and details. 
%* Send $1.00 and SASE to: 
SSDC, P.O. Box 1556, 
Sebring, FL 33870 


MAJOR LEAGUE 
BASEBALL 
TRYOUT 


For Free Brochure write: 
BASEBALL 
TRYOUT 


RO. Box 6207, Evanston, IL 60204 


BUY FACTORY DIRECT 


SAVE! | 


TROPHIES ~ 
AWARDS — 
PLAQUES 
SPECIALTY 
ITEMS 
Write for 


FREE 
CATALOG 


Trophylayjd US “Ine. 
7001 W. 20th Avenue 
P.O. Box 4606 
Hialeah, Florida 33014 
DEPT. SN 


SPORTS TRADING CARDS 


1977 Pacific Coast League Baseball (96) . . . $14.50 
1978 Pacific Coast League Baseball (120) . . 14.00 
1980-82 Cramer Sports Baseball Legend (90) 
100 5-9 Vinyl plastic sheets. 

Add $2.00 shipping to all orders 


SEND TO: 
Pacific Trading Cerds, Inc. Dept. SN 


7505 Olympic View Drive 
Edmonds, WA 98020 
Store Hours 9-8 Mon.-Sat.; Sun. 11-6 
VISA or MasterCard orders call: 
1-800-551-2002 


NBA-ABA-CBA SELLOUT 


Complete 20 pages of guides, pro- 
grams, yearbooks, pennants, photos, 
decals, game jerseys and team 
clothing. Send $5.25 to: 

CANADA-U.S. SPORTS ENTERPRISES 
99 Katherine Road, Downsview, Ontario M3K 1/5 Canada 
*FREE NBA Pennant With Pricelist. 


BEST BY MAIL 


Rates: Write Box 5, Sarasota, Fl. 33578 


PRIVATE Investigation Home Study 
course. Free information. Central In- 
vestigation, Box 1894(J), Provo, Ut. 84603 


FREE Catalog, Learn Auctioneering. 
Nashville Auction School, Lawrence- 
burg, Tn. 38464 

WRESTLING Videos — 8mm Films — 
Magazines — Photopacks. Send $1 and 
21 signature to: Curtis Dupont, 7046 Hol- 
lywood Blvd., #203, L.A., Ca. 90028. 
Dept. MJ. 


CHARACTER Item Collectibles For 
sale. Free list. Gene Mack, 408 York- 
shire Bivd., Syracuse, NY 13219. (315)- 
487-9023 


AUTOMOBILE literature wanted: 1900- 
1975. | buy automobile sales brochures, 
manuals, etc. Walter Miller, 315(R) 
Wedgewood, DeWitt, NY 13214 


Super Bowl Statistics 
Complete stats for Super Bowl | to 
Super Bowl XVII. Rosters, running 


and passing yardage, scoring and 
Super Bowl records. Send $2.00 to 
JP Publications, P. O. Box 9408, 
Washington, D. C. 20016. 


Big 15th Anniversary Sale Catalog 


50% Off Entire Stock 
Caps, Badges, Jerseys, Pennants, 
Cards, Posters, Jackets, T-Shirts, 
=| Uniforms, Photos and much 
more. All Discounted. Don't 
Delay. Send $1,50 1st Class post- 
age. Phone orders Visa-MC 707- 
584-1290. SPORTS STOP 
P.O. Box 2307 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 


Wear What The PROS Wear 


Authentic Boston Red Sox 
button-down, numbered, home white 
serie wasict game jersey. ONLY 50 AVAILABLE. 
Regular $54.95. SALE PRICE $39.95 +$2.95 p/h ea. 
Sizes: XS, 5, M,L 
Send $1.00 for catatog of authentic MLB, NFL, NBA and NHL game 
jackets, jerseys and more. Fee deducted from Ist order. 
Hontic Aye 
wee RED. Dayne Bex 27018 


904/673-2823 


SPORTS BOOKS 
AT 40-80% OFF LIST 
FREE CATALOG 


Valley Book Shop, Dept. S 
5 E. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 01002 


‘Our 7th Year Serving Collectors 


1984 BASEBALL CARDS 
Ayailable Soon, Order Now! 

1984 Topps Baseball Set (Avail. March) 
1984 Fleer Baseball Set (Late Jan./Febs 
1984 Donruss Baseball Set (Avail. Feb 
SPECIAL: All 3 Sets... 
FREE BONUS: Place your 1984 Baseball Card order betore 
Jan. 30, 1984, and we'll include the 1984 KOCH SPORTS 
Fast Action Tabletop Baseball Game FREE! An $8.95 value 
yoursat NO CHARGE with any 1984 Baseball purchase! 


Guaranteed Mint Cards! 
No Hidden Costs! 
We Pay Shipping! 


Dave Koch, Dept. SN4, 
3948 Jordan Ln., 
Stevens Point, Wi 54481 


SAME DAY SERVICE 

All Sets Postpaid 19811982 
Topps Baseball Set. =» $20.99 $19.99 
Donruss Baseball Set 1 —— $13.99 
$15.99 513.99 
517.50 $12.50 
30 eFt0F3) 


Fleet Boseball Set 
Topps Traded Set... 
1981 Donruss Baseball Set ( 
1979 Topps Baseball Set 
1978 Topps Baseball Set... 
1979 Topps Football Set —SPECIAI 
Phone: 1-608-647-6 
T&1 SPORTS CARDS 
Box 191-5 — _ Richland Center, WI S3581 
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1983 Topps Football Set (396 cards) .. $10.95 ppd. 
1982 Topps Football Set (528 cards) $13.50 ppd. 
1983 Donruss Baseball Wax Packs (36) 7.95 ppd. 
1983 Donruss Basebail Wax Packs Case ( 15.00 ppd. 
1983 Topps, Fleer, Donruss Baseball Sets 2.95 ppd. 
$18.95 ppd. 
one $9.95 ppd. 
$39.95 ppd 
pment via UPS. 
insured. FREE shipping in Cont. US. Money back 
4, tuarantee if pot completely satistied, Sets are 
++ complete and mint. Send 20¢ for 1984 Baseball 
Cards Bulletin 
| pl CHARLES WILLIAMSON 
eSB, Dept. SN, 1685 Bainbridge Way. 0, Bor 1601, 
Roswell, Ga. 30077 


1983 Topps Baseball Set (792 cards) . 
1983 Topps Baseball Traded Set (132 cards)... 
1952 Topps Reprint Set (402 cards) 

All items available for immediat 


Classified 


Advertising Rates 


Only $109.00 per column inch. 
Write for more information. 
The Sporting News 


1212 N. Lindbergh 
St. Louis, MO 63132 


BITUARIES 


Rex Dockery, head football coach 
at Memphis State University, was 
one of four persons who died Decem- 
ber 12 in the crash of a twin-engine 
airplane near Lawrenceburg, Tenn., 
where Dockery was scheduled to ad- 
dress a high school football banquet 
gathering that evening. He was 41. 

Also killed in the crash were Mem- 
phis State offensive coordinator 
Chris Faros, 31; freshman defensive 
back Charles Greenhill, 18; and the 
pilot, Glenn Jones, 48. 

Officials said the plane had been 
cleared for an instrument approach 
in light rain and fog, and crashed 
about 13 miles south of the Lawren- 
ceburg airport. Two witnesses said 
the plane circled the area several 
times before nosing straight down 
into the ground at the edge of a field 
near a tree line shortly after 5 p.m. 
local time. 

There was no fire and the four vic- 
tims were killed instantly, authorities 
said. All four victims were found 
strapped in their seats in the wreck- 
age. 

Dockery had been head coach at 
MSU since Richard Williamson was 
fired from that position in December 
1980. Regarded as a topflight re- 
cruiter, Dockery had used his talents 
in that area to help Memphis State 
improve from 1-10 records in 1981 
and ’82 to a 6-4-1 slate this fall. 

He went to Memphis State from 
the head-coaching position at Texas 
Tech, and earlier had been an assis- 
tant at Tennessee, his alma mater, 
Georgia and Vanderbilt. 

Faros joined the MSU football staff 
as defensive secondary coach in 1981 
from Drake, but had switched to of- 
fensive coordinator this season. 
Greenhill has been selected Tennes- 
see’s most outstanding prep football 
player a year ago. And Jones, the 
pilot, was president of an oil compa- 
ny and secretary of an MSU football 
boosters’ group. 

Another Memphis State player, 
sophomore running back Jeff Wo- 
mack, had been scheduled to fly with 
the group to the Lawrenceburg ban- 
quet. But Womack changed his mind 
and stayed behind to study for 
exams, and because he does not like 
to fly aboard small planes. 


Johnny Bright, a Drake University 
football standout who became a 


MS. RENATA &* Mone INC. 
WORLD'S | HOBBY CARD 
LARGEST DEALER 


WE SELL MORE SETS THAN 
ANY OTHER DEALER!!! 


19 OD TOPPS FOOTBALL 8(80 
WU plus 2.25 shipping WO) 


‘Now accepting orders forthe complete set 

‘of 1983 Topps Football cards, Your set wil 

be shipped fo you insured via Speedy UPS 

in strong sturdy boxes hich wil keep 

cars the way you Hea them, MINT 

will be mailed in September and vil 

ba sent on a first come basis. You are 

GUARANTEED of receiving the entire set (scheduled to ba 

396 cards). Your cards will be put into numerical order for 

u, $0 ORDER NOW! Ali this tor the super low price of 
}.$9 plus $2.25 for shipping 


STILL AVAILABLE 
12. 1878 Topps Football 
Complete set of 528 


Complete set of 528 
cards only $14.99 ppd. 
(1983 TOPPS BASEBALL bd fs 

COMPLETE SET OF 792 CARDS ONLY G Peo 


FOR ORDERS ONLY 
CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-221-3086 
We accept MasterCard and Visa. 


PROTECT your cards in see-thru vigy! 
Pages which completely cover yous 
‘cards. Standard size (see illustration) 
holds 9 cards (18 back-to-back) a page. 
Pages tit all standard 3 ring binders. 
4 pages per pack—89¢ per package. 
Deluxe 3-ring album (to hold your 
pages) $5.95 L} Add $1.50 Postage 
& Handling. 


S 
ai 
vi 
E> 
‘SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST. ITS FREE! 


Send to: MS. RENATA GALASSO INC. 
1170 75th St. — Dept. SN — Brooklyn, WY. 11228 


backfield star with the Canadian 
Footbal! League's Edmonton Esk 
mos and who was elected to the Ca+ 
nadian Football Hall of Fame in 1970, 
died of a heart attack December 14 
while undergoing minor knee sur- 
gery at the University of Alberta 
Hospital in Edmonton. He was 53. 

Bright still holds most of the major 
offensive single-season and career 
rushing records at Drake, where he 
was an All-Missouri Valley Confer- 
ence selection three times (1949-51). 

He began his CFL career as a line- 
backer with Calgary in 1952. In 1954, 
Bright joined the Eskimos and 
switched to the offensive backfield. 
Edmonton won the CFL champion- 
ship the next three seasons. 

In his 13 CFL seasons, Bright 
scored 71 touchdowns. He still holds 
the Grey Cup record for most yards 
gained rushing in a title game—17! 
against Montreal in 1956. 

Bright carried the ball for over 
1,000 yards in five consecutive sea- 
sons, including league-ieading totais 
in 1967 (1,679) and 1968 (1,722). 

Bright ended his CFL career with 
10,909 yards on 1,969 carries. Both 
totals rank second in league history 
to records held by George Reed, for- 
mer Saskatchewan star. 

On his retirement in 1964, Bright 
entered the field of education. He 
was a high school principal in the 
Edmonton public schools at the time 
of his death, 


Clarence D. Pickrei, a righthand- 
ed pitcher who appeared in 19 games 
with the Phillies and Boston Braves, 
all but one of them in relief, during 
the 1983 and ’34 seasons, died unex- 
pectedly December 9 at Rocky 
Mount, Va. He was 72. 

Pickrel, whose big league record 
was 1-0, pitched in the minors be- 
tween 1931 and 1942, making stops at 
Fort Worth, Syracuse and Seattle. 
among others. 


. Carl Lindquist, a member of the 
1932 Canadian Olympic hockey team 
that won the gold medal at Lake 
Placid, N.Y., died December 1 in 
Winnipeg. He was 75. Lindquist 
coached and officiated hockey in 
later years. 


Leo Davis, who seven times during 
his 23 years with the Portland Ore- 
gonian won Oregon’s sportswriter of 
the year award, died in a Portland 
hospital December 2 of Hodgkin's 
disease. He was 62. 

Davis, regarded as an authority on 
track and field, covered the Olym- 
pics in Mexico City in 1968, Munich in 
1972 and Montreal in 1976. 


Bill (Wiggie) Wylie, a professional 
hockey player who appeared in one 
game for the New York Rangers 
during the 1950-51 season and later 
spent four seasons with Vancouver in 
the Western Hockey League, died 
November 24 at Cambridge, Ont., fol- 
lowing a brief illness. He was 55. 

Wylie played for Kitchener and 
Galt in the Ontario senior league and 
at one time coached the Galt club. 


Jack O'Leary, athletic director at 
the University of Central Florida 
from 1976 to 1982, died of a heart at- 
tack December 2 in Orlando, Fla. He 
was 55. 

O'Leary was football coach at Coi- 
orado College beginning in 1957 and 
later an assistant coach at Tulane 
(1963-68) and Alabama (1968-70). He 
helped establish the football pro- 
gram at Central Florida in 1979. 


Jimmy Armstrong, the 12th lead- 
ing scorer in University of Portland 
(Ore.) basketball history (1,137 points 
in three seasons in the late 1950s) 
died December 3 of a heart attack in 
Chicago, where he was a member of 
the police force. 
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‘Kuhn Deals Out His Severest Penalties 


By MURRAY CHASS 


NEW YORK—In nearly 15 years as baseball commissioner, 
Bowie Kuhn had suspended only four players—Denny McLain, 
Bert Campaneris, Ferguson Jenkins and Alan Wiggins. Now, on 
the eve of his departure from office, Kuhn has doubled that 
total. 

However, in suspending Steve Howe of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers and Willie Wilson, Willie Aikens and Jerry Martin of 
the Kansas City Royals for one year each, Kuhn has acted 
more severely than he ever had against a player. The commis- 
sioner, who is scheduled to step down no later than March 1, 
took that action December 15 against the players, each of 
whom has been involved in drug-related matters, 

The Major League Players Association will almost certainly 
challenge Kuhn’s action through the grievance procedure. 

“As a sport, we have been very fortunate the problems with 
illegal drugs have not been epidemic,” Kuhn said in announc- 
ing the suspensions. “Nonetheless, we have recognized that our 
players are models for young people and must behave accord- 
ingly. .. . We have continually warned everyone in baseball 
that we cannot and will not tolerate illegal drug use and that 
discipline will be imposed in non-amnesty cases or in cases of 
continued or renewed involvement after undertaking rehabili- 
tation treatment.” 

Howe, who last season was suspended twice by the Dodgers 
and forfeited $54,000 in salary, was suspended by Kuhn for a 
minimum of one season. His case will be reviewed following 
the 1984 season, at which time the suspension could be lifted or 
continued. 

Wilson, Aikens and Martin, each of whom has been sen- 
tenced to serve time in prison on drug charges, also were sus- 
pended for one year each, but their baseball suspensions are 
different from Howe's. Their cases will be reviewed next May 
15, and they conceivably could be reinstated at that time, 
meaning they would have missed only about six weeks of the 
season. 

One of the interesting aspects of Kuhn’s action is that he will 
not be the commissioner who will review the cases either May 
15 or at the end of the season. Reinstatement of the players will 
be up to the new commissioner. 

Depending on the point of view, Kuhn's action was too se- 
vere, too lenient or just right. Some baseball cynics who felt the 
penalties were too harsh wondered if Kuhn acted as he did 
because he wanted to make an impact on the game as he was 
about to leave office. 

Kuhn’s action was greeted with mixed reactions. 

Peter O'Malley, president of the Dodgers, supported the sus- 
pension of Howe, although he was not abandoning his ace relief 
pitcher. 

“We respect the commissioner's decision and will abide by 
it,” O'Malley said. “Baseball and illegal drugs are incompatible, 
and we will not tolerate the use of these drugs by any of our 


employees. However, Steve Howe has the complete support of 
the Dodger organization in his rehabilitation program. But he 
is responsible for his actions, and’it willbe up to him to prove 
that he is capable of returning.” 

A different view was taken by Avron Fogelman, who owns 49 
percent of the Royals. Fogelman, obviously stung by the sus- 
pension of Wilson, one of the keys to the Royals’ efforts, called 
for the Major League Players Association to get involved in 
fighting the suspensions. 

“1m going to say we get on the Empire State Building and 
say, ‘Marvin Miller, where are you?’” Fogelman said. “If we're 
sacrificial lambs, let it be. But Marvin Miller, where are you? 

“| have grown up with the thought that the foundation of this 
country is based on tempering justice with mercy. I don’t think 
the commissioner showed mercy, nor did he show compas- 
sion.” 

Miller, the former executive director who now is a consul- 
tant to the MLPA, was confident that the suspensions would be 
overturned by baseball’s impartial arbitrator, Richard Bloch, 
once the association fought them through the grievance proce- 
dure. 

The players’ association did not immediately say if it would 
file grievances, but the indications were that such action would 
be taken. Donald Fehr, acting executive director of the asso- 
ciation, said a decision would be made after consultations with 
the players and their representatives, 

“This action is both unfortunate and regrettable,” Fehr said 
of the suspensions. “The basic agreement provides disciplinary 
action only for just cause. It does not appear that this standard 
has been satisfied in these cases. It is the government’s respon- 
sibility, not the commissioner’s, to administer law. Wilson, 
Aikens and Martin have each been prosecuted and sentenced 
to serve a three-month term in a federal prison. But in each 
case, it was the court’s determination that the player was not a 
danger to himself or to the community and was not likely to 
commit the offense for which he had been charged. 

“The court carefully tailored their sentences so that they 
could play baseball next season,” Fehr added. “For the com- 
missioner to prevent these players from playing is not only to 
impose an additional and unwarranted penalty but also to pre- 
vent the very result which the court intended.” 

As for Howe, Fehr noted that the players’ association al- 
ready has filed two grievances over action taken by the 
Dodgers last season, one for withholding $54,000 in salary when 
Howe was under suspension, the other for suspending him in- 
definitely near the end of the season. 

“Jt makes little sense for the commissioner to impose addi- 
tional penalties on top of those already imposed by the 
Dodgers,” Fehr said. 

Finally, Fehr said, preventing Howe from playing in 1984 is 
definitely not likely to improve his chances of a successful re- 
habilitation. 

Kuhn, of course, is aware that the arbitrator has the power 


to overturn his suspensions. Raymond Goetz, Bloch’s predeces- 
sor, did exactly that in Jenkins’ case in 1980. Kuhn suspended 
Jenkins September 8, 1980, after the pitcher, then with Texas, 
had been charged in Toronto with possession of marijuana, 
cocaine and hashish. 

However, the players’ association immediately filed a griev- 
ance and, in an expedited procedure, Goetz ordered Jenkins 
reinstated September 22, with full back pay. 

The suspension of Wiggins in 1982 was not fought. The out- 
fielder was suspended for 30 days following his arrest for co- 
caine possession, but he received his salary for the time he 
missed. 

Kuhn suspended Howe, Wilson, Aikens and Martin without 
pay. In Martin’s case, it may be a moot point because he is 
unemployed. He became a free agent at the end of the 1983 
season and has not signed with anyone. Aikens earned $450,000 
last season. 

Wilson stands to lose $675,000 in salary if he has to sit out the 
entire 1984 season. If he is reinstated May 15, he would lose 
approximately $160,000. Howe gained a $325,000 salary for 1983 
in salary arbitration and presumably would have received 2 
hefty raise. for his abbreviated season in which he posted 18 
saves and compiled a 1.44 earned-run average. 

Howe’s case is different in two significant ways from the 
Royals’ cases, Howe neither has been arrested nor convicted of 
any drug charges, but none of the Royals has been found to ne 
involved in the use of drugs at the level that Howe has. 


Wilson, Aikens and Martin pleaded guilty in U.S. District 
Court in Kansas City to a charge of attempting to possess co- 
caine. Each was sentenced to one year in prison with all but 
three months of the sentences suspended. Wilson and Aikens 
were fined $5,000 each and Martin $2,500. Wilson and Martin 
began serving their three-month sentences at a federal prison 
in Fort Worth, Tex., December 5. Aikens, who is completing a 
rehabilitation program in Baltimore, is scheduled to begin 
serving his sentence January ¢ 

Kuhn said each of the players admitted to possession and 
of cocaine on a number of occasions. “Their actions clear 
violated baseball rules," Kuhn added. “It is beyond question 
that these incidents have proved detrimental to the best inter- 
ests of the Kansas City Royals and of basebail.” byes 

But Royal pitcher Dan Quisenberry said he didn’t think his 
teammates should have been suspended. 

“It seems to me this is a kind of double jeopardy. if they pay 
a penalty within the court system, then have to pay a penalty 
from the commissioner, too, it doesn’t seem fair,” he said. 

Kuhn set the May 15 review date, he said, because of the 
prison sentences they are serving and because the players 
have issued private and public apologies for their actions and 
cooperated in Kuhn's investigation. The players, he added, may 
work out with their teams during their suspensions but may not 
play in any games. 


FOR THE RECORD 


Newberry and Tim Sturdivant and DT Yancy 


fensemaf Dave Richter from same club. 


Transactions 
Baseball 


A’s—Signed infielder Joe Morgan as free 
agent. 

Dodgers—Acquired infielder Bob Bailor 
from Mets, completing four-player transac- 
tion of December 8 in which Los Angeles sent 
pitcher Sid Fernandez to New York. 


Tigers—Signed infielder Darrell Evans as 


free agent. 
Basketball 


NBA 


Nuggets—Released center-forward Dave 
Robisch. ; 


Spurs—Released guard Kevin Williams. 


CBA 

Albuquerque—Signed guards Charles 
Bradley and Charlie Criss and forward Mi- 
chael Britt as free agents. 

Detroit—Released guard Fred Saunders, 

Louisville—Released guard U.S. Reed and 
forward Michael Britt, 

_Ohio—Released guard Wes Matthews; 
signed forward John Pinone as a free agent. 

Puerto Rico—Released guard John Wil- 
liamson. 

Sarasota—Restored forward Orlando Phil- 
lips to active roster. 

Wisconsin—Released guard Vince Taylor; 
claimed guard U.S. Reed on waivers from 


Louisville. 
Football 
NFL 

Browns—Placed DB Clinton Burrell (bro- 
ken arm) on injured reserve. 

Buccaneers—Activated CB Mike Washing- 
ton from injured reserve; signed PK David 
Warnke (Lions camp '83); placed € Steve Wil- 
son (hand) and LB Quentin Lowry (knee) on 
injured reserve. 

Cardinals—Activated TE Eddie McGill 
from injured reserve; placed FB Wayne Mor- 


ris (ankle) on injured reserve. 

Chargers—Awarded CB Henry Williams 
on waivers from Rams; placed CB Miles 
McPherson (broken collarbone) on injured 
reserve, 

Chiefs—Signed DB Isaac (Bo Scott) Met- 
calf (Steelers and Redskins camp '83); placed 
RB Ken Thomas (ribs) on injured reserve. 

Eagles—Signed OT Tom Jelesky; placed 
TE Vyto Kab (ankle) on injured reserve. 

Oilers—Released G Ed Fisher from in- 
jured reserve. 

Raiders—Activated DT Johnny Robinson 
from injured reserve; placed RB Chester 
Willis (shoulder) on injured reserve. 

Rams—Activated RB A.J. Jones from in- 
jured reserve; placed RB Robert Alexander 
(hamstring) on injured reserve. 

Redskins—Activated WR Mark McGrath 
from injured reserve; placed KR Mike Nelms 
(knee) on injured reserve. 

Saints—Activated FB Tim Wilson from in- 
jured reserve; placed LB Chris Martin 
(ankle) on injured reserve. 


USFL 


Bandits—Signed ‘83 territorial protected 
WR Darryl Crane, TE Marvin Harvey (Chiefs 
and Raiders camp '82), DT Tim Gooch (Colts 
camp '81) and C Kenny Roark (Redskins 
camp '82). 

Blitz—Signed DBs Doug Plank (Bears '82) 
and Ricky Harris, LB Russ Joyner, WRs Nate 
Lundy (Bears camp '83) and Dexter Hawkins 
(Blitz camp '83), G Rod Walters (Lions and 
Bills camp '81), P Rod Salata (Jets mini-camp 
'83) and S James Travis; acquired rights to 
DE William Daniels (Rams camp '81) from 
Stallions for a draft pick. 

Breakers—Signed RB Don Hardeman 
(Express camp '83), QB Mike McKay (Saints. 
camp 83) and LB Lawrence Williams. 

Bulls—Acquired rights to TE Bo Dennis 
from Stars for a draft pick; released OTs 
Mike Falter and Rich Grube, RBs Bill 
Grundy, Warren Burney, I.M. Hipp, David 
Johnson, Kevin McLee, Carney Norris and 
Lance Olander, DB Tony McNeely, WRs Bo 


Sutton. 

Federals—Signed RB Greg Jones (Red- 
skins camp ‘83). 

Maulers—Signed RB William Miller 
(Browns camp "83). 

Outlaws—Released DT Jerry Botbyl, DE 
Julius Holt and OT Bob Taylor. 

Panthers—Signed ‘83 territorial protected 
WR Ted Jones, WR Gene Giles (Vikings 
camp '83), OTs Ken Bungarda (49ers injured 
reserve ‘82) and Max Gill (Lions camp 83), 
DEs Jay Hayes (Redskins and Lions camp 
*83) and J.D. Johnson (Jets camp '83),. TE-P 
Bill Kane, DBs Yon Mansfield (Eagles camp 
'83) and Warren McGee and LB Dan Ruzich 
(Bears camp '83); acquired rights to LB Don 
Hover (Redskins camp '80); released RB 
Lawrence Texada. 

Showboats—Signed QB Lloyd Patterson, 
DT Aubrey Jones (Browns camp '81) and OT 
Charles Gillespie; acquired rights to DB 
Randy McCue (Colts camp '83) from Feder- 
als for past consideration. 


Hockey 

Black Hawks—Recalled defenseman 
Jerome Dupont from Springfield. 

Bruins—Recalled goaltender Mike Moffat 
from Baltimore. 

Canadiens—Returned left wing John New- 
berry to Nova Scotia and right wing Claude 
Lemieux to Verdun. 

Canucks—Recalled defenseman Michel 
Petit from Canadian Olympic Team. 

Capitals—Assigned defenseman Greg The- 
berge to Hershey. 

Flames—Bought out remainder of the con- 
tract of center Kari Jalonen, making him a 
free agent; returned center Jim Jackson to 
Colorado and recalled defenseman Alan 
MacInnis from same club. 

Flyers—Assigned center Len Hachborn to 
Springfield. 

Jets—Assigned right wing Jimmy Mann 
and defenseman John Gibson to Sherbrooke. 

North Stars—Assigned defenseman Dan 
Mandich to Salt Lake City and recalled de- 


Oilers—Recalled goaltender Mike Zanier 
from Moncton, 

Penguins—Assigned center Tim Tookey 
and defenseman Greg Tebbutt to Baltimore 
and recalled right wing Steve Gatzos from 
same club. 

Red Wings—Assigned center Andre St. 
Laurent and defenseman-left wing Bob 
Manno to Adirondack and recalled goal- 
tender Corrado Micalef and center Claude 
Loiselle from Adirondack and center Murray 
Craven from Medicine Hat. 

Sabres—Returned defenseman Daye Fen- 
vyes to Rochester and recalled center Adam. 
Creighton from Ottawa. 

Whalers—Recalled left wing Paul Lawless 
from Windsor and defenseman Gerry Me- 
Donald from Binghamton. 


NHL Statistics 


THROUGH GAMES OF DECEMBER 15 
Leading Scorers 


G A. Pts: 
Gretzky, Edmonton 34 «56 90 
Kurri, Edmonton...... 27 37) 64 
P. Stastny, Queb iy, Br 54 
Trottier, Islanders 20 25 e52) 
Nicholls, Los Angeles. ee. en 49 
Federko, St. Louis 20 25 45 
Bossy, Istanders..... 23, 2% 44 
Tanti, Vancouver... 23) 21 (144 
Savard, Chicago...... 21 23 (44 
Dionne, Los Angeles 14 3048 
Pederson, Boston... 13 30 43 
Goulet, Quebec............. 19-23 42 
DeBiois, Winnipeg. 15 27 «42 
Huriter, Quebec........... Wy 624 «641 
Perreault, Buffalo... Age p25. Gh 
Simmer, Los Angeles. 19) 40 
Boschman, Winnipeg 15 25 40 
Sundstrom, Vancouver 14 26 6940 
Coffey, Edmonton 4 2 40 
Messier, Edmonton 10 430 640 


Leading Goalies 
Goaltenders—Teamm ......GPI 
? at 


Keans, Boston 3 678 33:0 292 
Herron, Pittsburgh snes 19 940. 47 1 3.00 
Barrasso, Buffalo... 17 970 49 0 3.03 
Peeters, Boston c 18 1072 55 0 3.08 
Bouchard, Quebec...... 25 1497 79 0 3.17 
Jensen, Washington 25 1373 73 3 319 


Goalteniders—Teatt .....GPI 
Bannerman, Chicago 24 
Froese, Philadelptiia sn... 23 
Melanson, Islanders. 13 
Lindbergh, Philadelphia ....... 21 
Smith, Islanders .. S 

Hanlon, Rangers 
Millen, Hartford 
Sevigny, Montrea 


GOALS 


Gretzky, Edmonton, 34; Kurri, Edmonton 27; Vaive, 
Toronto 24; Bossy, Islanders, and Tanti, Vancouver, 
23; Kerr, Philadelphia, and Nicholls, Los Angeles, 22. 


ASSISTS 


Gretzky, Edmontony 56; Kurri, Edmanton, and P. 
Stastny, Quebec, 37) Trottier, Islanders, 32; Dionne, 


Los Angeles, Messier, Edmonton, and Pederson, Bos- je 


ton, 30. 
POWER-PLAY GOALS 
Vaive, Toronto, 12; Turgeon, Hartford, 10; Tanti 
Vancouver, 9. 
‘SHORTHANDED GOALS 
Gretzky, Edmonton, 5; Goring, Istanders, McClelland, 
Edmonton, Nicholls, Los Angeles, Nilsson, Calgary, Rog- 
ers, Rangers, Smail, Winnipeg, 3 


GAME-WINNING GOALS 
Goulet, Quebec, 7; Lafleur, Montreal, and Perreault 
Buffalo, 5, 
SHOTS 


Dionne, Los Angeles, 158; Gretzky, Edmonton, 128) 
Anderson, Edmonton, and Ogrodnick, Detroit, 125, 


SHOOTING PERCENTAGE 
Taylor, Pittsbural, 35.3; Goring, Islanders, 33.3, 
Stoughton, Hartford, 30.5; Middleton, Boston, 30.0; 
Yzerman, Detroit, 29.6; MacLellan, Los Angeles, 29.2. 


PLUS-MINUS LEADERS 
Gretzky, Edmonton, 36; Trottier, Istanders, 33, 
Marois, Quebec, 30) Potwin, Islanders, 28; Propp, Phil- 
adelphia, 27; Rochefort, Queiec, 26; Bossy, Istanders, 
25; Bougque, Boston, and Jackson, Edmonton, 24 


WINS 
Fuhr, Edmonton, 14-3-3; Jensen, Washington, 14- 
9-T; Bouchard, Quebec, 13-9-3) Peeters, Boston, 12- 
5-1; Barrasso, Butfalo, T2- Lindbergh, Philadel ~ 
phia, 11-5-2; Liut, St. Louis, 11-12-2; Meleche, Min- 
nesota, 10-4-4; Wamsley, Montreal, 10-9-1; Smith, 
Islanders, 10-4-1) Hanion, Rangers, 20-4-2 


SAVE PERCENTAGE 
Herron, Pittsburgh, 910; Melanson, Isandérs, 899 


Smith, Istanders, 895; Hanlon, Rangers, 891, Keans, 
Boston, and Fubr, Edmonton, BBS. 
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Orioles Are High on Young 


BALTIMORE—Whenever the world champion Baltimore 
Orioles got into a serious trade conversation during the winter 
meetings, talks broke off when the name of one prospect was 
introduced into the discussion. 

General Manager Hank Peters kept hearing a request for 
the same player. Mike Young, a 23-year-old switch-hitting out- 
fielder with speed and power, was the name 
most prominently mentioned whenever the 
Orioles talked about a possible major deal. In- 
evitably, that’s when the Orioles backed off. 

There was a similar situation a couple of 
years ago whenever other teams started to 
mention John Shelby, another switch-hitting 
outfielder, who has the speed, but not the power, of Young. 

Shelby spent the entire 1983 season with the Orioles, platoon- 
ing in center field with Al Bumbry, and could bea fixture in the 
starting lineup in another year. He is heralded as the defensive 
center fielder the Orioles have been looking for since Paul 
Blair left seven years ago. 

Young, who was with the Orioles for only a portion of last 
season, is projected as a regular in either right or left field by 
1985 at the latest, if not the coming campaign. This in spite of 
his 1983 performance at Rochester (International), which fell a 
little below expectations, 5 

The Orioles’ reluctance to include Young sabotaged talks 
with Texas about third baseman Buddy Bell. The Rangers 
weren't the only team to inquire about Young. Though the Ori- 
oles are overstocked with outfielders, Peters was not willing to 
risk a player who could be a big part of the club's future. 

Young is currently playing in Puerto Rico for the Santurce 
Crabbers, managed by Oriole pitching coach Ray Miller, and 
his numbers there undoubtedly influenced a lot of the trade 
talk. 

The last reports the Orioles-had on Young showed him hit- 
ting .346, with seven home runs, good enough to tie for the 
league lead in that department. He had 12 extra-base hits and 
22 RBIs in 21 games. 

* * * 

Todd Cruz made good progress working with batting coach 
Ralph Rowe for two weeks in the Florida Instructional League. 
The Orioles are confident they could go into next season using 
Cruz at third base, at least on a platoon basis. The addition of 
Wayne Gross left Peters satisfied that the position could be 
anothen platoon spot for Manager Joe Altobelli. . . . Peters left 
the winter meetings with a possible deal with the St. Louis 
Cardinals still in the works. 

JIM HENNEMAN 


Bernazard Happy to Join Tribe 
CLEVELAND—For a change, the Cleveland Indians have se- 
cured a player who actually is looking forward to playing for 
the Tribe. 
“I feel good about coming to the Indians,” said second base- 
man Tony Bernazard, who was acquired from the Seattle Mari- 
ners for outfielder Gorman Thomas and second baseman Jack 


Perconte. 
& 


Moving from one last-place club to another 
is not necessarily a lateral move, according to 
Bernazard. 
“T know that Cleveland was seventh,” he 
said, “but there were several players who did 
not want to be there and I think it affected the 
other guys. 

“T believe the Indians are better than Seattle. They have the 
nucleus of a good team with Andy Thornton, Julio Franco, 
Mike Hargrove, Brett Butler and Toby Harrah—if he is still 
there when the season starts.” 

It is no secret that the Indians are willing to trade Harrah to 
open third base for Brook Jacoby, whom the Tribe received 


from Atlanta last August in the Len Barker trade. Butler also 
was part of that deal, and Bernazard is looking forward to 


> playing with him. 


@ 
4 


“T figure that Brett, Julio and I can each steal between 30 and 
40 bases,” he said. In 1983, playing for the Chicago White Sox 
and Seattle, Bernazard was limited to 23 steals. He batted .265 
with 34 doubles, eight homers and 56 RBIs, 

When he was swapped to Seattle for Julio Cruz in midseason, 
Bernazard had stolen only two bases. “I stole all the rest in a 
three- or four-week period after I got to Seattle,” he said. “Then 
I sprained my ankle and couldn’t run.” 

Bernazard, Franco and Butler combined to steal 100 bases in 
144 attempts last season for a 69.4 percent success rate. 

According to Bernazard, his ankle sprain was not the only 
thing that hampered him. 

“T liked it a lot playing for the White Sox,” he said. “Then 
they traded me for no reason and it was a big shock. I was 
completely lost for awhile. I played hard, but I had no concen- 
tration. 

“I came out of it, though. My wife helped a lot. After the 
season, I sat down, thought about it and was able to overcome 
everything.” 

Bernazard’s predecessor at second base for the Indians was 
Manny Trillo, who made it clear the moment he was dealt by 
Philadelphia that he wanted no part of Cleveland. He was sold 
to Montreal last August, a transaction that triggered other ex- 


pressions of dissatisfaction. 

Righthander Rick Sutcliffe, regular catcher Ron Hassey, 
backup catcher Jim Essian and Thomas all demanded to be 
traded. The Indians have accommodated Essian and Thomas. 

Hassey may be next to go, but the Tribe has every intention 
of inducing Sutcliffe to stay witlya new contract. 

* * * 

The Indians received infielder Luis Quinones from Oakland 
as the player to be named in the Essian trade. Quinones, 21, 
batted .239 in 56 games for Albany (Eastern) last season and 
then was moved up to Tacoma (Pacific Coast), where he hit 
263 in 45 games. He batted .190 (8-for-42) when the A’s called 
him up in September. . . . Manager Pat Corrales’ proposed 
move of Harrah from third to second base died with the acqui- 
sition of Bernazard. If Harrah is not traded, Corrales says he 
should be regarded as the starter at third, despite the presence 
of Jacoby. “Toby is a bona fide major leaguer,” Corrales said. 
“It will be up to the kid to take away Toby’s job.” 

SHELDON OCKER 


Price Is High, but Jays Get Lefty 


TORONTO—Considering the scarcity of lefthanded pitchers 
and the bidding competition, the Toronto Blue Jays were happy 
to return from the winter meetings in Nashville with Bryan 
Clark, who was obtained from the Seattle Mariners in ex- 
change for outfielder Barry Bonnell. 

“I think we overpaid a bit, but we had a surplus in the out- 
field and we needed a lefthander,” said Gener- 
al Manager Pat Gillick. 

No lefthander started a game for the Jays 
in 1983 and Dave Geisel, since departed, was 
their lone lefty most of the season. 

Clark, 27, used by the Mariners both in re- 
lief and as a starter, had a 7-10 record. His 
starts were in the second half of the season. 

“Our reports on him are very good,” said Manager Bobby 
Cox. “He's got a good fastball and slider.” 

Control has been a problem for Clark, who has been with 15 
teams in his 10-year pro career. Only three times has he had a 
winning record. 

Bonnell, 30, spent four seasons with the Jays after being ob- 
tained from the Atlanta Braves. He became expendable be- 
cause of Jesse Barfield’s development late last season. Barfield 
hit 13 home runs after August 27, when Bonnell was sidelined 
with an injury. In addition, outfielder George Bell appears 
ready for regular duty in the majors and had seven homers and 
30 runs batted in. 

* * * 

Shortstop Alfredo Griffin's five-year contract was believed to 
be in the $3 million range. . . . Tal Smith has been engaged to 
handle contract negotiations with second baseman Damaso 
Garcia and one other unnamed player. . . . The Jays are facing 
a court case with former pitcher Don Kirkwood, whose career 
was terminated by a shoulder injury that necessitated surgery. 

The Jays failed to complete a swap for Willie Aikens of the 
Kansas City Royals, but a ruling by U.S. Magistrate J. Milton 
Sullivant, permitting a reasonable modification of the terms of 
Aikens’ parole, would seem to have paved the way for a deal. 

NEIL MacCARL 


Hurst Breathes Easier After Trade 
BOSTON—Bruce Hurst knew that a lefthander would be 
leaving the Boston Red Sox’ starting rotation during the winter 
meetings and he never discounted the possibility he would be 
the one. 
“I had left myself open in case of a trade. I wouldn't have 
been surprised,” Hurst said after the Red Sox sent lefty John 
Tudor to the Pittsburgh Pirates for outfielder 


©2TO Mike Easler, a lefthanded slugger. “We had a 
7 ev surplus of lefthanders and I guess John was 
the most marketable. I wish him my best. He 

Ly was our best starter the last two years.” 
LES Now, Hurst will go to spring training as- 


sured for the first time that he has a job in the 
starting rotation. 

“But I still have to go out and pitch my best,” he said. “It’s 
hard enough to win a starting job in the major leagues, but it’s 
harder to keep it.” 

In 1983, Hurst, coming back from off-season surgery to re- 
move chips from his left elbow, was 12-12 with 115 strikeouts in 
211% innings. But what impressed Manager Ralph Houk was 
the way he finished. From June 21 to September 4 he was 6-3 in 
13 starts with an earned-run average of 2.83. 

“Last season was OK,” Hurst said. “It wasn’t bad, but it 
wasn’t awesome. I still feel I have some things to prove and I 
know I can improve.” 

Last spring, the Red Sox thought Hurst would be a couple of 
weeks behind the other pitchers because of his surgery. But he 
went to camp strong and won a starting job. 

“I appreciate what Ralph did for me. He could have left me 
in Florida after spring training, but he gave me my first chance 
to start in a big league rotation,” Hurst said. 

Hurst said that he learned he could pitch out of jams, that he 
could pitch a complete game, and even a shutout. “I stopped 
worrying about giving up the three-run homers in tough situa- 
tions,” he said. “I hadn't been able to do that before.” 

Hurst has been running and working on a special training 


program prescribed by Dr. Arthur Pappas, the team physician. 
He will begin workouts soon with a junior coliege team in his 
home area of St. George, Utah, in order to be 100 percent ready 
for spring training. 

* * * 

Negotiations were stalemated with right fielder Dwight 
Evans, who is on the final year of his contract, . .. There was 
nothing to report on contract talks with third baseman Wade 
Boggs, the major league batting champion. . . . Easier, who is 
ticketed to play left field, got his first look at Fenway Park’s 
left-field wall when he came to Boston to meet the media, 

JOE GIULIOTTI 


Yanks Overloaded with Pitching 


NEW YORK—Since George Steinbrenner usually operates 
on the theory that “too much is never enough,” the New York 
Yankees’ overloaded pitching situation is hardly surprising, In 
fact, Steinbrenner is trying desperately to add free-agent re- 
liever Rich Gossage to the crowded scene. 

Without Gossage, the Yankees have a dozen pitchers with 
major league experience, not counting veter- 
an reliever Dave LaRoche, who ison the Co- 
lumbus (International) roster. The Yankees 
have also expressed interest in veteran 
knuckleballer Phil Niekro, who was released 
by the Atlanta Braves. 

“You know the old baseball saying that 
“You can never have too much pitching,” said General Manag- 
er Murray Cook. “I go along with that. If the situation stays this 
way into spring training, and if we're fortunate enough Lo sign 
Gossage, then I guess you could say we'll have a lot of competi- 
tion for jobs.” i 

Certain pitchers, of course, don’t have to worry about their 
spots. Even in the topsy-turvy world of the Yankees, it’s safe to 
assume that lefthanders Ron Guidry (21-0 jast season) and 
Dave Righetti (14-8) will be in the starting rotation. Shane 
Rawley, another lefthander, has been involved in trade rumors 
but is currently booked as the No. 3 starter. 

John Montefusco, who had a 5-0 record after being acquired 
from the San Diego Padres in late August, passed up a chance 
to become a free agent when the Yankees gave him a four- 
year, $2.3 million contract. Montefusco is likely to be the only 
righthander in the starting rotation. 

The fifth spot, barring the signing of Niekro or a trade, prob- 
ably will go to Ray Fontenot or ‘Bob Shirley. Fontenot had an 
8-2 record as a rookie but didn’t pitch in the final two weeks 
because of a tired arm. Certain Yankee officials believe his 
future is in the bullpen. Shirley had a 5-8 record as a starter-re- 
liever, but pitched impressively in three late-season starts. 

The bullpen, of course, depends on the Gossage negotiations. 
But if the Yankees fail to re-sign the Goose, they’d probably 
seek a trade for an established No. 1 reliever. George Frazier, 
who had a quietly impressive 1983 season, is regarded as a 
dependable long man. : 

Assuming that Fontenot or Shirley will be in the bullpen, that 
would leave a maximum of two spots for righthanders Dale 
Murray and Mike Armstrong and lefty Rudy May. Murray, who 
recently signed a new contract, and Armstrong, acquired from 
Kansas City at the winter meetings, are believed to be ahead of 
May, who'll be 40 in July and who was injured most of last 
season. 

The jobs of Matt Keough, Jay Howell (reportedly headed to 
Toronto) and LaRoche are in jeopardy. 

* * * 

Roy Smalley was hoping to be traded during the winter 
meetings and was disappointed when he heard the Baltimore 
Orioles had acquired third baseman Wayne Gross from Oak- 
land. “I wish that could have been me," Smalley said from his 
home in Franklin Lakes, N.J. Smalley knows the Yankees re- 
gard him as a backup player, primarily as protection for third 
baseman Graig Nettles. His hopes of being a regular de- 
teriorated when the Yankees acquired Tim Foli from the Cali- 
fornia Angels to serve as the No. 2 shortstop behind Andre 
Robertson. But Steinbrenner said Smalley “needn't worry 
(about being traded).” 

MOSS KLEIN 


No Slide in Brewer Ticket Sales 


MILWAUKEE—After going to the World Series in 1982, the 
Milwaukee Brewers drew a record 2,397,131 fans last season. 
So, what adverse effect did their slide to fifth place in the 
American League East have on ticket sales? Apparently, it 
didn’t hurt at all. 
The Brewers sold out their home opener on December 12, 
four days after reserved tickets went on sale, 
iy) and season tickets are selling at a record 
pace. 
“This is getting to be an annual thing,” Dick 
Hackett, the Brewers’ vice-president in 
charge of marketing, said of the early sellout 
for the home opener. “It’s getting to be auto- 
matic.” é 
Hackett is confident abeut the Brewers’ chances of again 
drawing more than two million fans. 
“If 1 was a betting man, I would bet on it,” he said. “1 


(Continued on Page 48, Column 1) 
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Yost Promises Plenty of Hustle 


ARLINGTON—There were those who believed Jim Sundberg 
would always be behind the plate at Arlington Stadium. 

“When he dies,” grumbled a minor league catcher for the 
Texas Rangers a few years ago, “they'll probably bury him 
there.” 

That won't happen because Sundberg has been shipped off to 
Milwaukee, Tabbed to replace the Rangers’ 
catcher for the last 10 years is 28-year-old Ned 
Yost, who spent parts of the last four seasons 
as a backup for the Brewers. 

“T don’t feel like there’s any pressure on me 
to come in and replace Jim Sundberg,” Yost 
said. “What he did for the Rangers was great, 
but now it’s my turn to come in and do what I can. I don't feel 
like I have to be another Jim Sundberg: I just think I have to 
give 110 percent on the field and play as hard as I can play.” 

Ranger Manager Doug Rader listed intangibles such as en- 
thusiasm, hustle and attitude as reasons why he believes Yost 
can become a full-time catcher. : 

“I consider myself a hard-playing catcher,” Yost said. “I like 
to hustle a lot and play hard, I think maybe that’s what he 
(Rader) saw and what he liked. 

“T’m not the kind of guy who just sits back and catches the 
game. I try to show a lot of enthusiasm back there.” 

Shortly after learning about the trade, Yost went on a hunt- 
ing trip in Texas with several other players who are clients of 
agent Alan Hendricks, The group included Ranger pitcher 
Danny Darwin and John Butcher, just traded to Minnesota. 
After talking to those two, Yost is looking forward to catching 
the Ranger pitching staff. 

“I'm happy as heck about it,” Yost said. “From'everything 
I've heard, I think it’s going to be fun.” 

Yost isn’t worried about trying to corral Charlie Hough’s 
knuckleball. 

“Catching Hough will be a unique experience,” Yost admit- 
ted. “When we get to spring training I'll try to catch him every 
time he throws on the side. I’m not familiar with the knuckle- 
ball, but I plan to learn.” 

Offensively, Yost said, “I don’t think I’m going to be a .300 
hitter, but I’m going to pull my weight. I think I’m capable of 
hitting .250 or .260 and driving in some runs, My main philoso- 
phy is to be a big league catcher first and let the hitting take 
care of itself.” 


* * * 

General Manager Joe Klein couldn't put together a last-min- 
ute trade at the winter meetings that would have brought To- 
ronto second baseman Damaso Garcia to Texas. Rader wants 
to see how the Rangers’ pitching sets up in spring training 
before trading Darwin or anyone else. . . . The Rangers dis- 
cussed a deal with Pittsburgh which would have sent Larry 
Parrish to the Pirates for outfielder Mike Easler, second base- 
man Johnny Ray and outfielder-first baseman Brian Harper. 
The Pirates wound up trading Easler to Boston for pitcher John 
Tudor. 

JIM REEVES 


Thomas Tells M’s: ‘Il Could Help’ 


SZATTLE—Even though the 1983 season was his worst since 
he became a regular in the major leagues, Gorman Thomas 
still hit 22 home runs and drove in 69 runs. Those figures were 
better than anyone accomplished with the Seattle Mariners. So 
the M’s acquired Thomas at the winter meetings, hoping to 
perk up their anemic attack. U 
General Manager Hal Keller also came 
home with outfielder Barry Bonnell and sec- 
ond baseman Jack Perconte. 

1% Thomas’ dropoff in 1983 triggered a midsea- 

son trade that sent him from Milwaukee to 
rN Cleveland. The 33-year-old outfielder says 
that’s all behind him now, and his only .con- 

cern is helping the Mariners. 

“I'm not saying I’m the main catalyst or anything like that, 
but I could help,” said Thomas. He has averaged 33 home runs 
over the last six years, which ranks him behind only Philadel- 
phia’s Mike Schmidt in that span. 

To get Thomas and Perconte, who hit .346 at Charleston 
(International) and played in 14 games for the Indians, Seattle 
gave up second baseman Tony Bernazard. He had been unhap- 
py in Seattle, after arriving from Chicago in a midseason deal 
that sent Julio Cruz to the White Sox. 

Keller sent lefthanded pitcher Bryan Clark to Toronto for 
Bonnell, who batted .318 last season with 10 homers and 54 
RBIs. Clark had spent the past few seasons alternating be- 
tween the starting rotation and the Mariner bullpen. In 1983, he 
was 7-10 with a 3.94 ERA. . 

The acquisition of Bonnell gave Seattle four starting outfield- 
ers—Thomas, center fielder Dave Henderson and right fielder 
Al Cowens are the others. That decreased the chances the M’s 
will continue to pursue free agent outfielder Steve Henderson, 
who batted .294 for Seattle last season. 

* * * 

The M’s still had one opening on their 40-man roster, and 
Keller was hoping to add an infielder. He held talks with the 
Kansas City Royals about shortstop U.L. Washington. Keller 
also told the agent for veteran Pete Rose that the M’s would be 


interested in talking. .. . Pitching coach Frank Funk and third- 
base coach Chuck Cottier still haven't signed contracts for the 
1984 season. .. . Despite the money the M’s have spent acquir- 
ing hitters, pitcher Jim Beattie says the club has to start spend- 
ing more to keep the quality people it already has. Beattie is 
one of a dozen players who can take the Mariners to salary 


arbitration this winter. 
SCOTT BARRY 


K.C. Shortstop Race Dead Even 


KANSAS CITY—His starting job hasn’t been snatched away, 
but U.L. Washington will have to fight for it in spring training 
with the Kansas City Royals. 

Call it the shortstop sweepstakes—Washington vs. Onix Con- 
cepcion. Manager Dick Howser has declared the position open, 
and the club offered Washington in trade talks at the winter 
meetings. 

“T'm going to come out and say that going 
into spring training they're dead even,” 
Howser said. “I’d even give Onix the advan- 
tage. 

“To me, he’s just about ready for a legiti- 
mate chance. Scouts that I talk to rave about 
his play in Puerto Rico. Not just our people, but scouts from 
other organizations. That says something.” 

The winter league reports on Concepcion were glowing last 
year, too, but he was on the bench when the Royals opened the 
season. Washington was coming off a respectable 1982 season 
and had just signed a three-year contract. But he'd probably 
rather forget 1983, 

Washington led American League shortstops with 36 errors, 
while his batting average slipped to .236. His name also popped 
up in connection with a drug investigation in which charges 
were brought against four Kansas City players, although, Wash- 
ington was never charged. 

The drug rumors reportedly were a major reason why the 
Seattle Mariners backed out of a deal for Washington at the 
winter meetings. If the trade had gone through, the Royals 
would have acquired first baseman Pat Putnam and lefthanded 
pitcher Bryan Clark. 

“T think I’m ready,” said Concepcion, who hit .242 in 80 
games last season. “I think if any big league team gives me the 
chance, I can do the job. 

“Sooner or later, they're going to get rid of one of us. Even if: 
we go to spring training together, they're going to get rid of 
one of us.” 


* * * 

Co-Owner Ewing Kauffman has said the Royals are out of the 
chase for the four free agents they drafted last month. The club 
selected negotiating rights to Darrell Evans, Gene Richards, 
Dennis Walling and Enos Cabell. “We're not going to sign any 
free agents in the older caliber,” Kauffman said. “We'd rather 
bring up some minor leaguers and get them the experience.” 
. .. Outfielder Jerry Martin, who was released by the Royals 
and is serving three months on a drug charge, hopes to catch 
on with another major league club next season. Martin may 
consider playing in Japan. 

MIKE FISH 


Cruz and White Sox Far Apart 


CHICAGO—Tw0 presents. That's all. Tie a bow around Julio 
Cruz and another around Dennis Lamp, place them under the 
Comiskey Park tree and the Chicago White Sox will be happy 
on Christmas Day. 

Re-signing the free-agent pair, who made strong contribu- 
tions to the club’s American League West championship, was 
not progressing smoothly, especially for Cruz. 
The club and the second baseman were 
$200,000 apart. Cruz wants $800,000 for each of 
five years—with California presenting the 
strongest competition. 

“I'm not terribly optimistic,” Sox chairman 
Jerry Reinsdorf said. “Right now, we're flying 
blind. I don’t want to do what George Steinbrenner did with 
Steve Kemp last year, where he was $400,000 higher than the 
next bidder. I only want to win by a little. I’m working on new 
ideas for him (Cruz).” 

The Sox are “99 percent out of it” for relief aces Rich Gos- 
sage and Kent Tekulve. 

“The two nuclear powers (New York Yankees and Atlanta 
Braves) are going after Gossage, and Tekulve seems to be 
going back to Pittsburgh,” Reinsdorf said. “Our people unani- 
mously feel Tekulve is better than anything we have,-but not 
that much better. There seems to be trouble with his ability to 
get lefthanded hitters out.” 

If the Sox have strong interest in any of eight free agents 
claimed in the November re-entry draft, it’s in infielder-out- 
fielder Derrel Thomas of the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

“His man (agent Steve Greenberg) is trying to price Derrel 
as a regular—$400,000 for each of five years. I told him, ‘We'll 
release you from that if you can find a taker. If you can’t and 
want to talk utility, we’re in,’ " Reinsdorf said. 

The Sox are also interested in second baseman Manny Trillo, 
but only if Cruz isn’t retained. Should that happen, the Sox may 
pursue Trillo for two years while continuing to groom Tim 
Hulett, described by Manager Tony LaRussa as “a Bill Ma- 
zeroski type who needs to cut down on strikeouts.” 


If Cruz rejoins the Sox, Hulett may be shifted to third base in 
spring training, then spend another year at Denver (American 
Association). In his only start at second for the Sox after hitting 
21 home runs for the Bears, Hulett made two errors in one 
inning. 

* * * 

Co-Owner Eddie Einhorn came away from the winter meet- 
ings discouraged about baseball’s future because of “transient 
ownership.” .. . Former Sox owner Bill Veeck was a Christmas 
hit at a jewelry store, where his hand-made mobiles moved 
briskly at $200 each. He was particularly fond of a dozen toy 
monkeys with musical instruments suspended on varying 
lengths of fish line. Calling it “my commentary on humankind,” 
Veeck said, noting héw the monkeys, stirred by the breeze 
from passers-by, “toot their own horns and bang their own 
drums.” Proceeds from Veeck’s items will go to Chicago Base- 
ball Cancer Charities. 

JOE GODDARD 


Lynn Makes Way for Speedy Pettis 


ANAHEIM—It is a daring move, but maybe a deft one: The 
California Angels are replacing Fred Lynn in center field. 

They are moving Lynn to right field, to make way for rookie 
Gary Peitis in center. 

“The only change we're making right now,” Manager John 
McNamara said of his lineup for 1984, “is to put Pettis in center. 

- After what he showed us in September, I'd say 
eh he’d have to play his way out of the lineup. 

“Fred (Lynn) came to us and said if it would 
help the club, he’d go to right field.” 

Lynn has been among the game's best cen- 
ter fielders, winning a Gold Glove for fielding 
excellence in 1975, his rookie year with the 

Boston Red Sox. 

But the Angels are in dire need of speed, which Pettis would 
give them. He played in just 22 games last September, yet led 
the Angels for the season in stolen bases with eight. He batted 
.294 and scored 19 runs. , 

Gene Mauch, the Angels’ new director of player personnel, 
has said that Pettis is the type of player who can hit .280 and 
steal 75 bases, given the opportunity to play regularly. 

Without speed, the Angels have been unable to manufacture 


(Continued on Page 48, Column 1) 
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—— ATLANTA HAWKS BASKETBALL —— 


Thursday, December 29: 
Atlanta-Hawks at Cleveland Cavaliers 
(7:35 p.m., Eastern Time) 


COMING UP 


HAWKS BASKETBALL 


Friday, January 6: 
Milwaukee Bucks at*Atlanta Hawks 


Saturday,-January 7: 
Atlanta Hawks at New Jersey Nets 


Saturday, January 21: 
Atlanta Hawks at New York Knicks 


NCAA BASKETBALL 


Thursday, January 5: 
L.S.U. at Georgia 


Friday, January 13: 
Kentucky at Auburn 


Friday, January 20: 
Vanderbilt at Kentucky 


SuperStationWTBS 
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runs. Last season, the Angels stole just 41 bases. 

The Angels could wind up starting two rookies, both of whom 
came up through their minor league system. Shortstop Dick 
Schofield could join Pettis in the lineup. : 

At the winter meetings, the Angels traded shortstop Tim Foli 
to the New York Yankees for relief pitcher Curt Kaufman, 
leaving Rick Burleson and Schofield as the Angel shortstops. 

The Angels are not certain that Burleson’s injured rotator 
cuff will permit him to play regularly. If not, Schofield will get 
the call. 

“Our shortstop situation concerns me very much,” McNa- 
mara said. “I think somebody's going to have to go into spring 
training and win the job. If we can surround him with quality 
people, I would have no qualms about playing Schofield. Scho- 
field, in my mind, improved at shortstop in the month that he 


got to play for us. [aad EEE 
Oakland Is Home to Morgan 


OAKLAND—Joe Morgan is home again after 19 seasons in 
other baseball ports of call. 

When the 40-year-old second baseman signed a one-year 
contract with the Oakland A’s on December 13, he broke into 


—A.L. East 


(Continued From Page 46) 
wouldn't be surprised if we sold a million and a half (tickets) 
before opening day. Last year, it was 1.2 million, I think.” 

He expects to surpass last year’s team record of just over 
6,000 season tickets. 

“I'm pretty confident we'll run over 7,000 this year,” he said. 
“If we stay 20 percent ahead of last year, which we are now, 
we'll do that easy.” 

Until the last couple of years, the Brewers put all tickets on 
sale when they started their season-ticket campaign in mid-No- 
vember. Now, tickets for the opener and other single games go 
on sale about three weeks after the season-ticket drive is under 
way. 

“The opener has been so big we couldn't keep up with both,” 
Hackett said. “We had to handle it on a separate basis.” 

« * * 

First baseman Cecil Cooper tied an American League record 
in 1983 when he led the league in participating in double plays 
for the third straight year. He took part in 144 last year. ... 
Former Brewer Larry Hisle will host a celebrity bowling tour- 
nament January 14. Proceeds will go to the Henry Aaron Youth 
Leadership Foundation. 

TOM FLAHERTY 


Long-Term Tiger Pact Lures Evans 


DETROIT—When it comes to free agents, the Detroit Tigers 
don’t exactly lead the pack. Until this year, the only free agents 
they had signed over the years were Tito Fuentes and Jerry 
Turner. 

When they made Darrell Evans their only choice in the re- 
entry draft November 7, the selection was considered a long- 
shot. 

But sign him they did on December 16, out- 
bidding 17 other clubs for the veteran infield- 
er who should be the everyday first baseman 
in Detroit. 

“T couldn’t be more pleased,” said Manager 
Sparky Anderson. “He's a lefthanded pull hit- 


By STAN ISLE, Associate Editor 
$590,000 for Amateur Baseball 


The major leagues, with the approval of the Executive Coun- 
cil and on recommendation of the Amateur Baseball Study 
Committee, approved a $590,666 contribution to amateur base- 
ball for 1984. This represents a 2.3 increase over the 1983 ap- 
propriation of $577,666. Various boys baseball programs will 
receive $259,666, college baseball tournaments $60,000 and col- 
lege summer programs, the United States Baseball Federation, 
the National Federation of State High School Associations and 
the College Baseball Writers Association will share a total of 
$271,000... . “Bay City Blues,” the NBC television series about 
members of a minor league team, won critical acclaim but not 
enough viewers. It has been dropped by the network and MTM 
Enterprises, producer of the show. The remaining four epi- 
sodes may appear next summer in the network’s attempt to 
help MTM recoup some of its $8 million investment. . . . The 
parent Yankees announced that Manager Bill Livesey and 
pitching coach Russ Meyer would retain their assignments at 
Oneonta (New York-Penn) in the coming season. They will be 
joined by coach J.P. Ricciardi, who was assigned to Fort Lau- 
derdale (Florida State) in 1983. ... White Sox righthander La- 
Marr Hoyt, winner of the American League Cy Young Award, 
will be honored as Chicago’s Player of the Year at the 44th 
annual Diamond Dinner January 14 at the Palmer House. . . . 
John Hopkins, general manager of the Greensboro (South 


tears, : 
“T've thought about it for years,” Morgan said at a news 
gathering that also included new teammates 
wiLagy Rickey Henderson, Michael Davis, Tony Phil- 
: lips afd Mitéhell Page, as well as Oakland 
ie Mayor Lionel Wilson. 
4; & Morgan continued, “I guess it had never 
Znewf~| really hit me. I thought about growing up 
here, playing 19 years in the big leagues, and 
then coming full cycle like this. It was just too much for me.” 
Morgan, who lives a 10-minute drive from his new office, the 
Oakland Coliseum, grew up in Oakland, attending Oakland City 
College and then Hayward (California) State. His career began 
with Houston, took him to Cincinnati, back to Houston, San 
Francisco and finally to Philadelphia last year. He has played 
in four World Series and nine All-Star games. 
Morgan almost retired after last season, but A’s President 
Roy Eisenhardt convinced him he could be a big contributor. 
“When I left the Phillies, I felt that was it,” Morgan admitted. 
“tt was time to leave because I felt I’d done everything 1 want- 
ed to do. Then I talked with Roy and found out there was one 
more thing I could do in baseball. I came back from a golf trip 
to Hawaii, talked with Roy and said OK.” 
Morgan’s contract, which has an option for a second season, 


ter, and that’s what we needed.” 

The Tigers were the first club to offer Evans more than a 
three-year contract. That’s how they got their foot in the door. 

Even when the Los Angeles Dodgers were considered the 
front-runners for Evans, the Tigers persisted in efforts to sign 
him. 

“T was very impressed all along with (General Manager) Bill 
Lajoie,” said Jerry Kapstein, Evans’ agent. “He’s a straight 
shooter. I think Darrell can make a tremendous contribution 
for the Tigers, but I don’t want to sound like a salesman. Let's 
just say talks went well from the start.” 

When the Dodgers dropped out of the negotiations on De- 
cember 13, the Tigers’ hopes increased. 

“We've had very good conversations,” Lajoie confirmed at 
the time. “They've been so good, I don’t want to say anything 
that might jeopardize our hopes.” 

Facing the possible loss of Enos Cabell through free agency, 
the Tigers’ only returning first baseman would have been Rick 
Leach. That’s why they were interested in Evans. 

There was talk of moving Kirk Gibson to first base, or con- 
verting third baseman Howard Johnson to first, but the Tigers 
now will be able to forgo all experiments. 

Evans had 30 home runs and 82 runs batted in along with a 
.277 batting average last year for San Francisco. His only draw- 
back is his age. He’ll be 37 on May 26. z 

But what's a gray hair or two? If Evans is good for 30 home 
runs and 85 RBIs, he could be Father Time and the Tigers 
wouldn't mind. 

* * * 

The Tigers didn’t make a trade involving their major league 
roster at the winter meetings. But President Jim Campbell said 
he wasn’t disappointed. “I thought there was only a 50-50 
chance of making a deal.” The Tigers looked for a starting 
pitcher, but found none. .. . Lajoie hinted that Barbaro Garbey, 
the former Cuban star who batted .322 in 100 games at Evans- 
ville (American Association) in 1983, “should play on our ball 
club” next season. Said Lajoie: “He's about 5-10, 160 pounds and 
looks smaller, but when he swings the bat. . . .” 

TOM GAGE 


Atlantic) Hornets, has been elected to a two-year term as presi- 
dent of the Carolina League, succeeding Jim Mills. 


CBS Extends Baseball Contract 


CBS Radio will shell out a whopping $30 million for a five- 
year extension of its contract rights to the League Champion- 
ship Series and World Series, the Chicago Sun-Times reported. 


Blue Will Serve 3 Months 


KANSAS CITY—Vida Blue, who wen the Cy Young 
Award in 1971, was sentenced to a year in prison and 
fined $5,000 December 19 for possession of cocaine. Blue 
will serve only 90 days as a result of suspension of the 
rest of his sentence by U.S. Magistrate J. Milton Sulli- 
vant. 

Blue will serve his time in the same minimum-security 
prison in Texas where Willie Wilson and Jerry Martin, 
his former Kansas City Royals teammates, are incar- 
cerated. Blue was released by the Royals near the end of 
the 1983 season. The Royals also released Martin. 

Willie Aikens, another of the four Kansas City players 
who pleaded guilty to drug charges, was dealt to Toronto 
December 19 for designated hitter Jorge Orta. Aikens 
signed a two-year contract with Toronto and will begin 
serving his three-month sentence in early January. 
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may extend beyond 1985. He said he wants to remain a partof 
the A’s organization after his playing days are over. 

“But I don’t want to be a manager. Steve Boros’ job is secure. 
I'm also thinking in terms of this being my last year as a play- 
er. But because of my feelings for the A’s and the community, if 
they need me, I’d come back another year.” 

Morgan’s job will extend beyond the playing field. He will be 
utilized as a teacher for young infielders like Phillips and Don- 
nie Hill. Joe will be competing with Phillips for the job at sec- 
ond. Davey Lopes has already been told he'll be a designated 
hitter and play the outfield. 

“T will try to be an extension of the manager,” Morgan said. 
“My role is to help Steve as much as possible. I can point things 
out to younger players. As far as playing, Ill do whatever is 
best for the club, whether it’s playing 160 games or 120.” 

Now Morgan has a good chance to break Rogers Harnsby's 
home run record fer second basemen. Morgan has 262 bomers, 
260 as a second baseman. He needs four to make the record his 
own. 

Morgan, who owns a .272 lifetime batting average and hit 16 
homers for the Phillies last year, is the sixth veteran to join the 
A's this winter. Others are first baseman Bruce Bochte, catcher 
Jim Essian and pitchers Bill Caudill, Ray Burris and Tim Stod- 
dard. 

The 5-7 lefty hitter will retain his No. 8 uniform. 

* * * 

The A’s are one of several clubs in the running to sign 44 
year-old knuckleballer Phil Niekro. . .. To make room for Mor- 
gan, the A's signed pitcher Mark Smith and'sent him outright to 
Tacoma (Pacific Coast). 

KIT STIER 


Welcome Boost for Twins’ Pitching 


TWIN CITIES—The trading of outfielder Gary Ward was not 
particularly popular with local fans, but the Minnesota Twins 
figure the deal has put their pitching staff in its best condition 
in years. 

Ward, the Twins’ leading run producer the last two seasons, 
won't be easy to replace in the middle of the Minnesota lineup. 
= But the addition of pitchers Mike Smithson 
and John Butcher brings some depth to Man- 
ager Billy Gardner's staff. 

For the last several years, the available 
places on the Twins’ pitching staff have been 
filled almost by default in spring training. 
Now, the Twins hope their staff will be deter- 
mined by who pitches weil in exhibition games, not on who 
suffers the least indignity. 

Smithson will be a starter, along with Ken Schrom and Al 
Williams. The other spots in the rotation figure to be filled by 
two of four lefthanders—Frank Viola, Brad Havens, Pete Fil- 
son and Bryan Oelkers. 

If Filson isn't a starter, he'll be back in the bullpen as’a long 
reliever, along with Butcher. Ron Davis will be the short reliey- 
er. Fighting for the other spots in the bullpen are righthanders 
Rick Lysander and Mike Walters and lefty Len Whitehouse. 
They will be challenged by a couple of recent acquisitions, 
righthander Larry Pashnick and southpaw Keith Comstock. 
Both came out of the Detroit organization. 

There is also an X factor—Bobby Castillo, the Twins’ top 
pitcher in 1982 who now is attempting to come back from a 
rotator cuff injury. Castillo said he was feeling well and expects 
to receive permission to resume throwing in late December. 

Counting Castillo, there are 15 viable contenders for nine or 
10 positions, a competition that could improve the Twins’ pitch- 
ing enough to offset the loss of Ward's offensive contributions. 

PATRICK REUSSE 


The network will more than double the amount it paid to 
broadcast baseball's premier events in recent years. CBS had 
paid $3 million for a one-year extension for the 1984 season. 
This new deal, for more than $6 million annually, will keep the 
two events on CBS through 1989, paralleling the years NBC and 
ABC will share television rights. The TV rights for those years 
produced a $1 billion contract. White Sox President Eddie Eim- 
horn, Phillies President Bill Giles and Commissioner Bowle 
Kuhn were catalysts in negotiations with CBS executives Rich- 
ard Brescia and Frank Miller. “Baseball is something our affili- 
ates really wanted,” said Miller, vice-president, programs. 
“The negotiations were long and hard, stretching back to last 
fall.” 


Busch Beer Ban at Dodger Stadium 

The ongoing dispute between Dodger Owner Peter O'Malley 
and August A. Busch Jr., chairman, president and chief execu- 
tive officer of the Cardinals and honorary chairman of An- 
heuser-Busch Companies Inc., has produced a ban on Busch 
products at Dodger Stadium. In addition, Anheuser-Busch no 
longer is welcome as a sponsor on radio broadcasts and tele- 
casts of Dodger games, Busch has been one of the National 
League leaders in'the movement to unseat Comissioner Bowie 
Kuhn. O'Malley, a power among N.L. owners, bas been one of 
Kuhn's biggest boosters. There was little official comment, but 
estimates of season beer sales at Los Angeles games ranged 
from $10 million to $12 million. 


Some Deals That May Be 


BOSTON—These 
deals will be good 
ones if... 

@ Alan La- 
chowicez, Ricky 
Wright and Mike 
Mason can win in 
the big leagues. If ~ 
they can, then the By By 
Rangers were . PETER GAMMONS 9s 
smart to give up 
starter Mike Smith- 
son and a strong arm (John Butcher) for a much-needed offen- 
sive player in Gary Ward. The Rangers think Lachowicz will 
be an outstanding starting pitcher. Now if the Rangers can find 
some lefthanded sock to balance righthanded punch from 
Buddy Bell, Larry Parrish, Billy Sample and Ward, they will be 
much improved. 

e Jorge (George) Bell can hit big league pitching. Everyone 
thinks he can replace Barry Bonnell’s bat for Toronto, now that 
Bonnell has been shipped to Seattle for lefthander Bryan Clark, 
but it’s no sure thing. It’s hard to see Cliff Johnson giving the 
Blue Jays 22 homers again, considering Cliff's customary de- 
cline the second year he spends with any club. 

© Two of these possibilities come true: Mike Brown stays 
healthy, Dennis Eckersley bounces back and/or Roger Cle- 
mens is ready by June. The Red Sox traded their winningest 
pitcher (John Tudor) for DH Mike Easler, who was a part-time 
player in Pittsburgh. This could turn out to be a terrific deal for 
the Red Sox, who were 20 games under .500 against righthand- 
ers. Brown was the best pitcher on the Boston staff when he 
was healthy, and the reports on Eckersley’s shoulder-strength- 
ening program are encouraging. As for Clemens, he may be 
the real thing. But these are major ifs for the Red Sox, who 
were 24th in pitching in '83. 

* * * 

Take a look at Jim Rice’s stats for nine big league seasons. 

Here’s how he compares to other stars over that nine-year 


span. ‘ 
P GAMES: 1,310 (4th, behind Garvey 1,343, Schmidt 1,331, Win- 
field 1,313). 

AT-BATS: 5,239 (2nd, behind Garvey 5,325). 

RUNS: 877 (2nd, behind Schmidt 915). 

HITS: 1,602 (2nd, behind Garvey 1,620). 

AVERAGE: .306 (6th, with Carew the leader at .338). 

HOME RUNS: 275 (2nd, behind Schmidt, 337). 

RBIs: 941 (1st). 

TOTAL BASES: 2,785 (ist). 

SLUGGING PERCENTAGE: .532 (2nd, behind Schmidt ,550). 

You look at those figures and you immediately grasp the 
urgency the Red Sox are placing on signing Rice before he hits 
free agency at the end of the 1985 season. Partially because of 
injuries, partially because he spent two years without a tough 
hitter behind him in the order (until Tony Armas came along), 
Rice looked as if he might be declining in 1981 and 1982. He 
bounced back to lead the league in homers and RBIs again last 
season. He also has become a fine defensive left fielder and, 
very important, he shows up to play every day, no matter how 
he feels. Only the Phillies’ Mike Schmidt approaches Rice’s 
numbers over the nine-year period. 

Rice’s agent, George Kalifatis, is asking for nearly $2 million 
a year, beginning the negotiations with the premise that Rice is 
the best offensive player in the game. 

Rice has two more years on his present seven-year, $4.9 mil- 
lion contract. Besides the extension, Rice wants some bonus 
arrangement that would make it worthwhile to forgo free 
agency, like $1 million in 1984 and $1 million in 1985. Others 
talk of potential, but Rice has the numbers to prove perfor- 
mance, and it’s hard to argue with him. 

There are rumblings—which Rice denies—that Rice wants 
out of Boston, not because of the old racial debates, but because 
he feels the organization lacks the leadership to put the Red 
Sox in contention. After all, when the season was ending, 
Haywood Sullivan said the club needed to add life, change the 
front office, get some righthanded pitching, improve its infield 
defense and get a lefthanded bat. 

So his two moves have been to trade his best pitcher for a 


Designated-Hitter Rule Suffers 
Major Defeats on Four Fronts 


PHILADELPHIA 
—Nashville 1983 
will be remembered 
for the incredible 
Opryland Hotel (“I 
had to turn back 
halfway to my 
meeting,” one base- 
ball executive said. 


“I forgot my can- \ 
teen.”) and for the BILE, CONLIN \_ a 


SSE eee Oe 
way deals were up- 


Staged by decisions which will affect baseball for years to 
come. 

_ While the vast Opryland hostelry was the star of the winter 
meetings, most of the deals hammered out there were of the 
journeyman variety. Nobody stole a pennant in Nashville. Jack 
Clark is still a Giant. Bill Buckner is still a Cub. Dusty Baker is 
still a Dodger after exercising his Woolworth (5-and-10) rights 
to veto a deal that would have sent him to Oakland. 


By 


Of the National League clubs active in the modest flurry of ~ 


dealing, the Padres appear to have helped themselves the 
most, with the Cubs a close second. The Pirates strengthened 
an already strong pitching staff but lost outfield offense when 
free agent Dave Parker signed with the Reds and the Red Sox 
took lefthanded slugger Mike Easler in the trade for lefty start- 
er John Tudor. 

The extension of Bowie Kuhn's term as lame-duck commis- 
sioner until March 1 was not unexpected. Aside from that, it 
was anything but business as usual at the convention because, 
unlike the old days of the three-quarters majority rule, most 
proposals did not wind up tabled. 

The designated hitter rule suffered major defeats on four 
fronts. First, a study group was created to work toward achiev- 
ing uniformity of playing rules in the major leagues. It was a 
major setback for the DH, since there no longer is a shred of 
DH sentiment in the National League. Second, a proposal was 
defeated that would have put the DH in effect in American 
League parks every year during the World Series. Third, Dr. 
Bobby Brown, the newly elected American League president, 
said he is personally opposed to the DH. Fourth, N.L. farm 
clubs ne longer will use the DH when they play each other. “I 
think it’s the death knell for the DH,” one National League 
owner said. ‘‘There’s obvious sentiment starting to show 
against the rule in the American League.” 

The second surprise was the willingness of the big leagues to 
seriously explore expansion. What spurred the rush to create a 
new expansion committee is the specter of competition from a 
third league down the road. Baseball owners watched the Unit- 
ed States Football League emerge last spring, stronger than 
anybody predicted, thanks to the National Football League’s 


1982 strike and an excellent TV contract. Suddenly, the land- 
scape is cluttered with cities that have constructed or are 
about to construct stadiums of major league caliber. An ag- 
gressive, well-heeled USFL-type group could come up with an 
eight-team baseball league that would actually have better 
playing facilities than half the American League. There are big 
league-quality stadiums available in Vancouver (domed), New 
Orleans (domed), Indianapolis (domed), Hawaii and Denver. 
The two Tampa Bay groups will come ut of their hairpull with 
a domed stadium. Buffalo is eager for major league baseball, as 
are Nashville and Louisville. Phoenix-Scottsdale-Sun City-Mesa 
has a major league population base, as does the burgeoning 
San Jose area south of San Francisco. “We'd better start giving 
some of these cities some assurances that they are in our fu- 
ture plans,” Phils President Bill Giles said... . Part of the 
expansion sentiment came in the backlash of Ken Moffett’s 
firing by the Major League Players Association. Many owners 
felt the chill of another labor disruption looming in 1985, with 
TV monies at the root of a new Basic Agreement hassle. 

Padres G.M. Jack McKeon began to establish a reputation as 
a shrewd trader when he stole the Yankees blind in that April 
1981 deal that netted Tim Lollar, Rupert Jones, Joe Lefebvre 
and Chris Welsh for Jerry Mumphrey and John Paceila. 
McKeon picked up a parcel of young pitching prospects from 
the Phillies for Sixto Lezcano last September and improved the 
club’s meager power with the acquisition of rookie slugger 
Carmelo Martinez from the Cubs. Padre fans are wondering 
just where Martinez is going to play. His best position is first 
base, which belongs to Steve Garvey. He has played the out- 
field, but Dick Williams appears set there with Alan Wiggins, 
Kevin McReynolds and Tony Gwynn. Oh, well, there’s always 
third base. Martinez began the 1981 season in the minors as a 
third baseman. The word on his work at the hot corner is that 
Johnny Bench need not feel embarrassed anymore. . . . It was 
nice to see Mets G.M. Frank Cashen finally roll the dice and do 
something. You can find more big league scouts who are high 
on lefthanded reliever Carlos Diaz than on former Dodger 
strikeout phenom Sid Fernandez. Al Campanis does not make 
many mistakes on young players (the Dodgers canceled the 
mistake on Ron Kittle by obtaining Pedro Guerrero for noth- 
ing) and the word on the pineapple-shaped Fernandez is that 
he doesn’t throw hard enough to repeat his minor league 
strikeout numbers in the big show. At the Double-A level and 
below, El Sid’s strikeout ratio was awesome, thanks to an off- 
the-table breaking ball. At Triple A and above, however, his 
high ERAs put him in the suspect category. . .. The Cubs feel 
good about the acquisition of Scott Sanderson in the three-cor- 
nered deal with San Diego and Montreal. At his best, Sanderson 
is better than any starter the Cubs have, but he and the com- 
plete game have become virtual strangers and there are those 
who question his competitive makeup. 


Steals ... If 


part-time DH and hire his farm director’s son as assistant farm 
director. When the Sullivan group took over between the 1977 
and 1978 seasons, the Red Sox had more talent on the field than 
any other club could boast. But the Red Sox have finished fifth. 
third and sixth the last three years. Six of their nine starting 
players are over 30, 

* * * 

Players who can’t believe they're still with their clubs: 

e Danny Darwin, Texas. The Rangers tried to deal him for 
Keith Moreland, Damaso Garcia . . . a lot of people. They think 
he's a loser, that he’s lost some off his fastball. But he’s still 
with the Rangers, probably wishing he could go elsewhere and 
get the chance to prove that he is the winner some people 
think. 

e Eckersley. He knows the Red Sox tried to trade him to 
California in August, September and December, and that they 
almost moved him to the Cubs for Bill Buckner. He wants out of 
Fenway. 

e Roy Smalley, Yankees. Here’s a guy who can play every 
day and help someone, but he feels like a piece of excess bag: 
gage. Once Rich Gossage decides what he wants to do, the 
Yankees may make a decision on Smalley. 

© Damaso Garcia, Toronto. In the last few months, the 
Dodgers wanted him to play third base; the Mets wanted him, 
but not enough to trade Dwight Gooden; the Rangers, Cardi- 
nals, A’s, Montreal, San Diego and San Francisco were interest- 
ed, but not enough to come up with a primary reliever. 

* * x 

It’s not just this column's opinion. More and more owners are 
concluding that there’s no one in sight who could do a better 
job as commissioner than Lee MacPhail. . . . Tony Bernazard 
will try to be the first Indians second baseman to play 100 
games since Duane Kuiper in 1979. . . . It appears that Hal 
Keller has improved the Mariners, We all can argue about the 
Bill Caudill deal, especially Seattle throwing in No. | amateur 
pick Darrel Akerfelds, but Keller has improved the club's 
power and defense with Gorman Thomas, Barry Bonnell, 
catcher Bob Kearney and Harold Reynolds at second over 
Tony Bernazard. Moreover, Keller hasn't traded any of his 
bright starting pitchers—Jim Beattie, Mike Moore or Matt 
Young. .. . Over the last four years, Thomas is\only one home 
run behind A.L, leader Armas, 121-120. Eddie Murray is next 
with 117, while Schmidt has 154 in the same period. 

What was the owners’ reaction to the player union firing Ken 
Moffett? Roy Eisenhardt was replaced on the Player Relations 
Committee by hard-liner Jim Campbell of the Tigers. Campbell 
and Eddie Chiles going against Don Fehr and Mark Belanger is 
a tough match. Make sure you have a money-back guarantee 
on your '85 season tickets. 


WHEN IT 


Bob Buhl, Milwaukee Braves-Chicago Cubs pitcher, 
went 0-for-the-season as a batter in 1962. Going 
hitless in 70 at-bats, Buhl, who was traded to Chica- 
go during the season, established the big-league 
mark for most at-bats in a season without getting a 
hit. 


From the Baseball Trivia Book, available by sending check ar money order 
for $9.95 to The Sporting News, PO, Box 56, St. Louis, MO 63266. 
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—NFL 1958 Championship Game 


(Continued From Page 2) 


Early in the third quarter, the Colts marched 58 yards, but on 
fourth down couldn't get across from the 1. If the Colts had 
been able to reach the end zone then, it would have pushed the 
score to 21-3 and possibly opened the door to a romp. But the 
Giants’ strong defense refused to submit. 

Then came the day’s most bizarre play. With the ball on the 
Giants’ 13, Conerly passed to end Kyle Rote, who fumbled the 
ball, It bounced into the arms of Giants halfback Alex Webster 
as if he had a magnet. Webster got all the way to the Colts’ 1. 
Fullback Mel Triplett bolted across for the touchdown, and 
with Summerall’s conversion, the score narrowed to 14-10. 

in the fourth quarter Gifford streaked in for another touch- 
down, and the Giants went ahead, 17-14. With a fraction more 
than two minutes remaining, the Giants had the ball, third and 
four at their own 25, in position to wrap up the victory. Gifford 
tried the right side and found an opening. He got three yards 
and two feet. Defensive tackle Gene (Big Daddy) Lipscomb 
and Marchetti buried him. As the players untangled, Marchetti 
couldn’t move. 

His ankle broken, Marchetti was lifted from the field by six 
stretcher-bearers, taken to the bench area, and then moved 
down the sideline to the dressing room. As he passed the 
stands, the Baltimore rooters boomed “Gino! Gino! Gino!” 

Meanwhile, Giants Coach Jim Lee Howell had decided to 
play it safe and punt the ball away. So the Colts were trying to 
find a way to travel 86 yards in the slightly less than two min- 
utes remaining. It would takes a storybook finish, the kind pulp 
magazines used to publish, to bring the Colts back. 

The slightly stooped shoulders and bowed legs of John 
Unitas, plus the high-top shoes he wore, gave him the appear- 
ance of a football caricature there in the twilight. But No. 19 
was typically cool and calculating. 

After missing with two passes, the Colts quarterback called, 
of ail things, a running play on third down. It clicked. Lenny 
Moore got yards and the first down. 

Now two more passes fell incomplete. Then Unitas teamed 
up with Raymond Berry for two connections, down to the 
Giants’ 35. With less than a minute to play, Unitas used time- 
outs and called plays at the line of scrimmage to preserve the 
precious seconds that remained. 

Again Unitas went to Berry—the catch came at the 25, but 
the Baltimore receiver broke free for 12 more yards. That’s 
when Ewbank hollered for the kicking team. 

With only nine seconds left, Myhra jogged onto the field for 
his improbable date with football immortality. “I thought to 
myself,” he said later, “that it’s going to be a long cold winter in 
those wheat fields around Wahpeton, North Dakota (his home- 
town), if [ don’t make it good.” 

Myhra’s fears abated when the ball, placed on an “X” hand- 
drawn in the turf by holder Shaw, traveled high and true from 
19 yards away. 

Only the officials seemed sure of what was to happen next, 
the overtime rule being implemented for the first time. They 
instructed the teams to take a five-minute rest and then 
brought the captains—for Baltimore, Unitas in place of the 
injured Marchetti, and Rote and Bill Svoboda for the Giants— 
together for another toss of the coin. The Colts lost the flip and 
had to kick off. If the Giants scored first, the overtime would 
end without the Colts even touching the ball. Instead, after 
three plays, the New Yorkers feli a foot short of a first down. 

The punt went deep, a high spiral kicked by Don Chandler, 
and the Colts took over on their 21. 
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A.M.— 
12.00 NCAA Division | Women's Volleyball Champion 


5,00, Horse Racing Special: 1983 Champion of Cham 
pions Quattethorse Race trom Los Alamitos. 
Cali 


Brieling for Executives (L) 
7.09 Business Times on ESPN 
6:00 SportsCenter 


ship trom U. of Kentucky Mt 
A 30 F1S World Cup Skiing: Men's Downhill fron: Vai | 815 ESPN's Sideline 
4 Gardena, Hal B45 SportsCenter 
z 330 Auta Racing “83° Formula | Highlights 9.00 FIS World Cup Skiing: Men's 70-Meter Jumping 


rom Lake Placid, NY. 
1030 Vie Vacant Lot (children's program) 
11,00 Gymnastics: USGF Single Elimination Champrove 


6:00 Business Times PN. A Business News aos 
Briefing for Executives (L) P.M. — 
7.09 Business Times on ESPN 12:00 College Footbal: 1985 Holiday Bow! trom San 


8.00 15 World Cup Shing: Women’s Downhill from 
Ses Triere, Italy 
900 NCAA Division | Women’s Volleyball Champion 
ship from U. of Kentuchy 
11-00 ESPN Holiday Special: 1983 Little League World 
Serves: Championship Game trom Wulhamspor!, 
SA. vs. Dominican Republic) 


Trav) Blazer 

¥30 Winterworld Series. “Born on Skis” —Includes 
tall coverage of Cross-Country and Ski Jumping 
evenls trom (he 1982 Nordic World Champion: 
ships. Oslo, Norway 


1130 SportsCenter 
11:45 College Football. 1983 Aloha Bow! tram Hono: 
ful. Haw 


*® TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 
.M. 


3:30 ESPN's Ringside Review Round #2 
5:00 Billiards, Women’s World Invitational T-Ball 
Chamipionstap i 


*All Times Eastern Daylight Time. 


Diego, Calif 

3.00 College Football: 1983 Aloha Bow! tron Hone 
Julu, Haw 

500 This Week wn the NBA 

6:30 SportsCenter 

1.00 College Basketball. Gator Bow! Tournament trom 
Jacksonville, Fla. Game #2 | —Villanoya vs. Jack 


h P.M.— sonvilie (L) 

, 12.30 NFL Game of the Week 4,00 College Basketball. Gator Bow! Tourniament trom 

" 1:09 NBA Basketball: Los Angeles Lakers at Portland ns i Fla. Game. #2—Wahe Torest vs 
bur (L) 


14.30, SportsCenter 
11/45! thes Week in the NBA 


e WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 


] 400 FIS World Cup Shing. Men's Giant Slalom: trom | A-M-— ‘ 

i blerets, Switzerland VEU NLS Greatest Moments: Super Bow! X High 

i aide Reviews Rouhdiai 4 Iighls. Pittsburgh vs. Dallas 

4 ‘enter 12.45 TIS World Cup: Shing. Men's 70-Moter Jumping 

Hy Sidelines Irom Cake Placid, NY 

: 800 College Football: 1983 Aloha Bow! from Hono | 715 SpottsCenter 

i {ahi Haw: (L) 7:30 Colege Foal [983 Alo Bont roa Hone 
lah Haw 


530 Thes Week in the NBA 

6.00 Business Times on ESPN. A Business News 
Briefing tor Executives (1) 

7.90 Business Times on ESPN 

8:00 SportsCenter 

815 This Week sn the NBA 

845 SportsCenter 

9.00 College Basketball: Gator Bow! Tournament trop 
Jacksoriville, Fla. Game 221 ~ Villanova vs. tack 
sonville 


*Programming subject to change. 


YOUR TICKET TO CABLE TV SPORTS ANYTIM 


What followed was a second textbook drive by Baltimore, 
and the crowd of 64,185, about 6,000 shy of a sellout, had by this 
time realized it was watching something extraordinary. The 
feeling of pressure was eerie, the audience transfixed in the 
huge arena, much like ancient cliff-dwellers looking down on a 
flat, earthen stage as two mastodons pulled at each other in 
mortal combat. 

For viewers at home the telecast was interrupted during the 
sudden-death period when some fans rushed onto the field for a 
closer view and inadvertently kicked out the cables leading to 
an NBC mobile unit. The picture and sound were gone for 244 
minutes, but were restored in time to let America see the Colts 
score the deciding touchdown. 

But for now the Colts were 79 yards away from where they 
wanted to be—the end zone—and it remained for Unitas again 
to take them on a brilliantly conceived journey. It took 13 
plays, starting with halfback L.G. (Long Gone) Dupre, a smart 
cutback runner, ripping off a first down. Then Unitas tried to 
reach Moore deep, the only time he threw a long pass in the 
march. The Giants batted the ball away, later admitting that 
the threat of Moore's going all the way altered their defense 
thereafter. 

Back to picking and plugging away. First Dupre gained two 
tough yards. Then Unitas lobbed a flat pass to Ameche, who 


Colts Coach Weeb Ewbank made 
what was probably the most effec- 
tive pep talk since Knute Rockne 
delivered his “win one for the Gip- 
per” weeper to a Notre Dame team 
in the same stadium thirty years 


before. : 
SE EEE 
gained a first down by two inches in what suddenly had devel- 
oped into an unending game of inches. 

After Dupre carried to the Colts’ 44, Unitas dropped back to 
pass, and Giants tackle Dick Modzelewski penetrated to take 
him down for an eight-yard loss. 

That hurt. But Unitas rolled out to pass again, waving to 
Berry to go deeper. The completion carried to the New York 
44. With the Giants expecting another pass, Unitas ran a draw 
play. Making it appear he was hurrying back to set up, he 
quickly stuffed the ball in Ameche’s midsection. Ameche 
pounded to the 20. 

Again Dupre. Nothing. Then Berry pulled in a pass and 
moved to the New York 10, where he was tackled but fought on 
for more yardage. The referee moved the ball back from the 6 
to the 8. 

Unitas patiently sent Ameche off tackle, but The Horse got 
only two yards. The Colts were now at the 6, second down, and 
Unitas called what would become the most widely discussed 
play in his entire 18-year career. With Baltimore that close te 
the goal line a run appeared to be in order. But Unitas fired a 
pass to-tight end James Mutscheller in the right flat. Muts- 
cheller ran for the flag and was barely forced out of bounds. It 
was a high-risk play: Any of the Giants who picked off the pass 
might have found an open field for the winning touchdown. 


11:00 ESPN'S SportsWoman P.M.— 
11.30 NCAA Division | Women's Volleyball. Champion: 1.00 FIS World Cup Skung: Women’s Downhill tron 
ship {rom U, of Kentucky Ses There, Italy 


P.M. — 

1:30 $100,000 Dr. Scholt’s Pro Comfort 10K Runt 

2,00 Horse Racing Speciat: 1983 Champion of Cham: 
pions Quarlerhorse Race from Lox Alamitos 
Calit 

3.00 FIS World Cup Skiing: Men’s 70-Meler Jumping 
trom Lake Placid, N.Y 

4:30 ESPN's 1983 SportsWoman of the Year 

5:00 NCAA Instructional Series: Tennis—The Voltey 
with Pepperdine Coach Allan Fos. 

5.15 Vic's Vacant Lot (children's program) 

5:45 NCAA Instructional Series: Goll —The Swing with 
San Jose St, Coach Jerry Vroom 

6:00 Alpine Ski School. “The Mountain Awakens — 
Overview on the selection and use of equipment 
and apparel. and illustrates the basics of Stari 
mg, sleerng and stopping on skis. 

630 “Down the Stretch” ESPN's Horse Racing 
Weekly 

7.00 SportsCenter 

‘Xi Auto Racing, ‘83. SCCA Super Vees from Laguna 

Seca, Cali 

5.00 College Basketball: Gator Bow! Tournament from 
Jacksonville. Fla. Championsinp Game. (L 

11/00 UCLA Basketball: Brighare Young U. at UCLA (L) 


© THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 


A.M.— 

1100 latetnational Women’s Volleyball: Big Four Chat: 
fenge ~ USA vs Japan 

400 UCLA Basketbal: Brighami Young U. al UCLA 

5.00 Gymnastics: USGF Single Elimination Champyon; 
shops 

6.00 Business Times on ESPN A Business News 
Broeting for Executives (L) 

700 Business Times oo ESPN 

8.00 FIS World Cup Skiing Mens Downhdl Hom Yai 
“Gardens. Italy 

9,00 “Down: the Stretchy —ESPN's Horse Racing 
Weekly 

9:30 Auto Racing "83° Formuta ! Highlights 

11,00 UCLA Basketbal: Brigham Young U al UCLA 


2M) Tennis: 1983 Davis Cup Semifinal Highlight: 

3:00 LA '83: Amencan Cop ti—Synchronizex’ Swim 
ming, Championships, Duet Finals 

4.00 UCLA Basketball: Brigham Young U, al UCLA 

6:00 Caesars Tahoe Billiards Classic Sponsored by 
Corner Pockets of Amenica—Fina) Match 

7.00 SportsCente: 

8:00 NFL's Greatest Moments: Mighty Men and Magic 
Moments 

9,00 Top Rank Boxing {rom Nashville: 10-round Ban 
tamwerght Boul, Jerome Coffee vs. Armando 
Loreda (L) 

11,30 SportsCenter 

11.45 NFL Greatest Moments: Super Bow! xi Higt: 
fights. Oakland v= Minnesota 


e@ FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 
A.M.— 
12.15, FIS World Cup Skiing: Men's Downhill trom Va 
Gardena. faly 
15 ESPI's Sidelines 
1:45 ESPN's SportsWeek 
215 SportsCenter 
2:30 Top Ranh Boxing trom Nashville 
5:01 FIS World Cup Skung: Men's’ Downtit! from Val 
Gardess. italy 
6:00 Business Times on ESPN 
Briefing for Executives (L} 
7:00 Business Trmes on ESPN 
3.00 SportsCenter 
815 ESPN's Sports Week 
BAS SportsCenter 
900 Australian Rules Footbal 
10:30 ESPN's 1983 SportsWoman of the Year 
11.00 Caesar's: Tahoe Bifiards Classi. Sponsored’ by 
Cotnes Pockets of America—Final Match 
P.M.— 
12006. FAS World Cup Skiing Men's Downtill trom Val 
Gardena, Italy 
1-00) Auto Racing ’83: Forruula | HighSights 
2:30 The Rough and Tumble World of Australian Rules 
Footbal! Down Under 
3-30 Vics Vacant Lot (ebildren’s program) 


A Business News 


Asked later about the possibility of an interception, Unitas said. 
“If you know what you're doing, there is no risk involved.” 

Finally, from a yard away, Ameche lowered his head and 
drove into the end zone through an opening at right tackle as 
wide as the entrance to the Hudson River. Thus ended the first 
football sudden-death marathon in history. There was no need 
to kick the extra point. 

Spectators flooded the field, jumped on Ameche and pulled 
the ball away. But Colts center Madison (Buzz) Nutter got it 
back from a security guard, and the team presented it to in- 
jured captain Marchetti in the locker room. 

Baltimore fans were delirious. They tore down the goa) 
posts, ripped up sod, removed the bunting from the box seats 
and danced in the aisles. 

Lou Panos, an Associated Press reporter, was included in the 
railroad excursion that carried most of the Colts’ partisans 
back to Baltimore. “It was the shortest ride home from New 
York I ever took,” he said. “The mood of the fans was unbeliev- 
able. It was a celebration I'll never forget.” 

Unitas and Ameche were asked to appear that Sunday night 
on Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” CBS television show. It 
would be easy money, $700 for Unitas and $500 for Ameche; all 
they needed to do was take a bow. Ameche said he would go, 
but Unitas wanted to make the return with the Colts team as 
soon as possible. 

The team left LaGuardia Airport by charter plane, but first 
Marchetti had to be put aboard. A mobile freight hoist came to 
the plane and delivered him to the passenger door, where he 
was wheeled inside. 

Upon the team’s arrival at Friendship Airport (now Balti- 
more-Washington International), a mob of 30,000 took control. 
The fans encircled the Colts’ buses and climbed atop a police 
cruiser, crushing it like a tomato can. Polite fought to make 
way for the players and coaches, to lift them from this enjoy- 
able but dangerous entrapment. An escape route south of the 
airport rescued the all-conquering heroes from the frantic 
crowd, and they doubled back to downtown Baltimore. 

After the game, I was hurrying through the stands to the 
locker room when I encountered NFL Commissioner Bert Bell 
A sentimental soul, Bell was actually crying tears of joy as he 
said, “I never thought Id live to see sudden death.” 

Bell, usually perceptive as he was homespun, died two years 
later unaware of the billboard this title showdown had provid- 
ed. It created imm@€diate intereSi nationally, improving the 
fees that could be obtained from broadcast rights. Total in 
come from the ’58 title game, including television and radio 
revenue, amounted to $698,646, which seems so meager by 
today’s standards. (Super Bow! XVII, Washington vs. Miami 
brought $15 million for TV rights alone.) Two years later, in 
1960, the American Football League was created, and fresh 
competition pushed players salaries and TV contracts ever 
higher until the two leagues eventually merged. 

The Colts-Giants battle brought other important elements— 
acceptance and prestige—to pro football, which gained a 
much-coveted but long-elusive parity with baseball in the pub- 
lic eye. 

Considering the low pay scale in 1958, the players regarded 
their share of the championship, $4,700 each, as a welcome 
reward. Player contracts then were amazingly modest. Unitas 
made $17,500 and Marchetti $11,250 that year—the two stil! 
without peer at their positions in football. Myhra, whose field 
goal was so important, was paid $8,000 that season. 


Reprinted from Baltimore Magazine. 


1130) SportsCent 
© SUNDAY, JANUARY I 


from Nashville 


7:30 ESPN's Inside Footbal 
800 SportsFage '83: The Year in Review 
9:30 FIS World Cup’ Skiing: Mer’: 70-Meter jumping 


portsPage RS! The Year: im Review 
‘SPN'> 1983 Sports Woman of the Year 
) SportsCenter 


from Lake Placid, WY. 
{1-00 SportsCente: 
1115 Top Rank Boxing trom Nastitle 


e@ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 
A.M.— 
185 ESPN'S inside Footbal 
215 SportsCenter 
FIS World Cup Skiing: Men's 70-Meter Jumping 
from Lake Placid, NY. 
0 SportsPage “83: The Year in Reveew 
0 Niks Lauda Explanes Formula One 
ESPN « Rengside Rewew: Round #4 
ESPN's SpoitsWeek 
SportsCente 
NCAA Instructional Serves: Lactosse—Basic 
shills willy lotine Hopkins. Coach Henry’ rc 
on 


830 Vic's Vacant Lot (chiloren’s: program: 

SpottsPage ‘Bi: Tho Year in Review 

10:30 ESPN's Inside Footbal 

11:00 ESPN's SpoctsWeek 

11/30 Alpme Ski School: “Up and Down the Slopes”— 
Wiustrates (eaveling around the mountani and 
cotroduces the (urn with a “Christie” cr. Gon: 
Arolled Sed 


NEL's Greatest Maments: Super Bowl X1i High 

lights. Oallas «<. Decves 

0 ESPN's Ringside Review: Round 224 

2:00 FIS Wortd Cup Skiing. Men's Downbill trom Val 
Gardena, Italy 

300, Alpine. Ski Schval) "Up and Down the Stopes’ — 
Wustrates traveling around: the mountain and 

introduces the turn with a "Corifie” or Con, 

f Sha 

lliday Special: 1983 Littie League World 

es Champronshay Game trem Wulbamspot 


rims: Super Bow! KW Highiights, Pitt 
= Dallas 
enter 
Football, 
Ter th 


1983 Bluebonnet Bow! from 


For more information, call your local cable operator or ESPN ati(203) 584-8477. 
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ZW Gallege Footbal 1982 Bivebonmet) Bow. (rom 


Houston, Tes 
5:30 Billiards: Women's World tavitational 7-Bal 
Champronshi: 


6.30 FAS Wortd Cop Skump: Men's 70-Meter humping 


trom Lake: Placid, N.Y 

8:00 ‘Sports Center 

8.30 Vic's Vacant Lol (childrens program) 

9:00 Professional Rodeo {rom Mesquite. Tex. 

1100 The Rougty and Tumble World of Aastra Rule 
Foatbali Dawa Under 

P.M. — 

12:00 SportsCenter Ptus 

12:30 NFU Greatest Moments. Super Bow| | Hegt 
lights, Green Bay Packers xs: Kunsas City, Divats 

1:00 ESPN's SportsYear, Wi tore for Be 

2:00 Top Rank Boning trom Ni 

500 FAS: World Cus: Shug. Mare, 90-thetee tunes 
trom Lake Placid! 1Y, 

7:00 SportsCenter 

7-50 ESPN's NBA Tonight (L) 

$000 NBA Basketball: Philadelphia 76ers at Morten 
Trai Blazers (()) 

10:30 SportsCenter 


11:30 College Football: 1983 Bluebonnel Bow: fram 


Houston Tex 


The Total 
Sports Network 


| 
| 


Week in Review 


AUTO RACING 

Bobby Allison, who won his first NASCAR Grand Na- 
tional driving championship in his 18th year since he 
began driving the circutl ona regular basis, was voted 
the Olsonite Driver of the Year by a panel of sports- 
writers and broadeasters, Teo Fabi, the rookie from 
{ialy who won the pole position for the Indianapolis 500, 
Was runnerup to Allison in the Olsonite voting. ’ 

Organizers of the Monte Carlo Grand Prix were 
warmed by the international Sports Automobile Federa- 
tion that a hassle over television sanctions had to be 
cleared up or the Formula One race January 15 would 
not count for the world championship. 


BOXING 


Jeff Chandler of Philadelphia avenged the only loss 
of his career as he defended his World Boxing Associa- 
jion bantamweight title with a technical knockout of 
Osear Muniz in the seventh round of their bout in Atlan- 
tio City, NJ. 

Livingstone Bramble, the WBA’s No. l-ranked light- 
weight contender, was in line for a title shot next 
spring after scoring & second-round knockout over 
Lorenzo Guzman in Totowa, N.J, Bramble, a Virgin Is- 
lands native who now lives in Passaic, N.J., is expected 
to take-on the winner of the January 14 lightweight title 
bout between WBA champion Ray (Boom Boom) Man- 
cini and Bobby Chacon in Reno, Ney. Chacon won the 
World Boxing Council junior-lightweight crown from 
Bazooka Limon in December 1982. 

In Loano, Haly, French challenger Frances Tripp 
quit in the Sixth round op adyice of doctors, enabling 
Ttaly’s Alfred Raininger to retain his European super- 
featherweight title, 


GOLF 

Jack Nicklaus and Johnny Miller shot a seven-under- 
par 65 in the final round’ to hold off Al Geiberger and 
Peter Oosterhuis by one shot and win the $450,000 Pro- 
fessional Golfers’ Association Team Tournament in 
Boca Raton, Fla. Nicklaus and Miller, who shared 
$100,000, wound up at 25under-par 191. The winning 
pair needed birdies on the 16th and 17th holes and a 
par four on the [8th to win, "It makes Christmas even 
merrier Said Miller, who sank a 24-foot putt on the 
final hole to clinch the victory. “It was the longest putt 
I've made fo win since 1972.” The tournament was re- 
duced to 54 holes after heavy rain the second day of 
action 

Bobby Clampett and Betsy King of the United States 
teamed for a 67 in the final round to finish with a !7- 
under-par (otal of 271 in the $100,000 World Mixed 
Championship at the Monte Carlo Country Club in Fort 
Pierce, Fla, Clampett and King shared $25,000 with 
their two-stroke victory over Sally Littke and Mark 
McNulty. King was a last-second replacement for 
Donna Horton White. 


HARNESS RACING 
Cam Fella, voted Harness Horse of the Year by the 
U.S. Trotting Association, added another title when the 
4-year-old pacer was named Aged Pacing Horse of the 
Year by the Canadian Trotting Association. Cam Fella 
closed out his racing career with 28 straight victories. 


HORSE RACING 

Patricia Cooksey became the second woman jockey 
in thoroughbred history to ride 200 winners in one year 
with a victory December 16 at Latonia Race Course in 
Florence, Ky. Kim Rice holds thé record, having won 
231 races in 1975. 

interco captured the $100,000 Bay Meadows Derby at 
San Mateo, Calif., completing a sweep of the track’s 
major events. The durable 3-year-old became the first 
horse to win both the Bay Meadows Handicap and the 
Bay Meadows Derby in one season. He earned $242,700 
for those victories, 

Sweet Diane raced to a five-length victory in the 
$112,900 Silver Belles Handicap at Hollywood Park in 
Inglewood, Calif. 

The Los Alamitos quarterhorse track in Orange 
County, 20: miles from Hollywood Park, will be pur- 
chased by the Inglewood track for $27 million. In addi- 
tion to the track, Hollywood Park will purchase 100 
adjacent acres for $3] million. 


SKI JUMPING 
Jeff Hastings of Norwich, Vt., became only the third 
American jumper to win a World Cup event, when he 
captured the 90-meter competition at Lake Placid, 


NAMES AND GAMES 


Jeff Hastings 


N.Y., on December 18. Hastings jumped 114.5 meters 
and 108.5 meters for a total of 218.5 points and a narrow 
victory over Primo Ulaga of Yugoslavia. Ulaga fin- 
ished first in the 70-meter competition. 


SKIING 
Kerry Lynch of Silver Creek, Colo., and Uwe Dot- 
zauer of East Germany were declared joint winners of 
the Nordic World Ski Cup competition in Seefeld, Aus- 
tria, after it was determined that Lynch, the winner of 
the race, had been granted an 18-second advantage be- 
cause of a starter’s inadvertent error. 


SOCCER 

Michael Jeffries of Duke University has been chosen 
Player of the Year and James Swanner of Clemson has 
been named the best senior goalkeeper by the Intercol- 
legiate Soccer Association of America. Jeffries re- 
ceived the Robert R. Hermann Trophy and Swanner 
the Adi Dassler Memorial Award. 

Thousands of joyous Brazilians saluted the return of 
the Gremio soccer team in Port Alegre, Brazil, after a 
2-1 victory over Hamburg secured the unofficial World 
Club championships in Tokyo. Renato scored both 
goals for the winners. 


SURFING 
Michael Ho of Hawaii took home $10,000—the largest 
prize ever offered in United States competition—when 
he won the men’s competition in the World Cup of Surf- 
ing meet in Honolulu. Four-time winner Margo Oberg 
won the women’s title and $5,000. 


TABLE TENNIS 
Danny Seemiller of Pittsburgh captured his second 
straight men’s U.S. National Table Tennis title with a 
21-17, 23-21 victory over Eric Boggan of Merrick, N.Y., 
at Las Vegas. Seemiller’s brother, Ricky, finished third, 
while Boggan’s brother, Scott, was fourth. In Sook Bhu- 
shan of Aurora, Colo., won her third straight women’s 
crown and fifth in seven years by rolling to a 7-0 record 
in round-robin competition. Alice Green of Great Neck, 

N.Y., was runner-up with a 5-2 mark. 


Forget Comeback, 
Sugar Ray Told 


Forget plans for a comeback, Sugar Ray 
Leonard has been advised by former welter- 
weight contender and Olympic champion 
Sugar Ray Seales. Leonard, the former world 
welterweight and junior-middleweight cham- 
pion who retired 13 months ago after surgery 
to repair a partially detached retina, shocked 
the boxing world with an announcement that 
he would return to the ring. 

“T think he wants to prove that he could be 
a fighter, is a fighter, without all the publicity 
and hoopla,” said Seales, 31. “But it’s the 
wrong time now, after eye surgery.” 

Tragically, Seales shares more than a 
nickname and an Olympic gold medal with 
Leonard. He’s also had some very serious eye 
problems, to the extent that he has been cer- 
tified by his opthamologist as legally blind, 
with no vision at all in his left eye and only 10 
percent vision in his right eye. Seales retired 
from boxing early this year. 

Meanwhile, the Mexico City-based World 
Boxing Council praised Leonard’s decision to 
return to the ring while a leading specialist 
warned Leonard of the possibility of another 
eye injury. 

“We believe it is a wise decision,” said 
WBC spokesman Victor Cota. “Boxing needs 
a man like him at this moment because of his 
charisma and talent. People love him.” 


Would Candlestick 
Withstand Quake? 


An engineering consultant has advised San 
Francisco city officials that a cement canopy 
that shades the upper deck of Candlestick 
Park might collapse during a severe earth- 
quake. 

“I would not want to sit under it in a major 
quake,” said city public works director Jef- 
frey Lee after reading the report prepared 
for the city by Interactive Resources Inc., of 
Richmond, Calif. 

The 22-year-old, city-owned stadium, witha 
capacity of 61,000, is the home of the San 
Francisco Giants and San Francisco 49ers. 

The engineering study said moisture seep- 
ing through the joints of 54 roof girders sup- 
porting the cement canopy had washed away 
adherent chemicals at girder connections. 

“The connections have deteriorated far 
below their potential capacity and present 
the threat of sudden failure during seismic 
activity,” the report said. “The danger is 
compounded by the fact that the condition is 
not limited to one or two scattered girders, 
but many girders side by side. The failure of 
one girder could cause successive failure by 
many girders.” 

The engineering study began more than 
one year before a task force recommended 
to Mayor Dianne Feinstein that Candlestick 
Park be replaced by a new stadium built 
close to downtown. 


= 


Dr. Horacio Ramirez Mercado, head of 
medical services of the Federal District Box- 
ing Commission, said Leonard’s return to the 
ring could result in an injury to his other eye 
or diminish his vision. “Any strenuous move- 
ment or blow could prove dangerous to his 
vision.” 


Arguello to Fight 
His Toughest Battle 


Alexis Arguello won world championships 
in three weight divisions before hanging up 
his gloves earlier this year after his second 
loss to Aaron Pryor. 

But his toughest fight is scheduled to begin 
on Christmas Day. Arguello has volunteered 
for combat duty to help defend his native 
Nicaragua against the Sandinista regime. 

“You may never see me again,” Arguello 
said. “But on the 25th, I'm going to fight for 
my fellow Nicaraguans. It’s the last fight of 
my life.” 


Gotta Have Heart 
For Jockey Hawley 


Sandy Hawley is a jockey, not a doctor, but 
he knows an animal with a big heart. “This 
horse has a heart as big as the grandstand,” 
Hawley said after his mount, California-bred 
Fali Time, won the $1,049,725 Hollywood Fu- 
turity for 2-year-olds—the richest race in 
thoroughbred history—at Hollywood Park. 

Fali Time, held close to the leaders by 
Hawley in the early going, responded to the 
urging of his jockey in the stretch to overhaul 
Althea, a daughter of Alydar, and then hold 
off the closing bid of Bold T. Jay for a half- 
length victory. 


The Ax Falls on Billy Again; Yogi to Manage Yanks 


NEW YORK-—Billy Martin wanted to be the manager of the 
New York Yankees next season. That’s what he told Owner 
George Steinbrenner several times. He wasn't interested in any 
“advisory” position. He didn’t want to be a scout or an evalua- 
tor of young players. He wanted to be the manager. 

But Martin and attorney Eddie Sapir realized they were 
fighting a losing battle. Steinbrenner had made up his mind, for 
the third time in five years, that Martin was in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. Steinbrenner decided that coach Yogi 
Berra, longtime Yankee legend, former pennant-winning man- 
ager and a direct personality contrast to Martin, was the man 
to manage the Yankees in 1984. 

The long-rumored change was officially announced by Stein- 
brenner on December 16, marking the 11th managerial change 
he has made in 1] years as principal owner of the Yankees. 
Berra was given a two-year contract as manager—and if he 
lasts that long he'll be the first Steinbrenner manager to make 
it through more than one season since Martin endured from 
August, 1975, to July, 1978, in the first of his three terms. 

Martin, who underwent hemorrhoid surgery in a Minnesota 


hospital the same day the announcement was made, is now 
listed as a “top advisor” to Steinbrenner. His duties will include 
serving as a scout during spring training and assisting in trade 
and player evaluations, 

But as Sapir pointed out, “Billy is now available (for other 
managing jobs) and we may entertain any offers that come 
along.” Steinbrenner said he wouldn't stand in the way if Mar- 
tin wanted to accept a managing job with another team. 

Steinbrenner said Martin “accepted the decision beautifully 
but was disappointed. If he had his way, he would have man- 
aged next season.” 

The reasons Steinbrenner didn’t want him to manage the 
Yankees any longer won't be found in the standings or on the 
attendance sheet. The Yankees’ 91-71 record last season repre- 
sented a 12-game improvement over the helter-skelter 1982 
season, in which they finished one game out of last place in the 
American League East. Attendance at Yankee Stadium in- 
creased by more than 200,000. Fs 

Why the change, especially with four years remaining on 
Martin’s contract? 


THE SPORTING! NEWS; 


Steinbrenner wouldn't delve into specifics, saying only that 
he was making the move “in the best interests of the Yankees 
and everyone involved.” 

Steinbrenner’s decision, believed to be based on information 
gathered from trusted players and advisors, focused on three 
factors: 

1. He felt Martin was not as brilliant in game strategy as he 
had been in previous years. 

2. He was displeased with Martin’s failure to “communicate” 
with players. 

3. He was unhappy with reports of Martin’s off-the-field be- 
havior. 

Publicly, Steinbrenner insisted his relationship with Martin 
“has never been better. We have never been closer as friends. I 
value his friendship and I value him as a baseball man who can 
be of great help to the Yankees.” 

Yogi, who in recent years has rejected managerial offers 
from Steinbrenner as well as from other teams, said he was 
prepared for “a new challege.” 


MOSS KLEIN 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette we |s Dangerous to Your Health. 
| 


"11mg nicotine av. per cigarette, FIC Report Mar’B3 


